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Comlnunity news 

Recent immigrants to Winnipeg mingle at JCFS party 
Dream of new lives in Canada links them 

By FERN 
SWEDLOVE 

A strong senseofcon
nection emanated from 
the people attending a 
gathering sponsored by 
Jewish Child and Fam
ily Service March 18 in 
a Tuxedo-area apart
mentcomplex. Itdidn 't 
matter that people came 
from all over the world 
and from many differ
ent walks of life. They 
were linked by their 
dream to live in 
Canada. 

Claudia and Walter 
Griner have only been 
in Winnipeg for one 
month, but their excite
ment is infectious. Life 
in Argentina was very 
difficult for them and 
they believe that Win-

From left: Claudia Griner, Waiter Griner, recent immigrants from 
Argentina, and Sharon Shinewald, part of a "host family" that befriends 

Three generations of the Pilat family from 
Chernovtsy, Ukraine. Standing, from left: 

immigrants. Photo by Fern Swedlove. 

nipeg can offer them a have immigrated from 
better quality of life. Argentina, this genera-

With help from JCFS tion 'X' couple have 
and other couples who found that "it is more 

.-________________ -. than we expect and very 

Live Musicfior af{ Occasions friendly," says Claudia 
Griner. "Here, I c;m say 

e-mail: eumusic@escape.ca that I am a Canadian 
Jew." 

CAU ELI HERSCOVITCH AT 489-5267 

a Chai ring 

and 

a Chai pendant 
from Celia's Jewellery 

Newcomer and host 

(not ex~ctly as shown) 

along with a 
Show & Save card 

SHOW & SAVE 
-(11111_ 

and a $10 gift coupon for 

. *price includes P.S.T and G.S.T. 

families, tutors and 
mentors enjoyed an af
ternoon of international 
food, entertainment, 

Rimma Pilat, Mikhail Pilat holding son 
Benjamin, and Ilina Pilat. Seated, from left: 
Israel and Fanja Pilat. Photo by Fern Swedlove. 

Russian gypsy dancers entertain. Photo by Fern Swedlove. 

singing and dancing. pride while holding her glad that they left Ar-
People had a chance to baby grandson on her gentina. "It is hard 
socialize with others lap. "We came' to ,for everybody, but 
who have immigrated. Canada to finish ourlife harder for Jews," says 
"It is a chance to say toge~her." Ruben. "It is getting 
thank you to our volun- Fanja and Israel are worse in Argentina." 
teers," says Adele busy adapting to a,new Zheny Levin pro-
Lewin one of the or~ lifestyle in Canada. It videdbeautifulRussian 
ganizers from the is a huge change from folksongs, which were 
agency. their lives as academ- followed by energetic 

Sharon Shinewald, ics in the Ukraine. They Russian gypsy folk 
who has been part of a study English twice a dancing. Towards the 
host family for a few week at classes spon- end of the evening, peo-
newcomer families, sored by the agency. pIe joined hands to 
finds the experience Ror the past four dance to Shalom 
very rewarding. She has years, Aida and Ruben Aleichem. They were 
provided many forms Sifrim have made Win- ,united by their Jewish 
of support, such as hav- nipeg their home for roots and their feisty 
ing them for dinner, their family. Through personalities, that 
finding doctors or jobs. the agency, they are brought them to Win-

Many people immi- providing help to other nipeg to begin a new 
grate to start a new life. immigrants. It is simi- life full of promises. 
For Fanja and Israel lar to the help they got 
Pilat, they came to when they first arrived, 
Canada to be with their which they found in-
family. valuable. They volun-

"We are very happy teer as part of the set-
and ,lucky," says Mrs. tlement committee and 
Pilat bursting with as mentors. They are 

Friday, noon is 
deadline for 
next Jewish 
Post & News 

Wednesday. April 4. 2001. THE JEWISH POST & NEWs A 15 

• • •• •• • 
: ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT • Books/ 

Writer explores role bread plays in our lives Documentary on refugee children 
during World War II wins Oscar 
By TOM TUGEND 

The Bialy Eaters. By 
Mimi Sheraton 
Broadway Books New 
York City N.Y. 2000 

Reviewed by IRENE 
KARASICK
MCMURRICH 

\\
' , ,7 hen you 
" , come to . ,f 

" think about 
it, the world revolves 
around a loaf of bread. 
It is the most familiar 
food, the most enticing 
and most satisfying 
when you are hungry. 
We all know how nice 
it is to start a meal with 
a choice of breads. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

Born in Brooklyn, 
New York, Mimi 
Sheraton, food critic 
and award ~inning au
thor, freelances for the 
New York Times,Food 
and Wine and other 

Mimi Sheraton focuses on 'bialys' 
food-related maga
zines. Her book, The 
Bialy Eaters, is an easy 
read with gentle hu
mour. 

Sheraton admits a 
passion for "the 
squashy, crusty onion
topped bread known as 
bialy, and eaten as an 
alternative to the ba
gel." The bread piques 
her curiosity. She trav
els worldwide to ex
plore the history of 
bialys, discovering how 
the bread differs in the 
cities and towns of Po
land, and how it came 
to be a legendary item -
a product of a lost 
world. 

In a quote from H.E. 
Jacob's book, Six Thou
sand Years of Bread, 
Sheraton reminds us of 
the role bread plays in 
our lives - how the Jews 
make bread the starting 

point of their religious 
and social laws, as on 
Passover. She states: 
"Apparently all emi
gres long for the bread 
of their homelands, to 
nourish the psyche as 
well as the body." She 
points out that Israel 
must have many differ
ent types of bread to 
satisfy an immigrant 
popUlation from many 
different countries. 

Sheraton's text is 
graphic and informa
tive, but overly de
tailed. She begins her 
worldwide research of 
seven years to discover 
how bialys taste on 
New York's Lower 
East Side. There, she 
meets Izaak Rybal, ex
ecutive director at the 
Centre and Home For 
the Aged. Rybal intro
duces Sheraton to 
Bialystok and encour-

THE MUSIC OF SID ROBlNOVlTCH 

... " 

Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 
in concert 
with Finjan & Saxology Canada 

BRAMWELL TOVEY, CONDUCfOR 

949-3999 
TICKETS: $24, STUDENTS $15 

Group discounts available 

CBC. radi~ This concert is being recorded for fulure 
_ ....... -, .• .iiUi:-;::;-; .... ~.;-' broadcast on esc Radio Two 

ages her work by pub
lishing her articles in 
his semiannual maga
zine, The Bialystoker -
for a price. The articles 
bring forth letters by 
former bialystokers and 
Holocaust survivors. 
All the respondents 
have a story to tell about 
bialystokers and po
groms, good times and 
bad times. While some 
ofthese stories are brief 
recollections, they 
point to the courage and 
innovation of the sur
vivors who are dedi
cated bakers and who 
rebuild their lives on 
the prosperity ofbialys. 

The au thor's personal 
expression of her own 
experiences, the people 
she meets and poignant 
recollections, achieve a 
personal tone for the 
text that draws the 
reader closer to the 
heart of the subject. 

LOS ANGELES (JTA) - A Holocaust survi
vor, a.1egendary folk singer and a documentary on 
refugee children during the Nazi era were among 
the Jewish artists and themes sharing the spotlight 
during this year's Acad'emy Awards ceremonies. 

Branko Lustig, who was a child prisoner in 
Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen, won his second 
Oscar on March 25 for co-producing best picture 
award winner "Gladiator." Lustig earned his first 
statuette in 1993 as co-producer of "Schindler's 
List." He began his acceptance speech then with 
the words, "My number was A3317; I'm a survi
vor." 

Folk singer and composer Bob Dylan, born 
Robert Allen Zimmerman, won the bcst original 
song for his composition "Things Have Changed" 
from the film "Wonder Boys." He performed the 
song via satellite from Sydney, Australia. 

Marcia Gay Harden, a non-Jewish actress, re
ceived an Oscar as best supporting actress for her 
wrenching portrayal of American Jewish artist 
Lee Krasner in "Pollock," a biographical film 
about painter Jackson Pollock. 

The evening's most moving remarks may have 
been those delivered by Deborah Oppenheimer, 
whose "Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of the 
Kindertransport" was named best documentary 
feature. The film chronicles the rescue of some 
1 0,000 children, mostly Jews, from Nazi-domi
nated Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia in 
the 18 months leading up to World War II, their 
reception in Great Britain, and their lives after the 
war. 

A t the onset of the Second World War more than 18,000 Jews 
fled the Holocaust in Europe finding safety in China. 

Two courageous diplomats, one Chinese and one Japanese 
helped many of them escape. 

Find out the whole story, and the Shanghai experiences 
of people now living in Winnipeg, at the 
Shanghai Cannection Exhibition. 

Marion and Ed Vickar Jewish Museum of Western Canada 
123 Doncaster Street 

Free Admission 

For hours and information call (204) 477-7466 
www.jhcwc.mb.ca/shanghai 
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