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Israeli news 

More terror in Jerusalem 
Roni Netanel in Hadassah Hospital following an operation to remove a 
bullet that lodged near his heart in a terrorist drive by shooting in 
Jerusalem February 22. Copyright: /sranel. 

Ma'aleh Adumim residentRoni Netanel, 33, was shot by terrorists in a drive 
by shooting in the capital February 22. It was about 3 a.m. and Netanel was 
on his way to Jerusalem's Tnuva dairy plant when his car was overtaken by 
four Palestinians at the French Hill intersection. 

The terrorists' car pulled up next to Netanel, and one of the occupants asked 
him for directions to the Old City. Suddenly one of the terrorists pointed a 
Kalashnikov assault rifle at him. 

Immediately Netanel ducked when he saw the weapon, which undoubtedly 
saved his life; however, he was hit by five of the bullets that riddled his car. 
The terrorists, thinking that they had killed him, sped away north towards the 
Sh'afat refugee camp. 

Netanel was taken to Hadassah Hospital, where one of the bullets was 
removed inches from his heart. 

Mufti denies Jewish link to Wall 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - The mufti of Jerusalem, the highest Islamic official 

appointed by the Palestinian Authority, issued a religious ruling declaring the 
Western Wall a Muslim possession and disavowing any Jewish connection to 
the site. The rabbi of the Western Wall said the mufti is trying to rewrite 
history, but nothing can shake the Jewish people's link to the site. 

Israel eases closure on Gaza 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel eased a closure on the Palestinian territories, 

allowing in fuel, food and medical supplies. Israel cut off supplies to the Gaza 
Strip following a hit-and-run bus attack two weeks ago that killed eight 
Israelis and wounded 20. 

Palestinian stabs yeshiva student 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - A Palestinian woman stabbed and lightly wounded 

a Jewish yeshiva student in Hebron. Also on February 20, Israeli security 
forces tore down two illegally built structures near Hebron that were located 
near the site where an Israeli was killed in a shooting ambush earlier this 
month. 

At funeral, calls for revenge 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Thousands of Palestinians called for revenge 

during the funeral procession February 20 of a member of the Hamas military 
wing shot dead near Nablus the previous day. Palestinians claim Mahmoud 
Madani was assassinated by Israeli undercover agents traveling in a car with 
Palestinian Authority license plates. Israel has not commented on the killing, 
but security officials have said Madani was involved in two recent car-bomb 
attacks that killed two Israelis and injured about 100. 

IDF chief: No war wanted with Iraq 
JER USALEM (JT A) - The Israel Defence Force's chief of staff warned 

against getting into a war of words with Iraq that could heighten Middle East 
tensions after U.S.-British air raids near Baghdad February 16. "We must be 
very restrained. We don't have any desire to reach an escalation or a war or 
deterioration," Lt. Gen. Shaul Mofaz said February 20 after briefing a Knesset 
committee. 

Women Helping Women 
The mandate of the Women's Endowment Fund is to provide grants 
for projects dedicated to improving the lives of Manitoba women. 

Last year. we were able 
to grant $6,700-

funding nine of the 21 
applications received. 
This year, we want to 

do morel 
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The purpose of our 
inaugural luncheon is 
to "grow" our WEF 

funds so that next year, 
we can do more to 
help women in our 

• province. 

Please join us for our 

FIRST ANNUAL LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, March 14, 2001 
Fort Garry Hotel Crystal Ballroom 

12:00-1:30 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: Shirley Macklin 
speaking on her experiences in a hostage taking 

Admission is $125 
($100 charitable donation + $25 luncheon cost) 

Please call 477-7520to reserve your ticket. 

Generously supponed by: 

hnlBstDm 
Group 

~sPR/rvG 
~~May 15.7:30 p.m., PTE <$'L-
~ "Inner Voices. Outer Choices" ~ 

<:f Five outstanding women tell about Z « their personal transformations. --l 

HOLD THE DATE! 

123 Doncaster, Suite C400 

Winnipeg, MB R3N 2B2 
Phone:477-7520 Fax:477-7527 
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NETANYA, Israel - A p«,>lice expert looking for clues following the 
Sunday, March 4 Netanya suicide bomb. In the right background lies 
the terrorist. Copyright: ,-SRANET. 

Terror strikes in Netanya: 
Three Israelis dead, dozens hurt 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM 
(.JTA) - Increased vigi
lance by Israeli securi
ty forces so far is prov
ing unable to stop a 
wave of terror Ihat 
many Palestinian 
groups promised 
would greet Prime 
Minister-elect Ariel 
Sharon. • 

Naftali Din, 84,· vic
tim of Sunday morn
ing Netanya bomb 
blast.col'yri,r:ht: ISRANET. 

Evgenia Malchin, 
70, another victim. 
C0l'yri,r:ht: ISRANln: 

lective punishment 
against the general 
Palestinian population. 

The March 4 blast 
came as heads of 
Israel's sccurity estab
lishment were briefing 
the cabinet at its week
ly meeting - probably 
its· . last before the 
change of government -
on the. sC'c;urity shua-

In the latest attack, a 
suicide bomber blew 
himself up in central 
Netanya on March 4, 
killing three Israelis 
and wounding at least 
65. This comes days 
after a bomber killed 
one Israeli by blowing 
up a taxi van in the 
Galilee on March I. 
Another bomb that 
was discovered in time 
Feb. 28 caused only 
property damage in 
downtown Tel Aviv. 
The March 4 attack in 
the seaside city came 
as security forces 
already were on 
heightened alert for 
possible attacks before 
the Purim holiday this 
week. 

SHULAMIT ZIV, 
58, third bombing 
victim. Copyright: 

. tion. General Security 
Servke chief Avi 
Dichter updated the 
ministers on last 
week's bombings. The ISRANET. 

Sharon, who has been working to 
form a national unity government 
to confront the five-month long cri
sis with the Palestinians, said the 
latest bombing underscored the 
need for unity. Benjamin Ben
Eliezer, selected by the Labor Party 
March 2 to serve as defence minis
ter in a unity government, said he 
and Sharon would collaborate on a 
plan to combat terrorism.· Ben
Eliezer said the plan would focus 
on reaching the perpetrators of ter
ror attacks and those who control 
them, while trying to minimize col-

security heads also briefed the min
isters on steps being taken to pre
vent further attacks. As part of 
efforts ·to prevent terrorist infiltra
tions from Palestinian-ruled territo
ries, police have stepped up patrols 
along border areas and beefed up 
the security presence in large cities 
and vulnerable areas. 

Israeli officials increasingly 
accuse the Palestinian Authority of 
failing to do anything against terror 
- and even encouraging and partic
ipating in attacks. 

(Cont. on page 15. See "Netanya 
bombing".) 

After weeks of party 
strife, Labor agrees 
to join Sharon gov't 

By NAOMI SEGAL 
JERUSALEM 

(.ITA) - Shimon Peres 
may be unable to win 
an election with the 
Israeli public, but he 
can !>till carry the day 
in his own party. 
Following weeks of 
infighting and recrimi
nation that threatened 
to split the La~or Party, 
the party's Central SHIMON PERES: 
Committee voted Expected to serve as 
February 26 to lake foreign minister. 
Pcres' advice and join a I.\'r{m~t I'hOlo. .. 

unity government 
under Prime Minister-elect Ariel Sharon. Peres 
is expected to serve as foreign minister under the 
Likud Party's Sharon, who is as opposed to the 
Oslo peacc agreements with the Palestinians as 
Peres is identified with them. 

Sharon overwhelmingly defeated incumbent 
Ehud Barak in special elections ror prime minis
ter earlier this month. He then urged Labor 10 
join his coalition to confront the f'ive-month-old 
crisis with the Palestinians and, perhaps, to 
improve prospects for future peace contacts. The 
Labor meeting was stormy. 

Senior party members made impassioncd 
pleas from the podium, while police IlIsslcd out
side the auditorium wilh young party activists -
many opposed to the unity government - who 
were not committee members and were denied 
entry. The committee also had been expected to 
choose Peres as interim party leader until new 
primaries can bc held, bUI thal lTIotion was 
struck down on procedural grounds. 

"The time has comc to lislcn (0 the nation for 
once," Pcres said in a plea for unity, as support
ers clapped and hecklers booed. "For once, lis
ten to (he will of the nation." Peres was the most 
eloquent Labor voice for joining a unity govern~ 
ment, but many leading members of the party 
opposed the idea. 

Justice Minister Yossi Beilin, Peres' political 
protege and one of the main opponents of a unity 
government, said Labor's only purpose would 
be to extend the life of an ill-fatcd coalition 
under Sharon. "Shimon, I love you, but listening 
to your remarks, I want to cry," Beilin said to 
Peres. He said it would be Sharon's wildest 
dream to have a "Nobel Peacc Prize laureate as 
his foreign minister," to explain his govern
ment's allegedly hard-line policies abroad. 

Foreign Ministcr Shlomo Ben-Ami warned 
that Labor needs a season in the political wilder
ness to rebuild itself, and would destroy itself by 
joining a unity govcrnment now. "In the opposi
tion we can be a united party," Ben-Ami said. 
"Joining a hardline unity government will crase 
our identity as a movement." Labor's bitter 
debate was intensified by the succession battle 
underway foHowing Barak's resignation as party 
leader. Labor and Likud reportedly have agrced 
that Labor will receive eight portfolios in the 
government. The sides also drew up general pol
icy positions that smoothed over their ideologi
cal differences. 

(Cont. on page 16. See "Labor divided over 
unity government".) 
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