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Happy Passover 
Smith Carter Architects 

Smith Carter 

and Engineers Incorporated 
1601 Buffalo Place 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada, R3T 3K7 
(204) 477-1260 

Architects 
Engineers 
Planners 
Interior Designers 

Happy Passover to all our friends and clients 

Property 
Management 

Fay Reich 

ASTROID 
MANAGEMENT LIMITED 

Real Estate 
Investments 

Max Reich 

• 
#209 - 2211 McPhillips St., Winnipeg, Manitoba. R2V 3MS 

Phone: (204) 338-4671 Fax: (204) 339-2823 

Happy Passover 

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICE 
INVESTMENTS AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

100-0NE EVERGREEN PLACE 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
www.shindico.com 

PH. 474·2000 
FAX 284-7115 

Happy Passover to all 
our clients, relatives and friends 

Esther Weinstein Joyce Rykiss 

~r2l. 
ADVANCED REALTY 

"Your Real Estate Matchmakers" 

925-7999 

. Passover feature 

Iraqi Jews - preserving a rich heritage 
The Babylonian Jewish Heritage Museum invites you to travel through 2,700 years 
of hi story, from the time the Babylonians were exiled from the land oflsrael and until 
their eventual return from Iraq to the State of Israel • 
By SHARON 
KANON 

Tl t is hard to imagine 
what it must have 

. ,been like to take a 
stroll down a street in 
Baghdad, or sit on the 
shores of the Tigres or 
Euphrates. It is also 
hard to imagine that 
Iraq, formerly Babylon, 
was once home to a 
flourishing and fiercely 
Zionistic Jewish com
munity - the largest, 
Jewish community in 
the world - with ahighly 
developed network of 
educational, religious 
and cultural institu
tions. 

A typical coffeehouse in a replica of Baghdad's Jewish Quarter 50 years 
ago, the Babylonian Jewish Heritage Museum, Or Yehuda. WZPS photo 
courtesy of the Babylonian Jewish Heritage Museum. 

The best way to ex
perience the drama of 
the first Diaspora and 
recapture the vitality 
and charm of the large 
Jewish Quarter in 
Baghdad 50 years ago, 
is to visit the 
Babylonian Jewish 

Rare photos 
(Cont. from page B13.) 

Heritage Center in Or 
Yehuda, a lO-minute 
drive from Ben Gurion 
Airport. 

A replica of a street 
in the Jewish Quarter 
includes a typical 
coffeehouse and shops 
belonging to a silver-

Hitchhikers, nursery school children in a kib
butz, bathers on a Tel Aviv beach, ultra-Orthodox 
men in Jerusalem's Mea Shearim neighborhood, 
are all part of the images of Israel recorded by the 
scientist's camera . 

The photos, all characteristic of the 1950s, cap
ture succinctly "The State ofIsrael in its Infancy". 
Thus, one can see wooden, box-like baby car
riages, teenage boys sporting pompadour hairdos, . 
men wearing shorts and knee socks, and Chassidim 
dressed in gray and brown clothing, not just black 
and white. The "modesty" sign in Mea Shearim 
was in Yiddish and Hebrew, and no one seems 
perturbed by a blond woman in cap sleeves queu
ingfor ice in the neighborhood. 

Look closely at the photo of a cafe in Tel Aviv in 
the late afternoon, and you will notice an orchestra 
playing. A photo of a Dutch plane at Lod airport 
reveals a cafe right off the runway. An Israeli flag 
flies over the Knesset building, which at that time 
was situated on King George Street in downtown 
Jerusalem in a building which now houses the 
Ministry of Tourism. 

The telephone booth at Zion Square is of British 
vintage. Katcoff also took pictures of the Old City 
from the vantage point of the roof of Commanght 
House. What is most striking is the fact that the 
Dome of the Rock is not yet gilded. Using a 
telephoto lens, Katcoff took wide angle shots of 
the view looking towards Mount Scopus. His 
photo of the King David Hotel shows an empty 
foreground and unoccupied Gilo in the background. 

Katcoff's photos of crash housing projects - the 
solution to the 'young country's unprecedented 
challenge to find homes for all of its new citizens 
- showed the whole range of housing provided, 
from tents and wooden shacks to pre-fabs, mo
nopoly-like houses and urban apartments. 

Finding romance during the trip was a bonus for 

smith, a goldsmith, a 
cloth merchant, an em
broiderer and a spice 
dealer. 

Baghdacl in the mid-
20th century), which at 
the, beginning of the 
20th century contained 
over 70 gold and sil
ver-encased Torah 
scrolls. 

At the end of the 
street is a reconstruc
tion of the Great Syna
gogue of Baghdad (one 
of 60 synagogues in 

(Cont. on page B15. 
See "Iraqi Jews"~) , 

the professor. On the plane, he met Edith LaPorte. 
"We found that we had a lot in common; both of us 
were from Chicago, our parents attended the same 
shul, and I also like photography," said the future 
Mrs. Kate off. During their week's stay in Beit 
Hanita, the romance blossomed. Later, Katcoff 
and his new girlfriend traveled to Eilat. "It was a 
dangerous trip at the time," said Edith. A couple of 
the pictures in the collection were taken by Edith, 
but she is not taking credit. "Seymour had a better 
camera." 

- WZPs. 

Happy Passover to all our Jewish clients 

Head Office 
390 York Ave. 
R3C OP3 
942-7563 ' 

Charleswood Square 
4910 Robin Blvd. 

Winnipeg, R3R OG7 
888-4183 

WWW.GARRIOCK.CA 

Best Wishes for a Happy Passover 
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Passover feature 

Iraqi Jews 
(Cont. from page 
B14.) 

The Heritage Center 
recently organized its 
first event to attract the 
children of Iraqi Jew
ish immigrants to Is
rael and increase 
awareness of their cul
tunli and historical 
roots. Laughter and 
tasty ethnic Cood were 
the irresistible induce
ments, drawing more 
than 200 young Israelis 
of Iraqi descent and 
their spouses to what 
was part of' an hOllr
long performance high
lighting the changes in 
family life in Israel in 
the '50s and '60s. 
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Jews. 
The golden age oCthe 

gaonim paralleled the 
days of splendor of the 
Arab caliphate (mid-
7th century to mid-II th 
century). For over a 
thousand years, the 
Jews had their own ad
ministrative head, the 
Exilarch or Rosh 
Galuta, who at one 
point governed over 
two million Jews. 

Platters of delicious A shoemaker's shop in a replica of a street in 
kuba, sambusak (acrisp , 

To make the past 
come alive for the 
young Iraqi descend
ents, I ive actors and 
actresses in traditional 
dress dramatized per
sonal roles in (he saga. 
Dressed in a turban and 
robe typical of a 
scholar, an actor took 
the partof'a Babylonian 
Jew who recalled that 
his grandfather had 
brought ashes from the 
Temple in Jerusalem in 
a sack. 

Baghdad's Jewish Quarter 50 years ago, the 
pancake filled with pu- Babylonian Jewish Heritage Museum, Or 
reed chickpeas), bebe Yehuda. WZPS photo courtesy of the Babylonian 
(a cookie with dates) . . 

d I I (T k · h JeWIsh Hentage Museum. an 1a qun ur IS 
Delight - sugar-coated squares containing hazel
nuts, gelatin, and rosewater) were served with 
wine, while a comedienne impersonating an old
fashioned new immigrant Iraqi mother scolding 
her teenage daughter in typical fashion had the 
audience roaring with laughter - "It's shameful, a 
girl can't go out alone!" 

Over 120,000 Iraqi Jews immigrated to Israel in 
Operations Ezra and Nehemia, coordinated by the 
Jewish Agency between 1950 and 1952. The en 
masse return ofthe oldestlewish Diaspora brought 
with it traditions from centuries of flourishing 
culture which-had evolved over a period of 2,000 
years. Rich in history, song, folklore, customs and 
dress, and infused with a strong Zionist spirit, the 
Iraqi-Jewish legacy pulsates with life. 

Walking through 2,700 years of history, the 
Babylonian Jewish Heritage Museum, located in 
Or Yehuda near the site of their first transit camp, 
takes visitors back to the rivers of Babylon, where 
the Jews "sat and wept when they remembered 
Zion" (Psalm 137). It was from this same Fertile 
Crescent that Abraham emigrated. 

A lovely illuminated painting in blue and white 
stained glass sets the scene. Nebuchadnezzar be
sieged Jerusalem in 598 BCE, forcing his captives 
into exile. Among them wcre the teenage king of 
the tribe of Judah, his court, the nobility, his army, 
and 1,000 craftsmen and their families. Twelve 
years later, against the warning of the prophet 
Jeremiah, Jewish rebellion prompted the sacking 
of Jerusalem and the exile to Babylon of 30 to 
40,000 additional captives. 

The Jews in Babylonia held tenaciously to their 
identity, at the same time managing to establish a 
comfortable way of life. Many faced a dilemma 
when Cyrus the Great of Persia conquered 
Babylonia in 539 BCE, and decreed that the Jews 
could go back to Jerusalem and rebuild the Tem
ple. More than 42,000 returned with Ezra. Those 
who stayed sent financial support. 

After the destruction ofthe Second Tcmple in 70 
CE, Babylonian Jewry became the spiritual center 
for farflung Jewishcommunities. Great academies 
of learning were established at Nechardea, Sura 
and Pumped ita, headed by outstandin~ gaonim 
(excellencies). (The museum houses a dIOrama of 
an academy.) The Babylonian Talmud (the Oral 
law), the basis of Jewish law, philosophy and the 
Jewish way of life, was produced by Babylonian 

Tolerance and tyr
anny were the lot of Iraqi Jews after the Middle 
Ages. During the Mongol period (13th to 15th 
centuries), the larger yeshivas were closed down. 
But by the end of the 18th century, Baghdad had 
once again become a center of learning. 

By the I 9th century, Jews controlled Iraq's com
merce and exerted influence in government cir
cles, and as early as 1919, got on the Zionist 
bandwagon. Besides Zionist organizations, the 
community had very active sport clubs, teams and 
parades. A topographical replica of the Jewish 
Quarter of Baghdad in 1948 reveals more than 60 
institutions - yeshivas, schools, synagogues, medi
cal institutions and administrative bodies. 

Tradition played a major role in the life of Iraqi 
Jews. In the Life Cycle section of the museum, one 
can see examples of jewelry for babies, which was 
used to ward off evil spirits. These include jinijel 
(usually gold) anklets with hanging bells, also 
useful for tracking a crawling baby, and an amulet 
chain (slahli) comprising several amulets, which 
was worn by the child like a weapon from the age 
of one month at an angle from the shoulder to the 
waist. 

A renowned Iraqi marriage broker once drama
tized his traditional vital role in the betrothal 
process, lamenting that many dispensed with his 
services when the Jewish Agency came in and 
started teaching Hebrew and the hora. Dancing the 
hora together, he claimed, provided young men 
and women with the opportunity to make their 
own matches. 

Systematic persecution of the Jews throughout 
history by the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians 
Arabs, Mongolians, Turks, as well as by the Iraqi 
government, which peaked with the Shavout riots 
in June 1941, gave impetus to the underground 
movement of ardent Zionists, and their eventual 
dramatic en masse exodus in Operations Ezra and 
Nehemia. 

Even if you don't get a chance to feast on typical 
Iraqi Jewish delkacies, it is definitely worth a 
stroll through The Babylonian Jewry Heritage 
Center to learn more about the oldest and most 
resilient Diaspom community. You don't have to 
be an Iraqi Jew to burst with pride. 

For more information: E-mail: 
Babylor:@BabylonJewry.org.i1 
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Happy Passover 

1270 Notre Dame Ave. 775-7740 

Happy Passover 

FREED & FREED 
International Ltd. 

MANUFACTURERS OF MEN'S & LADIES' 
FINE QUALITY APPAREL 

1309 Mountain Ave. Winnipeg, Mun. 

Rockyls Men's Hairstyling & 
Royal Crown Hair Replacements 

wish the Jewish community a 
Very Happy Passover 

290 Pembina Hwy. phone: 284-0464 

Best Wishes for a Happy Pa:3so,ver 

Mel's 
Hair Care Center 

Phone ,,334 .. 5334 
Welcome to our new location: 

707 SALTER STREET 
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