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U .. Sw Jewish news 

Behind the headlines 

Backers hope new P.R. effort will 
help Israel spread 'the truth' 
By MICHAEL J. 
JORDAN 

embassies and 11 con
sulates in North 
America? And, they 
ask, if American Jews 
are to get involved, 
shouldn't it be the re
sponsibility of the offi
cial Jewish community, 
rather than private in
terests? 

NEW YORK (JTA) 
- The Palestinians may 
not be winning the war 
for American public 
opinion, but Israeli dip
lomats and American 
Jews are still forging 
ahead with efforts to 
augment Israeli 
"hasbarah" -a uniquely 
Hebrew term that falls 
somewhere between 
explanation and propa
ganda. The Israeli gov
ernment recently took 
the unusual step of con

ABRAHAM 
FOXMAN, national 
director, Anti-Defa
mation League: "Is
rael needs to be con
cerned about how it is 
presented." 

But American Jew
ish leaders say interna
tional condemnation of 
Israel during the past 
half-yearofIsraeli-Pal
estinian bloodshed has 
made a stronger P.R. 
effort necessary. 

tracting two prominent American 
public-relations firms - Rubenstein 
Associates and Morris, Carrick & 
Guma - on a three-month trial basis. 

More controversially, a handful of 
Jewish mega-donors has created a 
think tank they hope will generate 
long-term strategies for presenting 
Israel in a favorable light. 

Some Israelis have asked whether 
such a group is necessary; after all, 
isn't that why Israel supports two 

"There's always a need to do more, 
to educate about the hate toward Is
rael that exists, the unwillingness to 
accept Israel, that Israel is under 
threat," said Abraham Foxman, na
tional director of the Anti-Defama
tion League. 

.. As long as Israel makes news, and 
has perhaps the largest foreign press 
corps in any non-war zone, then Is
rael needs to be concerned about 
how it is presented," he said. 

THE MUSIC OF SID ROBINOVITCH 

Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 
in concert 
with Finjan & Saxology Canada 

BRAMWELL TOVEY, CONDUCIOR 

949-3999 
TICKETS: $24, STUDENTS $15 

Group discounts available 
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News analysis 

Sharon will try to mend image, 
win U.S. supportfor Israeli tactics 
By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - When he ar
rived in Washington 
this week on his inau
gural tour as Israeli 
prime minister, Ariel 
Sharon had two main 
tasks: building support 
for Israeli efforts to 
quell Palestinian vio
lence, and working to 
ingratiate himself with 
Israel's most important 
ally. Sharon will arrive 
in Washington on 
March 18. 

The highlights of his 
visit were a speech to 
the American Israel 
Public Affairs Commit
tee policy conference 
March 19 and a lunch 
meeting with President 
Bush on March 20 . 

In his meetings with 
U.S. officials, Sharon 
was to try to gain sup
port for Israel's per
spective on the causes 
of the past half-year of 
violence and its condi
tions for resuming 
peace negotiations with 
the Palestinians. 

"I think he would like 
a greater understanding 
for the predicament that 
Israel finds itself in with 
the current intifada," or 
Palestinian uprising, 
said David Makovsky, 
a senior fellow at the 
Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy. 

In a meeting with 
Jewish leaders on 
March 14, Secretary of 
State Colin Powell said 
he understood Israel's 
predicament and said 
the Palestinians must 
reduce their violence 
before peace talks can 
resume. Sharon will 
meet with Powell on 
March 18, as well as 
with Secretary of De
fence Donald Rumsfeld 
and National Security 
Adviser Condoleezza 
Rice. 

Anthony Cordesman, 
a senior fellow at the 
Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, 
said the Bush adminis
tration will be asking if 
Israel will restrict its 

,military reaction to Pal-
estinian violence to 
"what is absolutelynec
essary." 

"That becomes abso-

ARIEL SHARON, Is
raeli prime minister: 
Building support for 
Israeli efforts to quell 
Palestinian violence 
was one of his main 
tasks. 

lutely critical, given the 
American strategic in
terests in the Arab 
world," Cordesman 
said. "Standing strong 
with Israel is not going 
to be a blank check." 

The United States has 
been pressingJsrael to 
release tax revenues it 
collects for the Pales
tinian Authority, which 
Palestinian Authority. 
President Yasser Arafat 

claims he needs to pay 
salaries. 

The Bush administra
tion is likely to press 
the tax issue again on 
Sharon's visit. Wi th 
Palestinian Authority 
security forces impli
cated in numerous re
cent terror attacks, 
however, the Israeli 
government has re
fused to release the 
money. Sharon told vis
iting European Union 
officials last week that 
it is "immoral" to ask 
Israel to pay the sala
ries of those shooting 
at Israeli civilians. 

In addition, the PLO 
is estimated to have bil
lions of dollars in as
sets worldwide, Sharon 
noted, and is far from 
destitute. 

Analysts said Bush 
will be looking for a 
roadmap from Sharon 
for how to advance to
ward peace once the 
violence subsides~ , 

Pressure mounts for 
Washington to take harder 

line with Palestinians 
By MATTHEW E. BERGER 

,WASHINGTON (JTA) - Members of Con
gress are urging the Bush administration to review 
its diplomatic treatment of Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat and the Palestine Libera
tion Organization in light of the violent uprising 
against Israel. 

Pro-Israel lobbying groups and lawmakers want 
a review of the current diplomatic privileges the 
Palestinian Authority and, the PLO receive, in
cluding freedom of travel to the United States and 
have a consulate in Washington. Some lawmakers 
believe that if the violence continues, the PLO or 
Arafat could be again placed on the State Depart
ment's lists of terrorists. They were taken off the 
list in 1993. 

The State Department is "not aware" of congres
sional efforts to review the Palestinians' status, a 
department spokesman said, but the subject may 
have been broached when Jewish leaders met with 
Secretary of State Colin Powell on March 14. A 
spokesman 'from the PLO's Washington office 
was unavailable for comment. 

Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-N.Y.) sent a letter to 
President Bush on March 12, asking him not to 
invite Arafat to the White House until Palestinian"'" ' 
violence against Israel ends. He also s~id ''the 
White House and Congress need to reassess com
mIfi.nents made to the Palestinians afterl\rafat 

i,sigrled the Oslo peace accords with Israel in 1993. 
"I believe we have overlooked many transgres
sions on the part of the Palestinians in trying to 
keep the embers of the, peace process burning;" 
Weiner said. "There' sgoing to be a lot tougher line 
taken by Congress and, hopefully, the administra
tion." 
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World Jewish news 

Australian extremist politician, 
Holocaust denier forming alliance 

Kosher meat in Britain less prone to foot-and-mouth 
By RICHARD JTA. "For about five meat in stock. 
ALLEN GREENE days, some of the The problems af-

By JEREMY JONES 
SYDNEY, Aus

tralia (JT A) - An Aus
tralian extremist is wel
coming the support of 
the country's most 
prominent Holocaust 
denier. Pauline 
Hanson, who sat for a 
term in Parliament as 
the sole representative 
of the One Nation 
Party, was invited to 
speak at the Sou th Aus
tralian Press Club after 

her party gained repre
sentation in two local 
Parliaments in recent 
elections. 

Hanson's 45-minute 
address was punctuated 
by applause and shouts 
of encouragement from 
Fredrick Toben, who 
served a prison term in 
Germany for Holocaust 
denial and whose dis
tribution of anti-Se
mitic material on the 
Internet has been de-

Around the Jewish world 

Jewish judge is latest casualty 
of assault on law in Zimbabwe 
By SUZANNE BELLING 

JOHANNESBURG (JTA) - The Jewish chief 
justice bf Zimbabwe has agreed to step down, 
giving in to the government of President Robert 
Mugabe in a standoff over enforcing the nation's 
laws. Anthony Gubbay, 68, agreed togoon imme
diate vacation until his retirement at the end of 
June, and will not preside over any more cases. 

The conflict between the judiciary and Mugabe' s 
government erupted last year after white farmers 
challenged the invasion of their land by black 
"veterans" of the 1970s Zimbabwean war of inde
pendence The "veterans" - only some of whom 
actually fought in the independence war - claimed 
that land reform instituted after Zimbabwe be
came independent in 1980 had not proceeded fast 
enough. Many regarded the land reform campaign 
as nothing more than an exercise by Mugabe to 
avoid defeat in last year's elections, the first time 
since Mugabe took power in 1980 that he faced a 
serious challenge. 

Deaf receive Haggadah supplement 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The Orthodox Union is 

mailing a sign-language supplement to the Passo
ver Haggadah to thousands of deaf and hearing
impaired Jews worldwide. The supplement, pub
lished by the O.U. 's Our Way outreach program, 
features descriptions of basic Passover laws and 
customs. It is the third in the group's series of sign
language guides for Jewish holidays. 

Group blasts UN-funded map 
NEW YORK (JTA) - B 'nai B 'rith International 

blasted a UN program for funding publication of a 
map that does not show the State ofIsrael. Another 
map, published by the Palestinian Ministry of 
Tourism with the support of the UN's Program of 
Assistance to the Palestinian People, details the 
Old City of Jerusalem, showing churches and 
mosques, but making no mention of synagogues 
orthe Western Wall. "It is unconscionable that the 
UN should fund a map - or any other publication 

"-"th('lt ignores Israel or any other member state," 
said the president of B'nai B'rith International, 
Richard Heideman. 

Russian tycoon jailed in Spain 
NEW YORK (JTA) - A Spanish judge ordered 

Russian media tycoon and Jewish lead~r Vladimir 
Goussinsky to return to jail pending the outcome 
of his extradition hearing, which starts later last 
week. Goussinsky, who has been under house 
arrest, may be extradited to Russia to face fraud 
charges. 

cIared unlawful in Aus
tralia. 

During the question
and-answer session, 
Hanson said, "Toben is 
probably like a lot of 
other Australians that 
he is supporting me 
here today, and I thank 
him." 

A prominent member 
of South Australia's 
Jewish community told 
JT A that Toben ac
tively campaigned for 
One Nation during the' 
1999 federal election, 
although Toben told 
reporters at the press 
cI u b speech that he does 
not have a party prefer-
ence. 

Hanson lost her Par
liament seat in the,last 
election and has since 
suffered a series of set
backs, including the 
dissolution of her po
litical structure and 
negative publicity over 
her use of public money 
and supporters' funds. 

LONDON (JTA) - smaller stores were fected the country's 
As far as foot-and- without meat," he said, entire meat industry, 
mouth disease is con- but larger stores keep not just kosher butch-
cerned, it's good to be 10 to 12 days' worth of ers. 
Jewish. Since the out
break of the disease last 
month, Jews who keep 
kosher have faced 

Two Jewish men convicted in 
massive London vote fraud 

fewer serious meat By RICHARD ALLEN GREENE 
shortages than the rest LONDON (JTA) - Two observant Jews who 
of the British commu- served as elected London officials face up to 10 
nity. years in jail after being convicted of vote fraud. 

In order to contain the Detective Inspector Robert Garratt, the investigat-
highly contagious live- ing officer, called the case "the largest attempt to 
stock virus, Britisj1 au- subvert the democratic process that I am aware 
thorities have imposed of." . 
severe restrictions on In a trial that lasted nearly two months, a court 
the movement of ani- found that the two fervently Orthodox defendants, 
mals. Isaac Leibowitz, of the Conservative Party, and 

The regulations mean Zev Lieberman, a Liberal Democrat, fraudulently 
that animals cannot be added names to the electoral rol\s, resulting in a 
taken from farm to 2,000 percent increase in proxy votes in their ward 
slaughterhouse, and in the May 1998 election to the local council. 
many stores have seen According to the prosecuting attorney in the case, 
their stocks of meat dis- the fraud was massive enough to deprive Labor of 
appear. a council majority in London's East End borough 

Kosher slaughter of Hackney. The men are scheduled to be sen-
ground toahalt forsev- tenced April 6. 
eral days at the end of During the trial, the court heard that Leibowitz, 
February, the executive 36, and Lieberman, 29, had registered 88 voters 
director of the London from a yeshiva that only had room for 30 students. 
Board of Shechita, They also registered American and Yemeni citi-
Michael Kester, told zens as eligible to vote. 

Aspel' Foundation Pel'fol'mances: Lectul'e Sel'ies 
In Pal'tnership with the Rady Jewish Community Centre present 

JCC's of North America 

I:Takein u I:Kadeish • To Transform & To Elevate 

DBIINDWITZ. om," 

One more multifaceted program simulcast 
LIVE from the 92nd Street Y in New York 
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A Conversation With E I ie W,iesel/ 
Sunday, March 25, 2001 • 6:30 pm 
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