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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GLAZER (ROITMAN) 
Harriet and Martin are thrilled to announce the 
birth of their daughter TALI SARA, on Dec. 15, 
2000, at Rockyview General Hospital, Calgary, 
AB., a sister for big brother Ryan. Proud grandpar
ents are Sam and Boomy Roitman and Jack and 
Grace Glazer of Johannesburg, S.A. 
TALI SARA is named in loving memory of her 
great aunt Simmy (Stoller) Essers. 

D1AMONDIELFENBAUM 
Big sister Elana is thrilled to announce, along with 
her parents Stacy and Murray, the arrival of 
PEGGY .JORDANA, born on January 30, 2001, 
weighing 6lbs. II oz. Proud grandparents are Joe 
and Bernice Elfenbaum, Rubin and Clarice Dia
mond, and great-grandfather Morris Fromson. 'P.1.' 
is named in loving memory of her great-grand
mother Peggy Fromson. "Baba, as much as I wish 
you were here today, I am honored to give our 
daughter your name with hope that your kind and 
loving nature that touched so many will pass to her. 
I miss you." 

Sholem Aleichem Community 
Jewish Secular Humanistic Congregation 
Child en's Sunday School Adult Ed 

Holiday Events 888-0773 

Live Music for a[[ Occasions 
e-mail: efimusic@escape.ca 

CALL ELI HERSCOVITCH AT 489-5267 

The Essence of Intimacy ~ 
The primary cause of relationship breakdown Is the Inability to ~ 

create and sustain emotional Intimacy. This workshop will examine 
emotional intimacy in an effort to define it and discover how to 

enhance this important element In the relationships In our lives. 

Leader: Clive Bate 

Date:Tues., Feb, 27, 200 1 • Time: 7:30 to 9:30 pm 

Cost: $1 0.00 

Jewish Child & Family Service 

Phone Jewish Child 

& Family Service at least 

one .... eek prior to program. 

To register or (or further 

information call 477·7430 
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MAPLE LEAFS KRUGERANOS GOLD BARS SILVER BARS 
Deal With One Of Canada's Major Market Makers 
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OHicial Distributors for the Royal Canadian Mint 
(current product at mint issue price) 

FREE Verbal Appraisals 
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People 

Chinese' Jewish specialist' stops in Winnipeg 
as part of North American book tour 

Lots o.finterest in ,Israel in parts o.fChina 

C hinaisprobably 
one of the last 

.. places where 
you would expect to find 
a center for Jewish stud
ies. Yet Pan Guang, a 
PhD and dean of the 
Center for Jewish Stud
ies in Shanghai, reports 
that there is a lot of inter
est in parts of China in 
Jews, Judaism and Is
rael. This is especially 
tme in Shanghai because 
of the large Jewish refu
gee community there 
during the war. 

OUR UT11.E SHTET1.. 

Pan stopped in Winni
peg on Febmary 7-8 - as 
part of a North Ameri
can tour - to talk about 
his center and the new 
book he has written on 
The Jews of Shanghai 
(in English and Chinese 
versions). (The Jewish 
Heritage Centre cur
rently has an exhibit on 
the same subject.) 

Pan's interest in the 
Jewish people was 
aroused early on in life. 
He had Jewish neighbors 
in Shanghai when he was 
growing up. His post
graduate studies in uni
versity were on the his
tory of Europe and the 
Middle East, with a par
ticular interest in Jewish 
matters. 

"We Chinese have a 
hard time understanding 
anti-Semitism and the 
Holocaust," he says. 
"Although I have seen 
anti-Chinese sentiment 
in Singapore." 

His research led him 
to study Zionism and Is
rael as well. The Center 
for Jewish Studies was 
opened in 1988, he says . 
There had been some 
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DR. PAN GUANG, dean, Centre for Jewish 
Studies in Shanghai. 

research done on the 
Jews of China previ
ously, he notes, but it 
was all destroyed during 
the Cultural Revolution 
of the 1960s and '70s. 

The center draws re
searchers - professors 
and some graduate stu
dents from Chinese uni
versities. There are four 
main areas of research, . 
Pan notes. These include 
Jewish history, Jewish 
culture, contemporary 
issues - lectures on the 
Middle East are hot top
ics that draw over 100 
people, Pan says - and 
Chinese Jewish history. 
For the firs t three areas, 
the center is dependent 
on foreign sources -such 
as Rabbi Adin 
Steinsaltz's Talmud -
which are translated into 
Chinese. 

"We have some peo
ple who can read He
brew," Pan says, "but no 
one who can read Yid
dish. Wehavesentsome 
students to YIVO in New 
York to study Yiddish 
because we have a lot of 
material in Yiddish." 

Chinese-Jewish his
tory is where the center's 
researchers are most at 
home, so to speak. The 
Jew ish refugees in 
Shanghai in the 1940s 
left a lot of written mate
rial. Pan notes that there 
were three diverse 
groups ofJews in Shang
hai during the war. The 
Sephardim, who num
beredabout 1,000, came 
to Shanghai with the 
British in the first half of 
the 19th century. About 
5,000 Russian Jews 
came initially to Harbin 
in Manchuria after 1881, 
to escape the pogroms in 

Russia. They moved 
south to Shanghai in the 
1930s after the Japanese 
occupied Manchuria. 
Then there were the 
25,000 German, Aus
trian and some .Polish 
Jewish refugees, who 
came in the late 1930s to 
escape the Holocaust. 

Pan reports that there 
are still about 200 Jews 
in Shanghai today, and 
the community has an 
Orthodox rabbi. In Hong 
Kong, there are 6,000 
Jews and five congrega
tions. 

Pan wrote an earlier 
book on the history of 
Chinese-Israeli rela
tions. Title Two Oppor
tunities Missed, he notes 
that Israel was the first 
country in the Middle 
East to recognize the 
Communist government 
of China. The Korean 
War and the Cold War 
prevented the two coun
tries from establishing 
diplomatic relations at 
that point. 

After the Cultural 
Revolution, Israel and 
China began to draw 
closer together in the 
face of a common en
emy in the Soviet Un
ion. Bilateral trade grew 
considerably, mainly 
through Hong Kong, 
before the two nations 
recognized each other in 
1992. 

Panr.btes that he re
ceived an awardfrom the 
Canadian goverrimen tin 
1996 to help finance his 
research on the Jews of 
China. He reports that 
he has traced about 100 
Canadian Jewish nimi
lies whose roots go' back 
to WorldWarII Shang
hai. He began his lecture 

tour in Vancouver and 
Calgary. After Winni-

. peg, he was headed for 
Ottawa before beginning 
a six-city tour of the U.S. 
beginning in New Yark. 
His New York appear
ance is being sponsored 
by the Anti-Defamation 
League. 

*** 
Winnipegger Ada 

Bronstein also has a 
strong interest in Chi
nese Jewish history. 
China is where she lived 
the first parl of her life. 
Bronstein's is one of five 
Winnipeg families wilh 
roots in World War II 
Shanghai. Unlike the 
others who came as refu
gees though, Bronstein's 
family was part of the 
estab lished Russian J ew
ish community most of 
whom came to Shang
hai from Harbin in Man
churia in the 1930s after 
the Japanese invasion. 

Bronstein's parents 
arrived independently of 
each other in Harbin in 
the early 1900s. Like 
man y Russian Jews, they 
were escaping the po
groms and discrimina
tion in Russia. While 
most Russian Jewish 
emigres went to 
America, several thou
simd moved to Harbin. 
That is where she and 
her brother, Rafael, were 
born. 

"My father was trained 
in Russia as a pharma
cist," she recalls. "He 
always owned his own 
drugstore in China. We 
had a comfortable life in 
Harbin. There was never 
any anti-Semitism from 
the Chinese." 

The family moved to 
Shanghai in 1932. While 
Ada studied music and 
became a music educa
tor, her brother, Rafael, 
went to Montpelier in 
southern France to study 
medicine. 

"It was the fashion to 
send sons to Europe for 
their education," she 
notes. 

In Shanghai, life re
mained comfortable for 
Bronstein and her fam
ily. There were always 
servants to do the cook
ing, the laundry and look 
after the children. 
(Cont. on page 7. See 
"People".) 
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ADA BRONSTEIN: A Winnipegger, she had 
roots in China going back to the early 1900s. 

People 
(Cont. from page 6.) , 

In 1945, Ada Lvoffa married Dr. Gregor Bronstein 
who was also originally from Harbin. He worked at 
the Jewish Hospital in Shanghai while she taught 
music at the conservatory. 

"We weren't much effected by the Japanese occu
pation," she says, "but there was a noticeable change 
after the Communists came to power in 1949." 

With the advent of Communism, almost all the 
remairiing Jews of Shanghai left China. Ada 
Bronstein's brother had left earlier for Australia, and 
her parents joined him there in 1949. For the 
Bronsteins, it was more complicated. 
. "I wanted to goto Australia, too," she says, "but my 

husband, who was 44; would have had to go through 
four years of medical school again. They wouldn't 
recognize his French degree. In Canada, he would 
only have to do a one-year internship." 

Thus, in 1952, the Bronsteins arrived in Montreal. 
Gregor did his internship in Chicoutimi and stayed 
another year as a resident. Then he was offered a job 
at the old Grace Hospital here. 

"It was difficult at first not having servants any 
more," Ada recalls. "I didn't know how to cook and 
look after a house, and we had two children when we 
arrived here, and a third on the way. But I adjusted." 

It wasn't long before she was heavily involved in 
the music scene here. Over the years, she has per
formed in over 800 concerts here as a solo pianist or 
as part of an orchestra. She was a seasonal instructor . 
at the university of Manitoba, worked for 25 years at 
the Banff Centre School of Fine Arts and was in
volved for 18 years with the Aurora Musicale. She 
only retired about a year ago. Her daughter, Pauline, 
she notes, is a concert violinist with the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra. 

" ... they make us feel so 
very much at home." 

"When we first came to the Portsmouth, it was like stepping tntoj;aradise. The staff . 
are outstanding and they make us/eel so very much at home." 

- Sybil and Julius Goldman, residents of the Portsmouth Retirement Residence 

The Portsmouth is a new home to many seniors, bringing peace of mind to people like 
Mr. and Mrs. Goldman who found the independence and support they needed: The 
Portsmouth Retirement Residence offers active, carefree living In the kind of surroundings --
seniors appreciate. At our residence you'll have all oCthe comfort and convenience you 
deserve, with a staff that is responsive to your every need. Visit us today and discover your 
own reasons to live at the new Portsmouth Retirement Residence; 

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

125 PORTSMOUTH BLVD., WINNIPEG 

(204) 284-5432 
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">fI" .. -tp,,,, .. Protecting your health. 

Barbara Beattie works with her detector dog Rookie and her colleagues at 
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. They help stop forbidden items from 
entering Canada that could damage our plants and animals or contaminate 
our food supply. This is just one of many services aimed at protecting the 
health of all Canadians. 

To learn more about the hundreds of services 
available from the Government of Canada: 
• Visit the Service Canada Access Centre nearest you 

• Visit www.canada.gc.ca . ""':'''''';' 
• Call 1 800 O-Canada (1800 622-623;l);," 

TIY/TDD: 1800465-7735 Canada 


