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Israeli news 

News analysis 

As bulldozers roll, conflict simmers on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM 
(JTA) - Israel's elec
tions and the suspen
sion ofIsraeli -Palestin
ian peace talks have 
created the impression 
that the controversy 
over control of Jerusa
lem's Temple Mount 
has been deferred_ On 
the ground, however, 
the controversy sur
rounding the site deep
ens every day. 

already-in-' 
flamed Pales
tinian populace 
could be explo-
sIve. 

The site, the 
holiest in the 
Jewish reli
gion, is one of. 
the holiest sites 

. in Islam-as well. 

refused to recognize 
Israeli sovereignty over 
the site, for years the 
Wakf maintained an 
informal cooperation 
with Israeli inspectors 
when conducting work 
on the Temple Mount. 

But tensions mounted 
after the 1993 Oslo ac
cords as the Palestinian 
Authority wrested con
trol of the Wakf from 
Jordan. 

The Palestinian Au
thority abruptly cut off 
all cooperation with Is- . 

'rael after 1996 riots fol
lowing Israel's opening 
of a new exit from an 
archaeological tunnel 
in Jerusalem's Old 
<;;ity. 

Since then, the Wakf 
has refused to allow Is
raeli inspectors to 
monitor its work, and 
often disseminates mis
leading information 
about the work's scope. 

Neither archaeolo
gists nor journalists 
have been allowed to 
inspect the site. 

Beyond the larger 
question of sovereignty 
over the site - which 
the two sides began to 
address during last Ju
ly's Camp David sum
mit - at issue is a lon:g
simmering dispute over 
whether Israel should 
prevent construction 
work being carried out 
by the Wakf, or Islamic 
religious trust, whose 
Palestinian Authority
appointed officials 
have day-to-day con
trol over the site. 

A Chasidic' man walks by the Dome of the Rock, 
housed on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem's Old City. 
Many Jews in Israel fear that construction work being 
carried out on the Mount by the Islamic religious trust, 
who have day-to-day control over the site, is causing 
irreparable damage to archaeological remains from 
the First and Second Temple periods. Credit: Brian 
HendlerlJTA. 

Israeli archae
ologists last 
month called 
for greater su
pervision of 
Wakf excava
tions. Their call 
followed re
ports that bull-

dozers had dug Israel kills Palestinian official 
a deep ditch JERUSALEM (JTA) _ Israel killed a senior 
near the Dome 
of ,the Rock, Palestinian security official in a helicopter rocket 

attack February 13 in the Gaza Strip. An Israel causing dam- d 
Defence Force spokesman said Massoud Aya ,an 

~~~in~ f~~~~~ officer in Palestinian Authority President Yasser 

Many Israelis fear 

that the work being car
ried out on the Mount, 
which the Wakf has 
prevented Israel from 
supervising, is causing 
irreparable damage to 

archaeological remains 
from the First and Sec- . 
ond Temple periods. If 
Israel attempts to inter
fere, however, the re
percussions among an 
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Arafat's Force 17 bodyguard unit, had been re-
Second Temple period. cruited by Hezbollah to carry out terror attacks 
The archaeologists against Israelis in the Gaza Strip. Following the 
charge that during ex- rocket attack, IsraeH soldiers and Palestinian gun-
tensive construction men exchanged heavy gunfire at several places in 
work over the past two Gaza .. 
years, thousands of tons Activists protest settler's sentence, 
of gravel- which could JERUSALEM (JTA) _ Human rights activists 
contain imporfant rel- demonstrated outside a Jerusalem court where a 
ics-have been removed judge sentenced a Jewish settler, convicted in the 
from the Mount. death of a Palestinian child, to six months of 

The Wakf has uncer- community service at a nursing home. A court had 
emoniously dumped ruled that Nahum Korman did not intend to kill 
much of the gravel in a Hilmi Shousha in 1996. . . 
trash heap. Experts con- Israel to pay Australian athlete 
tend that those artifacts JERUSALEM (JTA) _ Israel agreed to pay $4 
not utterly destroyed by million' U.S. in compensation to Sasha Elterman, 
their handling have an Australian athlete seriously injured when a 
been rendered archaeo-
logically useless when bridge collapsed at the opening ceremony of the 
the earth on the site is 1997 Maccabiah Games. Finance Minister 
scooped up by a bull- 'Avraham Shochat said he hoped the February 13 
dozer, mixing finds compromise would end the dispute between Israel 
from diverse periods. and the Australian Jewish community over the 
The archaeologists' disaster. -
charges have prompted Debate erupts over alleged murder 
several prominent Is- JERUSALEM (JT A) - Palestinians said a 14-
raelis, among them left- year-old boy was shot in the chest and killed by 
ist writers like A.B. Israeli fire in the Gaza Strip, but the Israeli army 
Yehoshua and Yizhar called the claim a lie, saying soldiers did not fire in 
SmiJansky, to urge the the area at the time. Elsewhere in the Gaza Strip, 
government to take an Israeli civilian was lightly wounded by Pales-
steps to stop the Wakf- tinian sniper fire in the Neveh Dekalim industrial 
supervised work. zone. 

The public campaign Pollard seeks Sharon's help 
is being orchestrated by JERUSALEM (JTA) - Convicted spy Jonathan 
the Committee for the Pollard called on Israeli Prime Minister-elect Ariel 
Prevention of Damage Sharon to press President Bush to grant him a 
to Antiquities on the pardon. "You have it in your power to rectify a 
Temple Mount, a coa- great injustice in which Israel has been complicit 
lition of archaeologists for 16 years," Pollard said in a letter to Sharon. 
and public figures, as Pollard, a former U.S. Navy intelligence analyst, 
well as activists who is serving a life sentence for spying for Israel. 
question whether Mus- Britain: Israel abusing suspect 
lims should have con- JERUSALEM (JTA) - Britain is accusing Is-
trol of the Temple raelofphysically abusing a British citizen arrested 
Mount. For its part, the by Israeli officials last month on charges that he 
Wakfhas done little to was recruited by Hezbollah to carry out a terror 
defusethecontrqyersy;< -<att!:lck. A doctor confirmed Jihad Shoman's com
Though it a~ways has. plaint,,~ritain's Foreign Ministry said. 
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Local League for Human Rights officials: 

Middle East-related 
violence bypassed 

Winnipeg 
A surge in anti-Semitic vIolence in Canada last 

year related to the increased tension in the 
Middle East didn't have much impact in 
Winnipeg, says a local spokesperson for B 'nai 
Brith Canada's League for Human Rights. 

The league's Winnipeg-based Midwest Region 
recorded four anti-Semitic incidents in the year 
2000, says the league's annual national audit of 
such incidents, released last week. 

That's one more than in 1999. 
But David Davis, chair of that local branch of 

the league, last Sunday described all four inci
dents as "fairly minor". That contrasts with 
Montreal, Toront ,and some other Ontario cities, 
where incidents included some more serious acts 
of vandalism after the renewal of the Palestinian 
Intifada last September. 

The Winnipeg incidents included a message 
left on the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg's 
answering machine last October, a few weeks 
after the renewal of the Intifada. 

The message said: "Jewish people in Canada 
better watch their backs. Every Jew is gonna pay 
when we start killing your children." 

Despite the message's ominous sound, Davis 
downplayed its seriousness. 

"Obviously, if somebody was going to carry 
out something like that, it would be pretty 
severe." But police investigated that incident, 
and didn't lay any charges. 

Sargeant Ron Johansson, diversity relations 
officer for the Winnipeg Police Service, last 
Tuesday said police looked into that October 8 
answering machine message, but had no way of 
tracing it. Police did increase patrols around 
the Asper Jewish Community Campus and did a 
"security check" and more detailed "security 
audit" there afterwards. 

In the other three incidents the League for 
Human Rights recorded in Winnipeg: 

• a swastika was painted last December on a 
Jewish ,Winnipegger 's garage. 

• Holocaust denial pamphlets were left in a 
Winnipeg apartment block last November. 

• A Winnipeg "supervisor" tried to soothe a 
Jewish employee, after learning that employee 
was Jewish, by saying she'd "never met any nor
mal Jews before". 

Davis said the larger Middle Eastern popula
tions in cities like Toronto and Montreal might 
help explain the increase in anti-Semitic vio
lence there. after the Temple Mount riots in late 
September. _ 

He and Alan Yusim, the new local B 'nai Brith 
Canada executive director, cautioned, however, 
that only about "10 per cent" of anti-Semitic 
hate crimes are reported to the league. 

Yusim also noted that Winnipeg police 
recorded a total of "seven anti-Semitic inci
dents" last year. 

Johansson last Tuesday said the incidents 
included youths daubing Crescentwood/Ft. 
Rouge United Church with swastikas and other 
Nazi and racist graffiti early last year. 

1\vo youths were arrested in connection with 
that, but he wasn't sure what the outcome was. 
Johansson added that the content of the graffiti 
prompted police to classify them as anti
Semitic. 

See related story on page 13, headlined "Anti
Semitic violence, vandalism 'increased in 
Cannda, report says" . 

Winter storms hit Israel 
A runner battling the gale-force winds along the Tel Aviv promenade 
February 20. In the background, a bulldozer tries to repair sand 
defences. Copyright: lsranet. 

Most of Israel was battered by storms February 20 that brought gale
force winds reaching up to I] 0 kms per hour. About a dozen people were 
injured, one very seriously, from faIling trees and masonry. Electricity 
pylons and traffic lights crashed to the ground causing power outages in 
many areas of the country, but particularly in the north. Traffic in the major 
cities was severely disrupted by falling trees. Most roads in the Golan were 
closed overnight due to heavy snow as the temperature dropped dramati
cally during the day. 

So close but yet so fa~: Israeli 
unity proving elusive 

By NAOMI SEGAL 
JERUSALEM 

(JTA) Israeli Prime 
Minister-elect Ariel 
Sharon is finding that 
achieving unity in 
Israel, even in the 
midst of a national 
crisis, is far from easy. 
Sharon's talks with 
the Labor Party 
toward forming a 
national unity govern
ment seemed all but 
completed late two 
weeks ago, but the 
efforts hit a snag two 
weekends ago. 

Likud officials 
blame the delay on 
strife within Labor 
over the possibility 
that outgoing Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak, 
who had promised to 
resign after losing to 
Sharon in February 6 
elections, would 
instead . become 
Sharon's defence min
i~ter. A meeting of the 
Labor Party Central 
Committee - original
ly slated for February 
20 to endorse the 
unity government -
was postponed until 
this week. with Labor 
officials citing ongo
ing n~gotiations with 
Likud on the coalition 
agreement. 

But _ political 
observers said Barak, 

ARIEL SHARON, 
prime minister
elect: Called on the 
political parties to 
"rise above petty 
politics and their 
own individual 
interests" and help 
fonn a unity govern
ment. /sranel photo. 

who still holds the 
party leadership, 
delayed the meeting 
because he feared he 
would not win the 
committee's support 
to become defence 
minister. Citing 
Barak's election-night 
resignation notice, 
senior Labor officials 
have sharply criti
cized his decision in 
principle two weeks 
ago to accept the 
defence portfolio. 
Labor must formally 
accept the coalition 
plan before Sharon 
can assign cabinet 
posts and present the 
coalition for Knesset 
approval. 

YOSSI BEILIN, 
outging justice min
ister: One of the 
Labor Party's firm 
opponents of a unity 
government. /srane/ 

ph 0/0. 

Justice Minister 
Yossi Beilin, a vehe
ment opponent of a 
unity government, 
said February 19 that 
the opposition of key 
Labor officials, 
including Foreign 
Minister Shlomo Ben
Ami, would foil 
Sharon's attempts for 
a unity government. 

A bitter power 
struggle has erupted 
within Labor since 
Barak's supposed res
ignation, with Ben
Ami. cabinet minister 
Haim Ramon and 
Knesset Speaker 
Avraham Burg among 
those considering a 
run for party leader. 

(Cont. on page 17. 
See "Unity govern
ment elusive".) 
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