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World Jewish news 

British Jews charge that coverage of Mideast violence is unfair to Israel 
By RICHARD ALLEN GREENE to civilized taste." 

LONDON (JT A) • As clashes between Israel 
and the Palestinians continue for a sixth month, 
many Jews in the United Kingdom are concerned 
that Israel is not getting a fair hearing in the British 
press. The Guardian newspaper has been the sub
ject of the harshest. criticism, but another daily 
newspaper, The Independent, and the BBC have 
also raised concern. 

Much of the British Jewish community shares 
Black's concerns. "Israel is portrayed as a brutal 
regime interested only in hurting Palestinians," 
said Hagai Segal of the World Zionist Organiza
tion. Segal was a speaker at a recent panel on the 
topic, "Does Israel get a fair hearing in the rriedia?" 

In an unusual move, Canadian publishing mag- . 
nate Conrad Black publicly attacked one of his 
own columnists for expressing a hatred for Israel 
that Black described as "irrational and an offense 

. The British press sees "Israel as a superpower and 
the Palestinians as poor people who want peace, 
and neither perspective is remotely accurate," Segal 

. told IT A. Part of the problem, he said, is that the 
British press in general tends to side with under
dogs. D.J. Schneeweis, the Israeli press attache in 
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London, agreed. "There is a tendency in many 
quarters Cif the media to go softly on the perceived 
weaker side in any conflict - in this case, the 
Palestinians," he said. "The presumption is that if 
more Palestinians than Israelis are being killed, it 
must be the Israelis using force." 

Yet emphasizing the number of fatalities - with
out saying which side is initiating the attacks -
leads to bias in articles, Schneeweis said. Segal 
said the problem has gotten worse since the Pales
tinian uprising broke out at the end of September. 

After the Oslo peace process began in 1993 
"there was more neutral, balanced, non-emotive 
r~porting," he said. "But now it's like the 1980s 
again," he said, when the press was strongly criti
cal . o~ Israeli· tactics in the original Palestinian 
upnsmg. 

The paper that has come in for the strongest 
condemnation is The Guardian, a London daily 
are very careful to make sure Jewish and Israeli 
voices are heard," he said". -

Ten Commandments stands in Colo. 
NEW YORK (JTA)· A Colorado city council 

voted to allow a tablet of the Ten Commandments 
to remain in front of its City Hall. But the council 
ih Grand Junction also agreed March 19 to erect 
other monuments placing the tablet in historical 
context, along with a disclaimer saying the city 
does not endorse any religion. 

White supremacist gets 30 years 
NEW YORK (JTA) • A white supremacist 

pastor was sentenced -to 30 years in prison in 
Missouri on March 19 for abducting six of his 
grandchildren and keeping them at his farm to 
indoctrinate them. During his trial, the Rev . Gordon 
Winrod repeatedly referred to the court as "the 
Jewdiciary,"butdenied that he hates Jews. Winrod 
has been linked to the Christian Identity move
ment, which considers white Christians superior 
to nonwhites and Jews. 

Hitler bar in Korea protested 
NEW YORK (JTA) • The Simon Wiesenthal 

Center protested to South Korea's ambassador to 
the United States about two nightspots in that 
country displaying Nazi symbols. The center called 
for closing the "Hitler Techno Bar and Cocktail 
Show" and the "Gestapo" pool hall, demanding 
"intervention" by the South Korean government. 
A year ago, a S~oul bar removed its Nazi-theme 
decor under government pressure after complaints 
from the center and the German and Israeli embas~ 
sies. 
. Sharon: Jerusalem to remain united 
WASHINGTON (JT A) - Jerusalem will re

main "united under the sovereignty of Israel for
ever" and Israel will not negotiate under fire, 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon told pro-Israel 
activists in Washington. As Sharon addressed the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee's an
nual policy conference March 19; hundreds of 
mostly Arab protesters gathered outside with ban
ners reading "Free Palestine" and "No U.S. Tax 
Dollars for Israeli Oppression." Jewish 
counterdemonstrators chanted "Stop the violence, 
stop the hate" and sang Israeli peace songs. 

St. Petersburg called Nazi center 
MOSCOW (JT A) • The Russian press is ex

pressing concern about the "rabid flourishing of 
Nazi ideology" in St. Petersburg, according to the 
Union of Councils for Soviet Jews. Long consid
ered a tolerant city with an ethnically diverse 

. -population, St. Petersburg has recently become a 
nub for neo-Nazi activities that include marches 
arid the publication of anti-Semitic diatribes. 

Israeli news 

I SRAELI NEWS BRIEFS I 
Gulf Arabs to fund Palestinians 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Gulf Arab states agreed 
to provide the Palestinian Authority with $40 
million U.S. a month for the next six months, The 
New York Times reported March 20. The-move, 
which reflects heightened Arab support for the 
Palestinians in their six-month-old conflict with 
Israel, will make Arab countries the chief source 
of financial support for the Palestinian Authority. 
Until now, the European Union, followed by the 
United States, were the chief donors to the Pales
tinians_ 

Israel: Long clash expected 
JERUSALEM. (JT A) - The Palestinians are 

preparing for a "protracted clash with Israel," 
according to the Israel Defence Force chief of 
staff. "The Palestinians are fortifying positions, 
stockpiling munitions, and are attempting to smug
gle in weapons through any means, by sea, by 
tunnels, by the Egyptian border and via interna
tional borders," Lt. Gen. Shaul Mofaz told the 
Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee 
on March 20. 

Palestinian: We reject Sharon plan 
JERUSALEM (JT A) • A Palestinian minister 

said the Palestinian Authority rejects Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon's proposal that the two 
sides pursue long-term interim agreements rather 
than a comprehensive final accord, Israel's ArnlY 
Radio reported March 20. Vasser Abed Rabbo 
said Sharon's real intention is to cancel previous 
agreements with the Palestinians. 

Israel again eases blockade 
JERUSALEM (.IT A) • Israel on March 20 

again eased its blockade on the West Bank city of 
Bethlehem. The blockade was imposed a day 
earlier after an Israeli driver was killed in a terror
ist shooting nearby, just hours after the original 
blockade was removed. Meanwhile, Israel's de
fence minister, Benjamin Ben-Eliezer, said he 
opposes permanent blockades of Palestinian cit-
les. 

Israeli soldier wounded 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - An Israeli soldier driv

ing a patrol vehicle was shot and wounded March 
19 near. the West Bank city of Nablus, the army 
said. A second soldier was injured as the vehicle 
briefly went out of control. In the Gaza Strip, at 
least seven Palestinian gunmen were wounded 
during a firefight with Israeli troops. 

Collaborators may be giving info 
JERUSALEM (JT A) • The commander of Pal

estinian military intelligence told a Palestinian 
publication that former collaborators with Israel 
are providing Palestinian officials with informa
tion about Israeli security forces, Israel Radio 
reported. In another development, a senior Pales
tinian intelligence official said a man had been 
arrested on suspicion of collaborating with Israel 
in the assassination of security Force official 
Massoud Ayad in Gaza a month ago. 

P.A. virus hits Israeli computers 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - A new computer virus 

origin'ating in the Palestinian Authority swamped 
Israeli government computers March 20, Israel 
Radio reported. The report said the virus appears 
as an e-mail file attachment named "Injustice." 
After being opened, it proliferates through the e
mail address books of Microsoft Outlook Express, 
sending out calls of support for the Palestinian 
cause. 

Tourism to Israel down 50 percent· 
JERUSALEM (JT A)· Tourism to Israel fell by 

.' S(j' percent in February comparecito the same 
period last year. According to the Israel Tourism •. 
Ministry, 104,300 visitors entered Israel last ~pnth. 

/ 

Wednesday. March 28, 2001. THE JEWISH POST & NEWSA23 

Once the toast of Sephardi politics, 
Israel's M ordechai guilty of assault 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM 
(.JT A) - In a ruling that 
Israeli women'sgroups 
are hailing as a land
mark, a FOlmer cabinet 
minister and candidate 
for prime minister has 
been convicted of sexu
ally assaulting and har
assing two women. In 
its ruling March 21, a 
Jerusalem court cleared 
Yitzhak Mordechai of 
similar charges brought 
by a third woman, cit
ing inconsistencies in 
her testimony. But the 
judges stressed this 
should not be inter
preted as a repudiation 
of the woman's claim. 

The third woman, 
identified only as S'" 
was a secretary in 
Mordechai's office 
when he served as 
transportation minister 
under former Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak. 
It was this woman's 
complaint that 
prompted prosecutors 
to investigate 
Mordechai - and which 
ultimately persuaded' 
the two other women to 
come forward with 
their own complaints. 

Mordechai, whose 
wife left him after the 
allegations surfaced, 

faces a maximum of . , 
seven ,years tn pnson. 
He is expected to be 
sentenced next month. 
Jeered by a group of 
women as he emerged 
from court, a haggard
looking Mordechai in
sisted he was innocent. 
"I will fight with all my 

. strength and to my last 
breath through every 
legal process to prove 
my innocence," 
Mordechai told report
ers after the verdict was 
read out. Mordechai 
had accused the media 
of a witch-hunt, and his 
attorney, Dror Arad 
Ayalon, accused the 

media and police of 
"conspiring" against 
his cl ient. 

Supporters said 
Mordechai had been 
charged with acts that 
were a norm in the Is
raeli army and political 
circles fordecades. But 
women's organizations 
hailed the ruling as a 
breakthrough in efforts 
to combat sexual har
assment, saying it 
would encourage more 
women to come for
ward. 

"It says the rules of 
the game have 
changed," said Zehava 
Gal-On, the Meretz leg-

islator whom S. first 
approached with her 
complaint. Mordechai 
stepped down as trans
portation minister last 
yem- when charges were 
filed against him. 

Though he remains a 
Knesset member, he 
has been virtually ab
sent from legislative 
activity in the past year. 
Mordechai said March 
21 he would suspend 
further participation in 
the Knesset until a de
cision is made on the 
appeal he lodged 
against the verdict, ac
cording to the Jerusa
lem Post. 

Lesbian couple can meet children 
after ruling by high court in Israel 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM CJTA) - Israel's 
High Court of Justice has overturned 
a rabbinical ruling barring a lesbian 
couple from meeting with one of the 
partners' children. . 

The' three-justice panel said the 
Haifa rabbinical court was not au
thorized to rule on the matter, re-' 
gardless of the nature of the relation
ship between the petitioners. 

The rabbinical court had issued its 
ruling at the request of the former 
husband of one of the women. Attor
ney Ayelet Golan-Tabori, who rep
resented the couple, hailed the rul-
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ing. "Ci vii rights were again declared 
in Israel where a lesbian couple can 
live together and raise children, with
out the intervention of any legal 
b04y," she told Israel Radio. Mean
while, a controversy is brewing over 

'plans to hold an event in the Knesset 
on March 20 commemorating the 
25th anniversary of the association 
of gays and lesbians in Israel. 

Two weekends ago, vandals spray- , 
painted anti-gay graffiti on the home 
of Labor Party Knesset member Yael 
Dayan, an organizer of the event, the 
Israeli daily Yedio! Achronot re
ported. 
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