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II 
BffiTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JACOB BRADLEY CRAMER 
Joy and Ian Cramer are proud to announce the 

birth of their first child, JACOB BRADLEY, 
born February 22, 200 I, at 9:26 a.m. Jacob weighed 
8 Ibs. 12 oz. and was 21 inches long. Jacob is the 
first grandson of his Baba Sylvia Cramer, the ninth 
grandchild of his Grandma Irene Fontaine, and is 
the great-grandson of Noah Beaulieu. Jacob Bradley 
is named after his late Zaida Jack Cramer and late 
Uncle Bradley Fontaine. Jacob and his parents 
give special thanks to their midwives Janice 
Erickson and Jennifer Wilson and to Dr. Burnett 
and the nurses at the Women's Hospital. 0.n his 
eighth day of life, family and friends gathered to 
witness Jacob's Brit expertly performed by Mohel 
Dr. Errol Billinkoff. Jacob and his parents and 
grandparents would also like to thank Keith Levit 
for the beautiful photographs. 

BRODSKYIBROWNE 
Big sister Sahara is thrilled to announce, along 

with her parents Aaron and Evangeline Brodsky, 
the arrival of LOGAN O'KONNA born on Janu
ary 6, 2001 weighing 9lbs. Proud grandparents are 
Greg & Sylvia Brodsky of Winnipeg and Beatrice 
& Andy Browne from Titusville, Florida. 

, AXELROD (nee Hyman). 
Allison and Robert (Bobby) are thrilled to an

nounce the arrival of their son GAVIN JOSEPH, 
born on January 18th, 2001, weighing in at Sibs. 4 
oz. and 18 inches long. Proud grandparents are 
Robbie and Barbara Hyman and Pat Axelrod. 
Gavin is lovingly named in memory of his mater
nal Grandmother Gail Hyman and paternal Zaida 
Joe Axelrod. Special thanks to Dr. Burnett, Dr. 
Menticoglou, and all the staff at the Women's 
hospital FAU, for the wonderful prenatal care, and 
the staff of T I for caring for Gavin during his 
hospital stay. 

SHAPIRO-HEISLER 
Brenley Shapiro and Ryan Heisler are delighted 

to announce the arrival of their second child, a son 
NOAH JUSTIN on December 20, 2000 at 1:34 
a.m. at Women's College Hospital, Toronto. He 
weighed 8 Ibs. 3 oz. and was 20 112" long. 

Noah is welcomed and adored by his big brother 
Brendan Zachary. Excited are uncle Sean Shapiro 
of Minneapolis, auntie Tracy and uncle Grant 
Shapiro of Phoenix, Az and uncle Evan Heisler of 
Montreal. Thrilled grandparents for the second 
time are Sandy and Hart Shapiro, and Irving Heisler 
and Rhona Heisler of Montreal. 

Noah is welcomed by his great-grandparents 
Lily Kozak, Winnipeg and Nathan Heisler, Mon
treal, as well as great aunts, uncles and cousins. 

Missed at this time arc great-grandparents Edie 
and Bennie Shapiro, Gordon Kernel, Jack Kozak, 
great baba Rae Shapiro, Jack and Sadie Burt and 
Ray Heisler. 
. Noah is named in memory of his great-grandfa

ther Jack Burt. Noah Justin - welcome to the Fam! 

WOOGMAN 
David and Lisa Woogman are delighted to an

nounce the birth of their daughter BREANNE 
HANNAH on February 21, 2001 weighing 7 Ibs. 
9 oz., a sister for big brother Noah. Proud grandpar
ents are Terry and Andrea Braunstein, great-grand- . 
parents Martin and Bess Greenberg and Frances 
Braunstein, all from Winnipeg. Breanne Hannah is 
named in loving memory of her Bobbi and Zaida, 
Bette Anne and Harry Woogman. 

II People 

Spain inexpensive holiday 
destination rich in history 

Trip last month fifth for lack and Leah Kaplan 

W here most 
Winnipeggers 
look south to 

Florida, Palm Springs 
or Scottsdale to spend 
part of the winter, Jack 
and Leah Kaplan head 
a little farther east. Sev
eral years ago, the 
Kaplans discovered the 
wonders of Spain .. 
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democracy now, and I 
was interested in see
ing what vestiges were 
left of the rich Jewish 
life that was once 
there." . 

In that regard, 
Henteleff was sadly 
disappointed. "There is 
not much to be seen of 
the Jewish culture that 
was," he says. 

Madrid, Jack Kaplan 
reports, has an active 
Jewish community of 
about 5,000-6,000. 
While Madrid has little 
in the way of a Jewish 
flavor, he says that he 
had a stronger feeling 
of Jewishness in Cor
doba, and that Toledo 
has two synagogues. 
The resort town of 
Torremolinos on the 

"We had access to 
some time shares," says 
Jack Kaplan, a retired 
Red River Community 
College physical edu
cation instructor. 
"Spain has an interest
ing history and it's an 
inexpensive vacation. 
Spain is still one of the 
bargain vacations in 
Europe." 

Leah and Jack Kaplan: Spain "still one of the Costa Del Sol also has 
bargain vacations in Europe." two synagogues. 
trip this past February c:::::7',-------,.-==-,--___ ~~ 

For the Kaplans, their 
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was their fifth time in 
Spain. Yude 
Henteleff's visit to 
Spain in December
January was his first. 
While Henteleff echoes 
Jack Kaplan's com
mentsaboutwhata bar
gain Spain is and com
ments also on the his
tory, it was that trou
bled history vis-a-vis 
the Jews that kept 
Henteleff, who has 
travelled widely in Eu
rope, from visiting 
Spain earlier. 

"I really didn't want 

ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Sharon and Benson Labinsky are delighted to 
announce the engagement of their daughter Ellen 
to Simon, son of Rabbi Philip and Suzanne 
Fleischer, of New Jersey. A wedding is planned for 
July in New York. 
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Maimonides statue in Seville. 

to go to a country whose 
legacy was the Inquisi
tion, the expulsion of 
its once-flourishing 
Jewish communi ty, the 
importing of hundreds 

-of thousands of Afri
cans into its American 
colonies as slaves to 
work in the mines and, 
more recently, Fas
cism," says the well 
known lawyer. "On the 
other hand, Spain is a 

Kaplan has attended 
services at one of them 
to say kaddish for his 
father. 

In Seville, Henteleff 
visited Maimondes 
Square, which is domi
nated by a statue of the 
famed rabbi, Talmud 
commentator and phy
sician. "I left feeling 
empty," he says. 
(Cont. on page 7. See 
"People".) 
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People 

Jewish side of fountain in Portuguese town, 
Castillo de Verde. 

People 
(Cont. fr?m page 6.) 

He notes that there is 
a beautiful old syna
gogue in Seville which 
has traces of the 
Moorish influence. It 
has survived through 
the centuries pur~ly by 
luck, he says. Christian 
soldiers used it as a 
hospital. One end is 
covered with crosses. 

"One particularly 
poignant experience in 
Seville," he recounts, 
"was a concert of 
Sephardic music that 
we attended. None of 
the performers were 
Jewish." 

In Toledo, in the 
courtyard in front of 
one of the synagogues, 
he says, there is a dis
play of old grave stones. 
"I put pebbles on each 
one. It was raining and 
I was the only one in 
the courtyard. I had 
such a' feeling of sad
ness and loneliness." 

Henteleff also visited 
a town called Castillo 
de Verde in the moun
tains in Portugal. It was 
one of the places that 
Spanish Jews fled to 
after the expulsion in 
1492. Many of the Jews 
converted to Christian
ity there, he says, and 
carved fish in the stone 
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Portuguese door post with "fish" inscribed in 
the lintel: A way for former Spanish Jews to 
prove their new-found Christianity. 

lintels above their door
ways to prove their de
votion. 

"Our guide told us 
though, that there was 
also a little hiding place 
above the lintel for their 
mezzuzahs," he notes. 

There is also a little 
square nearby with a 
fountain. On one side 
of the fountain is en
graved a Magen David 
indicating the direction 
to the Jewish section, 
while the other side of 
the fountain has a cross 
carved into it for the 
Christian section. 

The most active Jew
ish area of the Spanish 
peninsula, Jack Kaplan 
points out, is the Brit
ish colony on the Rock 
of Gibraltar' on the 
southern type of Spain. 
A two-hour drive from 
Torremolinos, Gibral
tar's mainly Sephardi 
community has a 
number of synagogues 
and kosher restaurants 
and a Jewish school 
program. 

On their most recent 
trip to Spain, the 

Kaplans spent most of 
their time touring the 
east coast from Barce
lona to Valencia. "It is 
a very economical holi
day," Jack says. "The 
Canadian dollar goes 
well there. You can usu
ally find bargain fares 
in January and Febru
ary. We always rent a 
car and drive into the 
mountain villages and 
back country. The peo
ple are very friendly. In 
the tourist areas, you 
can usually find people 
who speak some Eng
lish. " 

Despite his feelings 
about the virtual oblit
eration of Jewish his
tory in Spain, Henteleff 
says that he would like 
to go back again. Like 
Kaplan, he describes 
the people as warm and 
friendly. And he says 
that he was over
whelmed by the art, the 
architecture and the his
tory. He descri bes it all 
as a "moveable feast", 
borrowing the phrase 
from a Hemingway ti
tle. 

"What particularly 
struck me is how little 
weJews in the Diaspora 
know about the former 
Jewish communities of 
Spain, Portugal and 
Morocco. I want to 
make it my business to 
get to know more abou t 
the richness of our his
tory. I don't see how 
we can be fulfilled as 
Jews if we don't know 
as much about our past 
as possible. I was im
pressed by how sup
portive the Moors, who 
ruled Spain for 500 
years, were of their 
Jewish subjects. 
Judaism was respected 
and flourished until the 
Christian reconquest in 
the 15th century." 
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Are you concerned that the 
Canada Pension Plan 

may not be there for you when 
you are ready to retire? 

Join us on 
Thursday, March 29,200 I 

. 7:30 p.m. 
for this important seminar 

FUTURE OFTHE CANADA 
PENSION PLAN 

with 
Michael Pyndykowski 

Admission - $2.00 
Refreshments will be served 

Gwen Secter Creative living Centre 
1588 Main Street - 339-170 I 

Call for more information or to register 

-Want to know more about 
government services for you? 

• Looking for a new job 
• Starting your own business 
• Getting access to the Internet 

• Taking parental leave 
• Planning your retirement 
• Making your home 

energy efficient 

Learn more about the hundreds of services available. Call us and 
talk to an agent in person in English or in French. Visit our Web site. 
Or drop by the Service Canada Access Centre nearest you. 
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