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WAG opens exhibition of 
Asian-influenced porcelain 

WINNIPEG, January 5, 
2001: For centuries East 
and West have been fasci

nated by each other's culture, reli
gions, politics, and art. Artistic 
ideas have been one of the more 
obvious exchanges, and a new ex
hibition opening at The Winnipeg 
Art Gallery explores one aspect of 
it. The Dragon's Journey: The In
fluence of Chinese and Japanese 
Porcelain on European Ceramics 
opens atthe WAG on February 8, 
continuing until April 29. 

The Winnipeg Art Gallery has a 
significant collection of decorative 
arts, in particular its holdings of 
18th and 19th century British Ce
ramics, a number of which will be 
on display in this show. This exhi
bition allows the WAG to celebrate 
this aspect of its collection by high
lighting the great array of works 
influenced by Chinese and Japa
nese innovations in ceramic deco
ration and technology. As well as 
the popular Chinese blue and white, 
the exhibition will contain exam-

pIes of Japanese Kakiemon (tur
quoise, red, light blue, and yellow 

. enamels on a white background) 

and Imari (dark red and blue-black 
with gilding on a white back

ground). Eastern porcelain strongly 

impacted European ceramic deco

ration, and this exhibition seeks to 
explore the pervasiveness of the 

exchange, the many permutations 
of design it produced, and the 
legacy it created. 

Enhancing the works from the 
WAG's collection are generous 
loans of superb examples of Chi
nese, Japanese, and German Meis

sen porcelain from the Royal On
tario Museum, The George R. 

Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art, 

and the Art Gallery of Greater Vic
toria. 

For more information, call 

Denise Hewitt, Publicist/Special 
Events Co-ordinator, or Heather 

Mousseau, ·Communications Co
ordinator. Or check outthe WAG's 
home page at www.wag.mb.ca .. 

The Dragon's 
Journey ~~::fe~e::j:;anese 

ENGlAND. C.J. Mason & Co., Plate, detail, 
Mogul pattem, c.1B20·30. Ironstone china 
with pol\<hrome enamels. 
Collection of The Winnipeg An G'lIery. G·B7.230 

Porcelain on 
European Ceramics 
UNTIL APRIL 29 
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Philip Roth, novel about bees· 
top nominees for book awards 
By SIV AN RABINOWITZ 

N EW YORK (JTA) - Fol
lowing are some ofthe books 
have been nominated for the 

51st annual National Jewish Book 
Awards. The awards will be pre
sented March 29 in New York: 

FICTION "Bad Jews," by Gerald 
Shapiro (Zoland Books) "Bee Sea
son," by MylaGoldberg (Doubleday) 
"The Family Orchard," by Nomi Eve 
(Alfred A. Knopf) "The Human. 
Slain," by Philip Roth (Houghton 
Mifflin) 

NON-FICTION "Jewvs. Jew: The 
Struggle for the Soul of American 
Jewry," by Samuel G. Freedman 
(Simon & Schuster) "Life on the 
Fringes," by HavivaNer-David (JFL 
Publishing/Jewish Family & Life) 
"One Palestine, Complete: Jews and 
Arabs Under the British Mandate," 
by Tom Segev, translated by Haim 
Watzman (Metropolitan Books) 

CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 
"Darkness over Denmark," by Ellen 
Levine (Holiday House) "TIle Day 
the Rabbi Disappeared," by Howard 
Schwartz, illustrated by Monique 
Passicot (Viking) "Fireflies in the 
Dark," by Susan Rubin (Holiday 
House) "Torn Thread," by Anne 

MARCH 14 

Isaacs (Scholastic) 
AUTOBIOGRAPHYI 

MEMOIR (Sandra Brandl Arik 
Weinstein A ward) "False Papers," 
by Robert Melson (University of Il
linois Press) "Motherland," by Fern 
Chapman (Viking) "A Scholar's 
Odyssey," by Cyrus H. Gordon (So
ciety of Biblical Literature) 

CHILDREN'S PICTURE 
BOOK (Louis Posner Memorial 
Award) "Gershon's Monster," by 
Eric A. Kimmel, illustrated by Jon J. 
Muth (Scholastic) "Moishe's Mira
cle," by Laura Krauss Melmed, illus
trated by David Slonim 
(HarperCollins) "A Thread of Kind
ness," by Leah Shollar, illustrated by 
Shoshana Mekibel (Hachai Publish
ers) 

HOLOCAUST (Morris J. and 
Betty Kaplun Award) "The Catholic 
Church and the Holocaust," by 

, Michael Phayer (Indiana University 
Press) "The Guilt of Nations," by 
Elazar Barkan (W.W. Norton) "Hit
ler's Austria," by Evan Burr Bukey 
(University of North Carolina Press) 
"Troubled Memory," by Lawrence 
N. Powell (University of North Caro
lina Press) 

1 7 7:30pm I 1 8 2pm 

CENTENNIAL CONCERT HALL with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 
Tickets on Sale Now! Call RWB 956-2792 or 
Ticketmaster 780-3333 I www.ticketmaster.ca 
Outside WPG Call 1·800·667-4792 I SruDENT/SENfORlCHILD/GROUP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

CANADIAN PREMIERE TOUR I www.rwb.org 
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Canadian Jewish news 

Anti-Semitic violence, vandalism 
increased in C;anada, report says 
By BILL 
GLADSTONE 

TORONTO (JT A) -
Anti-Semitic incidents 
in Canada increased by 
5 percent in 2000, ac
cording to a report re
leased last week by 
B 'nai Brith Canada. The 
frequency of incidents -
there were 280 overall -
increased substantially 
during the last three 
months of the year, ap-

. parently in reaction to 
the renewed violence in 
the Middle East. The 
incidents include physi
cal assault, vandalism, 
threats, synagogue 
firebombings, arson at
tacks and a cemetery 
desecration. 

The most violent inci
dent described in the 
report took place in Oc
tober in a Montreal sub
way station, where two 
men identified as Arab 
youths viciously beat a 
Jewish student wearing 
a yarmUlke. The victim 
was knocked uncon
scious and would have 
been thrown onto the 
rails had two passengers 
not intervened. 

A "disturbing" recent 
development in Canada 
is that many expressions 
of hate have been 

. sparked by the political 
conflict in the Middle 
East, said Karen Mock, 
director of B 'nai Brith 
Canada's League for 
Human Rights. "It is not 
seen as Canadian 
behavior to act out po
litical issues in a violent 
way," she said. "To see 
Canadian tum against 
Canadian because of 
events in the Middle 
East is very dishearten
ing. " 

In one such incident, 
demonstrators at a pro- . 
·Palestinian street rally 
in Toronto harassed 10-

. cal Jewish bystanders, 
chanted "Death to the 
Jews" in Arabic, and 
carried placards equat-

KAREN MOCK, di
rector, B'nai Brith 
Canada League for 
Human Rights: The 
Middle East conflict 
is sparking hatred in 
Canada. 

ing the Jewish star with 
the swastika. 

It was in Montreal, 
though, where the trou
bles in the Mideast ap
peared to spill over the 
most into Canadian 
streets. The audit re
vealed 71 reported inci
dents in Montreal - a 
figure 92 percent higher 
than last year's tally. In 
the Montreal suburb of 
Saint-Laurent, which 
has large Arab and Jew
ish populations, a Jew
ish elementary school's 
windows were smashed, 
students were verbally 
abused and swastikas 
were painted on walls . 

"It's a fine line be
tween freedom of expres
sion and hatemon
gering," said B'nai 
Brith's Quebec director, 
Robert Libman. "A pro
Palestinian demonstra
tion is one thing, but 
when you find materials 
denying the Holocaust 
and anti-Semitic tracts, 
that's another. " At 
Concordia University in 
Montreal, a large Arab 
student body has been 
particularly vocal in its 
condemnation of Israel, 
with actions bordering on 
violence toward the 
school's Jew ish students. 

Other recent incidents 
evoke unpleasant memo-

ries of the sort of coun
try-club anti-Semitism 
that was prevalent in 
Canadian society until 
the 1950s and I 960s. In 
one incident, a condo
minium association in
sisted that a tenant re
move the mezuzah from 

:. her doorpost, claiming it 
was a decoration rather 
than a symbol of reli
gious observance. While 
the matter went to the 
condominium board for 
discussion, vandals de
stroyed every mezuzah 
in the building. Eventu
any, through the inter
vention of the League 
for Human Rights, the 
board altered the word
ing of its bylaw to accept 
mezuzot. 

The league also docu
mented the proliferation 
of an anti-Semitic "ko
sher tax" myth, which 
saw unsuspecting con
sumers being advised to 
go through their cup
boards and estimate the 
worth of all groceries 
bearing "hidden" kosher 
symbols in order to at
tain an alleged govern
ment tax refund. B 'nai 
Brith 's report noted that 
while people who ap
plied for refunds are 
"not anti-Semites per 
se,',' many seemed "all 
too ready to believe that 
Jews are sneakily trying 
to extort money from an 
unsuspecting public." 

B 'nai Brith officials 
estimate that about 10 
anti-Semitic incidents 
occur for every one that 
gets documented. B 'nai 
Brith Canada has been 
utilizing a consistent 
methodology to compile 
national statistics on hate 
crimes since 1982. 
Criminologists and po
lice officials have come 
to rely upon the organi
zation 's Annual Audit of 
Anti-Semitic Incidents 
as a barometer of racist 
behavior and attitudes 
across the country. 
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CIC 
comments 
on attack 

on 
Canadian 
diplomatic 

vehicle 
OTTAWA - The 

Canada-Israel Com
mittee expresses dis
may at the February 15 
report that a Canadian 
government car bear-' 
ing diplomatic plates 
was fired upon near 
Ramallah by Palestin
Ian gunmen. 

While we are relieved 
that no one was hurt in 
the incident, we remain 
deeply troubled that 
such an assault was car
ried out on Canadians 
just one day after eight 
Israelis were killed in a 
horrific act of terrorism, 
the CIC said in a Febru
ary 15 news release. 
Fortunately, the vehi
cle was amour-plated 
and no one was hurt. 
Had this been an 
unarmoured Israeli ve
hicle, there may indeed 
have been casualties, as 
we have witnessed in 
the same area in recent 
months. It is distress
ing. to see Canada's 
good intentions, its ef
forts to help the region, 
and its work with all the 
parties for peace, meet 
with such hostility. 

The February 15 inci
dent underscores the 
pressing need for Yasser 
Arafat to put an imme
diate halt to the Pales
tmlan violence ... 
which, since late Sep
tember, has thrown the 
entire region into tur
moil and instability, the 
CIC added. As a 
stakeholder in the Mid
dle East peace process, 
Canada must surely 
share the conviction that 
only in an atmosphere 
of non-violence can 
there be any prospect for 
peaceful reconciliation. 

RJDS's expansion plan 
Intense fundraising could secure addition 
by 2002 
By PAT JOHNSON 

VANCOUVER - The Richmond Jewish Day 
School has embarked on a major new capital 
campaign that could see the suburban campus 
change dramatically in the next two years. 

At an event that took place January 31, school 
officials launched the campaign to raise $2,5 mil
lion to expand the school, replacing the portable 
classrooms and consolidating the students in one 
structure, with a new arts and crafts facility, drama 
area, chapel and an imposing new two-storey-high 
atrium that will house fine arts programs. 

Bev Philipp, chairperson of the capital cam
paign, said the response from parents at the meet
ing was overwhelmingly positive, even though it 
might mean further donations. In addition to 
speeches by Richmond politicians and Jewish 
community officials, RJDS students sang and spoke 
of their attachment to the school. 

The campaign marks the beginning of the sec
ond phase of the school's evolution. The current 
building was completed three years ago, but the 
Grades 1 to 4 classes remain in the adjacent port
ab1e building that once housed the whole school. 

The launch event also featured a cheque-passing 
of more than $100,000 from the Diamond Founda
tion. RJDS has a matching grant program from the 
foundation, which will meet every dollar raised by 
the school to a maximum of $750,000. 

"As we raise it, they give us a cheque," said 
Philipp. With the latest matching contribution, the 
fund reached about $260,000. 

The school has always been fiscally conserva
tive, Philipp said, and the planned expansion will 
be no exception. 

"By the end of July, we want to know where that 
$2.5 million is coming from," she said. "We're not 
putting a shovel in the ground until we have $2 
million in the bank." 

Nevertheless, the fundraisers are optimistic that 
they can reach that point this summer, have con
struction begin in August and be ready to open the 
doors for the school year beginning September 
2002. 

Architectural concepts were unveiled at the 
meeting as well. A feature of the new proposal is 
the major glassed-in atrium where children would 
participate in fine art education and where the 
artworks would be displayed in a special environ
ment. 

Plans also include enhancing the playground 
and providing a public space for use by other 
community agencies or groups. 

Reprinted with permission. The Jewish Western 
Bulletin. 
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Lubavitch welcomes you to a fascinating lecture 

Jerusalem theFinal Confrontation 
'''O.:l 

Presented by noted educator & lecturer: 
R A B B I ISS E R Z. WEI S B ERG Book Your 

Sunday evening March 4, beginning 7:30 p.m. 
Lubavitch Centre, 2095 Sinclair Street, & Templeton 

Lecture fee: Couple-$25.00 Single-$15.0Q 
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Reservation 

TODA Y! 
Call 

489-9733 
Conflict & the Prophecies 

unfolding before our eyes! 
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