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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

LABINSKY 
Sharon & Benson Labinsky are thrilled to an
nounce the arrival of two new grandsons. On 
December 5th, 2000 in Cleveland, NACHUM 
DOVID was born to Rabbi Jordan & Shari 
Labinsky. Nachum was named in memory of his 
beloved great-aunt Dale Noreen Rayter. He is 
welcomed by his brothers Moshe & Nosson. 
On December 9th, 2000 in Israel, REPHAEL 
MEIR was born to Brent & Tammy Labinsky. 
Rephael was named in memory of his great-great
uncle Frank Labinsky. He is welcomed by his 
brother Kalman, and sisters Sara & Meira. Nachum 
& Rephael are two new great-grandsons for Bobby 
Rayter. 

MARRIAGE ANNOUNCEMENT 
WISEMAN-BARCESSAT 

Nathan and Eva Wiseman are pleased to announce 
the marriage of their son DR. SAM WISEMAN to 
NATALIE BARCESSAT, daughter of Robert 
and Stella Barcessat of Montreal. The wedding 
took place in Montreal on February II, 200 I. 
Sam and Natalie reside in Buffalo, N.Y., where 
Sam is doing a post-graduate fellowship in cancer 
surgery. 
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• 1 Day Repairs 
• Name Pendants 
• Chai's & Mezzuzot 
• Diamonds & Gold 
• Movado • Tag· Bulova 
• Watch Repai rs 

CALL OR VISIT 

:@~ 
404 Portage 949-0715 

~////////////////// 

Jewish Post 
& News 

deadline for 
news & 

advertisi ng: 
Friday, noon 

for the 
following 

week's issue 

Live Music for ail Occasions 
e-mai£: eumusic@escape.ca 

CALL ELI HERSCOVITCH AT 489-5267 

Sholem Aleichem Community 
Jewish Secular Humanistic Community 

Childen's Sunday School Adult Ed 
Holiday Events 888-0773 

Donate your used vehicle today! 
Get a charitable tax receipt. 
Help kids. Feel Good. 

Touch many lives with 
one simple phone call. 

An initiative of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg /CJA 
in association with Rossbrook House. 
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Get in-depth news from Winnipeg's 
Jewish community, Israel 
& rest of the Jewish world 

Subscribe to The Jewish Post & News 
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Jewish Child and Family Service ESL program 
fills need of senior Jewish immigrants 
Classes help them improve language skills, learn more about Judaism 

T wice a week 
since Septem
ber, Hana Barak 

has been travelling 
from her Garden City 
apartment to the Jew
ish Child & Family 
Service offices at the 
Asper Jewish Commu
nity Campus to partici
pate in a relatively new 
program for older Jew
ish immigrants. 

OUR UTn.E SHTE11. 

The special English 
as a Second Language 
(ESL) program is 
aimed to help senior im
migrants not only im
prove their English lan
guage skills in a group 
of their peers, but also 
to learn more about 
Judaism and have the 
opportunity to interact 
with other Jewish sen
IOrs. 

"We realized that 
there was a major need 
here," says Emily 
Shane, the executive 
director of the JCFS. 
"Immigrants over a cer
tain age are not usually 
eligible for govern
ment-sponsored ESL 
programs. That leaves 
senior immigrants iso
lated. " 

While the JCFS has 
been offering ESL 
classes from time to 
time over the years, 
finding the funding has 
often been a stumbling 
block, Shane notes. 
That problem was 
solved three years ago 
when the provincial 
government, through 
its Department of 
Labor, Citizenship and 
Mul ticul turalism, 
agreed to underwrite 
the Jewish seniors' ESL 
program. There is also 
some funding from the 
Jewish Immigrant Aid 
Society, Shane notes. 

The program, which 
runs from September 
through June, started 
with half a dozen stu
dents, and currently has 
an enrollment of 20 in 
two classrooms. The 

From left: Hana Barak, Sofya Paradny, Misha Petutin, Anna Choch. 
students range from re
cent immigrants, such 
as Misha Petutin, who 
came here from the 
Ukraine just eight 
months ago, to Anna 
Choch, originally from 
Chernowitch in Russia, 
who has been here for 
23 years. 

"Our students are 
very capable, moti
vated learners with 
strong ed ucational 
backgrounds," says 
Florence Burshtein, 
one of the two ESL 
teachers (along with 
Zina Lazareck). "Lan
guage is their biggest 
barrier." 

The morning sessions 
run for two hours each. 
Students learn life 
skills, such as how to 
dial for help and how to 
describe medical symp
toms to a doctor as part 
of their course. 

Also being at the 
campus, they are able 
to participate on Tues
days in the Stay Young 
Club seniors programs 
Tuesday afternoons or 
work out at the Rady 
Jewish Community 
Centre. 

Shane reports that the 
number of new Jewish 
immigrant families 
coming to Winnipeg 
remains consistent 
from year to year. This 
year, the JCFS service 
is looking forward to 
assisting another 65 
families, mainly from 
the foriner Soviet Un
Ion. 

.. A lot are coming 
without any govern
ment help in place," she 
says. "Forthepastcou-

ESL teacher Florence Burshtein: The students 
are "very capable, motivated learners". 

pIe of years, the em
phasishas been on fam
ily sponsorship, with 
your family assuming 
responsibility for you. 
You have to be here for 
10 years before you be
come eligible for gov
ernment benefits." 

*** 
Svetlana Kretskaia is 

one of those more re
cent Jewish immigrants 
from Russia. She came 
here in December, 
1999, to join her 
brother, Ilya 
Tchernomorski, and 
other family members 
here. 

Kretskaia is from a 
city near Moscow from 
which, she says, most 
of the Jewish popula
tion has left. 

Trained as a dancer 
and ~horeographer, 
Kretskaia and her hus
band, Max Kretski, 

were living in 
Vladivostok, dancing 
with a troupe there, 
when they made the de
cision that she should 
come to Winnipeg. 

"It is very difficult for 
young people to live in 
Russia," she explains. 
"Even if you have ajob, 
you don't earn much 
money. We couldn't 
see a future for us 
there." 

Kretskaia is currently 
attending an ESL class 
and working in the 
kitchen at the Beth Is
rael Synagogue part 
time. 

She is working to 
bring her husband, 
Max, here, and she and 
her brother are also sav
ing to bring their par
ents and older brother 
and his family here. 
(Cont. on page 7. See 
"People".) 
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People 
(Cont. from page 6.) 

Kretskaia would also 
like to go back to uni
versity with an eye to
ward a career in day 
care. And she doesn't 
regret for one minute 
her decision to come to 
Winnipeg. 

Asper Foundation program 
(Cont. from page 3.) 

"TIie cold I am used 
to," she says, "and I 
love the summers 
here. " 

*** 

SVETLANA 
KRETSKAIA, recent 
immigrant: "It is very 
difficult for young 
people to live in Rus-

"Some of these kids live in a community of non
Jews, and will return better able to deal with racial 
issues of non-tolerance," he says. "The direct 
result of this program is the kids become the 
spokespeople."That's well worth the halfmillion 
dollars it will cost the foundation to transport close 
to 400 Canadian youth from Halifax to Vancouver 
on the four-day return trip. (Parents of participants 
in communities outside Winnipeg are askcd to put 
up about 60 per cent of the costs for their child.) 

Is it worth it? According to Beth Shore of Win
nipeg, hotel, meal and touring coordinator, there is 

This year marks the sia." 
50th anniversary of the 
formation of the Jew
ish Child & Family 
Service. The JCFS was 
formed in 1951 through 
an amalgamation of the 
Jewish Family Service 
Bureau of Winnipeg 
(formerly the United 
Hebrew Social Service 
Bureau) and the Jewish 
Children's Home. As 
part of the celebrations, 
the JCFS is producing 
a book - to be written 
by renowned Winnipeg 
educator Sybil Shack -

Sybil Shack: Writing 
commemorative book 
on 50 years of Jewish 
Child & Family Serv-
ice. 

highlighting the history of the organization. 
"We want to get in touch with as many people as 

we can who have had an association with the 
agency either as employees, 'volunteers or cli
ents," Shack says. "We are looking for anecdotes 
and photographs. While a brochure or pamphlet 
was considered, people often read them and throw 
them away. I suggested wewrite a small, softcover 
paperback that goes beyond the names and num
bers." 

Shack's own association with the type of serv
ices offered by the JCFS pre-dates the present 
organization. In the post-war years, she and her 
parents took in Jewish war orphans, notably· John 
Hirsch who went on to become a major force in 
Canadian theatre. 

After she retired from the education system in 
1976, she joined the JCFS board and served on the 
board for five or six years. She was invited back to 
serve on the 50th anniversary committee. 

There is no deadline yet for completion of the 
book, she says. Because she has become hard of 
hearing, she asks that all phone calls be referred to 
Merrill Shwaid at the JCFS office, or send faxes to 
Sybil Shack. 

Hours to Share Welcomes 
Gwen Seder Creative Living Centre 'G wen Secter Creative Living Centre is 

thrilled tobe the new participating or
ganization in the Hours to ~lare Pro

gram. The centre thanks the Asper Foundation 
for the funds that allow us to be pmtofthis very 
worthwhile community program. 

The centre is a multi-purpose senior facility 
that provides educational, recreational, and 
cultural programs to those 55 years of age and 

over. Volunteers act as the <!riving force for 

these programs and help sustain various op
erational areas of the centre. 

The Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre is 
in need of volunteers in the following areas: 

- Library Gust acquired 1000 books from the 
Jewish Library) 

- Pack Hospital Meals, 
- Meals on Wheels 
- Bake for special events 

- Instructors to teach; Bridge, Mah Jongg, 
Computers, Israeli Dance & Exercise classes. 

- Educational Lectures 

- Entertainment Lectures 

- Outreach programming (phone calls, vis-

its, presentations, escort isolated individuals " 
to centre) 

- front reception desk, 

These opportunities are available to indi
viduals of all ages. Interested? Call Maurene 
Cohen at Hours to Share at the number listed in 
the ad at right. 

Helping save lives 
Captain Bruno Castonguay coordinates air rescue for the Canadian Forces. 

He and his colleagues and partners help Canadians in danger. They respond 

around the clock to emergencies on land or at sea and help save lives, This is 

just one of the hundreds of services provided by the Government of Canada. 

For Plore information on government services: 

• Visit the Service Canada Access Centre nearest you 

• Visit www.canada.gc.ca 
• Call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800622-6232) 
TTY/TDD: 1800465-7735 Canada 

Wednesday, February 28, 2001, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 7 

an amazing change in the kids over four days. "The 
first day they are totally nonchalant adjusting to 
new sUiToundings and strangers, but by the fourth 
day, they are overwhelmed. "The secret," she 
says, "lies in the training. They are trained to know 
what to expect." 

Upon completion of the program, each student 
receives a "Memorandum For Personal Responsi
bility", which establishes a contract between the 
student and the Asper Foundation ... " to remember 
ollr past, so you can make a difference in the 
future. " 

For additional information or to receive an ap
plication, contact: Heather Mowatt @ the Asper 
Foundation. 
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Gwen Secter 
Creative Living 

Centre 

needs 

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS 

For more information contact 
Maurene Cohen at 477-7435 
yolunteerbureau@aspercampus,mb,ca 

www,jcwjshwjnnipcg,org 

Hours to Share 
15 proud to be 

part of the 
International Year 

of Volunteers. 


