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Editorial/ comment 

Get Zundel off the Internet 
Holocaust denier Ernst Zundel's departure 

from Canada has been hailed as a victo
. .. .ry against racism. 

But Zundel's Jewish and other critics shouldn't 
overlook one of the reasons why he probably left: 
To continue disseminating his propaganda on the 
Internet, without having to deal with Canadian 
attempts to stop or punish him. 

Zundel actually left this country several months 
ago, despite the fact that news of his move to the 
U.S. appeared in the Canadian media only a few 
weeks ago. 

He is believed to be living in Tennessee with his 
second wife, Ingrid Rimland. 

Zundel moved to Canada from West Germany 
in 1958, but never won Canadian citizenship, 
although he took his fight to gain it to the 
Supreme Court. 

Over the next few decades, he became one of 
the world's most notorious and largescale produc
ers and distributors of Holocaust denial material. 

And once the Internet became popular, Zundel 
started using that new medium to disseminate his 
propaganda. 

The Canadian Human Rights Commission is 
expected to rule this spring on a case launched in 
1997 against Zundel. The plaintiffs argued that 
the contents of a Website he has set up on the 
Internet expose Jews to hatred and contempt. 

Zundel has refused to attend the hearings. And 
his perennial lawyer, Doug Christie maintains the 
commission has no control over material on the
Website, which is California-based. 

But commissiOIrlawyer Mark Freiman says the 
tribunal does have jurisdiction, because the 
Website can be accessed in Canada through phone 
lines. 

Canadian Internet service providers say they 
have some ability to block reception of American 

. websites like Zundel's, but doubt they can do so, 
legally. 

If Canadian law can be used to punish bigots 
like Jim Keegstra for inciting hatred against Jews, 
Canadian law should make it equally difficult for 
other hatemongers to spread their messages on the 
Internet in this country. It's time that happened to 
a medium that's been re,latively unregulated until 
now. 
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Not bad news and not good news from the Jewish state 
Number of doctors relatively high, consumption of beer relatively low 

Reports from 
Israel usually 
fall into the cat

egory of bad news, 
good news or unusual 
news. Today we cull 
from our collection of 
the latter. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

His intentions were 
good. The German 
tourist an'ived in the 
country with a new 
Mercedes. He drove 

to Nazareth where he 
traded it in for a horse, 
and rode the animal 
back to Jerusalem. 
There, dressed 111 a 
white toga, and 
addressing God via a 
red rose, he pro
claimed his mission as 
bringing peace to the 
Middle East. He was 
diagnosed as suffering 
from the Jerusalem 
Syndrome, hospital

. ized briefly, and then 
sent back home. Israel 
gets about a dozen of 
them a year. 

Are there doctors 
in the house? In 1970 
there were two physi
CIans per thousand 
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car , 
looked it 
o v e r , 
attached 
a ticket 
for illegal 
parking, 
and 
m a v e d 
on. 

Israeli doctors perform an oper
ation: Israel now has the world's 
highest number of doctors per 
thousand population. WZPS photo. 

Go I d 
and sil
v e r 
medals. 
W h i I e 
Israelis 
were dis
appointed 
that their 
sports
men par
ticipating 

population 111 Israel. 
By 1999 that figure 
had risen to 4.7 per 
thousand of popula
tion, which puts Israel 
at the head of the 
world list. 
Comparable figures 
are: Spain, 4.2; 
Sweden, 3; Denmark, 
2.8; United States, 
2.6. 
If it had been for 

real. The Israeli 
police parked a car at 
a busy intersection in 
Jerusalem. Its front 
license plate did not 
match the rear one, 
and both were on 
record as belonging to 
stolen cars. Arabic 
papers were strewn 
around inside the car, 
surrounding a 'large 
suitcase. A municipal 
inspector, seeing the 

111 the 
World Olympics 111 

Sydney last year came 
back with only a sin
gle bronze medal, lit
tle attention was paid 
to the fact that Israeli 
youths taking part in 
the Computer Science 
Olympics in China 
brought home one 
gold and two silver 
medals. 

Promoting a thirst. 
Several million dol
lars have been spent 
here in an advertising 
and promotion cam
paign to encourage 
Israelis ,~6"t1rink more 
beer. By world stan
dards, local consump
tion is very low, run
ning to IS. litres per 
person per year. A litre 
is equivalent to slight
ly less than a quart. 

There's always an 

answer. The 300,000 tified bodies were 
Israelis who turned found and buried. 
out for the demonstra- Yossi Cohen seeks to 
tion some months ago, ascertain if his miss-
objecting to the parti- 1I1g brother, 
tion of Jerusalem, Menahem, was one of 
constituted perhaps the three, and citing 
the largest public modem DNA identifi-
gathering in the histo- cation methods, has 
ry of the country. asked that the bodies 
Leftists who favor be exhumed and test-
generous compromISe ed. Other families 
with the Arabs, pooh- involved have refused 
poohed the gathering to agree to the request. 
and emphasized that May the dead rest in 
4,700,000 Israelis had peace, they say. 
not bothered to come Parliament of the 
to the demonstration. people. Critics of the 

Those cruel human and intellectu-
Israelis. When Israel al level of the mem-
occupied parts of bers of the Knesset 
southern Lebanon, a now recall a proposal 
number of Arab vil- by Knesset Chair 
lages there obtained Avrum Burg, that all 
their water supply members of that body 
from Israel. With the be obliged to undergo 
withdrawal, the sup- a special program of 
ply was suspended, studies at university 
leaving these villages. level to equip them for 
without water. their functions. 
Mekorot, the Israel . Thrning the table. 
water company, has When the restaurant 
now resumed pump- critic of the Tel Aviv 
ing water over the weekly, Ha-Ir, wrote a 
border to meet their . devastating review· of 
needs. Israeli farmers, the . . restaurant, _ 
whose water suppIies: Parparaot,:the ownerS 
are being rationed,' of the place Were furi
want to know if the' ous. They decided on 
Hizbullah quench' a tactical reaction. At 
their thirst from the . a cost 0f 3;000 shekels 
same pIpes. they inserted a display , 

Let them rest· in . ad in the paper the fol-
peace. In October, lowing week; express-
1967, the Israel navy ing their thanks to the 
ship, Eilat, was sunk critic for aiding 111 

off the coast of Sinai,. publicizing the restau-
Sixteen of the crew rant.· .. ·· 
were declared mlss- "·"(Cont. on page 5. 
ing, and three uniden- See "Carl Alpert".) 
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Dvorak and drink at 
the philharmonic 

Schindler suitcase 
(Cont. from page 3.) 

"One day Schindler came with 
his suitcase and asked her (Ami 
Staehr) to take care of it," com
mentcd Keller, who now works for 
the Berlin daily newspaper, 
Tagespiegel. 

one of those fortunate few on his 
famous list. 

"My father gave the paintings to 
Oskar Schindler more than 30 
years ago as a gi ft, because he 
knew how much he (Schindler) 
loved his work," Bau Rosenblatt 
said. 

Orchestra trying to lure younger Israelis 

! was flabbergasted when I 
recently walked into Tel Aviv's 
Mann Auditorium and momen

tarily thought that I had entered a 
pub by mistake. For the first thing I 
saw were hUlidreds of people hold
ing glasses of beer or standing at 
one of the improvised bars for a 
refill. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 
The y 

weren't 
there just 
for the 
drink; that 
was sim
ply an 

NECHEMIA MEYERS uno r tho-
'. dox pre-

lude to a special concert of the 
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Given within the framework of a 
series called "The Philharmonic in 
Jeans," it was part of the IPO's 
ongoing effort to interest new 
groups in classical music. This is 
vital to the orchestra as its present 
audiences are primarily made up of 
people who are not young (average 
age 57) and who acquired their 
taste for Mozart, Beethoven and 
Bach before coming to this country. 

Though the PhilharmoT!ic still has 
twice the number of subscribers as 
most overseas orchestras, the total 
is down from a peak of 36,000 15 
years ago to 27,000 today. Its man
agement is not taking this decline 
lying down, but making an aggres
sive attempt to attract more sub
scribers. 

The IPO is focusing on two main 
target audiences, immigrants from 
the former Soviet Union and 
younger people. There are many 
music lovers among the former 
group, men and women who don't 
purchase tickets because they can't 
afford them. So the newcomers are 
being offered a 50 per cent discount 
for the first five years after they 
arrive in the country. 

There are two major strategies 
where younger people are con
cerned. One is to offer programs 
that are "lighter" than the conven
tional ones, featuring, for example, 
Broadway and movie melodies, as 
well as popular singers and instru
mentalists. Far more radical, how
ever, is "The Philharmonic in 
Jeans" series. 

It begins with· the beer, after 
which the audience goes inside the 
auditorium to hear the orchestra 
perform. On the night I was there it 
played Dvorak's Slavonic Dances 

. op. 46. and Tchaikovsky's Swan 
. Lake Suite, and was conducted by 
German maestro Wolfgang 
Sawallisch. 

While the music was certainly 
. conventional, the milieu was far 
from it. Multicolored lights kept 
flashing on and off while slides 
were projected on to the ceiling of 

The above cover ofthat evening's 
program portrays Mozart in a 
jean jacket and sunglasses. 

the concert hall. They included por
traits of Dvorak and Tchaikovsky, 
as well as a series of paintings - the 
relevance of which was not entirely 
clear to me. 

In addition, explanations about 
the music and the composers were 
given by glamorous TV presenter 
Merav Michaeli, who spoke both at 
the beginning of the concert and 
between movements of the Swan 
Lake Suite. She was aided by con
ductor Sawallish, an extraordinari
ly-young 77 year old who seemed 
to be having a great time. 

Because a regular concert had 
been held earlier in the evening, 
this one started only at 10:30 p.m 
and concluded at midnight. But that 
wasn't the end of the proceedings. 
Afterwards, in the lobby, there was 
dancing to the accompaniment of 
loud and decidedly non-classical 
music. Also, more beer. 

Members of the audience, many 
of whom were indeed wearing 
jeans, obviously enjoyed them
selves. How many will purchase 
subscriptions to the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra remains to 
be seen. 

The writer lives in Rehovot, 
Israel. 

Carl Alpert 
(Cont. from page 4.) . 

Besides Bau's paintings, she also 
found correspondence between 
Schindler and many of the Jews he 
had saved. 

"He always called my father 'my 
little son'. Whenever Schindler 
came to Israel, he was always at the 
opening of my father's art exhibi
tions. '.' • 

Keller, who noted that there were Bau Rosenblatt added that some 
of her father's original art work 
from the war, which was exhibited 
in Krakow, Poland in 1945, was 
taken to the U.S. by an unscrupu
lous dealer and has never been seen 
SInce. 

also some personal, 'or "love" let
ters between Schindler and Ami 
Staehr in the suitcase, said "it was 
so amazing to have these letters in 
my hand." 

After sifting through the material, 
she called Joseph Bau and other 
Schindler Jews to, as Keller mused, 
find out "what it was like" to be 

Joseph Bau's work can be viewed 
on the internet at www.joseph
bau.com 

On The Vagina Monologues 
and Shir H a Shirim 

I am not a mayven 
(expert) on vaginas. I 
neither studied medi
cine, not did I follow 
in the footsteps of the 
much-acclaimed 
Casanova. I usually 
pay attention to his
torical events, 
Holocaust and kashrut 
issues only when the 
circumstances call for 
that. 

Yet until all the pub
licity appeared about 

Thanks for 
• review 

Thanks for your 
generous review of A 
Blast From the Past 
(Jewish Post & News, 
January 17.). I really 
appreciate it. 

I have another book 
coming out this sum
mer - not a mystery, a 
Holocaust memoir -
and will try to get it to 
you a little earlier. 

BILL MARANTZ 
. Palm Spring, Calif. 

The Vagina 
Monologues, I could 
not remain silent, 
because I do not 
understand what the 
fuss is all about. 

We've all known 
about the female 
reproductive organ 
since the time· of 
Adam and Eve. It's 
not as if Eve Ensler 
discovered the vagina. 
The Queen of Sheba, 
Salome, Cleopatra, 
Madame Bovary, 
Catharine the Great, 
Elizabeth Taylor and 
others proved to the 
world the importance 
of this part of the 
female's body. 

Venus of Milo dis
played her nakedness 
in marble without too 
much prudence. It did 
not create any public 
outcry, objection or 
disparagement. 

Or is it simply a des
perate act of a few 
confused individuals, 
seeking attention and 
recognition? 

Whatever it's meant 
to be became a vulgar 
and demeaning out
burst of triviality, a 
cheap theatrical shot. 

I was always under 
the impression that 
women's beauty 
expresses itself 
beyond the body's 
physical perfection -
that it embodies the 

. beauty of her soul and 
her intellect, as well. 

Is this an outdated, 
long disregarded con
cept of man's roman
ticism and naivete? 

Thousands of years 
ago, our sages paid 
their admiration and 
respect to the beauty 
of the female's body 
in Shir Ha Shirim 
(Song of Songs), with 
words of marvel and 
spiritual ecstacy. 

The intent was satire, but many readers, who had not read 
the original review, began to patronize the place. 

For most heterosex
ual couples, the vagi
na still plays an 
important role in con
ceiving and lovemak
ing. That's how it was 
for centuries. 

In The Vagina 
Monologues, we are 
faced with a new gen
eration of ,female 
activists who are 
using the vagina for 
their banner, their bat
tle cry. 

Thif; expression of 
love and caring, the 
subtle mesh of the 
physical and the spir
itual, gave way to the 
disrespectful trivial
ization of civility, sen
sitivity and good taste. 

Vital issue of our times. Not long ago the Hebrew press 
was filled with readers' letters arguing the case for and against 
"street cats", who were regarded by some as a plague, not to 
be fed or encouraged, and by others as an opportunity to show 
human kindness to the unfortunate, homeless creatures, who 
render a vital service by keeping the city mouse and rat pop
ulation low. 

A warning to tourists. An American has mailed back to 
Israel a clay potsherd which, he said, he had picked up at 
Masada when he was a tourist there in 1960. It had brought 
him nothing but bad luck, he wrote. Authorities declare it has 
no archeological value. 

The writer lives in Haifa, Israel. 

Is this their protest 
against inequality of 
sexes, male domina
tion, their demand for 
justice, or just a satire 
about today's society? 

If The Vagina 
Monologues repre
sents the expression 
of the 21 st century's . 
art and culture, please 
save me from it. 

PHILIP WEISS 
Winnipeg 


