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u.s. Jewish news 

U.S. report blasts P.A. security, but stops short of blaming Arafat IBM Holocaust lawsuit dropped, 
removing barrier to restitutionfund 
By SHARON SAMBER 

By MATTHEW E. by U.S. Jewish groups 
BERGER to downgrade the rela-

WASHINGTON tionship between the 
(JT A) - A U.S. State United States and the 
Departmen t report Palestinian Authority 
analyzing Palestinian and to place at least 
Authority compliance some elements of t~e 
with its peace commit- PLO and P.A. securIty 
ments found that the apparatus on the State 
"PA's security forces Department'sterrorism 
instigated and partici- list.. 
pated in anti-Israeli vio- The PLO ~ommlt-
lence," but said it was ments ComplIance Re-
not clear whether they Y ASSER ARAF AT, port, which analyzed 
acted on orders from Palestinian Authority events from June 16 to 
the P.A.' s president, president: Report December 15, 2000, 
Yasser Arafat. says it's not clear also found that the Pal-

The report has whether he ordered estinian leadership has 
sparked renewed calls anti-Israeli violence. not tried to stop the cur-

Pressure builds in U.S. Congress 
to downgrade ties to Palestinians 
By MATTHEW E. BERGER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - As Pal
estinian Authority President Yasser 
Arafat ignores demands to restrain 
attacks on Israel, support is building 
in Congress to prevent Arafat from 
visiting Washington and to reassess 
America's relationship with the Pal
estinian Authority. 

A group of 87 senators and 209 
congressional representatives have 
signed a letter to President Bush out
lining policy options for the United 
States, including reconsidering aid 
to the Palestinian Authority and plac
ing the organization on a list of for
eign terrorist groups. "While this re
assessment is taking place, we do not 
believe Chairman Arafat should be 
invited to meet with high-level offi
cials in Washington," the letter said. 
"We also believe that you should 
reaffirm America's opposition to a 
unilaterally-declared independent 
Palestinian state." 

In addition, the lawmakers want 
the administration to consider bar
ring Palestinians believed to be in
volved in terrorist attacks from en
tering the United States and consider 

closing the Palestine Liberation Or
ganization office in Washington. 

Similar letters have circulated in 
Congress since the violence began 
six months ago, but Matt Gobush, 
Democratic spokesman for the House 
International Relations Committee, 
said this campaign is far wider in 
scope and in its level of support. 
"This is a pretty clear signal," Gobush 
said. "This letter is broad and deep in 
its implications." 

The letter comes a week after the 
State Department released a report 
accusing P.A. security forces of in
stigating and participating in anti
Israel violence. 

"Responsibility for the recent 
breakdown of the peace process and 
outbreak of violence in the Middle 
East clearly lies with the Palestin
ians," said Rep. Tom Lantos (D
Calif.), the ranking minority mem
ber on the House International Rela
tions Committee. "In violation of his 
commitments, Yasser Arafat has 
turned a blind eye as Palestinian ter
rorists have targeted innocent Israeli 
men, women and children for deadly 
ambushes and suicide attacks. 

BNA Y ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, April 13 - morning service at9:00 a.m .. evening service at7:50 p.m .• candle lighting at8:0 I p.m. Satur.day, 

April 14 _ morning service at 9:00 a.m.. evening service at 7:50 p,m, S~abbat ends at 9:02 ~,m, Sunda~, Apnl ,15 
_ morning service at 9:00 a,m.,evening service at 8: 10 p,m, Monday, Apnl16-Thursday, Apnl 19- mornong servIce 
at7:30 a,m" evening service at 8: 10 p,m, 

. CHAVURAT TEFl LA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, April 13, Candle Iigh\ing: 8:01 p,m. Minehalkabbalat Shabbat: 7:55 p,m, Sh.eharis Saturday: 9:30 a,m. 

Yom Tov April 14. Candles: 9:02, Mincha: 7:55. April 15 Shacharis: 9:30, Mincha: 7:55, Pesach ends 9:04, 
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 

561 Wellington Crescent, Daily morning service (Monday-Friday): 7:30 a.m, Daily evening service (Monday
Friday): 6:00 p.m, Sunday & statutory holiday momings: 9: 15 a,m, Shabbat morning ~ervice: 9: 15 ~.m" evening 
service: 6:00 p.m, Shabbat morning: Leamer's minyan (ages 8-13) 10:30 to noon. JUnior CongregatIon (younger 
children) 10:30 to noon, Family Minyan (young children & parents) 10:30, Prairie Ruach Minyan - worship for the 
mind, body, heart & soul - starting November 10 at8 p.m. and continuing the 2nd Friday of each month, 

ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 
Friday, April 13, sundown 8: 19 p.m" candle lighting at8:01 p,m, (Chol ,HamOC~), moming service at, 7:15 a,,?,, 

evening service at 7:00 p,m, Saturday, April 14, sundown 8:21 p,m., mornmg servIce at 9:00 a.m"evenmg service 
at 7:45 p.m, Sunday, April 15, sundown 8:22 p.m" morning se':vice at ?:OO a,m" evening se!"ice at8:15 p,m. 
Monday, April 16-Thursday. April 19, sundown 8:22 p,m" mornmg service at 7:30 a.m .. evenmg service at 8: 15 

p .. m, . TALMUD TORAH _ BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday. April 13 at 8:0 I p,m, MinehalKabbalat Shabbat 

at 7:00 p,m, 7th Day of Pesach, Saturday morning service at 9: 15 a.m, Mincha service .t8: 15 p,m, Li~ht Yo~ Tov 
candles after Shabbat ends at 9:02 p,m, Sunday. April 15. Pesach 8th day, Shaeharrl Rt9: 15 a,m. Ylzkor pnor to 
Musaph. Mincha at8: 15 p,m, Pesach ends .a~ 9:04 p,m. Daily sh~charit service (Monday to Friday1 a.t7:~O a,m, Daily 
MinchalMaariv services at 6:45 p,m. Tradillonal Orthodox services arc conducted, and everyone IS mVlled to altend, 

TEMPLE SHALOM 
Temple Shalom, Winnipcg'sonly Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue. will beholding: On Friday. April 

13. a Yiskor .(Pesach Memorial) Shabbat service led by Rabbi Levenson and Cantorial Soloist Len Udow, The 
service will begin at 8:00 p,m. All are welcome, 

rent violence with Is
rael. The Tanzim, the 
militia arm of Arafat's 
Fatah faction of the 
PLO, came iIi for criti
CIsm, 

"In addition to par
ticipating and encour
aging demonstrations, 
stone throwing and 
shootings, Tanzim 
leaders incited vio
lence, calling on Pales
tinians to 'escalate the 
Intifada (uprising),'· 'to 
take it into every street 
and every Jewish set
tlement,' and to con
tinue the violence de
spite the PLO's agree
ment at the Sharm al
Sheikh summit to take 
steps to end it," the re
port said. 

The report, which 
was held for three 
months for administra
tion review, does not 
draw conclusions about 
possible sanctions 
against the Palestinian 
Authority or the PLO 
for violating the PLO 
Commitments Compli
ance Act of 1989. That 
act recognized thePLO 
and set parameters for 
its relationship with the 
United States. 

American Jewish 
, groups believe the find~ 

ings should lead the 
Bush administration to 
review the P.A~'s sta
tus in Washington. 
Suggestions have in
cluded downgrading 
the status ofthe PLO's 
local office, not allow
ing Arafat and other 
Palestinian leaders to 
travel freely in the 
United States and clas
sifying the Palestinian 
Authority and the PLO 
as terrorist organiza
tions. 

"The report makes it 
abundantly clear that 
elements of the Pales
tinian Authority have 
been actively engaged 
in acts of terrorism and 
violence against Israeli 
citizens," said Kenneth 
Bricker, a spokesman 
for the American Israel 
Public Affairs Commit
tee. 

"The appropriate re
sponse by the U.S. gov
ernment at this point is 
to immediately place 
Tanzim and Force 17 
on the U.S. terrorist 
list." Force 17 is 
Arafat's elite presiden
tia1 guard. 

WASHINGTON (JT A) - A class-action law
suit against IBM for its role in aiding the Nazis is 
being withdrawn following German complaints 
that the suit impeded restitution payments to Holo
caust victims, 

The lawsuit, filed February 12, charged that 
IBM provided technology that aided Hitler in the 
persecution and genocide of millions during the 
Holocaust. IBM was intimately involved with the 
actions of its German subsidiary, profited from the 
work and covered up its actions, the lawsuit al
leged. 

The U.S. State Department said Germany indi
cated that the lawsuit endangered the "legal peace" 
condition of an agreement reached last year under 
which German companies created a fund to pay 
Holocaust victims. The agreement stated that com
panies who paid into the fund - including IBM's 
German subsidiary - would not face further legal 
claims for their activities during the Holocaust. 

Soon after the IBM lawsuit was filed, the State 
Department approached Michael Hausfeld, lead 
attorney for the plaintiffs, to try to negotiate an 
agreement between the parties. "The dismissal of 
this lawsuit should alleviate" any concern that the 
issue could be used to delay payments, Richard 
Boucher, a spokesman for the State Department, 
said in a statement. 

Hausfeld said the lawsuit was being withdrawn 
so Germany would have "no excuses whatsoever" 
to withhold payments. Hausfeld called the Ger
man complaints "pure blackmail," and said that if 
IBM's archives are not opened the lawsuit could 
be refiled. Recent months have seen a renewed 
focus on the potential culpability of American 
companies that helped Germany during World
War II. 

Jewish populationsurvey shrinks 
as subjects decline to participate 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JTA) - The sponsor of a large
scale study of American Jews may have to signifi
cantly reduce the total number of "core Jews" 
interviewed, due to difficulty finding enough will
ing subjects. 

Unless United Jewish Communities is able to 
raise $600,000 U.S. for a massive phone campaign 
in the next few weeks. the National Jewish Popu
lation Survey 2000 may be based on only the 3,100 
interviews it has conducted since August 2000 -
not the 4,500 originally envisioned - a drop of 31 
per cent. Researchers also are interviewing ap
proximately 500 people who have Jewish roots but 
no longer identify themselves as Jewish. 

Though less grand than the original plan, the 
sample of 3,100 is still a thousand more people 
than were interviewed for the 1990 version of the 
study, and triple the sample size of many Gallup 
polls. UJC officials and researchers insist that the 
$5 million U.S. study will be useful even if it is 
limited to the 3,100 core Jews who already have 
responded. However, researchers say the smaller 
sample size will mal<e it harder to study sub
populations within theJewish community, such as 
col1ege students, the elderly or those living in rural 
areas. 

Based on 4O-minute telephone interviews with 
Jews across the country, the National Jewish Popu
lation Survey 2000 is an effort to get a broad 
snapshot of American Jews. It seeks information 
ranging from intermarriage rates to philanthropic 
habits to religious attitudes and observance. Re
sults of the study will be released this fal1 and are . 
expected to influence funding and policy deci
sions of Jewish organizations for the next decade. 
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World Jewish news 

Budapest faces matzah'shortage 
days before the start of Passover 

Australian 
Jews petition 

court to 
enforce order 
against denier 
By JEREMY JONES 

German court sentences SS officer 
By AGNES BOHM 

BUDAPEST (JT A) 
- Members of the Jew
ish community here 
have been spending the 
days before Passover 
on long lines in an at
tempt to get small 
amounts of matzah. 

"It's unbelievable! 
This is the first time in 
my life that I cannot 
make matzah cake for 
my family, because I 
could not get enough 
matzah," said an eld
erly woman who was 
lined up last week in 
front of the Jewishcom
munity headquarters. 
"Even during the Com
munistregime, I always 
used to get as much as I 
wanted, and now I had 
to queue up for a half-

day for onl y two pounds 
ofmatiah." 

When the first ship
ment of the imported 
matzah arrived from Is
rael three weeks ago, 
there were no lines in 
front of the Jewish com
munityheadquarters -
but that soon changed. 
The commun ity , w ith the 
help of the American 
Jewish JointDistribution 
Committee's Budapest 
office, had ordered some 
22,000 pounds of matzah 
from Israel. It sold out 
within a few days when 
news spread that it was 
available. The crunch 
also affected local stores, 
which sold out their sup
plies ofmatzah the week 
before the start of Pas so
ver, 

British Jews divided over rabbis' 
partin Deir Yassin memorial event 
By RICHARD ALLEN GREENE 

LONDON (JT A) - A decision by leading rabbis 
to join Palestinian representatives in commemo
rating Palestinian suffering during the creation of 
the State oflsrael has split British Jewry down. the 
middle. 

Rabbi John Rayner, life president of the Union 
of Liberal and Progressive Synagogues, described 
his participation in the Deir Yassin Remembered 
memorial as "a religious, a Jewish, and - in the best 
sense - a Zionist thing to do." 

But Rabbi Sidney Brichto, a vice president of the 
union, said that the event would "give a propa
ganda coup to the Palestinian authorities by divert
ing attention from the fact that they began an 
unprovoked intifada" - or violent upri.sing - "after 
rejecting peace proposals." 

The union did not take an official position on the 
event. Neither did the Board of Deputies, the 
umbrella organization that represents most British 
Jews. Board Executive Director Neville Nagler 
said board officers received invitations to the 
ceremony, but "agreed it was not a desirable event 
to get involved with." 

Israeli officials visit Moscow to 
promote group tours to Israel 
By LEV GORODETSKY 

MOSCOW (JT A) - Israeli officials are hoping 
to encourage more Russian tourists to visit the 
Jewish state. With tourism dropping some 45 per 
cent since Palestinian violence erupted last Sep
tember, a group oflsraelis.led by Tourism Minis
ter Rehavam Ze'evi, visited the Russian capital 
two weeks ago to participate in Moscow's Interna
tional Travel and Tourism Exposition. 

While the officials sounded the drumbeat about 
tourism to Israel, their message did not target 
Russian Jews - but rather group tours, particularly 
those bringing Russian Orthodox pilgrims to the 
Holy Land. '. 

Russian Jews who visit Israel tend to stay WIth 
friends and relatives who have madealiyah, Pinni 
Milo, an aide t()Ze'evi, told JTA. Pilgi'ims~on the 
other hand - though not very well off by Western 
standards - are numerous and represent a vast 
untappedI11arket. ' 

Approximately 
100,000 Jews live in 
Hungary - almost al\ of 
them in Budapest. Pe
ter Tordai, president of 
the Budapest Jewish 
community, said the 
Jewish leadership 
thought it had ordered 
enoug\;l imported 
matzah based on the 
amount that had been 
produced last year by a 
local factory. "It was 
our mistake," said 
Tordai. "This will be a 
real matzah crisis." 

When making their 
calculations, he said, 
the leadership had 
failed to take into ac
count that the local fac
tory had closed re
cently. Explaining the 
closing, the owners said 
it was no longer profit
able. But Laszlo 
Herczog, deputy leader' 
of Hungary 's Orthodox 
Jewish Community, 
told JT A he believed 
that the owners, who 
are not Jewish, decided 
to sell the factory be
cause the land it was on 
was more valuable than 
the business itself. 

Compounding the 
problem, said another 
community leader, lo
cal hotels and restau
rants bought large 
quantities of the im
ported matzah. 

SYDNEY, Aus
tralia (JT A) - Austral
ian Jewish leaders have 
petitioned a court to 
order a Holocaust de
niertoremove revision
ist material from his 
Internet site, 

The leaders of the 
Executive Council of 
Australian Jewry ar-

. gued last week before 
Australia's Federal 
Court that Frederick 
Toben has not compl ied 
with an order issued last 
October calling on him 
to remove the material 
and apologize to the 
Jewish community. 

The October ruling 
by the Human Rights 
and Equal Opportunity 
Commission found that 
Toben 'sactivities were 
illegal under Austral
ia's Racial Hatred Act. 
Toben refused to fol
low the directive of the 
commission, which 
does not have the power 
to enforce its orders. 
Toben was slated to 
participate last month 
in a Holocaust denial 
conference in Beirut, 
but the meeting was 
canceled at the last 
minute by the Lebanese 
government. 

NEW YORK (JT A) -A German court sentenced 
a former Nazi SS officer to 12 years in jail for 
killing seven Jewish prisoners in 1945 as they dug 
trenches in what is now the Czech Republic. Czech 
Jewish leaders welcomed the April 3 conviction of 
83-year-old Julius VieL "It sends an important 
message that such people, even after 60 years, 
cannot and should not escape justice," said Tomas 
Kraus, executive director of the Czech Federation 
of Jewish Communities. German media dubbed the 
case the nation's "last Nazi war crimes trial." 

E.U. panel condemns Austrian party 
NEW YORK (JTA) - An E.U. panel issued a 

report condemning Austria's far-right Fret:dom 
Party for using racist and xenophobic messages in 
a recent election campaign. The European Com
mission against Racism and Intolerance also re
ported April 3 that current Austrian legislation was 
insufficient to combat racism and discrimination. 
The report also said racism in Britain against asy
lum seekers and refugees was "particularly acute." 

EI Al scales back Europe flights 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - El Al Israel Airlines 

said April 3 it will stop flying to Vienna and will 
offer flights to Copenhagen only in the peak sum
mer months, In addition, EI AI will reduce the 
number of its flights to Manchester, England. 
"These routes are not profitable for us," an airline 
spokeswoman said April 3. 

Salman Rushdie lauds Primo Levi 
PRAGUE (JT A) -British author Salman Rushdie 

attended a discussion about the life and works of 
the late Italian Jewish writer Primo Levi atthe 11 th 
Prague Writers Festival. Rushdie said Levi, a Holo
caust survivor, was among the witnesses to the 
worst kinds of attack on the ideals of humanity. 

Czech teens face police probe 
PRAGUE (JTA) - Two lS-year-old Czechs are 

being investigated by police for allegedly greeting 
each other in the halls of their school and else
where with fascist salutes. If put on trial, the boys 
could be sentenced to up to 30 months in prison for 
promoting fascism. 
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