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University scene/ community news 

Getting involved in your _ community 
New Jewish/ederation organization/or 18 to 24 year olds 

G etting in
volved in the 
Jewish Com

munity can be a very 
daunting task. A lot of 
people shy away from 
the community forvari
ous reasons, but it is 
important to know that 
there is plenty of op
portunity to get in
volved. 

UNIVERSITY SCENE 

to get involved on this 
committee. The first 
involves contacting the 
Jewish Federation and 
finding out when the 
next meeting is, and 
them coming out to it. 
The other way to get 
involved is by writing 
for the Federation Next 
newspaper. This gives 
students the opportu
nity to get heard, and to 
let other people know 
what you feel. 

the year. This dinner 
targeted graduate stu
dents, but other 
undcrgrads came, too. 
The· night provided a 
great opportunity for 
Jewish students, many 
of whom had never met 
before, to interact and 
enjoy a Shabbat din
ner. 

Bryan Borzykowski getting ready to vote at last year's JSA elections. There is a lot of op
portunity to be seized 
in this new initiative. It 
gives people a chance 
to hone their writing 
skills. They can become 
involved in editing or 
photography, and they 
canlearnalotaboutthe. 
community that they 
are a part of. 

Last month was also 
the time to experience 
JSA floor hockey 
playoffs. Four time de
fending Champions, 
Exodus were back to 
reclaim their title for 
the fifth time, but the 
sophomore team Elders 
gave them arun for their 
money. "Hung" won 
the playoffs. 

BRYAN BORZVKOWSKI 

The Jewish Students 
Association held their 
JSA elections this 
month. Becoming a 
member of the JSA 
board cim provide a lot 
of opportunity to meet 
new people and travel 
to various places 
around North America. 
This past year the presi-

dents of JSA had the 
opportunity to travel to 
Pennsylvania, VVash
ington and in May, To
ronto. 

Planning programs 
allows you to have a 
hand in whatgoes on in 
the community, which 
gives you some control 
over how other people 
experience the commu
nity as well. If you feel 
like there needs to be 
change then you need 

to get involved. 
One of the newest 

ways to become in
volved in the Jewish 
community combines 
writing and creativity. 
I mentioned this briefly 
in a previous article, but 
I think that it needs 
more mention here. 

The Jewish Federa
tion has created a sub
organization called 
Federation Next. This 
organization was set up 

The Board of Jewish 

Education wishes to 

thank our community 

for their support. 

Our 200 I registration 
has been very successful. 

Parents whose children 

are on waiting lists will 

be notified of placement 

as soon as possible. 

Chag Sam each to our 

students and staff, and 

their families. Enjoy 

your Pesach break. 
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E-mail me at 

to get in touch with 
youth 18-24 years old. 
VVe meet once a month 
to discuss ways to get 
people more involved 
in the Jewish commu
nity, and this,is where 
we need input from 
those people who feel 
like the community has 
little to offer. 

In other JSA news: 

cjnbryan@hotmail.com 
to find out how you can 
get involved in JSA or 
Federation Next. There are two ways 

VVe recently had our 
second JSA Shabbat of 

Panelists blame 'Jewish settlement 
activity' for Middle East peace deadlock 

'Dialogue of the deaf', says Hamizrachi 
Four panelists en

gaged last week in a 
sometimes heated dis
cussion about the cur
rent obstacles to Mid
dle East peace. 

Three of the speakers 
at' north Main Street's 
Na'amatHalllaid most 
of the blame on Israeli 
settlement activity and 
two also blamed "mul
tinational corpora
tions" for the current 
impasse. But Yoram 
Hamizrachi, a VVinni
peg-based correspond
ent for the Tel Aviv 

YORAM EAST speaks (at left) as Professor 
Carl Ridd listens. Ridd claimed there is an an 
"ecumenical deal" between "Christians and 
Jews": "If you Christians don't criticize Israel, 
we Jews won't call you anti-Semitic." 

daily, MaQl-iv, Jewish Post & News 
columnist and restauranteur, de
scdbed the discussion, organized by 
the United Jewish Peoples Order, as 
a "dialogue of the deaf'. 

Hamizrachi, the fourth panelist, 
was born and raised in Israel and 
served as a colonel in the Israel De
fence Force. He argued that there 
was no such thing as a Palestinian 
Arab identity until fairly recently. 

And after the First World War, 
when Britain and France inherited 
much of the Middle East from the 
defeated Ottoman Empire, their gov
ernments also carved up much of that 
territory in an arbitrary way. 

"Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and 
other countrie.s in the Middle East 
are mostly artificial creations," 
Hamizrachi said. . 

Britain and France ignored the of-

ten conflicting identities of the peo
ples thrown together in those new 
nations. 

A collective Arab identity in what 
is now Israel also didn't begin to 
emerge until after the First World 
VVar, along with the rise of Zionism. 

Hamizrachi is deeply pessimistic 
about prospects for peace in the Mid
dle East. 

"I don't think there's a way of 
resolving the problem in a peaceful 
way in the near future. Unfortunately, 
such a situation is resonant with vio
lence." 

Rick Janzen, the Mennonite Cen
tral Committee's coordinator of Mid
dIe East programs, noted that MCC 
has been helping Palestinian refu
gees since 1948. 
(Cont. on page All. See "Panelists 
blame Jewish settlementactivity".) 

. , 

- ~'. 

i 
; 
I 
i 
I 
i , 

Community neWs 

Panelists 
blq,me Jewish 
settlement 
activity 
(Cont. from page 
AIO.) 

"Today, MCC sup
ports a variety ofPaJes
tin ian organizations in 
education, health, and 
peacebuilding ... We see 
ourselves as being on 
the side of peace with 

- justice, and work with 
those who share that 
perspective." 

Janzen, who last vis
ited the occupied terri
tories last February, 
said Palestinians are 
willing to accept a "vi
able two-state solu
tion". 

He shares the Pales
-tinians' beliefthatJew
ish settlement activity 
is a "major obstacle to 
peace". 

On his February trip, 
Janzen noted that Pal
estinian unemployment 
"has doubled to 44 per 
cent since September 
28," when the latest 
Palestinian uprising 
started. 

Palestinians he spoke 
to express deep resent
ment that Russian Jew
ish immigrants are al
lowed to settle in the 
West Bank,and have "a 

swimming pool",while 
Pal esti n ians suffer 
from a severe water 
shortage. 

Carl Ridd, professor 
emeritus with the Uni
versity of Winnipeg's 
Department of Reli
gious Studies, empha
sized his many friend
ships with Winnipcg 
Jews. 

Today, however, he 
argued, "the United 
States blatantly uses 
Israel as a proxy for its 
own purposes in the 
M ieldle East, and (be
cause of) the Jewish 
vote back home." 

Since the Oslo peace 
process started in 1993, 
Rielel saiel, the number 
of Jewish settlements 
is "lip by 52 per cent", 
and the· number of Jew
ish settlers in them, "up 
by 72 per cent". 

Palestin ians descri be 
their situation as "liv
ing in an outdoor jail 
for 3 million people," 
Ridd said, adding that 
"the starvation and wa
ter shortages" arc other 
problems. 

Ridd claimed there is 
an "ecumenical deal" 
between "Christians 
and Jews": "If you 
Christians don't criti
cize Israel, we Jews 
won't call you anti-Se
mitic. " 

He felt he had 1'0 

Best Wishes to the Jewish Community 
for a Happy Passover 
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speak out "to heal our 
community here". 

Shahina Siddiqui, 
executive director of 
the Islamic Social Serv
ices Association, the 
last panelist, was born 
in Pakistan. 

She recalled watch
ing newsreels there as a 
child, showing Pales
tinian' women and chil
dren "in exodus from 
their land,"and "it 
broke my hemt." 

Siddiqui criticized 
the world media for re
ferring to Muslims 
fighting against Israel 
in the current uprising 
and earlier as "Islamic 
terrorists." 

She was brought up 
to believe Islam is 
"about peace and jus
lice", and maintained 
Palestinians arc com
mitting acts of terror
ism against Israel out 
of "desperation". 

"Four hundred Pales
tinians" have been' 
killed in the current 
uprising, but "we don't 
shed tears on their be
half," Siddiqui added. 
"Why the double stand
ard?" 

Siddiqui also blamed 
"the U.S. , the il1tema
tional community" for 
the current impasse, 
adding that "keeping 
the Middle East unsta
ble also suits the needs 
of many corporations." 

During a question and 
answer seSSIOn, an au
dience member won
dered what multi-na
tional corporation some 
panelists were referring 
to, when laying part of 
the blame on them for 
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the current Middle East 
peace deadlock. 

"I'm nol an expert on 
this, but I can start with 
oil and water," Ridd, 
the only panelist to an
swer that question said. 
He did not elaborate. 

HAPPy PASSOVER 

from 

DERKSEN PRINTERS 
, 

Ph. Winnipeg: 475·2494 

"Printers of tbe jewish Post and News" 
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Protect your family 
and home for as little as 

$23. ~~ month (plus taxes) 

monitoring and installation included. 

aby 

Call for a free estimate 
and ask about our.false 

alarm protection. 

949-1417 
---------------------------------------

Happy Passover to all our Friends & Clients 
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