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Israeli news 

Unity government 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Potential pitfalls in 
the negotiations were 
avoided by vagueness 
and omission on key 
points. As a result, there 
is no specific reference 
- at least in thc leaked 
versions - to the future 
of Jerusalem's Arab 
neighborhoods. Likud 
officials had demanded 
an explicit commitment 
to keep the entire city 
under Israeli control. 
Nor is there a call to 
dismantle isolated set
tlements. Labor had 
wanted this, but the pro
settler National Reli
gious Party has threat
ened not to join a unity 
government if such pro
visions are included, 
and the Likud does not 
want to lose any of its 
"natural partners" be
cause of a unity gov
ernment. 

commit to any form of 
Palestinian state. 

If a unity government 
is established, it seems 
likely that the cabinet 
will contain eightLikud 
and eight Labor minis
ters, and some 10 other 
ministers from the reli
gious and rightist par
ties and from the Rus
sian immigrant Yisrael 
Ba'Aliyah Party. 
Sharon has offered 
Labor two of the three 
top portfolios - defence, 
foreign affairs and fi
nance bu t key 
Likudniks are urging 
Sharon not to cede fi
nance, with its vast 
power over govern
ment expenditures and 
policy implementation 
in the other ministries. 

eyebrows even further 
when it emerged that
his resignation notwith
standing - Barak was 
considering an offer to 
be Sharon's defence 
minister. 

News analysis 

Barak's term, though short, 
recast Israel's political debate 

By midweek, the 
unity negotiations had 
slowed somewhat. In 
part, this slowdown 
was due to Barak's de
mand that the govern
ment's platform say 
that Israel will agree to 
the creation of a Pales
tinian state. In the past, 
Sharon has said that he 
would not oppose a 
Palestinian state, but 
has set conditions for 
such a state that Labor 
does not accept. Likud 
negotiators in the unity 
talks Were reluctant to 

Given the relative 
ease with which nego
tiators are overcoming 
or setting aside the par
ties' ideological differ
ences, attention has 
turned to the personali
ties involved, espe
cially to Barak's role. 

Some Laborites 
raised their eyebrows 
when the defeated 
prime minister insisted 
on rumiing the party's 
negotiations with 
Likud - just days after 
he told the nation two 
weeks ago, on election 
night, that he would 
leave the Knesset and 
resign as Labor leader 
when Sharon took of
fice. They raised those 

That exacerbated the 
tension between Barak 
and Labor's eld'er 
statesman, Shimon 
Peres. 

Peres is still fuming 
over Barak's refusal to 
step down during the 
election campaign to 
allow Peres to repre
sent Labor, even though 
polls were predicting a 
devastating defeat for 
Barak and a close race 
between Sharon and 
Peres. 

Peres supporters last 
week were trying to in
sert themselves into the 
coalition negotiations, 
openly flouting Barak's 
authority over the party. 

When the media on 
February 12 caught 
Peres himself at the Je
rusalem Hilton Hotel, 
where the unity nego
tiations were taking 
place, Peres said he had 
merely come "for a 
rest. " 

Peres has said he 
wants the foreign af
fairs portfolio in a unity . 
government, and will 
accept n()thing else. But 
some observers say he 
would take defence if 
Barak decided - or was 
persuaded - to make 
good on his resignation. 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
,Friday, Febnmry 23, services 7:3~a.m. & 8;00 p.m. Saturday, February 24, services 9:00a,m. Mincha following 

Klddush. Sunday, February 25, Talhl & Te fill In, 9:30 a,m. Monday. February 26·Thursday, March I ,services 7:30 

a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
BNA Y ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 

Friday, February 23· morning service a17:30 '.m., evening service a15:30 p.m., candle Iighling at 5:43 p.m. 
Saturday, February24· mo~mg service at 9:00 ~.m., ev~ning service at 5:30 p.m. Shabbal ends a16:43 p.m. Sunday, 
February~5. mO~lng servIce .19:00a,m.,evenlng servIce a15:50 p.m. Monday, February 26·Wednesday, February 
28 . mommg servIce al 7:30 a,m., evening service at 5:50 p.m, 

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, February 23. Cundle Iighling: 5:43 p.m. Minchalkabhalat Shabbat: 5:30 p.m. Shaeharis Saturday: 9:30 

a.m. Shabbat ends: 6:43 p.m. 
CHEVRA MISHNAYES SYNAGOGUE 

70? Jeffer~on Avenue. Daily morning service (Monday to Frid.y), 7:30 a.m, Sundays and statutory holidays, 
mommg servIce. 8:00 a.m, Fnday, February 23 (Shevat30), Rosh Chodcsh, Mincha and Kabballas Shabbas, 5:40 
p.m. Saturday, February 24 (Adar I) Second Day Rosh Chodesh, Parshas Mishpalim, morning service, 9:30 a.m.; 
KiddISh and words from the Torah at the conclusion of Musaf. Mineha service, after 12:00 noon, Traditional 
Orthodox services are conducted. and everyone is welcome. 
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 

.561 Wellington Crescent. Daily momin~ service (.Monday.Friday): 7:30 a.m. Daily evening service (Monday. 
Fnd~y): 6:00 p.m. Sunday & statutory holiday mommgs: 9: 15 a.m. Shabbat morning service: 9: 15 a.m., evening 
se':"lee: 6:00 p.m. Shabballlloming: Leamer's minyan (ages g·13) 10:3010 noon. Junior Congregation (younger 
eh.,ldren) 10:3010 noon. Famlly.Mmyan (young children & parents) 10:30. Prairie Ruaeh Minyan· worship for the 
mind, body, heart & soul· starung November 10 at 8 p.m. and continuing the 2nd Friday of each month. 

HERZLIA.ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
.Service schedule for week of February 24-March 2, Parshat Yitro. Candle lighting February 23 at 5:43 p.m. 

Mmc~a: 5:45 p.m. Saturday, February 24: Shabb~t morning sc,;,ice at 9:00 a.m. Mincha at 5:00 p.m. Followed by 
Maanv/Havd~lIah. Shabbat ends at6:43 p.m. JunIOr CO!lgregatlOn 3·5 years, 6·8 years. NCSY Youth Minyan (for 
ages 9.18-) bemgs 9: 15 a.m. promplly. Sunday Shachant servIces at 9:00 a.m. Daily shaeharit services: 7:00 a.m. 

Minchalmaariv services: 5:00 p.m. 
ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 

F~iday, February 23, sundown 6:0 I p.m., candle lighting at 5:43 p.m" morning service at 7: 15 a.m., evening 
scrvl~e at5:4? p.m. Saturday;February 24, sundown 6:03 p.m., Rosh Chodesh Adar I, morning service .t9:00a.m., 
evening servIce at ~:25 p.".', Shabbat ends at6:45 p.m. Sunday, February 25, sundown 6:04 p.m., morning service 
at 9:00 a.m., evenmg se!"'lIec at 6:00 p.m. Monday, February 26-Wedncsday, February 28, sundown 6:04 p.m., 
morning service at 7:30 a.m., lovening service at 6:00 p.m: 

TALMUDTORAH-BETHJACOBSYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday, February 23 at 5:43 p,m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 

at 5:45 p.m. Saturday morning service at 9: 15 a.m. Rosh Chodesh Adar. Sedra of the week· Mishpatim. Parshat 
Shekalim. Mincha'scrvice at 5: 15 p.m., followed by Talmud Shiur. Shabbat ends at 6:43 p.m. Sunday shacharit 
service at 9:00 a.m. Daily shacharit service (Monday to Friday) at 7:30 a.m. Daily MinchaiMaariv services at 6:00 
p.m. Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to anend. 

By MICHAEL S. 
ARNOLD 

NEW YORK (JTA) 
- Ehud Barak's term as 
Israeli prime minister 
was among the shortest 
in Israeli history, but in 
just 19 months he suc
ceeded in altering the 
strategic landscape of 
the Middle East and 
recasting the terms of 
Israeli political debate, 

Barak's most recog
nized accomplishment 
was the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from 
southern Lebanon af
ter a bloody l8-year 
engagement. 

In that sense, Barak 
and the man who de
featedhimFebruary 13, 
Likud Party leader 
Ariel Shar:on, stand as 
bookends in Israeli his
tory: Sharon was the 
man who led Israeli 
forces into Lebanon, 
Barak the one who took 
them out. 

The ultimate verdict 
on the withdrawal is 
still out, however, as 
Hezbollah militants 
continue to harass Is
rael along its northern 
border and many Pal
estinians consider 
Hezbollah's wartactics 
a model for the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Still, Barak's bold 
move ended the slow 
bloodletting of Israeli 
youth in southern Leba
non, removed a strate
gic card from the Syr
ian arsenal and erased a 
major stain on Israel's 
international reputa
tion. 

On the peace proc
ess, Barak is scorned 
by many Israelis for his 
willingness to consider 
extraordinary conces
sions ,even in the face 
of Palestinian violence. 
History, however, may 
judge Barak's efforts 
differen tl y . 

By going further than 
any other Israeli leader 
in his pursuit of final 
peace agreements with 
the Palestinians and 
Syrians - only to be met 
with intransigence and 
rejection - Barak's 
greatest achievement 
may have been to pull 
the masks off Israel's 
"peace partners" as no 

EHUD BARAK, outgoing Is
raeli prime minister: He pulled 
the masks off Israel's "peace 
partners" as no rightwinger 
ever could. 

The major 
concessIOns 
Barak re
portedly was 
willing to of
fer -dividing 
Jerusalem, 
giving the 
Palestinians 
unprec
edented con
trol of the 
Temple 
Mount, relin
quishing vir
tually all the 
land Israel 
won in the 
1967 Six
Day War -
destroyed 
many of Is-

right winger ever could. 
Cri ticized . for 

"zigzagging" on impor
tant policies in 'office, 
Barak displayed a re
markable consistency 
in his attitude toward 
the peace process. 

Despite his courage 
in touching what he. 
called the "living heart" 
of the Israeli-Palestin
ian conflict, he always 
was skeptical of the 
Oslo process and never 
really trusted Palestin
ian intentions. 

From his days as 
army chief of staff 
when the 1993 Oslo 
accord was negotiated 
under Prime Minster 
Yitzhak Rabin, Barak 
objected to what he 
considered a major 
weakness of the peace 
process: the focus on 
interim agreements un
der which Israel gradu
ally surrendered its bar
gaining chips without 
having an idea of the 
Palestinian endgame. 

After becoming 
prime minister, Barak 
refused to implement 
the remaining with
drawals demanded of 
Israel, and instead 
sought to go straight to 
a final agreement, even 
if it entailed deeper Is
raeli concessions. 

While that final 
agreement proved be
yond his grasp, Barak
unlike even his pred
ecessor, the Likud' s 
Benjamin Netanyahu -
did not tum over even 
one acre ofland to Pal
estinian control. 

rael's sacred cows of 
the last three decades, 
and seem likely to set 
the parameters of Is
raeli political debate in 
the coming years. Yet 
those concessions were 
not enough for the Pal
estinians. 

Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat 
continued to hold out 
for the "right" of some 
3 million to 4 million 
Arab refugees and their 
descendants to return to 
homes they left in 1948, 
a demand that would 
amount to demographic 
suicide for Israel. 

And Arafat refused to 
countenance any meas
ure of Israeli control of 
holy sites in Jerusalem, 
denying any Jewish his-, 
torical tie to the Tem
ple Mount. Arafat's re
sponse to Barak's offer 
was the low-intensity 
war that has engulfed 
the Palestinian territo
ries since late Septem
ber. 

In effect, the Pales
tinians overthrew 
Barak,justas they over
threw his two predeces
sors. 

With his return to vio
lence, Arafat more than 
any other individual is 
responsible for the vic
tory of Sharon, a man 
the Palestinians profess 
to hate. That lesson is 
instructive for what it 
says of Palestinian in
tentions, and points to 
the greatest danger now 
facing Israel. .... . 

Israeli news 

Israeli medics carry a body to an ambulance as police and army person
nel clean up the scene south of Tel Aviv following a terror attack 
Febr~ary 14. A Palestinian bus driver from the Gaza Strip rammed his 
bus m~o a group of Israeli soldiers and civilians killing eight and 
wou~dmg ~O others in the deadliest terror attack in Israel in four years 
Credtt: YOSS! AlonilJTA. • 

Palestinians step up violence
Eight are killed in terror attack 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JT A) - The Pal
estinians appear detelmined to guar
antee that Ariel Sharon does not en
joy a honeymoon. Just as Israeli se
~urity officials predicted, Palestin
Ian violence has surged since 
Sharon's victory in prime ministe
rial elections two weeks ago. 

On February 14, at least eight Is
raelis were killed and 20 wounded 
when a Palestinian driver plowed a 
bus int~ a crowded bus stop south of 
Tel AVIV, the deadliest terrorist at
tack in Israel in four years. Seven 
soldiers were among the dead. An 
anonymous caller to Israel Radio's 
Arabic service said the military wing 
of Hamas carried out the attack. The 
driver was wounded during a police 
chase and apprehended some 20 mi les 
south of the scene of the assault 
which took place outside the Tei 
Aviv suburb of Holon. 

The attack came a day after Israel 
ass~~sin~ted a. Pal~stinian security 
offlc~al m a pmpomt helicopter at
tack In the Gaza Strip. Missiles de
stroyed the car in which Massoud 
Ayad, 54, was traveling on February 
13, A member of Palestinian Au
thority President Yasser Arafat's 
Force 17 bodyguard unit, Ayad had 
been recruited by Hezbollah in Leba
non to carry out attacks against Israel 
from inside the West Bank and Gaza . 
Strip, Israeli officials said. 

On February 14, President Bush 
c~lled for an end to the escalating 
VIOlence. Bush saidhe called Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak after the 
Palestinian terror attack, "As I told 
the prime minister, the tragic cycle 
of'violent action and reaction be
tween Israel and the Palestinians, 
particularly the escalation last week, 
needs to stop," Bush said. 

Barak called the February 14 deadly 
hit-and-run attack an "abominable 
crime" and tightened a blockade of 

Palestinian-ruled areas. He also sus
pended VIP permits that enable sen
ior Palestinian officials to travel be
tween the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
through Israel. Sharon said through a 
spoke.sman that. the attack proved 
terrOrIsts do not dIfferentiate between 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
"the heart of Israel." 

Arafat dismissed the incident as a 
"road accident." Police said the driver 
of the bus was a 35-year-old Pales
tinian father of three who had Israeli 
security clearances and had worked 
for the Egged bus company for the 
past five years fenying Palestinians 
to jobs in Israel. 

Witnesses to the attack said the bus 
stop was packed with soldiers and 
civilians waiting for lifts when the 
bus driven by the Palestinian 
careened into the stop shortly before 
8 a.m. The bus then sped south on the 
main highway toward Gaza. Ro'i, a 
soldier who travels from the stop 
every day and arrived shortly after 
the attack, said, "People didn't know 
what had happened, there were heads 
with no bodies. It was horrific." 

The driver's relatives said he was 
n~t affiliated with any Islamic group. 
HIS brother said his desperate eco
nomic situation due to the Israeli 
closure, or the Israeli "aggression" 

. a~ainst P~lestinians, may have driven 
h!m to .hIS act. Israeli security offi
CIals sard the driver had his clearance 
renewed just two weeks ago. 
Depu~y Defence Minister Ephraim 

Sneh saId Isr_ael' s security establish
ment would have to review the 
scr~e.ning process for granting Pal
estIl1JanS entry permits into Israel. 
Palestinian officials blamed Israel 
for the attack. The Palestinian Au
tho~ity official in charge of justice, 
Frelh Abu Medein; said the attack 
was a result of what he called Israel's 
use of excessive force against the 
Palestinians. 
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News analysis . 

Mid~ast regio'!al war unlikely, 
desplte alarmzng new tensions 
By A VI MACHLIS 

JERUSALEM 
(JTA) - It did 

was elected ISrael's 
prime minister for 
alarms to sOllnd from 
the Arab world. On the 
day after the February 
6 elections, the Syrian 
government newspaper 
AI-Thawra branded 
Sharon's victory a dec
laration of war. The 
Arab League later 
warned that Sharon 
could lead the entire 
Middle East toward dis
aster. 

Ehud Barak, the in
cumbent prime minis
ter trounced by Sharon, 
had tried to frighten Is
raelis during the cam
paign by warning that 
Sharon would drag the 
region into chaos. Post
election U.S, appeals 
for regional calm also 
reflected the fear that a 
storm was brewing. 

Even as violence in
tensifies in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
however, several ex
perts told JTA that the 
chances of an all-out 
Mideast war are slim. 
By and large, the ex
perts said, Arab lead
ers -at least among Is
rael's immediate 
neighbors - are keen to 
maintain stability and 
avoid conflict. "The 
situation is unstable, 
but it is not nearly as 
unstable as it seems" , 
said Gerald Steinberg, 
a political science pro
fessor and strategic ex
pert at Bar-Ilan Univer
sity. "The self·.jnterest 
of the regimes and the 
Arab countries to avoid 
war is'very high." 

Many Arabs consider 
Sharon a war criminal , 
but the contrast be
tween popular Arab 
disgust and the re
sponse of key Arab 
leaders has been stark. 
While fiery editorials 
in the Arab press de
nounce Israelis' deci
sion to elect Sharon, 
many key Arab leaders 
have issued measured 
responses -even as they 
warn of dire conse
quences if Sharon back
tracks on the peace 
process. 

Security personnel inspect the remains of a car 
bomb after it exploded February 8 near J erusa
le~'s fervently Orthodox Mea Shearim 
neighborhood, injuring one person. In the wake 
of the attack, Israeli Prime Minister-elect Ariel 
Sharon reiterated that he would not restart 
peace talks wi.th the Palestinians until violence 
ends. Credit: lTA. 

Amid the upsurge in 
violence, Palestinian 
Authority President 
Yasser Arafat con
gratulated Sharon and 
said he would wait to 
see the direction and 
shape of the new Israeli 
government. A meet
ing of Arab foreign 
ministers in Amman 
took a similar position. 
Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak has 
said explicitly theit his 
country wants to avoid 
war. 

"Even in Syria, where 
the rhetoric is in the 
opposite direction, the 
behavior has been cau
tious," Steinberg said, 
referring to Syria's per
ceived restraint of 
HezboIla~ gunmen on 
the Israel-Lebanon bor
der. 

"The Syrians and 
Egyptians clearly know 
that their militaries are 
not up to fighting Is
rael. Syria has not ac
quired a single weapon 
-nothing that moves -
since the collapse ofthe 
Soviet Union." 

But that does not 

mean there are no lurk
ing threats. "In the 'in
ner circle,' we still have 
peace agreements that 
have to be maintained 
and can survive the 
shock," said Martin 
Kramer, director of the 
Dayan Center for Mid
dle East Studies at Tel 
Aviv University. "The 
overall perspective of 
Israel is that the major 
threats come from out
side the 'inner circle,' 
and potentially from 
Iran and Iraq down the 
road." 

Even so, Kramer does 
not expect to soon see 
nonconventional weap
onsraining down on Tel 
Aviv, or the Iraqi army 
rumb ling across Jordan 
toward Jerusalem. 

Still, the incoming 
Israeli government is 
taking nothing for 
granted. Dore Gold, a 
former ambassador to 
the United Nations and 
one of Sharon 's key for
eign policy advisers 
during .the transition 
period, gave a more 
pessimistic view of the 
regional situation . . . 
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