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Holocaust 
Memorial Day 

(Cont. from page 1.) 
"Whereas the 

Holocaust refers to the 
del iberate and' 
planned destruction of 
European Jews by the 
Nazis and their collab
orators .... " reads the 
opening line of the 
official proclamation. 
signed by' Becky 
Barrett, Manitoba 
minister responsible 
for multiculturalism. 
" .... now therefore be i I 
known that we do 
hereby proclaim April 
20, 200 I, as deter
mined by the Jewish 
lunar calendar, as 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day (Yom 
HaShoah)," 

Barrett read the 
proclamation again at 
the outdoor memorial 
service, after the 
Legislature unani
mously approved it. 

"We're putting this 
day on record," she 
told the crowd, (See 
text of the proclama
tion on page 3, at bot
tom right.) 
, Howard Morry, 

president of the 
Jewish Federation of 
Winnipeg/Combined 

HOWARD 
MORRY, president, 
Jewish Federation of 
Winnipcg/Comhined 
Jewish Appeal: "It 
would take 15 years 
to read the names" 
or all 6 million Jews 
killed in the 
Holocaust. 

Jewish Appeal, put the 
magnitude of the 
Holocaust in perspec
tive during that ser
Vice, 

"Six million - it 
woulcltake 15 years to 
read each name 
allowed." he said. 
"Each or us has a 
responsibi lity to know 
how the six million 
lived. as well as how 
they died,". . 

Jews .todl:lY,. mlls.t ' 
"learn and' :pass. 6ri" 
the Jewish traditions 
and values those six 

RUDY LOWENSTEIN, a Holocaust survivor, 
lays a bouquet of flowers at the foot of the 
Holocaust memorial. 

Listen to the 

Jewish Radio Hour 

each Sunday 

from 1 :30 to 2:30 p.m. 

on CKJS 810 AM 

•• 

EVITA SMORDIN, 
a local Holocaust 
educator, reads 
some names in 
"Unto Every Person 
There Is A Name" 
ceremony inside the 
Legislative Building 
Friday morning, 
April 20. 

million lived by. 
Joe Riesen, a 

Holocaust Slll'Vlvor 

NAOMI CALNIT
SKIY, a JWC stu
dent, sings "Eli, Eli" 
during the Holocaust 
memorial service. 

and chair of 
Manitoba's Holocaust 
Awareness 
Committee, later said 
he felt avery emotion
al," taking part 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day and other events 
of Manitoba 
Holocaust Week, 

'T m constantly at 
meetings, trying to 
raise extra funds for 

Clarification 
A story in the April 

II Jewish Post & 
News headlined 
., T h r e e - y'e a I' 

Federation/CJA 
fundraising plan on 
track" said Evelyn 
Katz is retiring as the 
Jewish community's 
volunteer demograph
er, In fact, although 
the federation hopes 
to find somebody for 
Katz to train to 
replace her in that 
role, should the need 
for that eventually 
arise, Katz is continu
ing ,as community 
demographer, for the 
forseeable future. 

Jewish war veterans from the Royal Can-adian 
Legion's General Monash Branch present col
ors during the Holocaust Memorial Service. 

programs and, things 
like the buHetin we 
send out. And all the 
fi Ims being shown 
brought out a lot of 
memories. " 

As for Fela 
Shwemer, despite her 
losses of more than a 
dozen relatives, three 
of her sisters and a 
brother also survived 
the Holocaust, Two of 
those sisters were with 
her in concentraion 
camps. The third sis
ter and brother fled to 
Russia, and survived 
there, 

Asked how she 
managed to endure 
four concentration 
camps in four years, 
from age 16 onward, 
Shwemer had a simple 
answer: "God was 
with me," 

JWC students perform readings one of the school's' Holocaust memo
rial services in the Berney Theatre. From left: Mimi Waldman, Jodi 
Koffman, Madeline Kowall, David Saifer, Shae Greenfield, Dimitry 
Tishchenko and Emily Kaplan. 

Students at Shore Elementary School light .candl,e~ in. ,a l:Iolo<;a~st 
memorial service in the Asp,er Jewish Community:Campus Multi-pur.- ' 

,pose Room April 19. From left: Josh,Winestock,LauraMinuk, Shira,' 
Lerner, Alma Sifrim, Matthew Katz, and Anna Motitenko.' : 
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Community news 

Holocaust still seen as only a 'Jewish topic', author says 
Local writers explain why they chose to write about Hitler's gemocide 

Story and photos by 

ARNOLD ROSS 
"What led you to write 
about the 
Holocaust? " 

That was the ques
tion posed by modera
tor Sheleley Faintuch 
to local authors 
Barney Sneiderman, 
Carol Matas and Allan 
Levine in the Cafe au 
Livre, Thursday April 
18th. 

Faintuch's intent , 
on behalf of the 
Jewish Federation of 
Manitoba/Combi ned 
Jewish Appeal, was to 
take Holocaust 
Awareness Week out ALLAN LEVINE: "The 

CAROL MATAS: Public 
school students she read to a 
few years ago knew very little 

into the community; Holocaust needs to be seen as a 
so she proposed the topic for everyone." 
idea to Lou Ann Holocaust. She would 
Savage, events coor- ask them how many 
dinator at McNally people they thought 
Robinson, where the had died, and they 
discussion took place. would respond any-

First to respond was where from 'ten' to 
Carol Matas. She '100'! Things have 
ex~l~i!1edth,at: 'AI~en. :ilJ1prov,ed .. , since 
r~l;l~Ii1g.~'Serpts froni,.:, .Daniel s ,Story has:' 
her: books Lisa and ' . become it, part of 
Daniels Story to stu- many curriculums, 
dents in public "When you are writ-
schools, she discov- ing about the 
ered that many knew Holocaust you are 
very little about the 

N ole 10 readers 
When. pictures with photo captions. stories and 

other announcements: appear in boxes t~at indicates 
the material inside the box is fully or partly paid for. 
Stories with headlines in a typestyle other than the 
one used for standard news stories (samples of stan
dard news headlines appear with all stories on page 
I) are also partly or fully paid for. 

, , I 

l"'(u(fce W organIzatIons, publicists 
Th,e ,JeWish Post & ~ews now is charging for 

publiCity about upcomll1g events running in this 
newspaper. 

• Items paid for in advance are published at a 
reduced rate of only $5 every 20 words plus GST, or 
$5 every 30 words plus GST in eight-point type. 
Headings of up to four words run for free, 

• Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the ad runs. 

• Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but ate subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address
es of the' individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display ,advertising 
rate,:':' ' 
• AJ!riews: ~d:aavertising;$hauid;be, in our office 

by nooil', :Friday J4' . , . . .' .' ... ' .' ~ .. '.. ' 
for ,the following' week's paper.:- . , 
• We can't' be responsible:f6r tne'delivery time 'of 

the.paper. You may .wish.to run-your :publ icity or ad 
at least two weeks in. advance ,of.the event: . 

writing for all about the Holocaust. 
those children 
who are no longer 
here and therefore 
unable to tell for 
themsel ves." 

Her latest book In 
My Enemies' ,House, 
is about a Jewish girl 
from Poland who trav
els incognito into 
Germany to find 
work, only to discover 
racism, bigotry and 
power. "It impacts on 
the lives of these 
young readers ... they 
learn from it. The 
story relates to the 
present, and that is 
why we study the 
past," she said. 

Allan Levine began 
his response to the 
question - "Why study 
the Holocaust?", by 
informing the large 
mixed audience that 
the Holocaust "needs 
to be seen as a topic 
for everyone .. unfortu
nately it is still seen as 
a Jewish topic." 

He pointed out that 
far too much literature 
makes many believe 
the Holocaust never 
happened, "That's 
why Holocust 
Awareness Week is so 
important." Levine 
said that even today, 
many newspaper and 
magazine editors are 
reluctant to review 
books - on the 
Holocaust, adding that 
they don't want to be 
seen as being support-

, ive. 
Levine admitted that 

he, too, had trouble as 
a youngster in believ
ing some of the stories 
to be true ... and his 
searching for further 
knowledge eventually 
led: him to an interest 
in resistence move
ments, For his latest 
book, Fugitives in The 
Forest, he looked into 
Nazi documents and 
researched through 
microfilm at the 
Washington 
Holocaust Museum. 

"Of the six million 
Jews, maybe 2000 
were saved - surviving 
against all odds .. .! uck 
playing an enormous 
part in their survival." 
The audience was 
gripped as he read a 
portion of the book 
descri bing the plight 
of 17-year-old 
Gershon Siegel, hid
ing from place to 
place in an attempt to 
stay alive. 

Last to face the 
question of why writ
ers choose to write 
about the Holocaust 
was University of 
Manitoba Law 
Professor Barney 
Sneiderman. He said 
Hitler had the greatest 
impact on society 
because of World War 
II and the Cold War, 
"When it comes to 
evil unleahed - who 
could compare to this 
man? Without him, 
there would have been 
no Holocaust." 

Sneideerman added 
that tthere are other 
despoUs living in the 
world today, noting 
that. Smddam Hussein 
for exalmple, wouldn't 
hesitatce to press a but
ton thaat would elimi-

nate 250 million 
Americans, The truth 
needs to come out," 
Sneiderman conclud
ed. "It will always be 
necessary to write 
about the Holocaust". 
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Text of 
Holoclcaust Memorai Day proclamation 

A copyy of the Holocaust Memorial Day 
procIammation approved for the second year in 
a row atat the Manitoba Legislature. The text 
reads aSls follows: 

Province of Manitoba 
Holocaust Memorial Day 

WHEREAS the Holocaust refers to the delib
erate and planned destruction of European Jews 
by the Nazis and their collaborators before and 
during World War II, and 

WHEREAS the six million Jewish men, 
women and children perished under this 
policy of hatred and genocide, and 

WHEREAS millions of other people were vic
tims of that policy of hatred and 
genocide because of their physical or mental 
disabilities, race, religion or sexual orientation, 
and 

WHEREAS we must never forget the terrible 
destruction and pain of the Holocaust, 
and 

WHEREAS Holocaust Memorial Day (Yom 
Hashoah) was established to remember, 
honour and commemorate the victims of that 
genocide, and 

WHEREAS this day shall also provide an 
opportunity to consider other instances 
involving human rights abuses and the systemic 
destruction of peoples, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT KNOWN THAT 
WE DO HEREBY PROCLAIM April 20, 2001, 
as determined by the Jewish lunar 
calendar, as HOLOCAUST MEMORI
AL DAY (YOM HASHOAH) and we do 
commend thoughtful observance of this day to 
all citizens of our province. 
Gary Doer 
Premier of Manitoba 

Becky Barrett 
Minister respon
sible for multi
culturalism 


