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Priestly blessing 
More than 10,000 peo
ple took part in the 
Priestly Blessing at 
Jerusalem's Western 
Wall on April 10, a 
service that takes 
place on the Passover 
and Sukkot holidays. 
Hundreds of police
men were on hand, 
and the service passed 
without incident. 
Credit: Brian Hendler! 
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Behind the headlines 
Tax fight over West Bank goods 
only adds to Israel-Europe tension 
By JESSICA STEINBERG ". . 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - When British-born Pe
ter Wiseburgh established Soda-Club Enterprises 
in 1991, he probably didn't expect to be part of a 
spat with the European Union over Israel's bor
ders. Wiseburgh's Israeli company wanted to ex
port in-home carbonation systems that tum tap 
water into sparkling water. It chose to establish a 
production plant in a former munitions factory in 
the Mishor Adumim industrial zone, which is in 
the West' Bank but is often considered part of 
greater Jerusalem. 

"We were looking for a large factory, and this 
popped up and we took it," Wiseburgh said. "The 
Israeli government encouraged us to go there. 
Now they have to find some reasonable way to 
overcome what is a bureaucratic problem." 

Despite the lack of an Israeli-Palestinian peace 
agreement, it was assumed in the early 1990s that 
West Bank products exported to the European 
Union would enjoy the. tax-exempt status granted 
other Israeli products under the Israel-E.U. free
trade agreement. In 1997, however, as Europe 
adopted an increasingly hostile tone toward 
Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud government, the 
European Union effectively defined everything 
across the Green Line - Israel's border before the 
1967 SiX-Day War - as Palestinian land. 

Feeding the E.U. 's.decision was a boycott cam
paign led by left-wing Israeli activists against 
Israeli products made in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 
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