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The Winnipeg SymjJhony Orchestra 
Performs Music of Sid Robinovitch 

With 'inian, Saxo/ogy Canada & Daniel Koulack 

The Winnipeg Symphony Or
chestra, led by Artistic Direc- , 
tor Bramwell Tovey, presents 

a program of music by Winnipeg 
composer SidRobinovitch at a spe
cial concert on Wednesday, April 
11 at 8:00 p.m. at the Centennial 
Concert Hall. The WSO is joined 
by special guests Finjan, Saxology 
Canada and banjo player Daniel 
Koulack. 

The program includes three 
works by Robinovitch: Camptown 
for solo banjo and orchestra, Con
certo for Saxophone Quartet and 
'Suite for Klezmer Band. A selec
tion of solo numbers by Finjan and 
Saxology Canada round out the 
program. The concert will also be 
recorded for broadcast Friday, May 
18 on In Performance on CBC 
Radio Two. Following the concert, 
the WSO and soloists will record 
the three Robinovitch works for a 
CBC Records CD, to be released 
later this year. 

Sid Robinovitch earned his Ph.D. 
in Communications from the Uni
versity of Illinois and taught social 
sciences at York University in To
ronto until 1977, when he decided 
to channel his'energies toward com
position. He studied at Indiana Uni
versity and the Royal Conservatory 
in Toronto before returning to Win
nipeg, where he continues to work 

as a teacher and composer. 
Many of Sid's works are influ

enced by folk music (such as his 
arrangements of traditional Judeo
Spanish tunes and Ca~ptown, his 
extrapolation of Stephen Foster's 
song, Camptown Races), or reli
gious themes. The Sons of Jacob 
for violin and piano was nominated 
for a Juno Award for best composi
tion in 1989, while the Talmud 
Suite has been' recorded by the 
Elmer Iseler Singers. 

Robinovitch has also found in
spiration in modem literature, from 
Vladimir Nabokov (Dreaming 
Lolita) to Erica Jong. His work in 
television includes the theme for 
the acclaimed CBC comedy series, 
The Newsroom, and a score for 
CBC's biographical series, Life and 
Times. Recent and upcoming 
projects include The Tower, a mu
sical play for children based on the 
Old Testament story of the tower 
of Babel; and two choral works 
(Canzone romane and Prayer at 
Night), commissioned by the Mani
toba Chamber Orchestra. 

Tickets for the April 11 concert 
are available at the WSO Patron 
Services Office, located in the Cen
tennial Concert Hall at 555 Main 
Street, or by calling the number in 
the ad below. Group discounts are 
also available, 

ThE MUSIC OF SID ROBINOVITCH 
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Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 
in concert 
with Finjan & Saxology Canada 

B~LLToVEy,CONDUCTOR 

949-3999 
TICKETS: $24, STUDENTS $15 

Group discounts available 
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New Anne' Frank film seeks 
fuller portrayal of child diarist 
By KATKA 
KROSNAR 

P'RAGUE(JTA) 
- Anne Frank 

_ sits on a stool in 
. a dimly lit and dusty 

room, whimpering as 
she clutches her arms 
to her chest, shivering 
from fear and cold. Her 
large brown eyes have 
an unforgettable, 
haunted look. As the 
Auschwitz inmate 
starts to hack off 
Anne's beloved long 
brown hair, a loud call 
echoes through the bar
ren room, breaking the 
silence: "Cut!" The in
mate, however, contin
ues to hack off the 
young girl's locks with 
his large scissors. 

Recognizing the dou
ble entendre, director 
Robert Dornhelm 
rushes over, changing 
his )nstructions to 
"Stop! Stop!" Crew and 
observers watching the 

Hannah Taylor Gordon as Anne Frank and 
Ben Kingsley as Otto Frank rehearse between 
takes on the set of 'Anne Frank: The Whole 

,Story.' The two-part miniseries is currently 
being filmed for ABC in an 014 airplane factory 
outside Prague. Credit: Julie Denesha. 

. filming of the heart-wrenching scene 
cannot help but smile. 

The elderly extra, a former hair
dresser, is struggling to be as brutal 
with 13-year-old actress Hannah 
Taylor Gordon's hair as the scene 
requires. Getting itright thefirsttime 
the cameras roll is crucial, as stars 
and crew agree that there will be no 
wigs - and therefore no repeat takes 
~ for this scene in "Anne Frank," a 
four-hour ABC miniseries. 

Welcome to Prague and the film
ing of a $12 million U.S. production, 
starring Oscar- and Emmy-winning 
actor Ben Kingsley as Anne's father, 
Otto Frank, and Golden Globe-win
ner Brenda Blethyn as family friend 
Auguste Van Pels. 

Writer Kirk Ellis, who based his 
script on German writer Melissa 
Mueller's biography of Anne, claims 
that the new production is the first to 
give a truer, broader picture of Anne's 
life before, during and after her two
year confinement in a secret annex of 
an Amsterdam home, where she 
wrote her famous diary. The show 
covers Anne's life from age 9 to her 
death at 15 from typhus at the Bergen-

, Belsen concentration camp weeks 
before its liberation. 

"This shows Anne as a typical girl 
affected by remarkable events. Once 
you understand the context of her 
life, it puts the achievement of her 
diary into a far greater context," Ellis 
says. 

Filming of the miniseries, slated to 
be aired in May, involved recreating 
the three concentration camps where 
Anne spent the last few'months of' 
her young life: Westerbork, 
Auschwitzand Bergen-Belsen. It also"" 
involved the painstaking recreaticm 

of the secret annex where the Franks 
and four family friends hid from the 
~azis, and building a facade along 
Prague's waterfront to resemble 
.1940s Amsterdam. 

British actress Hannah Taylor 
Gordon won the role of Anne over 
1,200 other girls worldwide, and is 
taking the star tum in stride. "I am 
just enjoying going on the set and 
being as much like Anne as I can 
imagine," she says during a break in 
filming. 

While Gordon's remarkable re
semblance to Anne was the first 
thing that grabbed producer David 
Kappes and executive producer 
Hanns Proppe during the casting 
process, her personality and acting 
skills quickly impressed the cast and 
crew. 

Kingsley is among those praising 
her talents. "She is the best leading 
lady I have ever had. She is intelli
gence on legs," he says, relaxing in 
his trailer. "Ninety per cent of what I 
do is reacting to her. I just hold her 
hand and play her dad and allow my 
character to love her character." 

For Gordon, who is not Jewish, 
playing the role is about being her
self - and she repeatedly refers to the 
character in the present tense. "I think 
I'm really like her. That's why I love 
playing this part. Anne is really bub
bly and bright - I'm quite like that," 
Gordon says. 

"I love dreaming and making up 
little stories. But she. could also be 
really deep and intense - I can just 
imagine her in a comer scribbling 
really fast. I think the people in the 
annex survived ,the confinement be
cause of her; she kept them going," 
she~ays . 
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Apology delayed 

Henry Ford would have ap~logized sooner ••• 

if only outsiders wouldn't have mixed in 
Review by HARRY 
KIRSBAUM 
Detroit Jewish News 

D ETROIT -
, Picture Rabbi 

Leo Franklin 
of Temple Beth EI, sit
ting in Henry Ford's 
office in Dearborn. It is 
May 1920, and Rabbi 
Franklin is more than a 
little concerned about 
the anti-Semitic venom 
being written in the 
Dearbomlndependent, 
Ford'sweeklynewspa- . 
per. After a long con
versation betweenth~ 
two neighbors and 
friends, Ford summons 
a stenographer to dic
tate and sign a retrac
tion letter. 

But then, a telegram 
an'ives from the Ameri
can Jewish Committee 
in New York demand
ing a retraction. Ford 
jumps from his chair, 
his face flushed, and 
says, "Let's go to 
lunch. " 

After lunch, he re
fused to sign any letter 
of retraction, and the 
anti-Semi tic ,{enom 
continues for seven 
years. In his book to be 
published this fall, 
Henry Ford and the 
Jews (Public Affairs, 
Inc., New York), au
thor Neil Baldwin used 
research from Ford's 
and Rabbi Franklin's 
archives to measure the 
reaction of the "entire 
spectrum of the Jewish 
community to what 
Ford did and said re
garding anti
Semitism. " 

Baldwin, of New Jer
sey, spent about six 
weeks poring over the' 
Franklin archives to 
research his book. 
Speaking before a 
crowd of 70 at Temple 
Beth EI on March 7, 
celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the ar
chives, he told of the 
disbelief when the first 
issue of the Dearborn 
Independent hit the 
stands on May 22, 

HENRY FORD: Tel
egram from Ameri
can Jewish Commit
tee caused him to can
cel his retraction of 
anti-Semitic remarks, 
a new book says. 

1920. -
About 20 prominent 

Jewish pi·ofessionals at 
the Phoenix Social 
Club in Detroit read it, 
and thought such 
venom could only come 
from "a bolt out of the 
blue, not from Henry 
Ford himself." They 
hoped he would vigor
ously deny this in the 
following week's issue, 
Baldwin said. When the 
follow-up column was 
worse, Rabbi Franklin 
was designated by the 
club to meet with Ford. 
Baldwin originally got 
his idea for a book when 
writing a Thomas 
Edison biography. In it, 
he mentions Edison's 
relationship with Ford, 
and cites a conversa
tion the two men had 
on anti-Semitism dur
ing a camping trip. 

The thought was 
prompted' again when 
the movie Schindler's 
List was first broadcast 
on network television, 
with Ford Motor Com
pany as sponsor. 
Baldwin felt a sense of 
irony. He reread pas
sages from the Edison 
biography, then de
cided to write the new 
book. Archival meet
ing notes from Fred 
Black, a Dearborn In
dependent editorial 
board member, re
vealed Ford to be a 
"manager by surprise." 

He had a tendency to 
blurt things out, discuss 
an idea for about 10 

Live Music for af[ Occasions 
e-mai£: eCimusic@escape.ca 

CALL ELI HERSCOVITCH AT 489·5267 

minutes, then come to 
a quick conclusion, 
Baldwin found. "He 
was not articulate in 
discourse, but episodic 
in. speaking." And 
when Ford· finally 
printed an apology and 
retraction in the paper 

, just before Yom Kippur 
in 1927, Baldwin 
looked at copies of lo
cal rabbis' sermons to 
see what was said about 
Ford. 

Rabbi Franklin spoke 
of anti-Semitism, but 
didn't mention Ford's 
name as many other 
rabbis did. After Ford's 
apology was published, 
Jewish leaders told 
Rabbi Franklin it was a 
perfect time to get back 
at him. Charles Joseph, 
editor of the Jewish 
Criterion in Pittsburgh, 
said Rabbi Franklin 
should solicit Ford for 
a $1 million donation 
to the American Jew-

ish Committee. 
"This isn't thc time 

to ask for money," 
Rabbi Franklin replied, 
"I want to keep Ford in 
our debt for a long 
time." Michael Skin
ner, president of the 
Henry Ford Heritage 
Association in 
Dearborn, said Ford 
was "certainly not pcr
fect; he had deep 
flaws. " 

Ford's grandson, 
HelllY Ford II, reached 
out to the Jewish com
munity. He established 
an assembly plant in 
Israel, and was very 
generous to the state of 
Israel, on a personal ba- . 
sis, through his friend
ship with Max Fisher 
and others, Skinner 
said. "The family has 
certainly done every
thing they can in the 
later generations to 
make up for the mis
takes of the founder." 

Paintings in Australian 
museum may have 
been stolen by the 

Nazis 
By JEREMY JONES 

SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) - Australia will 
investigate whether nine paintings at a govern
ment-run museum were looted by the Nazis, The 
paintings, housed at the New South Wales Art 
Gallery, include two highlights of the gallery's 
European c:ollection, George Braque' s "Landscape 
with Houses" and Ernst Kirchner's "Three Bath
ers." 

New South Wales Premier Bob Carr, who an
nounced that digital representations of the works 
in question would be placed on an Internet site, 
said the paintings "may have been stolen from 
people during the greatest crime that humanity has 
ever borne witness to. "Theft of Jewish-owned art 
is minor when compared to the atrocities commit
ted by the Nazis against world Jewry," he added. 
"However, 55 years later, it is an issue that must be 
honorably redressed." 

George Foster, president of the Australian Asso
ciation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and De
scendants, said that even if the paintings were 
stolen, the chances of finding their owners would 
be slim because so much time has passed. National 
galleries in North America and Europe have been 
tackling the issue of provenance of paintings with 
gaps in their ownership records during the Nazi 
period. 

The Art Gallery of New South Wales looked into 
the ownership records of more than 40,000 works 
before concluding that the nine paintings from its 
20th-century European collection may have been 
looted. 

Multiple 'Appeals Commission 
community representatives announced 

YUDE 

Guidelines have 
been established 
as the result of a 

broadly based consen
sus of contributors, 
fundraising organiza
tions and the commu
nity-at-Iarge. Thus, 
creating an orderly 
environment for 
fundraising in the 
Winnipeg Jewish 
community; maxi-

,. tI . HI~N1'E"I. ,E .. I~I~ mlZlng le amount 01 - - -
funds which can be chair, MAC 
raised and collected; minimizing the duplica
tion and overlapping of efforts; and recogn izing 
the primacy of the annual Combined Jewish 
Appeal (CJA) campaign. 

The By-laws of the Multiple Appeals Com
mission (MAC) provide that its membership is 
made up of 10 members ofthe Winnipeg Jewish 
community appointed by their respective or
ganizations, with the chairperson appointcd by 
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg/Combined 
Jewish Appeal. 

Yude Henteleff, C,M., Q.c., chair of the 200 I 
MAC, wishes to introduce the following com
munit y representatives; women's organ izations: 
Glenna Kay; Israel-based organizations: Earl 
Pitch; Winnipeg-based organizations: Martin 
Fingold; synagogues: (TBA); named by Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg/Combined Jewish Ap
peal: Kenneth Kronson, Larry Fleisher, Michael 
Helper, Phyllis Spigelman and Barbara Kives. 

The support of MAC as voiced by thecommu
nity organizations makes it clear that there is 
acceptance by the community of the basic prin
ciples encompassed by the MUltiple Appeals 
Commission Guidelines. 

All fundraising events, whether major 
or minor, must be booked through 
Sandy Hurwitz at 832-9879. 
There should be no more than two major 
fundraising campaigns or events in any. 
given month, preferably spaced ·at least 
two w~eksapart. Sandy ~ill check 
the Community ,Calendar for conflicts. 

To finalize your date, a written request 
must be sent by fax or mail before the 
date is "officially" put on the 
Community Calendar. 

AU non.,.fundraising events (Le. meetings, 
lectures, etc.) should be booked through 
Lorraine at 477-7424. • 
The Community Calendar is updated .' 
weekly and can be found on . 
wWw.jewishwinnipeg.org;· 
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·Justareminder":·n~ fundr;'liing" 
la~e,d~ri~gthe·.··. 


