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Modern-day 
pioneering 
(Cont. from page B11.) 
isn't . an issue, it 
increases your love 
for the land and your 
connection to it, and 
this is my very .inti
mate link with this 
location. 

Many Jews who live 
in the countryside 
don't necessarily feel 
a connection to the 
land, although they 
feel that it is their 
home. I think it takes 
an immense amount 
of time to really 
become close to the 
land - not, however, as 
a concept. Being close 
to the land means get
ting up in the morning 
and touching every 
tree. Greeting it and 
saying, "How are you 
this morning," and 
feeling that you have a 
relationship with the 
tree that extends over 
a broad expanse of' 
time - having a sense 
of generation and a 
subconscious sense of 
belonging_ 

The fact that I had a 
PhD in Biochemistry 
from Oxford 
University became 
irrelevant. I picked 
stones from my land 
for two years and lost 
myself in that, 
because that's what 
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British-born Dr. Stephen Fulder poses outside the home he built him
self in the hilltop community cm, where ecology isn't just a matter of 
principles, but is present in one's relationship with one's food, house; 
water, energy and garden. WZPS photo courtesy of Dr. Stephen Fulder. 

needed to be done. land, and began sur- individuals, They are 
There were some rendering to it and to known to be different 

very difficult times. the place. This process and special, to think 
Here I was, an acade- of discovery eventual- differently' and 
mic Englishman hav- Iy led me to my deep respond differently to 
ing his feet ripped interest and involve- the challenges of life. 
apart by the scrub. At ment in both Jewish They appreciate the 
times, I was so miser- and Buddhist spiritu- difference in the way 
able that I would sit ality. As those layers they've grown up. The 
down on a rock and drop away, as one connection with the 
cry. I couldn't under- becomes interested in land and with what 
stand what I was the_ land, one exam- their parents are doing 
doing here. Such an ines what one is really has given them some-
ugly place. No fea- becoming interested thing very deep, which 
tures, no trees, just in. There's a deep they value very much. 
thorns and rocks and sense of belonging, Like any other kids, 
degraded, ecological- which can arise from they go out and dis-
Iy devastated soil. this process, and that cover the adventures 
What did I need this belonging is a spiritu- of Tel Aviv and the big 
for? But I had made a al journey. My sense city, but they set out 
commitment. of Jewishness arose on that journey of dis-

Then, as I looked directly from my con- covery with a firmer, 
closely for a place to nection to this place. more solid base. 
build my home, a My relationship with Very few people 
strange thing hap- the location and the leave Clil, for they 
pened. Bit by bit, this land has really hold a deep love for 
land appeared less of a inspired me to become the place. They respect 
wilderness. It became more Jewish and more the land, each o~her, 
more interesting. The in touch with things, and nature. I belIeve 
thorns weren't just· d . that the only true hope· 
thoms, each one was as It has arouse In me for rural Israel is in 
different, and the an awareness of .my continual non-stop 
rocks expressed char- Jewish roots and pioneering. Only· 
acter and history. In allowed me to feel a when 'people are 
ancient times some- much more ancient encouraged to build 
one had made an agri- fOrIll of Judaism - a with their own hands 
cultural terrace here hands-on Jewishness and be in touch with 
which had collapsed, rather than a conceptu- their surroundings on 
and here I was resto[- alone. a day-to-day basis, 
ing that. The children of the will communities suc-

Gradually, I lost my original families are a ceed and prosper. 
negativity towards the fascinating crowd of - WZPS. 
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Yen1cnite paper boy at the Jerusalem central bus station, July 1950, 
from the Katcoff exhibition entitled "The State ofIsrael in its Infancy." 
WZPS photo courtesy afBar-flan University. 

Rare photos convey essence of Israel in the '50s 

Downtown 949-3606 

Fort Richmond Plaza 

Year Round Service 

949-3609 

949-3607 
Fifty years ago a young scientist named Seymour Katcoff made the first of many visits 
to the fledgling State of Israel. During his six-week trip, this amateur photographer 
unwittingly snapped a series of slides which were to become one of the rarest colored 

wish their clients & friends a 
Happy Passover 

records of the young, state extant 
• 

By SHARON KANON 

F or almost 50 
years, well over 
500 rare color 

slides of Israel re
mained stashed away in 
a box in a comer of the 
Katcoff home in 
Patchogue (Long Is-

. land), New York. A 
selection of the color 
photos have just been 
put on exhibit for the 
first time in the 
WulzweilerLibrary of 
Bar Ilan University in 
RamatGan. 

The photographer, 
Seymour Katcoff, was 
an award-winning sci
entist on his first trip.to 
Israel in the summer of 
1950. One of Israel's 
first tourists, Katcoff 
caught the di versi ty, 
idealism and optimism 
of "The State of Israel 
in its Infancy." 

"When a bunch of il
lustrated books com
memorating Israel's 
50th birthday were pub
lished a few years ago, 
I noticed that there were 
virtually no colored 
photographs of the 
early period," said 
Seymour's son, Dr. 
Don Katcoff, a molccu
lar biologist in the Life 
Sciences Department at 
Bar Ilan University. 
Don realized that the 
color slides taken by 
his father must be of 
historic value. 

Checking into the 
matter, Katcoff turned 
to knowledgeable 
sources. Noted photog
rapher Micha Bar Am, 
impressed with the 

quality of the slides, 
confirmed that few 
other color photos of 
the period existed. 
Yaacov Saar, director 
of the Israel National 
Photo Collection, was 
excited by their historic 
and aesthetic value, and 
doubly excited by the 
family's desire to do
nate them to the Na
tional Collection. In 
honor of Israel's 50th 
year, the government 
had allocated $50 mil
lion U.S. to digitize its 
photo collection. 

The actual handing 
over of the slides to the 
National Collection 
took place a year later. 
By this time, the pho
tographer, who had 
stipulated that the col
lection be handdeliv
ered by his son, was in 
an advanced stage of 
cancer. Upon receiving 
the slides, Sacher 
worked day and night 
to finish scanning the 
pictures. He used the 
highest resolution scan
ner avai lable to put 
them on CD's, and 
make them available on 
the Intemet. Twoweeks 
afterwards, Seymour 
Katcoff passed away. 
The exhibition was 
timed to coincide with 
the first anniversary of 
his death. 

. Seymour Katcoff, a 
nuclear chemist, was a 
seri ou s bu t non-profes
sional photographer. 
While studying for his 
BSc and PhD in Chem
istry at the University 
of Chicago, and later 

working in Los Alamos 
and at the Brookhaven 
National Laboratory, 
he also traveled exten
sively in the western 
United States and 
Mexico. He 'docu
mented these travels in 
writing and color slides, 
honing his skills'in pho
tography. 

Having received a 
strong Jewish educa
tion in Chicago, and 
instilled with Jewish 
values and a commit
ment to Zionism by his 
immigrant parents, the 
scientist was eager to 
join one of the first or
ganized tours to Israel 
in the summer of 1950. 
During the six-week 
tour, he traveled from 
the Galilee to Eilat and 
took more than 500 
color slides of Israel. 

The enlarged photos 
in the exhibition foclls 
on three themes - the 
people, the places, and 
housing. 

Katcoff enjoyed ex
ploring different 
neighborhoods and 
loved to watch the 
passersby at Jerusa
lem's Central Bus Sta
tion. He also caught the 
drama of aJiya in 
progress, such as Ro
manian immigrants 
coming down the gang
plank of the SS 
Translvania as it 
docked at Haifa port. 

He was fascinated by 
new immigrants, and 
was eager to capture 
multi-ethnic images 
and diversity. Many of 
his best photos are of, 

• 
the newly-arrived 
Yemenites, especially 
the striking shots taken 
at the Beit Lid immi
gration camp. These 
include a photo of two 
Yemenite men in tradi
tional dress and peyot 
(sidecurls), one hold
ing a little girl with 
blond hair; a boy hold
ing a Torah Scroll in a 
wooden case, wrapped 
in two tablecloths; a 
Yemenite silversmith; 
and a pioneer clearing 
rocks at a new 
Yemenite moshav in 
the Galil. 
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(Cont. on page B14. 
See "Rare photos".) 
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