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u.s. Jewish news 

New York university becoming 
'swastika capital' of higher ed? 

By JULIE WIENER dalism is the work of one indi
vidual. The swastikas were removed 
within hours. 

Mubarak opposes racist cartoons,. 
but says he will not ban them 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Several 
months after a spate of anti-Semitic 
vandalism, Binghamton University 
in upstate New York has been hit 
again, this time with 23 swastikas in 
one day. 

A state university, Binghamton has 
an estimated Jewish body of 3,000 to 
4,000 students. Scrawled with a felt
tip marker, the swastikas were found 
March 28 on various buildings, in
cluding the student union. 

University officials alerted the 
FBI and local police to the new 
round of graffiti, and reported that 
university police believe the van-

.. In a public statement the day the 
swastikas were found, Binghamton's 
president, Lois DeFleur, denounced 
the vandalism and reiterated the of
fer of a $5,000 U.S. reward for infor
mation leading to the conviction of 
the perpetrator. 

In an official statement, Richard 
Joel, the president and international 
director of Hillel: The Foundation 
for Jewish Campus Life, described 
the pattern of anti-Semitic incidents 
at Binghamton as "deeply disturb-
ing." . 

s-T-R-E-T-C-H YOUR MIND 
With Beit HaMidrash, Sundays at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue 

By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - Egyptian Presi
dent Hosni Mubarak 
told a group of Ameri
can Jewish and Ameri
can Arab leaders last 
week that he had re
peatedly spoken out 
against anti-Semitic 
cartoons in the Egyp
tian media but would 
not make a new public 
appeal to stop them, 
Jewish leaders told 
JTA. 

HOSNI MUBARAK, 
Egyptian president: 
Will not make a pub
lic appeal against anti
Semitic cartoons in 
the Egyptian press. 

be some kind of mea 
culpa or an epiphany is 

Behind the headlines 

absurd. He was very 
frank and very honest," 
Epstein said. "He was 
willing to engage in a 
dialogue." 

The April 4 private 
session took place be
fore Mubarak attended 
a luncheon with a 
broader group of 
American Jewish and 
American Arab leaders. 
Mubarak also told the 
private meeting that he 
had received assur
ances from President 
Bush that the United 
States would play a role 
in improving Israeli
Palestinian relations. 

P esach is over, heralding the 
beginning of Spring and a re
newal of energy, ambition and 

activity. Congregation Shaarey 

Conversational Hebrew, Singing 
in Shul, Torah Trope, and Medita
tion and Chant. As the saying goes, 
" ... the mind, once stretched to a 
new idea, never goes back to its 
original size." 

Mubarak was candid 
in the April 4 meeting, 
the Jewish leaders said, 
but did not offer satis
factory responses on 
issues important to the 
Jewish community, in
cluding the recall of 
Egypt's ambassador to 
Israel and Egypt's role 
in promoting Israeli
Palestinian peace. 

In Rich scandal,Holocaust 
museum headfinds support 

Zedek's Beit HaMidrash Learning 
Community ~ Session III is the 
perfect outlet for those of us eager 
to learn more about Jewish spiritu
ality and traditions. Over the previ
ous two sessions, the synagogue 
has become an exciting hub of 
learning and social activity - and a 
lot of fun, as well. 

You can delve into some very 
interesting and challenging topics 
such as Basic Training in Jewish 
Spirituality, Introduction to 
Judaism, Introduction to Talmud, 

Your children can also partici
pate in Beit HaMidrash. We offer 
Conversational Hebrew for Kids 
of All Ages, as well as the new and 
extremel y popular Y ou th Choir (for 
ages 8 and up). 

Be sure to pick up a brochure the 
next time you're at Shaarey Zedek, 
or phone Robert at the number listed 
in the ad below. Spring classes be
gin Sunday, Apri122nd and run for 
four weeks until Sunday, May 13th. 

"I wouldn't say there 
was no value" in the 
meeting, said Rabbi 
Jerome Epstein, the 
executive vice presi-· 
dent of the United 
Synagogue of Con
servative Judaism and 
an organizer of the 
April 4 event. 

"Anybody who as
sumed that today would 

By PETER 
. EPHROSS 

NEW YORK (JTA) 
- Rabbi Irving "Yitz" 
Greenberg has built a 
reputation as a man of 
letters, but not of the 
kind that have swirled 
around him lately. In 
the latest volley in an 
escalating war of 
words, a majority of the 
U.S. Holocaust Memo
rial Council is defend
ing Greenberg, the em-

Now is your opportunity to participate in a 
growing learning and spiritual community. The 
Shaarey Zedek Beit HaMidrash is 0 pen to 

everyone. We offer a unique team of 
teachers from Winnipeg representing a full 
Jewish spectrum. Begin with a warm bagel 
and coffee in the "breakfast room" on Sunday 
mornings and then venture off to hour-long 
classes held throughout the synagogue. We 
have expanded to offer classes on Monday 
evenings. These new 4-week courses start 
the week of Sunday, April 22nd. 

Starts t his Sun day! 

A TASTE OF THE UPCOMING COURSES 

Basic Training in Jewish Spirituality Meditation and Stretch 

Conversational Hebrew for Kids of All Ages Singing in Shul 

Family Dynamics in the Book of Genesis Topics in Practical Judaism 

Introduction to Hebrew for Adults, Levell & II Torah Trope 

Introduction to Judaism Yoga 

Introduction to Talmud 
Ira! $18 per 4-week course 

Youth Choir for Ages 8 and Up 

I!.!JI for Members of Shaarey Zedek 
$36 for Non-Members 

1:'1 Need more Information? Call 
.. Robert at452-3711 ext 451 to 

receive our Belt HaMldrash 
Booklet. 

-• • Congregation Shaarey Zedek Ioo-ip· 
561 Wellington Crescent 

• Winnipeg MB R3M OA6 
.. " .. 

• 

Meditation and Chant 

OUR UNIQUE TEACHING STAFF 

Rabbi Alan Green Rabbi Moshe Stern Rabbi David Cantor 

Michael Kurek Bill Weissmann Christine Cantor 

Heather James 

battled council chair, 
against a campaign to 
unseat him over his role 
in the Marc Rich par
don scandal. 

Thirty-five members 
of the 50-plus-member 
council were preparing 
a letter last week back
ing Greenberg, who is 
under pressure to resign 
for lobbying on Rich's 
behalf. 

Even his backers ad
mit that Greenberg 
made a mistake when 
he sent a letter on mu
seum stationery in De
cember asking Presi
dent Clinton to pardon 
the financier. 

Yet last week's letter 
went on to say, "We 
have complete confi
dence that the museum 
will continue to flour
ish unde'r Rabbi 
Greenberg's leader
ship. " 

The pro-Greenberg 
letter came in response 
to another letter, signed 
by 18 current and 
former members of the 
council, that was made 
public two weeks ago. 
That letter recognized 
Greenberg's "long and 
distinguished career as 
an educator and as a 
leading proponent of 
Jewish thought." 

But it called on him 
to resign for his role in 
the Rich pardon, say
ing he had unintention
ally "entangled the 
museum in a political 
controversy inimical to 
its mission." ' 
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Focus 'on issues 

Group to focus on socialjustice, but 
some worried about partisanship 

Months after HUe resignation, 
Zimmerman hired by Birthright 
By JULIE WIENER philanthropist and 

Birthright co-founder, 
called Zimmerman a 
"terrific, ten·ific eatch 
for Birthright. "He is a 
dynamic educator and 
leader whose talents 
will be a great blessing 
for Birthright Israel," 
Bronfman i>aid. 

By JULIE WIENER 
NEW YORK (JTA) 

- According to a popu
lar joke, a group of 
American Jewish tour
ists in Israel ask .their 
tour guide, "How do 
you say tikkun olam in 
Hebrew?" Tikkun 
olam, of course, is a 
Hebrew telm, one that 
describes the Jewish 
obligation to repair the 
world. The joke's 
humor lay in the fact 
that many American 
Jews are more literate 
in social activism than 
in Hebrew. 

According to a new 
study, however, most 
American Jews not 
only don't know it's 
Hebrew, butm-en 'teven 
familiar with the term 
tikkun olam. And with 
only3] percent report
ing that Israel is per
sonally very meaning
ful to their Jewish iden-

tity, chances are they 
won't be asking Israeli 
tour guides much of 
anything. . . 

The findings were 
two pieces of a recent 
study measuring 
American Jewish atti
tudes toward "social 
justice," a somewhat 
vague ternl that can fit 
a variety of causes, de
pending on the speak
er's politics. 

The study's major 
finding - that Ameri
can Jews remain 
strongly supportive of 
predominantly liberal 
social justice causes -
is being used to pro
mote the new organi
zation that commis
sioned it. 

Amos: The National 
Jewish Partnership for 
Social Justice, was of
ficially launched two 
weeks ago. It aims to 
place social justice 

New study shows U.S. Jews 
proud about link to socialjustice 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JTA) -The following number are 
some of the highlights of a new study on American 
Jews and social justice: * 94 per cent agree that 
"social justice work by Jewish organizations makes 
me proud to be a Jew." * 85 per ce~t disagr~e that 
"J ews have enough problems of their own Without 
worrying about broader society." * The social 
causes that the largest number of respondents 
"strongly favor" are assuring freedom of choice for 
women seeking abortions, ensuring access to af
fordable health care and fighting anti-Semitism. 

Of the predominantly left-wing causes exam
ined by the study, "declaring a moratorium ?n" 
capital punishment was the only one that a maJor
ity (53 per cent) opposed. * More than half are not 
familiar with the Hebrew phrase "tikkun olam." 
Literally, the phrase means repairing the world, 
and has been loosely interpreted to mean a Jewish 
obligation to work for social justice. 
* Asked if they would rather volunteer to help 

needy Americans with a Jewish group or a nons~c
tarian group, only 15 per cent chose a JeWIsh 
gro~p, w~ile 73 per cent sai~ it would not ~att?r. 
* Slxty-nme per cent aSSOCIate th.e ~en!l soc~al 
justice" with both Judaism and Chn~tIamty, whIle 
8 percent associate it only with JudaIsm and 23 per 
cent associate it with neither. 

Of the 49 per cent who said they had participa.te? 
in a social justice activity, 24 per cent had part~cl
pated in one sponsored by a synagog.ue. * Makmg 
the world a better place ranked highest as the 
activity most personal~y ~eaningful for be!ng 
Jewish followed by belIef In God and celebratIng , . 
Jewish holidays. Ranking lowest were keepIng up 
with Jewish art, music or literature, and studying 
Torah and other Jewish texts. * Asked to choose 
which is more important as a Jew - studying Torah 
or working for social justice - 56 per cent chose 
social justice, while 36 per cent said both are 
equally important. 

higher on the Jewish 
communal agenda and 
to provide training and 
other support for Jew
ish groups that want to 
address social justice 
issues. Amos' found
ing comes as a number 
of people tout social 
justice and community 
service as a means of 
engaging unaffiliated 
young Jews: * A new 
organization in its plan
ning stages, Pmtnership 
for Service, seeks to 
increase community 
service rates among 
yOIJ.ng Jews while 
teaching what Jewish 
tradi tion has to say 
abou t volunteering. 

* Through a project 
called Tzedek Hillel, 
several campus Hillels 
are focusing on volun
teer efforts, including 

. spring break programs 
in which students do 
things like build houses 
for the poor. 

NEW YORK (JTA) 
- A rabbi recently sus
pended from the Re
fotm movement's rab
binic organization be
cause of sexual impro
priety has been hired to 
a top position by a pro
gram that sends thou
sands of young Jews on 
free trips to Israel. 

Rabbi Sheldon 
Zimmerman, who re
signed as president of 
the Hebrew Union Col
lege-Jewish Institute of 
Religion in December, 

Others in the Jewish 
community feel less 
blessed. Susan 
Weidman Schneider, 
editor of the feminist 
Jewish magazine Lilith, 
said, "Although the spe-

RABBI SHELDON 
ZIMMERMAN: Sus
pended for sexual im
propriety last Decem
ber. 

cific nature of 
Zimmerman's actions have not been 
made public," his hire "seems to re
peat a pattern in Jewish life where 
male rabbis known to have transgres
sive behaviors in their past have not 
often suffered professionally for iL" 

will become executive vice-presi
dent of Birthright Israel USA, Inc., 
based in New York. He was recruited 
for the position by Michael 
Steinhardt, the hedge fund manager
turned-philanthropist who co
founded the Birthright program. 

Zimmerman's hire is raising some 
eyebrows in the Jewish community, 
though many leading figures praised 
the appointment. Steinhardt, for ex
ample, said he is "extraordinarily 
thrilled" to have Zimmerman on staff. 
Charles Bronfman, another major 

Zimmerman led the Hue from 
1996 until last December, when he 
resigned after being suspended for a 
minimum of two years from the Re
form movement's Central Confer
ence of American Rabbis on the rec
ommendation of its ethics commit-
tee. 
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. Now Marketing: 
Non-Profit Life Lease 
Senior's Residence 

All are invited to attend the next presentation: 
Thesday, April 24th, 2001 at 7:00 p.m. 

Asper Jewish Community Campus 

For more infonnation, please contact: 
Acorn Development, Consultants Ltd. 

982-2000 
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