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News analysis 

Mideast observers still waiting for Bpsh team to outline its policy 
By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 
. WASHINGTON 
(.IT A) - Wi th Secretary 
of State Colin Powell's 
inaugural trip to the 
Middle East failing to 
produce major policy 
pronouncements, ana
lysts are checking their 
calendars to see when 
the Bush administra
tion may outline its 
Mideast policy. 
Powell's trip last month 
was billed as a foreign 
affairs "listening tour," 
an opportunity to size 
up Mideast leaders and 
sound them out on the 
major issues in the re
gIOn. 

Powell indicated his 
preference for"smarter 
sanctions" against Iraq, 
but gave few details. In 
any case, as differences 
of opinion have 
emerged among the 
administration's top 
foreign policy-makers, 
those comments have 
been watered down 

U.S. Secretary of State Colin 
Powell lays a wreath at the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust Memorial in 
Jerusalem, as part of his trip last 
month to the Mideast. Analysts 
are still waiting for the Bush ad
ministration to outline its 
Mideast policy, after the Powell 
trip failed to produce major 
policy pronouncements. Credit: 
Brian liendlerllTA. 

the Bush 
administra-
tion's 
stance on 
the Israeli
Palestinian 
peaceproc
e s s 
Powell's 
idea on 
sanctions is 
a contro
versial pro-
posal to' 
tone down 
restrictions 
the United 
Nationsim
posed on 
Saddam 
Hussein af
terthe 1991 
Gulf War. 

European 
and Arab 
nations in
creasingly 
have been 
flouting the 

since his return to the 
United States. Powell 
also gave few details of 

sanctions 
regime. Changes would 
be designed to make 
sanctions more enforce-
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able, ostensibly tailor
ing them to hurt 
Hussein's regime and 
his military procure
ment campaign while 
sparing, as much possi
ble, the population. But' 
other powers in the 
Bush administration, 

. especially Vice Presi
dent Dick Cheney and 
Defence Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld, do 
not share Powell's out
look on sanctions. Sev
eral people who are now 
senior figures in the 
Bush administration 
signed a letter to then
President ClinJon advo
cating the overthrow of 
Hussein's regime. 

But Powell, who was 
the most hesitant of 
President George 
Bush's inner circle to 
commit American 
forces to the Persian 
Gulf to fight Iraq a dec
ade ago, is again con
sidered reluctant to take 
steps that could lead to 
a military confrontation. 

Lieberman can see Nation 
of Islam in faith-based 
program; ADL differs 

By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(.ITA) - Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman (D-Conn.) 
and the Anti-Defama
tion League once again 
find themselves at odds 
over the Nation of Is
lam. 

A week after the ADL 
urged the Bush admin
istration to blacklist the 
Nation of Islam from 
President Bush's new 
faith-based initiative 
program, Lieberman 
said the group should 
not be disqualified be

J 0 S E P H 
LIEBERMAN: 
Group shouldn't be 
disqualified because 
of its leaders' offen-
sive comments. 

cause of the offensive comments its leaders have 
made. 

Speaking March I in Washington at the opening 
of the Pew Forum on Religion and Publie Life, 
Lieberman told a questioner that the Nation of 
Islam would have to be considered for participa
tion on its merits, just like other service providers. 
"I wouldn't say no" just "because at some point 
some leader associated with that religious group 
said something that I found offensive and insult
ing, or that society generally would have found to 
be at least intolerant," he said: 

Calling it a hate group, ADL National Director 
Abraham Foxman responded March I that 
Liebelman was "seriously mistaken" about the 
Nation ofIslam. "This organization has for years, .. 
and has continued, to promote hate and separa
tism," Foxman said. "It's unfortunately part of 
their being." 

ADL leaders met with John DiIulio Jr., director 
of the White House Office of Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives, about the issue last month. 

Earthquake damages shul, 
school and an artist's studio 
By DONNA GORDON BLANKINSHIP 
The Jewish Transcript 

SEATTLE (JT A) - The Jewish institutions clos
est to the epicenter of the earthquake two weeks 
ago - synagogues in Tacoma, Wash., and Olym
pia, Wash. - were spared, but three locations in 
Seattle suffered significantly. The Seattle Hebrew 
Academy, Temple De Hirsch Sinai and the studio 
of prominent Jewish artist Akiva Segan all sus
tained serious damage in the 6.8 magnitude quake 
two weeks ago. 

Seattle Hebrew Academy's historic building on 
the north end of the Capitol Hill neighborhood was 
closed by the city of Seattle for safety reasons. The 
quake loosened decorative bricks in parapets high 
above the playground, the front entrance and the 
back of the school. Plaster cracked and fell from 
ceilings in the auditorium and several classrooms 
in the school built in 1909. 

The academy's headmaster, Rabbi Shmuel Kay, 
said three children suffered minor injuries during 
the quake, including one girl who was hit on her 
arm by falling plaster. She was taken to a hospital, 
treated and released. Two boys had minor neck 
injuries, possibly from diving under their desks 
during the earthquake. Teachers and parents care
fully removed essential equipment from the school 
two 'weeks ago. Students went back to class on 
MarchS"at Herzl-Ner Tamid Conservative Con
gregation on MercerIsland. 
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Israeli news 

Behind the headline,~ News analysis 

Despite violence, national 
budget may prove to be 

Sharon's first test 

Chemistry of Sharon and Peres, old friends and rivals, will be key 

. By A VI MACHLIS 
.JERUSALEM 

(JTA) - With a violcnt 
conflict on his hands 
and an upsurge in Pal
estinian terror attacks 
in Israeli cities, the last 
thing Ariel Sharon 
needs after taking over. 
as prime minister is a 
budgel crisis. But one 
of the first challenges 
Sharon is conrronting 
after putting his gov
ernment together is to 
secure approval for the 
long-overdue 200 I 
budget by the end of 
March. [f he fails, [s
rael will be thrown into 
yet another elect ion 
campaign, according to 
law. 

In recen t years, sccu r
ing approval for the 

One of the first chal
lenges in office for Is
raeli Prime-Minister
elect Ariel Sharon, 
pictured. here at a 
meeting in Jerusalem 
on March 5, will be to 
secure approval for 
this year's budget, 
which has a M3I"Ch 3] 
deadline. Credit: Or;al/ 
/l endlerllTA. 

budget has proved to be one orthe trickiest political 
balancing acts for Israeli leaders. As the Knesset 
and government have grown more fragmented cach 
year, more political parties Iinc up outside the 
prime minister's door to present their wish lists. In 
a normal year, their demands arc incompatible with 
plans to restrain government spending, and the 
parties fight forconcessions down to the last minute. 

This year, thc challenges arc even greater. First, 
there is the tight deadline, as the initial deadline -
December 31 - already has been extended. Sec
ond, a broad national unity government - and an 
unprecedented cabinet that may include 30 minis
ters - may mean that more partics expect a bigger 
piece of the national pic. On the other hand, they 
may have less leverage, since'the government will 
not fall if small parties delcct. 

IINA Y AIIl!AIIAM SYNAGOGUE 

By I>A VII) LANDAU 
.JERUSALEM 

(.JTA) - Ariel Sharon's 
nillional unity govern
ment, which was to bc 
sworn in March 7, will 
rely on two key factors 
forstability and longev
ity. One is a close and 
harmoniolls rclation
ship between Likud 
Prime Minister Sharon 
and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, the sen
ior Labor Party minis
ter in the cabinet. The 
other is the continued 
absence of realistic 
prospects for negotia
tions with the Palestin
ians toward a final 
peace agreement. 
" Less tangibly, the 
unity government will 
need a great dcal of 
luck, lhat unpred ictable 
commodity that outgo
ing Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak so lacked 
during his stormy 21 
months in onice. To say 
that Sharon, 73, and 
Peres, 77, have a long 
history together is an 
undcrstatement. 

Both have been there 
since Creation - that is, 
the creation orthe State 
of Israel 53 years ago. 
The young Peres was 
an aide to rounding fa
ther and first Prime 
Minister David Ben
Gurion, and quickly 
rose in the 19S0s to 
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become director gen
eral of the Defence 
Ministry. There, Peres 
- the standard-bearer of 
today's peace camp -
wa~ intimately in
volved in developing 
Israel's nuclear poten
tial. Sharon, a dashing 
infantry orficer, served 
in Israel's 1948 Waro!' 
Independence. I n the 
19S0s, he gained fame 
and notoriety as the 
founderorUnit IOl,an 
elite commando crew 
that carried out aggres
sive and controversial 
ant i-terror reprisal raids 
across the Jordanian 
border during the pre
carious first decade of 
the state's existence. 

In those days, 
Menachel11 Begin's 
Herut Part y - wh ich later 
became the core bf the 
center-right Likud bloc 
-was a powerless oppo
sition. Politics were 
dominated by Ben
Gurion's Mapai Party, 
forerunner of today's 
Labor. Rising stars like 

Peres and Sharon natu
rally saw themselves as 
proteges of the "Old 
Man," as Ben-Gllrioll 
was called. Sharon's 
unity government, with 
almost 30 ministers and 
another half-dozen 
deputy ministers, will 
be unwieldy at best, 
unworkable at worst. 
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DUVET COVERS 

Decorate your room with 

custom made covers & 

matching pillow cases 

669-2255 

REAL ESTATE 

PREMIERE REALTY 
"Buying or Selling?" 

Esther Weinstein 
Joyce Rykiss 

925-7999 
e·mail address: weinslei@icenler.nel 

fOR RENT, 

Cottage for rent 
Winnipe;j Beach 

Modem 4 txt cottage 
gourmet kitchen, NG, FIP, W&D, 

satell~e TV, 2 decks. 
Avail. July & Aug'01 
Phone 489-8794 

gallfishman@holmail.com 

BEAUTY CARE 

IN HOME ESTHETICS 
For your convenience 

Maintaining professional, high 
quality workmanship for over 17 

years 
792·4657 

Advice that works lor 
in-grown nails 

. . ' 

DIU MAGI( 

Lose 5·20 Ibs in 30 days 
Safe, effective & guaranleed 

(Kosher porduet available) 
Call for personal consultation 

today 
1·877·286-3576 

HOME CARE' 
We need prospective employers, for 
our live-in caregiver/nanny workers, to 
take care of your loved ones. 
We can provide reliable, trustworthy 
live-in caregiver/nanny workers. 
All background Inf. checked thoroughly. 

We also provide foreign live-In/nanny wor1<era, 
Please call Norma 

589-5850 
. \/Ve require live-in caregiver or nanny. 

$7.50lhr. - 40 hr. week (room & board will be deducted) 

Please call Norma 
589-5850 
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