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Happy Passover to pur clients & friends 

Laaies' :Fasfiions for 'Every Occasion 

Casual to classic· clothing designed for 
women 5'4" and under, in sizes 2 to 16. 

labels include Ursula, Selina, Linda Lundstrom, Louben, and more. 
Open 10 am· 5:30 pm, Mon·Sat, and evenings by appointment. 

Same·day alterations are available. 
Wheelchair accessible· parking in rear. 

866 Corydon Ave. 475·9222 

. Happy Passover 
To All Our Friends & Clients 

Hairstyling 

845 McGregor St. 589-6327 

HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL MY CUSTOMERS & FRIENDS 

Simone Scott-Simosko, B.A 

Certified Esthetician 
Manitoba Board of Examiners 

702 Dorchester Ave. at Wellington Cres. 

415-4362 

"Putting a good complexion on Winnipeg/aces since 1985. " 

Over 
70 Styles 

ano Colours 

On the shell: The empty plate 
A hasty improvisation for the local newspaper 

By JUDITH BOL
TON-FASMAN 
Jewz.com Media Net
work 

M
y mother, the 
seder and the 
empty plate -

and so· it was in that 
very order. There was 
no Elijah-like phantom 
who sUlTeptitiously vis
ited our house and ate 
food. No, this empty 
plate, with my smiling 
mother hovering over 
it, appeared a few years 
ago on the front page of 
the food section of her 
local newspaper. 

There she was, one of Two young Israeli boys search for chametz before Pesach: Removing all 
three women, featured such traces of foods that are not kosher for Pesach ties in well with spring 
!n an arti~le about Jew- cleaning. 
Ish cookmg for Passo-
ver. The other two stood next to tables teeming 
with home-cooked food. 

My aunt was the culinary talent in the family, but 

The Word 
(Cont. from page B9.) 

FIRST APPEARED 
IN NINTH 
CENTURY 

SIDDUR 
The Sh'foch 

Hamatcha is not men
tioned in the mishna' s 
elaborate treatment of 
the seder ritual, nor is it 
noted in the Babylonian 
or the Jerusalem Tal
mud. Its first appear
ance is in the siddur of 
Rabbi Arnram Gaon of 
the Ninth Century, the 
earliest complete order 

of Jewish prayer that 
has been preserved. Al
though curiously 
enough, it does not ap
pear in Maimonides', 
it is part of every other 
important version from 
the Middle Ages to the 
present. 

that day she wasn't around to prepare the food for 
my mother's photo shoot. . 
(Cont. on page Bll. See "On the shelf'.) 

divides it in two un
equal halves. Both por
tions, accordingly, 
need blessings before 
and after them. The first 
portion of the Hallel, 
according to the Jeru
salem Talmud, has the 
primary purpose of 
praising God for the de
liverance from Egypt, 
and is appropriately 
placed in the first half 
of the seder - right after 
the eating of the 
matzah, which com
memorates the Exodus. 
It already has its asso
ciated blessings, before 
and after. 

will occur after it is 
announced by Elijah 
and by the final re
deemer (the Messiah). 

The first part of the 
seder night deals with 
the redemption from 
Egypt, and the second 
half with the future re
demption. That is why 
we mention Elijah at 
this point." And accord- . 
ing to the noted 16th 
century Polish scholar, 
Rabbi Moshe Isserles, 
the opening of the door 
is related to hope for 
the Messianic era as 
well. 

We open the door, 
Isserles writes, "to re
mind oneself that this 
is the Night of Preser
vation' (in which God 
keeps the Jews safe 
from their enemies), 
and that as reward for 
this belief, the Messiah 
will come and pour out 
his wrath over the hea
then." 
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Why, at this stage of 
the seder, do we ask 
God to pour forth di
vine· wrath upon the 
nations? And which 
nations are being re
ferred to? Many an-· 
swers have been given, 
but the most appealing 
from a textual and 
structural point of view 
is that these angry 
words from Scripture 
should be taken not to 
invoke God's revenge 
upon the non-Jews liv
ing today, but to de
scribe events of the far 
distant future, literally 
of the apocalypse. It has 
not been noticed 
enough that structur
ally, these verses func
tion as an introduction 
to the second half of 
the Hallel, the six chap
ters of praise from the 
Psalms. 

Hallel, whether it ap
pears in the synagogue 
servIce or, more unu
sually, in the home 
service of the Passover 
seder, is always both 
preceded and followed 
by.a blessing. But atthe 
seder as nowhere else 
in the liturgical year, 
Hallel is interrupted, 
since the festive meal 

Also according to the 
Talmud, the second 
portion of the Hallel, 
which begins after the 
seder meal, looks for
ward to the final apoca
lyptic Day of Judgmcnt 
in which the enemies 
of the Jewish people are 
avenged by God. This, 
then, is where the 
Sh' foch Hamatcha 
comes in as a prelude. 
As the contemporary 
scholar Heinrich 
Guggenheimer writes, 
"These verses assume 
the role of an introduc
tion in the absence of a 
formal benediction." 
Now it becomes clearer 
why we pour Elijah's 
cup at this point in the 
seder. As the contem
porary Israeli scholar 
Eliyahu Kitov wrote, 
"The fifth cup is a hint 
of the final and com
plete redemption that 

When we say these 
words this Passover, let 
us hope we ean infuse 
into them not a facile 
disdain for the non
Jews among whom we 
live, but an aspiration 
to see the. days of the 
Messiah, heralded by 
Elijah the Prophet, 
when God's enemies 
will be defeated, 

Happy Passover to all our friends & customers 
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lonathan Groner's 
monthly column The 
Word is published by 
lBooks.com, apublica
tion of lewz.com Me
dia. 
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Passover in Morocco: 

A story of East meets West 
By LINDA MOREL 

NEW YORK 
(JT A) - "When 
most Americans 

think of Morocco, they 
envision Casablanca," 
says Dani Moyal, dis
cussing the mix of Mus
lim and French cultures 
among Jews in her 
homeland. Although 
she was born in Fez, 
her husband hails from 
Casablanca, the city 
immortalized in the 
classic film of the same 
name starring 
Humphrey Bogart and 
Ingrid Bergman. 

Jews inhabited Mo
rocco for at least seven 
centuries befor~ Arab 
settlers arrived. Many 
of them came from the 
Iberian Peninsula fol
lowing the expulsion of 

A family of North African Jewish origin celebrates Mimouna in Ramat 
Gan~ Israel: In Morocco, Muslim friends return flour to Jewish homes on 
that holiday, immediately after Passover, by 'arriving with cakes, cook
ies, pastries and other flour-based baking. !sranet photo. 

Jews from Spain in 1492. For the most part, 
Muslims have peacefully coexisted with Jews for 
more than 1,000 years in this north African nation 
on the Mediterranean Sea, which grants Jews full 
rights as citizens. 

"Influenced by Muslim culture, our traditions 
are strong," says Moyal, describing the Asian 
jewelry and caftans that Jewish and Muslim women 

. wear. At weddings, brides run henna through their 
hair and don ornate handcrafted gowns embroi-
dered with gold thread. . 

At sundown after the eighth day of Passover, it 
is Muslims who bring the holiday to a close, 
starting a unique festivity called the Mimouna 

On the shell 
(Cont. from page BlO.) 

And so there was my mother sitting next to an 
empty plate. 

To make matters worse, my mother offered a 
recipe that she must have concocted on the spot for 
biscochos made with matza meal and orange juice. 
Biscochos are a sweet, hard biscuit shaped like a 
doughnut with a iong history in our family. Her 
mother's mother made them in Greece, her mother 
in Cuba. Several people called the paper to say that 
my mother's version of the recipe didn't pan out in 
America. 

"You don't know what you've got 'til it's gone," 
goes the old Joni Mitchell song. This is so true for 
housework. Family lore has it that as children my 
mother cleaned and my aunt cooked - a sort of left 
brain-right brain split when it came to housekeep
ing. This became especially relevant at Passover. 
My mother cleaned for the seder, my aunt cooked 
for it. It was a. pragmatic division of labor that I 
never thought about until 1 had children and wanted 
a clean place for them and some notion of how to 
make them nutritious meals. I had n9 idea where to 
start so I hired a housecleaner and consulted some 
cookbooks to make my way. 

My friend brags that YOll can eat off of her floors. 
You can do that in my house too, but only on 
Tuesdays and maybe Wednesdays, after the 
housecleaner has been here. But now there ishope 
and perhaps irispiration for people like me in a 
digest of housekeeping do's and don'ts called Home 
Comforts: The Art and Science of Keeping House. 
The subtitle identifies' the root of my domestic 
deficiencies. Yes there is an art, and even a science, 

(pronounced Me-moo-na). Muslim friends return 
flour to Jewish homes by arriving with enough 
cakes, cookies, pastries, breads and crepes to cover 
a dining-room table. Carrying wheat from the 
field, they drape branches around picture frames 
and mirrors, and on chandeliers and tables.' 

"The Mimouna is more fun than you can imag
ine," says Moyal, explaining that Jews leave their 
front doors open all night. They go from place to 
place, stopping to enjoy sweets and tea, before 
moving on to the next family or returning horne to 
receive guests. Moyal said that some people spon
taneously stay and party at the last home they visit. 
(Cont. on page B12. See "East meets West".) 

to keeping hOllse. Who knew? The author, Cheryl 
Mendelson, is a PhD in philosophy and has a law 
degree from Harvard. She is very serious, high
minded, and more times than not preachy about the 
right and the wrong way to keep house. 

HOllie Comforts is worlds away from volumes 
published in the 1960s like Peg Bracken's The I 
Hate to Housekeep Book and Betty Friedan's The 
Feminine Mystique, which asserted that housework 
enslaved women. More than 30 years later, an 
eames t book abou t housekeeping has al most 200,000 
copies in print and has fueled debates about whether 
it is part ora new anti-feminist backlash. I'm not 
sure about the political implications of a book that 
unabashedly tells its readers that the original rea
sons for spring cleaning are no longer significant 
(no need to go through the house to wipe away a 
winter accumulation of black grease from cooking 
over an open fire or the grime of kerosene). ' 
"SPRING CLEANING STILL HAS A PLACE" 

But like the Passover purge of hametz, or leav
ened foods forbidden to be eaten during the holiday, 
the intent is' still relevant. Mendelson writes that 
"spring cleaning still has a place for anyone who can 
find the time for it or who rather likes the feeling of 
renewal that follows the major upheaval of tuming 
your home inside out. Try it once before you rule it 
out. It is delightful to begin the ne~ season with a 
home that has been scoured top to bottom, every 
drawer emptied, every piece of china washed, every 
bit of metal polished, every fabric washed, every 
square inch of all surfaces washed, polished, scoured, 
waxed or otherwise brought to its finest state." 

ludithBolton-Fasman is editor of lBooks.com, a 
member of the lewz.com Media Network. Her col
umn, (!In the Shelf, appears monthly. 

ALPHONSE & STAFF 

Of Coiffure Caprice 
360 Stafford St. 

Wish all their friends and clients 
A Happy Passover 

Appointments required. 

452·2871 or 452-1479 

Happy Passover to our clients, friends & family 
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·AHAVA BEAUTY 
FROM THE DEAD SEA 

Johanna, Helga & Jerry

Partners in MANITOBA DISTRIBUTORS 
TRIVENTURE ENT INC. 

wish you a Happy Passover 
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For all services over $30 receive a 
complimelltary Rusk product of 13 oz. * 
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DONNA DIDUCH 
BEAUTY SALON 

11 1S Pembina' Highway 
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Hair • Manicures • Pedicures 
Facials • Waxing • Massages' 

Hair Extensions 
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