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Israeli news 

Vigilant Jerusalem resident finds car bomb 
The scene in Mea She'arim after police sappers carry out a controlled 
explosion that destroyed the bomb in the stolen car. Copyright: lsranet. 

A big explosion rocked the Mea She'arim district of Jerusalem March 21 
when police sapperstried to disarm a car bomb. 

At 3 p.m. a local resident had informed a parking inspector of an illegally 
parked vehicle which he suspected as being stolen. A quick computer check 
showed that the car had indeed been reported as stolen and it immediately 
became suspect for being used as a possible car bomb. 

The vigilant parking inspector also noted that there was a suspicious cellular 
phone inside the car. 

Police sappers were called in but while they were trying to defuse the device 
with a remote controlled robot, the bomb exploded. There were no injuries. 
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News analysis 

As Sharon returnsfrom Washington, 
Israelis expect moment ofreckoning 
By DAVID LANDAU 

JERUSALEM 
(JT A) - Israel seemed 
to be holding its breath 
last week in the wake 
of three Palestinian at
tacks. The reaction 
wasn't born offear, but 
rather a sense that the 
moment of reckoning 
was at hand as Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon 
returned from his first 
trip to Washington. Is
rael didn't respond-to 
any oflast week's three 
serious attacks - on or
ders, according to reli
able sources, from 
Sharon himself, who 
was eager to belie his 
warmonger image 
when meeting with 
President Bush and 
other U.S. officials. 

It's hard to call the 
six weeks since 
Sharon's election a 
honeymoon -the Pales
tinians have done their 
best to fulfill their 
pledge to greet him with 
violence - but the sense 
here is that this was 
about as warm a recep
tion as Sharon is going 
to get. The premier was 
due back in Israel by 
the weekend, amid 
speculation that Israel's 
pent-up fury would 
then be unleashed. 

Ifreprisals-po indeed 
occur, they would be 
the first manifestation 
of a toughened reprisal 
policy under the new 
government. If they do 
not, the inaction may 
be a clue of Sharon's 
intentions - and, per
haps, of how he has 
been impacted by the 
Bush administration's 
calls for restraint. The 
first of last week's at
tacks took place at Kib
butz Manara on the Is
raeli-Lebanese border. 

Several days after the 
man responsible for 
security on the kibbutz, 
Yitzhak Kvartatz, dis
appeared, he was found 
murdered in a nearby 
riverbed. Manara's ar
senal, which Kvartatz 
oversaw; had been ran
sacked - and some 60 
rifles and handguns sto-
len. 

The Lebanon border 
fence, just yards away, 
was not cut, leading 
investigators to assume 

March 19, 58-
year-old 
Baruch Cohen, 
a resident ofthe 
West Bank set
tlement of 
Efrat, lost con
trol of his car 
and hit an on
coming truck. 
Israeli officials 
believe the as
sailants, who 
carried out the 
attack in broad 
day light, es
caped to Beth
lehem, passing 
at leasttwo Pal
estinian Au
thority road
blocks along 
the way. 

As with the 

In the wake of three Pales
tinian attacks last week, there 
was a sense in Israel that the 
moment of reckoning is at 
hand as Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon returns.last weekend 
from his first trip to Wash
ington. Credit: Brian Hendler! 
JTA. 

Gazamortarat
tack, Israeli officials 
said the shooting 
reeked ofP.A. complic
ity. Defence Minister 
Benjamin Ben-Eliezer 

that Palestinian or Is
raeli Arab terrorists· 
were responsible for the 
attack. 

The second attack 
came March 18, when 
Palestinian militants 
fired three mortar 
bombs from the Gaza 
Strip into Israel in what 
Israeli security forces 
described as a grave 
escalation of the con
flict. The attack marked 
the first time Palestin
ians had fired from 
Gaza into Israel proper 
- as opposed to Israeli 
settlements within 
Gaza - since the vio
lence began nearly six 
months ago. An Israeli 
reserve soldier was 
lightly wounded by the 
shells, which landed in 
an army base next to 
Kibbutz Nahal Oz. 

Israel Defence Force 
sources said the shells 
came from places in or 
near Palestinian Au
thority police installa
tions. 

The implication is 
that the shells could not 
have been fired with
out the connivance, or 
at least deliberate in
difference, of the Pal
estinian police - who 
were ordered an hour 
before the attack to take 
cover for fear of Israeli 
retaliation. 

The third attack came 
the following morning, 
when an Israeli driver 
was killed in a drive-by 
shooting near Bethle
hem. After being shot ,. 

. said the "finger of guilt" 
points directly at Pal
estinian Authority 
President Yasser 
Arafat. The IDF re
sponded" March 19 by 
reimposing a blockade 
around Bethlehem. The 
blockade had just been 
lifted "as part of 
Sharon's effort to ease " 
the plight of the Pales
tinian population. 

A v.ihu Cohen, son of 
the drive-by shooting 
victim, blasted the de
cision to lift the block
ade. "Everyone saw 
that they lifted the 
blockade of Bethlehem 
at midnight. At 5:45" 
in the morning, "my 
father was murdered. 
At 8:00, or ,close to it, 
they renewed the block
ade. Everyone can draw 
their own conclusions 
and speculate what 

,would have happened 
if the blockade had not 
been removed," Cohen 
told Israel's Army Ra
dio. 

On March 20, how
ever, the blockade was 
eased once again, with 
roads to the south and 
east of the city opened 
by the army. In this 
case, as in the shelling 
of NahalOz, the prime 
minister rejected urgent" 
recommendations for 
reprisals against Pales
tinian military targets. 
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Israeli news 
• 

Terrorists kill father of six near Bfrat 
Defence Minister Binyamin Ben-Eliezer (R) making a condolence visit to 
the Cohen household in Efrat. He talks about Baruch's murder while his 
son Avihu (L) and Efrat mayor Eitan Golan look on. Copyright; lsranet. 

On March 20 Defence Minister Binyamin Ben-Eliezer paid a condolence 
visit to the family of Baruch Cohen, who was killed March 19 when terrorists 
opened fire on his car near Neve Daniel in Gush Etzion, south of Bethlehem. 
Cohen, 59, was a father of six and worked as janitor in a Jerusalem school. On 
March 20 Cohen's son Avihu had intended to register his marriage; instead, 
he arid the rest of the family were plunged into mourning. 

Terrorist gunmen kill . Israeli, 
" prompt resumption of blockade 

ByNAOMI SEGAL 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Prime 

Minister Ariel Sharon's offer to ease 
sanctions on the West Bank an'd Gaza 
Strip has been put to the test follow
ing a fatal terrorist shooting. On 
March 19, Israel reimposed a block
ade around the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem after an Israeli driver was 
shot and killed in the area. The at
tack, which came days after Israel 
b~gan loosening some restrictions 
on the West Bank and Gaza, coin- . 
cided with the start of Sharon's first 
official visit to Washington since 
taking office. 

Before his departure, Sharon had 
warned that Israel would reimpose 
the restrictive measures if Palestin
ians renew their violence. Finance 
Minister Silvan Shalom said March 
19 the cabinet would meet upon 
Sharon's return from the United 
States to reassess how to deal with 
the situation. Shalom also told the 
U.S. ambassador to Israel, Martin 
Indyk, that Israel has no intention of 
releasing tax revenues owed the Pal
estinian Authority. 

Charging that Palestinian officials 
would use the revenues to fund ter
rorist operations against Israel, Sha
lom said Israel is using the money to 
fund its counter-LelTorism activities. 
In the March 19 drive-by shooting, 
Palestinian gunmen opened fire on a 
car driven by Efrat resident Baruch 
Cohen. Cohen, 58, lost control of the 
vehicle and crashed into a truck. 

Brig. Gen. Benny Gantz, the Israel 
Defence Force commander in the 
West Bank, said the Palestinian gun
men later fled into Bethlehem, pass
ing at least one Palestinian police 
checkpoint.along the way. "It is a 
shame to see that there is someone 
who exploits the IDF' s move toward 

' .. '" , 

easing the pressure around the Pales
tinian cities. It is even more of a 
shame to see that there is someone 
who is not preventing it," he told 
Israel Radio. Gantz also charged that 
Palestinian officials "know exactly 
who opened fire and who was in
volved." 

Cohen was a father of six. One of 
his children, Lt. Gen. Amnon Cohen, 
is IDF liaison officer in the Hebron 
area, Israel Radio reported. Follow
ing the attack, the Yesha Council, 
which represents settlers in the West 
Bank and Gaza, called on the IDF to 
immediately reinstate the blockade 
of Palestinian cities in the territories. 
"The blockade proved itself as a 
means to significantly reduce terror
ist attacks," the council said. "The 
Sharon government was elected first 
and foremost to restore security to 
the citizens ofIsrael." 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres said 
the attack cannot go without a re
sponse. In an address in Jerusalem, 
he also appealed to European and 
world leaders to condemn the vio
lence. In another escalation of the 
violence, Palestinian militants fired 
three mortar bombs from the Gaza 
Strip into Israel in what Israeli secu
rity forces described as a grave esca
lation of the conflict. 

The March 18 attack marked the 
first time Palestinians in the area of 
the Gaza Strip had fired into Israel 
proper since the violence began 
nearly six months ago. An Israeli 
reserve soldier was lightly wounded 
by the shells, which landed in an 
army base next to Kibbutz Nahal Oz. 
Defence Minister Benjamin Ben
Eliezer said Israel could not tolerate 
such actions. "This is a Palestinian 
attempt to drag Israel into an escala
tion," he said. 
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, 'PR/VAH UlE . 

99 Chrysler Town & 
Country Ltd. Fully loaded, 
leather interior, heated 
quad seats, rear heat & 
air, fully equipped, 3.8L 
V6. Executive driven, 

33,000 
Call 489·3767 
or 945·5721 

INJlM/DAnD BY (OMPUJER~? 

In-home, effective 
tutorials available in 

computer and Internet 
related areas. 

Call Kory Zelickson 
@291·5525 

Advertise in 

The Jewish Post 

& News. 

Call 694-3332 

for information. 

REA L E 5 r A T:E 

ADVANCED REALTY 
"Buying or Selling?" 

Esther Weinstein 
Joyce Rykiss 

925·7999 
e-mail address:weinstei@icenter.net 

PUTHoun FOR UNl 

Tiffany Towers, 2BR PH 
avail. immed., across from 
Grant Park S.C., approx. 
1170 sq.ft., uti!. & laund. 

incl., bale., pool, undergrd. 
parking, close to bus route. 

453-5178 

COTT4GU fOR RlNT 

3-Bedroom cottage on 
double lot for rent in 
LONI BEACH for the 
month of July 2001. 

Please call 
(204) 489-6104 

WINNIPEG BEACH 
Modern 4 b.r. self
contained cottage 

$2500 - for the season 
589-7361 
334-0162 

.BABYSITHR 
Babysitter available 

River Hts. area 
References avail. 

Call Shira 488-9980 

BEAUTY CARE 

IN HOME ESTHETICS 
For yourconvenience 

Maintaining professional, high 
quality WOrkmanship for over 17 

years 
792·4657 

Advice that works for 
in-grown nails 

COALITION OF JEWISH 
'WOMEN FOR THE GET 

JEWISH DIVORCE 
HELP LINE 
992-2762 

LEAVE A 
CONFIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

BU~INU~ OPPORTUNITY 

Moms dream 
Stay at home, make money 

Lose Weight! 
1·204-694-1 BB2 

www.wOlktogelher82@holmail.co 

. TAILOR 
TONY THE TAILOR 

Custom tailoring 
All alterations and repairs 

M'en. Women' 
& Children's Wear 

Suedes' Dresses· Pants 
Leathers· Suits· Furs· etc. 

73 Park Place E. 
Tuxedo 

R3P 1C5 
No G.S.T. 

Ph. 895·1955 

NUR~U AID 

20 years expo in 
geriatrics will give TLC in 

your home Mon to Fri 
References 

.1·204-866-3502 

HOME CARE 
We need prospective employers, for 
our liv~in caregiver/nanny workers, to 
take care of your loved ones. 
We can provide reliable, trustworthy 
live-in caregiver/nanny workers. 
All background Inf. checked thoroughly. 

We also provide foreign live-In/nanny workers. 
Please call Norma 

589-5850 
VVe require live-in caregiver or nanny. 
$7.5O/hr. - 40 hr. week (room & board will be deducted) 

Please call Norma 
589-5850. 
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