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Editoriall comment 
Question for Marc Rich's beneficiaries 

T he pardon of billionaire Jewish business
man Marc Rich raises disturbing ques
tions about fundraising and conflict of· 

interest. 

phoned Clinton for that reason. Spokespersons 
for Barak maintain that Rich didn't donate 
money to Barak's. campaign for the prime min

Dry Bones 

Rich fled the U.S. in 1983 before he could be 
indicted for what some critics described as the 
biggest tax evasion in U.S. history. 

istership. 
But Abraham J. Foxman, national director of 

the anti-Defamation League, which also lobbied 
for Rich's pardori, has acknowledged that Rich 
contributed money to his organization. 

Rich also set up a foundation in Israel to dis
pense charity there. And a long list of Israeli 
beneficiaries of those gifts in late 2000 wrote let
ters to Clinton, seeking the fugitive billionaire's 
pardon, at Rich's lawyers' request. 

Jewish causes were far from the only recipi-

NaT WHAT! 
WHO.' ! 

That multi-count tax evasion charge alleged 
that 'Rich secretly bought millions of barrels of 
Texgs oil several decades ago that was then 
under strict price controls. He sold the oil on the 
open market for huge profits. And While 52 
Americans were held hostage in Iran, Rich's 
company allegedly made millions more by seIl
ing Iranian oil, violating an American trade 
embargo. 

Rich and his partner were then charged with 
failing to pay tax on the profits. 
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Rich escaped extradition because under Swiss 
law, the crimes he was accused of don't merit 
criminal charges. 

Still, many Americans have gone to jail for far 
less serious crimes. And the parties involved in 
successfully persuading U.S. President Bill 
Clinton to grant him a pardon included some 
major Jewish figures. 

Ehud Barak, Israel's then-prime minister, 

more than $200,000 U.S. from his ex-wife, 
Denise Rich, in the last U.S. presidential cam
paign. She, too, wrote a letter to Clinton 
December 6, solicited by Marc Rich's lawyers. 

Marc Rich has been very generous with his 
money, particularly to Jewish causes. But how 
far should recipients of such gifts go, in secur
ing controversial favors for the donor? That's 
what Jewish and other beneficiaries of Rich's 
philanthropy should be asking themselves. 

Words from the past that haunt us 
'Experts" predictions have proven false, time and again ~ 

H eadline: "Both 
El. Al and 

. .. .Israel's Arkia 
Airlines have pre
pared flight plans and 
tentative schedules to 

fetched, but such was sion through Israel's 
the news back in withdrawal from all 
September, 1993. It the lands it occupied 
was the result of the that year, and the 
famous handshake elimination of the 
between Rabin and consequences of the 
Arafat in Washington 1948 aggression link Ben Gurion 

Airport with and the signing of the through the eradica-
Damascus and Declaration of tion of Israel." 
Beirut. " Principles. Sometimes policies 

Or, look at this one: change with the times. 
INSIDE ISRAEL "Yasser Arafat has The newspaper 

lost his luster and is in Haaretz, in 1994, on 
the midst of a severe Soviet Jewish immigrants fill Ben-Gurion attitude toward Jewish 
dispute with his close Airport in the early 1990s. A few years earli- residents of the Jordan 
supporters. His oppo- er, a Hebrew University professor predicted Valley: The paper 
nents in the other there would be no more mass immigrations to reminds Prime 
organizations are Israel. Minister Rabin and 

CARL ALPERT exploiting this to step members of his Labor 
up the campaign was in February, is the occupational government that those 

That may sound far- against him .... " That 1994, but is strangely structure of Jews in who chose to settle in 
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applicable to the situ- the West and in. the the Jordan Valley after 
ation within the . Soviet Union, and in 1967 did so "at the 
Palestine camp today. the fact that most initiative of (Labor) 

Much ean be Jews prefer to live in Alignment govern-
learned by turning countries that are cen- ments, to establish a 
back the pages of tral to the world sys- security and settle-
recent history and tern." Need it be ment backbone for 
taking note of the added that this was Israel in the (West) 
moods, opinions and followed by immigra- Bank's rear." The 
policies- that were rife tion of close to a mil- paper then went on to 
at the time. We gl,,-an lion Jews from the say that these settlers 
some more. fonner Soviet Union. were, by and large, 

A .1987 prediction. Some messages are idealistic left-wing 
Will there be another repeated again and kibbutzniks. Further, 
wave of mass immi- again, but we fail to the paper declared: 
gration to Israel? heed them. "The government's 
Professor Sergio de la M u ham mad expected inability to 
Pergola, of the Hassanein Heykal, stand behind its obJig-
Hebrew University, former editor of ation, does perhaps 
speaking at a confer- Egypt's most influen- the greatest injustice 
ence at the Van Leer tial. newspaper, in to this type of settler." 
Institute in Jerusalem: 1977: "There are only Kochavi Shemesh, a 
"We can no longer two specific goals at former member of the 
expect a mass immi- present: elimination Blaek Panthers, head-
gration. One of the of the consequences ing a delegation of six 
main reasons for this of the 1967 aggres- Israelis, took off for 

/ 

"",,"" . _._,"';i" 

Moscow to urge 
Russian Jews not to 
come to Israel 
"because we just can't 
digest any more peo
pIe." That was III 

December, 1990. 
Memories of the 

Gulf War. In January, 
1994, the Labor paper, 
Davar, suggested that 
funds should no 
longer be wasted on 
the distribution of gas 
masks, since the deci
sion to initiate this 
process was largely 
political and unjusti
fied. Since the Israeli 
defence budget was 
limited, money should 
be cautiously chan
nelled toward protect
ing Israel against seri
ous threats to its secu
rity, instead of divert
ing resources to less 
immediate concerns, 

. the paper wrote. 
Perhaps the criti

cism was motivated 
by the fact that the 
decision to protect 
Israelis with gas 
masks was made by a 
Likud government. 
There was indeed no 
need for the gas 
masks, but the Iraqis 
did land many rocket 
missiles in Israel, 
causing great damage 
in populated areas. 

(Cont. on page AS. 
See "Carl Alpert".) 

Comment 

Not a single kibbutznik 
Book documents decline of social experiment 

One-third of the members of 
this country's first govern
ment were kibbutzniks; in 

the new one, which came into 
office earlier this month, there are 
none. This highlights the declining 
influence of Israel's collective set
tlements, the central theme of 
Daniel Gavron's clear-sighted new 
book, The Kibbutz: Awakening 
from Utopia, published by 
Rowman and Littlefield. 

Kibbutzniks, who also held 
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Jews in the news 
We're still seen as symbolic outsiders 

By RUBIN FRIEDMAN teenage American Jewish girls. 
National Communications When contacted by Canadian 
Director, Canadian .Jewish Jcwish Congress, the cditor of the 
Congress Sun apologizcd for thc rcferencc, 

Recent news coverage has which he acknowledged was 
shown that Jews and the unneccssary to the story and that it 
Jewish experience, especial- was, in fact, inaccurate. 

ly the Holocaust, are still bcing Other reccnt articlcs have not 
used to promote particular causes. gencratcd thc same controversy but 
References to Jews and the Jewish still illustrate thc challenge of 
experience have been common in responding 10 these kinds of .com-
public statements and in media arti- pan sons. 

seats 
in the 
I 949 
Knesset, 
were not 
influential 
because of 

----Glcs·cvcn-when·the-subjectmatleris~--ln,danumyt0;-200t-VOIlCOUW!i;O----

NECHEMIA MEYERS their num-
bers, for 

they made up little more than three 
per cent of the population at the 
time. What elevated them in the 
eyes of Israeli society was, as 
Gavron points out, their status as 
the vanguard of the nation in every 
sphere, economic, cultural and mil
itary. This made them extremely 
self-confident, sometimes even 
arrogant. Now, the author reports: 
"the world's most successful com
mune movement is in disarray, with 
less than half of its 120,000 mem
bers believing that the kibbutz has a 
future." 

Gavron gives his readers not only 
a fascinating survey of kibbutz his
tory, but also a close look at 10 col
lective settlements that differ great
ly from one another. On the one 
hand, he takes them to Hatzerim, 
near Beersheba, which sticks to the 
old egalitarian values and even 
requires its top executives to spend 
one shift a week on the production 
line of its extremely successful fac
tory for the manufacture of drip 
irrigation equipment. On the other 
hand, he portrays kibbutzim like 
Neve Yam, near Haifa, which has 
virtually fallen apart, or Kfar 
Ruppin in the Jordan Valley, now 
almost completely privatized. 

The general trend, in any case, is 
clear. Statistics quoted by Gavron 
reveal that 70 per cent of kibbutz 
factories and 40 per cent of their 
agricultur~l branches are now run 
by boards of directors, 75 per cent 
of all kibbutz members today pay 
for their own electricity, and 60 per 
cent of kibbutz dining halls have 
stopped serving dinner. 

Even if the kibbutzim were· to 
close shop tomorrow morning, they 
would stilI have an unparalleled 
achievement to their credit. Almost 
all other communes, Gavron points 
out, didn't survive past the genera
tion of the founders, if they lasted 
that long. In contrast, Degania, the 
first kibbutz - established in 1910 -
is now being run primarily by the 
grandchildren and great-grandchil
dren of those who created it. But 
their way of thinking is very differ
ent from that of their forbearers. 
Take, for example, Chen Vardi, 

Cover of The Kibbutz: 
Awakenillg 
jromUtopia. '. 

grandson of founding member 
Yosef Bussel, who wants to bring 
Degania into tune with the times, to 
reward hard work and punish 
slackers. "I don't know what my 
grandfather would say if he were 
alive today, but," Vardi declares, "I 
know what I would say to him. 
'You were a revolutionary. You 
changed things. Now I want to 
change things in my way, for what 
was right in 1910 is not necessarily 
right in the 21st century." 

At least Chen Vardi is still trying 
to keep the kibbutz idea alive. Most 
of his age group have left the col
lective settlements, which puts into 
question the long-term survival of 
the kibbutzim. 

The hostile media 
N· ·ot only have the kibbutzim lost 

. their political clout, but also 
the support qf the media. This is 
particularly true in regard to 
Israel's most prestigious newspa
per, Ha' aretz. Recently, within less 
then a month, its weekend maga
zine carried two major articles 
devoted to collective settlements. 
One surveyed the traumas suffered 
by youngsters who - under a since 
abandoned system - slept in a sepa
rate children's house, away from 
their parents. The other piece dwelt 
on sexual assaults in the kibbutzim, 
apparently, so the writer claimed, a 
widespread phenomenon. 

However, Ha' aretz did carry one 
pro-kibbutz article of late, written 
by columnist Ephraim Reiner. He 
expressed the hope that the changes 
now taking place in collective set
tlements would, make them a vital 
force once again. "Present-day 
Israel," Reiner concluded, "has a 
genuine interest in the continued 
existence and success of the kib
butzim, which may act as a source 
of inspiration and a guiding light, 
regarding precisely those issues 
with which modern society is 
struggling. " 

- MEYERS 
- The writer lives in Rehovot, 

Israel. 

not Jewish. Sun article, Barbara Yaffe tried to 
In trying to rally sovereign isIs, encourage first nations peoplc to 

Yves Michaud attacked the Jewish develop more entreprencurial and 
community in Quebec. The cover- independent attitudes by compar-
age of this statement, the reactions ing them to Jewish immigrants. 
to it and Premier Lucien Ignoring her own advice that gener-
Bouchard's resignation speech a alizations arc difficult and that the 
month later generated articles, edi- groups should not be compared, hcr 
torials, opinion pieces and lettcrs to article reflects stereotypical views 
the editor in English and French of both Jews and First Nations. 
and in all provinces, which promi- This is not a matter that is easily 
nently mentioned Jews and anti- resolved. The frequent use of the 
Semitism. Some defended not only Jews as the symbol of the quintcs-
Michaud's right to exprcss his scntial minority still implies they 
views, but also the accuracy of his are seen as outsiders while the 
perceptions. appropriation of the Nazi treatment 

During this period, Ian Lumsden, of Jews to convey strong messages 
director of the Beaverbrook about a host of other situations 
Gallery in Fredericton, commentcd always risks muddying thc particu-
on the benefits of Nazi looting of larity of the Nazi attack against the 
art, and dismissed the losses of a Jews. 
"few central European families" as The cumulative effcct of the 
unimportant. The coverage of the nature and frequency of these refer-
statement, the reaction to it and ences continues to pose a problem. 
Lumsden's subsequent apology to There is a disconcerting feeling 
Canadian Jewish Congress was that the Jewish identity and experi-
second only to the Michaud- ence are being projected in ways 
Bouchard affair in the amount of that are beyond control. This is 
media coverage generated. something Jews have become leery 

Irene Atkinson, incoming chair of of through the experience of anti· 
the Toronto Board of Education, Semitic propaganda and teaching. 
complained of cuts to the educa- They know how powerful a pro-
tional system and compared the jected image can be in promoting 
provincial government to Nazis for hatred and inciting violence against 
implementing them. When CJC them. 
objected to the completely inappro- It is only by monitoring media 
priate comparison, Atkinson apolo- coverage and public statements that 
gized and reformulated her criti- the Jewish community can respond 
cism. to the activities of the many others 

Tom Puil, a longtime city coun- with diverse motives who seek to 
selor in Vancouver, reacted with define the Jews and their experi-
anger to the suggestion by the ences for their own purposes. 
Vancouver Chief of A 
Police that those con- Carl lpert 
victed of drunk driving (Cont. from page 4.) 
should have a "D" What if they had carried poison gas? 
placed on their licence At t~e Colu.mbian. ~xposition in Chicago in 
or their car. He com- 1893, mfluentlal partiCipants were asked to pre
pared this suggestion to diet what the~ thought ~ould be the leading 
the action by the Nazis developments m the U.S. In the next 100 ye.ars. 
in making Jews wear Pro~essor H. Law-Yone, . of th? Techl1l~n, 
yellow stars during the r~mll1ds us th~t among their confident pred!c
Holocaust. He subse- tlons were: Railroads would become the major 
quently wrote a letter means of rapid transport; ho~es and buildings 
of apology to Canadian would be constructed of alum mum; unemploy
Jewish Congress, ment would disappear; hypnosis would take the 
Pacific Region. place of anaesthetics; laws would be so simpli-

In a Vancouver Sun fied, that there would no longer be need for 
article on plastic eye lawyers, and more. 
surgery in the Chinese Perhaps we should learn to appraise more cau
community, the author tiously some of the confident assertions of con
chose to insert a gratu- temporary government leaders, politicians, and 
itous reference to "nose even journalistic commentators, and measure 
jobs" which she. called them with a great deal more skepticism. 
a "rite of passage" for The writer lives in Haifa, Israel. 
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