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World Jewish ·news 

Rio de Janeiro's Jews worried as 
neo-Nazis thrive. in city's suburbs 
By SHIRLEY NIGRI 

RIO DE JANEIRO 
(JT A) - Rio's most 
popular newspaper 
sounded an alarm re
cently: Neo-Nazism is 
alive and thriving in the 
city's suburbs. 

The report in the 0 
Dia newspaper con-

firmed what many in 
the Jewish community 
long have feared. Other 
members of the com
munity, however, be
lieve the report gave 

.lunatic fringe groups 
too much publicity. 

According to the re
port, some of the neo-

Accused Nazi war criminal dies; 
was investigated but never tried 
By JEREMY JONES 

SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) - An Australian 
citizen who allegedly helped kill thousands of 
Jews during World War II died recently without 
ever facing trial. Jewish community leaders say 
the death of Karlis Ozols is a reminder of the 
failure of successive Australian governments to 
deal with alleged Nazi war criminals who immi
grated to Australia after the war. Ozols, who 
became Australia's chess champion in 1958, was 
a senior officer in the Arajs Kommandos, a pro
Nazi Latvian militia held responsible for the deaths 
of some 100,000 civilians, including 30,000 Jews. 

According to Australian author Mark Aarons in 
his forthcoming book War Criminals Welcome, 
Ozols was one of about 100 Arajs Kommando 
members who carried out mass executions of 
Jewish and Gypsy civilians and others in what is 
now Belarus. 

Nazi groups are getting 
stronger. One group, 
the National Socialist 
Party, was created in 
1988 by a former offi
cial in the Brazilian 
navy, Armando Zanine 
Jr. 

It and other similar 
groups have been cre
ating neo-Nazi Internet 
sites, and they may be 
responsible for the re
cent theft of mezuzahs 
from local synagogues. 
Neo-Nazis and white 
supremacists had 
planned to meet in 
southern Brazil for a 
rock festival celebrat
ing Hitler's 112th birth
day, the paper reported. 

Authorities canceled 
the festival last week. 
Those who can't afford 
to live in the wealthy 
neighborhoods where 
most of Rio's Jewish 
community lives say 
they are at the mercy of 
alleged anti-Semites. 

Start a new two-year SUbscription to 

1 eWISH Posr& News 
or extend your current SUbscription for 

another two years - for just $ 85· 
and here's what we'll give you: 

. A Star of David pendant and a Chai pendant 

from Celia's Jewellery* 
·not exactly as shown 

along with the latest edition 
Show & Save card 

(doesn't expire until Sept. 3012001 
(including the 120 page Book of Savings!) 

5,HOW & SAVE -t,,,,,_ 

Czech Jewish 
leaders battle 

to get300-year
old synagogue 
By MAGNUS 
BENNETT 

PRAGUE (JT A) -
Of the historic Jewish 
sites in the Czech Re
public, few can rival 
those found in the town 
of Kolin. Among them 

. is a 300-year-old syna
gogue that has been re
stored and converted 
into a cultural center 
with a distinctly Jew
ish tone. But visitors 
anxious to steep them
selves in Kolin's herit
age won't find the cul
tural center listed in the 
Jewish community 
guidebook. Prague's 
Jewish Community re
moved the center from 
its "must visit" list fol
lowing aID-year dis
pute with the local City 
Hall. 

Prague Jewish offi
cials have long argued 
that Kolin - whose last . 
professed Jewish resi
dent died 20 years ago
should hand them the 
cultural center. But 
town officials, who re
stored the synagogue 
last year at a cost of 
$500,000 U.S., point 
out that a court deci
sion several years ago 
made them the build
ing's legal owners. "It's 
absolutely disgusting," 
said Tomas Kraus, ex
ecutive director of the 
Czech Federation of 
Jewish Communities. 
"The synagogue was 
once owned by the Jew
ish community that 
lived there, so we 
should have it back. It 
is a matter of princi
ple." 

The courts ruled that 
the synagogue - a pro
tected monument - be
longed to the town 
council. But Kraus said 
the ownership question 
was based on an "un
just" 1991 law. "The 
synagogue was taken 
over by the Commu
nist state," said Kraus, 
adding that a 1991 law 
"stated that former state 
property should go to 
municipalities rather 
than back to former 
owners. We have re
ceived cooperation 
from other municipali
ties in the past on this 
issue, but not in this 
case." 

Children's festival in Moscow 
shows how arts rekindle Jewish life 
By LEV GORODETSKY 

MOSCOW (JT A) - Olga, a 15-year-old high 
school student from Kiev, led a Passover seder for 
her family for the first time this year. Introducing 
her two younger brothers to Passover, she sang 
Hebrew and Yiddish melodies she had learned at 
Jewish choir classes in Kiev'. 

"My non-Jewish friends keep wondering what is 
drawing me to Jewish choir classes in the evenings 
instead of going to a disco with them. I can't tell 
exactly, but probably it is the feeling of being at 
home and with your own people," says Olga, who 
was one of 500 participants from the former Soviet 
Union and Israel at the Fifth International Jewish 
Children's and Youth Art Festival in Moscow two 
weeks ago. 

The three-day event, sponsored by the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, included 
performances by choirs, folk dance troupes and 
theater groups, and a painting exhibition. Russian 
civilization always has placed a high value on the 
arts. For Russian Jews, this has been doubly true: 
In addition to imbibing the importance of culture 
from the general society, they have used the arts as 
a way of ethnic self-identification, particularly 
under the Soviet regime, when they faced persecu
tion if they tried to express Jewish identity in 
religious or national ways. 

The famous Moscow State Jewish Theater, 
headed in the 1930s and 1940s by the great Jewish 
actor Solomon Mikhoels, was the real focus of 
Russian Jewish life under Stalin. The theater at
tracted masses of people and served as a kind of 
Jewish community center. Stalin's secret police 
understood the role of the theater only too well. As 
a wave of anti-Semitism swept through the Soviet 
Union in 1948, Mikhoels was killed in a staged 
road accident, and his theater was closed. 

Anti-Semitic calls made in L.A. race 
LOS ANGELES (JT A) - An unknown group 

made automated anti-Semitic calls to harm a Jew
ish contender in Los Angeles' mayoral race. The 
message said RepUblican businessman Steve 
Soboroff had "become entirely dependent upon 
Jewish money." Outgoing Mayor Richard Riordan, 
who supports Soboroff, called the telephone mes
sage the work of "vicious cowards." 

Auschwitz disco ordered closed 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The governor of the 

Polish province of Krakow ordered the closure of 
a disco located in a former tannery where inmates 
of the Auschwitz concentration camp worked. The 
dance club, located about one mile from the main 
Auschwitz camp, opened last summer after local 
authorities ignored protests and granted an inves
tor a permit to operate the disco. 
Germany won't pay until suits dropped 

WASHINGTON (JT A) - German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder rejected calls for Germany to 
make preliminary payments from a fund to com
pensate Nazi-era slave laborers. Schroeder said 
April 6 that U.S. lawsuits against German firms 
must first be dismissed. A U.S. judge has refused 
to dismiss 10 suits by Holocaust survivors against 
German banks, prompting lawyers for Holocaust 
survivors to petition a U.S. appeals courtto reverse 
the judge's decision. 

UN to repair Sarajevo Haggadah 
NEW YORK (JTA) - International experts plan 

to repair the famed Sarajevo Haggadah, which 
dates back to the 14th century. A U.N. official 
made the announcement April 6, after three ex
perts examined the manuscript. 

Israeli news 

Escalation involves 
heightened risks 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

The second group, however, ques
tions whether there is an overall strat
egy behind the tactics that can re
store the hope of reaching a negoti
ated peace. Israel's aerial attack on a 
Syrian radar installation deep inside 
Lebanon on Monday, in response to 
the killing of an Israeli soldier over 
the weekend, was a careful and de
liberate upping of the ante - a new 
"price list" for Arab allacks on Is
rael, in the words of Sharon spokes
man Ra'anan Gissin. 

"There are new rules now," De
fence Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliezer 
agreed, indicating that Israel would 
hold Syria directly responsible for 
Hezbollah attacks. 

The action came after Hezbollah 
fired anti-tank missiles across Leba
non's border with Israel on Satur
day, killing a soldier. 

The incident took place at Hal' Doy, 
a rugged section of the Israel-Leba
non border near Shabaa Farms, an 
area that Hezbollah claims is Leba
nese land still occupied by Israel. 
Israel - backed by the United Na
tions -. says the area is part of the 
Golan Heights that Israel conquered 
in 1967 from Syria, and whose fate 
should be determined in Syrian-Is
raeli negotiations. 

Indeed, after Israeli forces with
drew from southern Lebanon last 
May, the United Nations confirmed 
that Israel no longer had troops on 
Lebanese soil, forcing Israel to make 
even small redeployments of several 
feet in some places to conform rigor
ously to the international border. 

This week, the UN's Middle East 
envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, reiterated 
that Hezbollah's claim flies in the 
face of earlier U.N. decisions. The 
United States adopted asimilarstance 
Monday, calling Hezbollah' s cross
border attack "clear provocation de-

signed to escalate an already-tense 
situation." Just the same, Israel's de
cision to punish Syria for the inci
dent represents a shift. 

Then-prime minister Ehud Barak 
warned after last May's withdrawal 
that Israel would hold the Syrian and 
Lebanese governments responsible 
for any furthcr Hezbollah attacks. In 
practice, however, a series of 
Hezbollah kicinappings, shootings 
and bombings ofl srae Ii soldiers went 
unanswered until this week. Israel's 
Security Cabinet decided, by a vote 
of 11-2, to hit Syrian military targets 
ratherthan Hezbollah, which locates 
its bases inside civil ian areas in south
ern Lebanon. Following the Israeli 
allack, Syria vowed revenge "at the 
appropriate time," and put its 35,000 
troops in Lebanon on high alert. 

Israel, in turn, made it clear that it 
did not seck further escalation but is 
prepared to face a challenge from 
Syria if its still-green president, 
Bashar Assad, so decides. Less than 
24· hours later, Israeli tanks and 
armored personnel carriers were 
moving into the Gaza Strip, cutting it 
into three separate sections and seiz
ing a tactically important area of just 
under one square mile in the strip '8 

northeast corner. 
The land, sea and air operation 

early Tuesday came in retaliation for 
a Monday attaek in which Palestin
ians fired mortars on the Israeli town 
of Sderol. The Palestinians in recent 
weeks have begun using mortars 
against Israeli residential communi
ties, and the Sderot attack marked 
their deepest penetration into Israel 
since violence erupted last Septem
ber. Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat, returning from a trip 
to Egypt on Tuesday, accused Israel 
of seeking to reoccupy Palestinian
held territory. 

The Israeli government stated 
firmly that this was not its inten
tion, and troops began withdraw
ing Tuesday night. 

BETH ISRAEl. SYNAGOGUE 
Saturday, April 21, services 9:30 01.111. Mincha following Kiddush. SundilY, April 22, Tallit & Tefillin, 9:30 a.m. 

Monday, April 23-Thursday, April 26, services 7:30 a.lll. & 7:00 p.m. Friday, Apn127, services 7:30 a.m. & 6:00 
p.m. 

IINA Y AIIRAIIAM SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, April 20 - moming service at 7:30 a.m., c~ening ~ervicc at 6:00 p:m., candle lighting at 8: 12 p.m. 

Saturday, April 21 - mOnling service ilt9:oo iI.m., e.vcnlllS service Hl 6:00 p.m. Shahbat ends "t9: I ~ p.m. Sund.ay, 
April 22.monling service.aI9:ooa:m., eveningservlceat8:20 p.m. Monday, ApnI23-nlUrsday, ApnI26-.monllng 
service at 7:30 a.m., evening service at 8:20 p.m. 

CHAVURAT 'fIWILA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, April 20. Candle lighting: H: 12 p.m. Minchalkabbalat Shabbat: 8:00 p.m. Shacharis Saturday: 9:30 a.m. 

Shabbat ends: 9: 14 p.m. 
CONGREGA 'fION SHAAREY ZEf)EK 

561 Wellington Crescent. Daily morning service (Monday-Friday): 7:30 a.m. D.aily eve~ing service (Mond?y
Friday): 6:00 p.m. Sunday & statutory holiday mornings: 9: 15 a.m. Shabbat monung ~erv,ce: 9: 15 ~.m., evening 
service: 6:00 p.m. Shahbat morning: Leamer's minyan (ages 8-13) 10:30 to n?9n. JUnior CongregatIOn \youngcr 
ehildren}) 0:30 lonoon. Family Minyan (young children & parenls) I.O:~O. Prairie Rua~h Minyan - worship for the 
mind body. heart & soul- starting November 10 at8 p.m. and contmumg Ihe 2nd Fnday of each month. 

, ROSH I'INA CONGREGATION 
Friday, April 20, sundown 8:30 p.m .. candle lighting at 8:.12 p.m.,. morning service at7:~0 a.m., ~vening service 

at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, April 21. sundown 8:32 p.m., morning s~rvlce at 9:00 a.m .. evening service at 7:55 p.m. 
Shabbat ends at 9:03 p.m. Sunday, April 22 and Monday, Apnl'23 (R~sh Chodesh Iyar). ~undown 8:33 p.m., 
morning service at ?:OO a.m., evening se!",ice at ~:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 24-Thursday, Apnl 26, sundown 8:33 
pm morning service ilt 7:30 a.m., evelllng service at8:30 p.m. 
.. , TALMUD TORAH· BETH JACOII SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. Cnndle lighting time for Friday, April 20 at8: 12 p.m. Yom Hash.o~·nh. Minc~aI 
Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:00 p.m. Saturday morning service at 9: I 5. a.m. Sedra of the week - She'!'ml. Mevarch"~ 
Hachodesh. Mincha service at 7:45 p.m .• followed by ,!,almud Sh,ur. Shabbat ends ~t9: 14 p.m. Sunday Shachant 
service at 9:00a.m. Monday, April 23 and T~esday,.ApnI24- RoshChode.sh Iyar. Dallyshachan.tservlces (Monday 
to Friday) at 7:30 a.m. Daily MinchaiMaanv services at 6:50 p.m. Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, 
and everyone is invited 10 allend. . 

TEMI'U; SHALOM 
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg's only Reform Con~regation, 1077 Grant Avenue, .will be holding: On Frid~y, A~I 

20, a Yom Hashoah Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Levenson and Cantonal SolOIst Udow. The service will begin 
at 8:00 p.m. All arc welcome. 
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Israel continues to retaliate 
Large blocks of concrete being maneuvered into position April 12 at the 
neit Jala army post south of .Jerusalem. Copyright: !sranet. 

Although overall the Passover holidays saw a lessening in death and injuries 
due to shooting exchanges between the Israel Defence Force (IDF) and the 
Palestinians, incidents arc still reported on an almost daily basis. The I OF has 
made good on its intention to respond to terror attacks heavily and immedi
ately, prompting the lIslIal rash of complaints by thG. Palestinians to the 
international community. Each Israeli retaliatory allack, unlike the random 
firing by the Palestinians, is carefully coordinated to hit only military targets 
and avoid civilian casualties. 

However, in the media coverage that invariably follows such retaliatory 
actions, the Palestinians ensure that woman and children are seen as the 
victims. The same media organizations mention in passing, or fail to mention 
at all, the cynical disregard the Palestinians have for Jewish lives when firing 
on Jewish selllements. On April) 2 Palestinian terrorists once again opened 
fire on an IDF post ncar Beit Jala, south of Jerusalem. One soldier was 
seriollsly hurt when a bullet hit him in the jaw. The IDF has introduced new 
protection for the Beit Jala post, consisting of concrete wall units and heavy 
concrete markers to control traffic passing into Israel. 

J Obr HaTOrab Da~ Scbool 
62.0 Brock Street, Winnipeg MB 

Our growth continues. 
Find out what we have to offer. 
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. Registration. Now Open For 
2001-2002 . 

Half and Full Day Nursery 
Kindergarten to Grade 4 
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