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Happy Passover 

Mid-West Quilting Co. Ltd. 

"Manufacturers of quality materials. 
Quilting by the yard a specialty. " 

1451 ERIN ST. 783-6009 

Paul & Alan Knight 

Happy Passover 

WINNIPEG DRAPERY LTD. 
• Custom Drapery & Bedspreads 

• Venetians, Verticals & Pleated Shades 

"A Family Tradition Since 1951" 

• Mrs. L. Bricker· Martin Bricker· Marilyn Perl 

1336 Main 51. 582-3239,582-1829 
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• CERAMIC TILE· MOSAIC TILE· QUARRY TILE· MARBLE 

481 WARSAW AVE. 
WPG., MAN. R3L OR2 

PHONE 453-8014 
FAX 453-8078 

COMPLm JANITOR SERVICE, 
EQUIPMENT & SUPPUES 

Passover Greetings 
to all our Friends & Customers 
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Passover feature 

Eastern European Jews celebrating Passover: For Prague's official 
Jewish community, Passover is a time to draw in the city's many 
assimilated younger Jews. Photo copyright by Israel Sun Ltd. 

Czech Jews use seder as attempt to 
reconnect with dormant tradition 

Around 300 people, including tourists, attend seders organized Jewish community 
holds 
By MAGNUS BENNETT 

P RAGUE (JT A) - Karolina "Rachel" Har
ries is in a quandary. The 25-year-old Czech 
interpreter says she feels Jewish, but will 

not be attending a fonnal Passover seder. 

Mud, soup, door 
(Cont. from page B21.) 

. Words, he says, have both structural and cogni
tive semantics. His interest lies with the fonner. 
"In order to talk about a nounin a particular time 
period, one has to understand the semantic (or the 
explicit) traits attached to that noun, at that time." 

One word that has especially interested Attia is 
"door." More accurately, the door to the train that 
transported Jews into the camp. When a survivor 
refers to the opening of the (transport) "door", he 
or she is recalling a bombardment of sensations: 
the immense noise of the simultaneous opening of 
all the train doors; the sudden transferal from pitch 
black to glaring light; the contrast between the 
intense heat suffered for anything between three 
and 1 0 days in the stuffy carriage to the ice-cold 
chill of the raw elements; and the change from an 
intensely claustrophobic environment to a vast 
open expanse. 

Attia calls the "door" the "missing air chamber", 
because it should be the space where those being 
transported can prepare or readjust to the stark 
difference between life on either side of it. Instead 
of alighting through this door, the inmates are 
dragged from the carriage and marched into a 
horrific new reality. And the more their reality is 
contrasted to ours, the harder it is for us to under
stand the depth of language they use in recalling 
events. 

Attia says that those who read the testimonies 
need to be initiated into the language used by the 
survivors because, largely for psychological rea
sons, the survivors do not explain them. 

"Soup" is another word that Attia has attempted 
to describe explicitly. Soup was more than nutri
tion and very temporary wannth. It was an instru
ment of reward and punishment. The Nazis de
cided who received soup with stock - which could 
be bartered for essential items - and who received 
just tasteless hot water: Fighting for a place in the 

"I used to go to Pesach celebrations, but it was a 
social thing more than anything, as it is for most 
people here in the Czech Republic," she says, 
using the Hebrew word for Passover . 
(Cont. on page B23. See "Czech Jews".) 

soup line was also part of the feeding process.' 
Soup was a source of life. 

The tenn "an'ival" (at the camp) also has specific 
connotations to the Auschwitz inmate. With ar
rival, came assault by the SS, terrifying dogs, 
selection and registration. 

In order to fully comprehend the memory being 
recalled by survivors and in order not to trivialize 
their testimonies, these hidden meanings must be 
acknowledged and understood. Attia's lexicon 
will go a long way towards providing this under
standing. 
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Czech Jews 
(Cont. from page 
B22.) 

"Pesach is about tra
dition, which is what I 
like about it, but I am 
not religious." 

Harries, who says she 
feels Judaism has "too 
many rules that don't 
make sense," has aJew
ish mother who was 
secular. She remains 
ambivalent herself 
about her Jewishness. 

She is far from alone 
in the Czech Republic. 
After suffering more 
th;m 60 years of repres
sion, first at the hands 
of the Nazis and then 
under a Communist re
gime, many Jewish 
families have assimi
lated themselves into 
wider Czech culture. 

For Prague's official 
Jewish community, 
Passover is an opportu
nity to draw in young 
people I ike Harries 
whose families have 
faded from the Jewish 
scene. It expects around 
300 people, including 
tourists, to attend its two 
sederim. But Prague
based Rabbi Yehuda 
Yesharim, from Israel, 
accepts that there are 
many young people in 
the community who 

have yet to be reached. 
"It is very important for 

, us to help them with the 
traditions or Judaism," 
he says. "We are very 
open to all kinds of peo
ple and would like them 
to come to our events 
like Pesach." 

. CONVERT TO 
.JUDAISM CLEANS 

.JEWISH 
DOCTOR'S HOUSE 

However, even those 
young people already 
deeply committed to 
their faith won't neces
saril y make their way to 
the official celebrations 
this month. Zuzana 
Pultrova, who works in 
the Canadian Embassy 
in Prague, takes Pesach 
very seriollsly. A con
vert to the modern Or
thodox branch six years 
ago, she would be work
inghard in the run-up to 
Pesach. 

"I can't clean my par
ents' hOllse of chametz 
because they are not 
Jewish, so I will be do
ing it for a doctor friend 
of mine who is very 
busy," says the 30-year
old, using the Hebrew 
tenn for food that is not 
kosher for Passover. 
She too plans more inti
mate Pesach celebra-. 
tions than the seders 
offered by the official 
community. "We can 

always go to the seder 
in the community, but I 
think it is nicer to go to 
someone's house and 
celebrate wi th six or 
eight friends." 

In Pul trova 's case, the 
evening follows.an Or
thodox approach to 
Passover, with exten
sive readings of the 
Haggadah and intense 
discussions. ButZuzana 
recognizes that many 
others in the Czech Re
public conduct what she 
calls "Pesach-style" 
seders where the 
evening takes only the 
fonn of casual conver
sation about Passover 
accompanied by a few 
glasses of wine. "I be
lieve the official Jewish 
community offers what 
it should offer with 
Pesach celebrations. It 's 
just that many people 
don't want to take it up 
because they prefer their 
own way," she adds. 

David Stecher, an 
Orthodox Jew from 
Prague, also accepts that 
many prefer to stage 
their own informal 
seders, if they celebrate 
at all. He makes a point 
each year of inviting at 
least two new faces to a 
fonnal seder at his flat 
in order to introduce 
them to Jewish tradi
tions. 

Pesach preparation . 
"Shmura" (watched) matzahs being made in a small Jerusalem 
matzah factory. Israncl photo. 
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"Some people are 
afraid to come to a com
munity event perhaps 
because it is something 
new," says the 32-year
old who works with the 
Czech Council for Sur
vivors of Nazism. 
"PARENTS NEVER 

TOLD THEM 
THEY WERE 

JEWISH" 
"There are people 

whose parents never 
told them they were 
Jewish when they were 
children because they 
had quite hard times 
under Communism. 
Since the Velvet Revo
lution," as the 1989 fall 
of Czech communism 
is called, "some young 
people have been try
ing to find their Jewish 
roots but are still afraid 
of coming directly into 
the community," he 
adds. 

Sylvie Wittmann, 
who co-founded the lib
eral Jewish group Bejt 
Simcha in Prague 10 
years ago, believes there 
is a middle way that can 
attract young people in 
their 20s and 30s into 
the fold. "I think Pesach 
can be attractive for 
young people if you 
make it attractive," she 
says. 

"I think seders which 
are too fonnal and are 
conducted only in He
brew can lack meaning 
for those who do not 
understand Hebrew. 
"On the other hand, in
formal seders where 
people just chat and so
cialize miss the pointof 
Pesach, which I believe 
should be an educa
tional ritual. At Bejt 
Simcha, we provide a 
slightly shortened rcad
ing of the Haggadah and 
always include expla
nations in Czech." Bejt 
Simcha expects about 
60 to attend its official 
seder, a number that 
may swell to 100 if the 
Czech Liberal Jewish 
Union joins in as ex
pected. 

For Wittmann, the is
sues raised by Passover 
are highly relevant in 
Czech society. "Pesach 
is very important, espe
cially for people who 
have experienced Com
munism. There are par
allels between Egypt 
and communism here -
we were in slavery and 
now we don't know 
what to do with our free
dom," she adds. 
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