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Israeli news 

Behind the headlines 

Labor move on choosing ministers 
threatens prospects/or unity gov't 

By NAOMI SEGAL 
JERUSALEM 

(JTA) -It's not clear if 
the Labor Party's deci-

sion to join a unity gov
ernment will tum out to 
be a blessing or a curse 
for Prime Minister-

Labor divided over unity 
government 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Sharon has said that peace will require painful 
concessions. But he has reiterated that he will not 
negotiate with the Palestinians as long as attacks 
on Israelis continue. Senior Labor Party members 
two weeks ago removed their opposition to sitting 
in the same government with far-right legislators 
Rehavam Ze' evi and A vigdor Lieberman, a devel
opment that outraged dovish members of the party. 

Meanwhile, heavy exchanges of fire were re
ported February 26 in the Gaza Strip, despite late
night talks February 25 between senior Israeli and 
Palestinian security officials on ways to stop the 
violence. 

An Israeli soldier was lightly wounded when 
Palestinians threw an explosive device at Israeli 
troops along the Israel-Egypt border. Israeli secu
rity forces also arrested two Palestinians in the 
Bethlehem area suspected of attacking drivers on 
a main highway linking Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. The army also set up a new military post 
near the Ramallah-Nablus road after two Jewish 
settlers were wounded in shooting attacks in the 
area February 25. 
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elect Ariel Sharon, 
Most observers hailed 
Labor's decision Feb
ruary 26 as a sign that 
Israel's recent political 
instability could be 
moving toward resolu
tion. 

Bu t a procedural mo
tion passed at the same 
meeting threatens to 
throw a wrench into 
Sharon's plans. 

Sharon has promised 
Labor eight portfolios 
in his government, in
cluding two of the 
heavyweight jobs, for
eign affairs and de
fence. The other posts 
are agriculture; -trans
portation; industry and 
trade; science, culture 
and sport; and two 
ministerships without 
portfolio. 

In addition, Labor 
will receive three 
deputy-minister ap
pointments. On Febru
ary 26, however, 
Labor's Central Com
mittee voted that it will 
decide who will fill 
which position, creat
ing the possibility that 
Sharon may find 
Labor's picks unac
ceptable. 

The· 1,650-person 
Central Committee was 
scheduled to meet again 
March 2 to choose 
Labor's roster. 
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News analysis 

Labor's public bloodletting· 
shows peace camp in disarray 
By DAVID LANDAU stepped in to resusci

tate the ailing Likud 
after Benjamin 
Netanyahu's defeat in 
1999, it was leftto party 
elder Shimon Peres, 78, 
to swing Laborites to 
his vision of the party's 
role.' 

In arguing passion-

JERUSALEM 
(JTA) - The public 
bloodletting that the 
Labor Party presented 
to the Israeli public last 
week has exposed the 
depth of disarray and 
confusion on the Israeli 
left following Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak's 
massive defeat at the 
polls. Labor's Central 
Committee ultimately 
voted by a 2-1 margin 
February 26 to join 
Prime Minister-elect 
Ariel Sharon's pro
posed national unity 
government. 

VOSSI BEILIN': 

. ately for a unity gov
ernment, Peres faced 
down Foreign Minister 
Shlomo Ben-Ami, 
Knesset Speaker 
Avraham Burg, Justice 
Minister Y ossi Beilin 
and Knesset faction 
chair Ofir Pines-Paz, all 

Labor's only purpose 
ina unity government 
will be to extend the 
life of an ill-fated coa
lition under Sharon. 

But the margin masks the magni
tude of division within Labor about 
the proper course of action for a 
party that, until the outbreak of the 
"AI-Aqsa Intifada" five months ago, 
was convinced that its path as the 
standard-bearer of Israel's peace 
camp was the correct one. 

Farther to the left, the Meretz Party 
also is in disarray. Meretz Party head 
Yossi Sarid is facing criticism for his 
support of Barak during the election 
campaign, and some in the party even 
have recommended that Meretz join 
Sharon - if only he can be convinced 
to jettison the far right from his pro
posed government. 

Barak, the man who sought to lead 
Labor into a unity government until 
he realized the extent of his col
leagues' loathing, didn 'teven bother 
to attend the February 26 raucous 
Central Committee meeting. 

Much as the septuagenarian Sharon 

of whom argued that Labor was in 
effect selling its soul to join Sharon. 

Peres castigated the doves for be
ing "out of touch" with the people 
and assured the party that the great 
majority of the public wants a unity 
government. "The time has c<;lme to 
listen to the nation for once," Peres 
said in a plea for unity, as supporters 
clapped and hecklers booed. "For 
once, listen to the will of the na
tion." 

Labor would emerge strengthened 
from a period in the unity govern
ment, Peres argued; in opposition, it 
would do little but make speeches 
during a period of national crisis. 

Beilin, Peres' political protege and 
one of the main opponents of a unity 
government, said Labor's only pur
pose would be to extend the life of an 
ill-fated coalition under Sharon. 
"Shimon, I love you, but listening to 
your remarks, I want to cry," Beilin 
said. 
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CHA VURAT TEFILA SYNAGOG UE 
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Service schedule for weck of March 10-16, Parshat Tzaveh. Candle lighting March 9 at 6:06 p.ni. Mincha: 6:00 

p.m. Saturday, March 10: Shabbat morning service at 9:00a.m. Mincha at5:30 p.m. Followed by Maariv/Hnvdallah. 
Shabbat ends at 7:05 p.m. Junior Congregation 3-5 years, 6-8 years. NCSY Youth Minyan (for ages 9-18) beings 
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ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 
Friday, March 9, sundown 6:24 p.m., candle lighting at 6:06 p,m., morning service at7: J 5 a.m., evening service 

at 6:00 p.m. Friday a.m. Torah reading. Saturday, March 10, sundown 6:26 p.m., morning service at 9:00 a.m., 
evening service at 5:50 p.m. Shabbat ends at 7:08 p.m. Sunday, March I I, sundown 6:27 p.m., morning serVice at 
9:00 a.m., evening service at 6:20 p.m. Monday. March 12-Thursday. March 15. sundown 6:27 p.m ... morning 
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TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday, March 9 at 6:06 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat 

at6: 10 p.m. Saturday morning service at9: 15 a.m. Shushan Purim. Sedra of the week - Tet7.aveh. Mincha service 
at 5:40 p.m .. followed by Talmud Shiur. Shabbat ends at 7:05 p.m. Sunday shacharit service at 9:00 a.m. Daily 
shacharit service (Monday to Friday) at 7:30 a.m. Daily Mineha/Maariv services at 6:20 p.m. Traditional Orthodox' 
services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend. 0 

CHEVRA MISHNA YES SYNAGOGUE 
700 Jefferson Avenue. Daily morning service (Monday t(,l Friday), 7:30 a.m. Sundays and statutory holidays, 

morning service, 8:00a.m. Thursday, March 8 (Adar 13), Fast of Esther (Fast begins 5:21 a.m. and ends 6:58 p.m.); 
Megilla REading 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 9 (Adar 14), Purim; Megilla Rcading 7:30 a.m.; Mincha and Kabballas 
Shabbas, 6:00 p.m. Saturday, March 10 (Adar 15), Shushan Purim, morning service, 9:30 a.m.; Parsha Tetzaveh; 
Kiddish and words from the Torah at the conclusion of Musaf. Mincha service, after 12:00 noon. Traditional 
Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is welcome. 
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News analysis 

Powell's visit to Middle East appears to herald policy shift 
By NAOMI SEGAL 
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first since bccoming the 
top U.S. diplomat - ap
peared to be less aboul 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict than gctting 
Arab support for U.S. 
policies aimed at con
taining Iraq. 

that Saddam had to be 
restrained. 

Citing German intel
I igence reports that 
Baghdad might have 
nuclear weapons in 
thrce years, Powell 
said, "We have to make 
surc that we do cvery
thing we can to con
tain" Saddam. 

JERUSALEM 
(.JTA) - If U.S. Secre
tary of State Colin 
Powell made anything 
clear during his visit last 
week to the Israel and 
the Palestinian-control
led city of Ramallah, it 
was that things have 
changed since Presi
dent Clinton left office. 
First, there was the du
ration of his visit - one 
day - with Powell's 
meetings with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders 
wedged in between 
stop-offs in Egypt and 
Jordan. 

Second, there was the 
absence ofU .S. propos
als - a hallmark of the 
Clinton era - aimed at 
ending the more than 
five months of Israeli
Palestinian violence 
and forging a final 
peace accord. 

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, left, and Israeli Prime Minister
elect Ariel Sharon take part in a news conference after meeting in 
Jerusalem on February ZS. Powell's one-day visit to Israel as part of his 
Middle East tour underscored the less intensive approach President 
Bush is taking toward Israeli-Palestinian afl'airs as compared with 
President Clinton's policy. Credif: Bria/l Hendler/JTA. 

Powell's regional 
tour included a stop in 
Kuwait to attend cel
ebrations marking the 
10th anniversary of the 
end of the Persian Gulf' 
War. During meetings 
with Arab leaders last 
week, Powell discussed 
the nced to keep sanc
tions against Iraq in 
place - first imposcd in 
the wake ofthc war - in 
order to deal with the 
threat posed by Iraqi 
leader Saddam 
Hussein. 

As Powell arrived in 
Syria for talks with Syr
ian President Bashar 
Assad. a state-run Syr
ian newspaper sharply 
criticized the cmphasis 
on Iraq. A front-page 
editorial accused 
Powell of ignoring the 
killing of Palestinians 
by Israeli forces. 

During their meeting, 
Powell and Assad dis
cussed the peace proc
ess, sanctions against 
Iraq and the oil it im
ports from Iraq through 
a pipeline to the Medi
terranean. While Powell called 

on both sides to end the 
violence and return to 
negotiations - and 
pointedly .told Israel to. 

Behind the headlines 

lift the economic sanc
tions it has imposed on 
the Palestinian Author
ity - he had little else to 
suggest to the two sides 
in his public comments 
other than that it is up 
to them to make the 
"hard decisions" that 

will enable them to re
turn to the road of 
peace. 

Since President Bush 
took office in late Janu
ary, U.S. officials have 
said that while they will 
continue to pursue Is
raeli-Palestinian peace-

To angry Palestinians, Saddam 
presents himselfasArab savior 
By GIL SEDAN Similar demonstra

tions were held in Am
man and Beinlt. 

JERUSALEM 
(JT A) - Wh ile U.S. 
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell was journeying 
across the Middle East 
trying to shore up sup
port for sanctions on 
Iraq, a look at the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
could have shown him 
how popular Saddam 
Hussein has become to 
many ordinary Arabs. 

And nowhere in the 
Middle East does 
Hussein enjoy so much 
popularity as in the 

SADDAM 
HUSSEIN: Trying to 
whip up Arab support 
to wipe out the "Zion
ist entity". 

Since the 1950s hey
day of Egyptian Presi
dent Gamal Nasser, it 
appears, no leader has 
managed to focus the 
Arab masses' anti
American frenzy as has 
Saddam Hussein. 
Struggling for adecade 
to throw off United 
Nations sanctions and 
defy Western attempts 
to destroy his military 
machine, Hussein has 
found the perfect vehi-

West Bank and Gaza, perhaps not 
even in his own country. 

Powell acknowledged in Jerusa
lem last week that the U.S, was taken 
by surprise at the intensity of Arab 
protest at bombings of Iraqi radar 
sites earlier this month. And, just as 
they did 10 years ago, the Palestin
ians set the tone for Arab displeas
ure, 

As Powell shuttled between Mid
dle Eastern capitals, Palestinian dem
onstrators took to the streets waving 
Iraqi and Palestinian flags. Through 
megaphones, they urged Powell to 
go home "and tell the killer" - Presi
dent Bush - "that our people will not 
kneel and will continue to fight." 

,.' . 

cle in the 
Intifada. " 

Palestinians' "AI-Aksa 

While more moderate Arab lead
ers like Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Jordanian King 
Abdullah dampen talk of· war, 
Hussein - unfettered by the politesse 
of an international community that 
largely shuns him -has been tI'ying to . 
whip up Arab support fora broad 
attack to eradicate the "Zionist en
tity." 

In a show offorce meant to intimi
date Israel, Hussein mov~d troops 
several times this winter to the bor
der with Syria. Ranks of volunteers 
were formed to join a jihad'against 
Israel. . 

making, it is but one 
facet of their overall 
Middle East policy. 

Indeed, Powell's trip 
to the Middle East - his 

In fact, during ajoint 
news conference with 
Prime Minister-elect 
Ariel Sharon on Febru
ary 25, Powell stressed 
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