
" 

. ; 

~ 4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, Ap:Jril 25, 2001 

Editorial/ comment 

Yom Ha' Atzmalllt, 2001:Clouds on horizon 

I srael celebrated its 53rd birthday April 26. 
But events in the Middle East last week 
showed that the decades-long battl~ for peace 

in that troubled part of the world is far from over. 
The relatively-new Israeli governmlent autho

rized an attack on a Syrian radar ilnstallation 
deep inside Lebanon. That came in nesponse to 
Bezbollah, the Lebanese Shiite militiia, moll nt
ing a cross-border attack into northlern Israel, 
and killing an Israeli soldier there. 

Less than 24 hours later, Israeli tanks and 
armored personnel carriers rolled into the Gaza 
Strip, cutting it into three sections an(CI seizing a 
tactically important area in the strip',; southeast 
corner. 

Palestinians had fired mortars from there April 
16 on the Israeli town of Sderot - th~ir deepest 
penetration into Israel since the renewed 
Palestinian Intifada began last September. 

.J u.s;. ~ocrot.,ry nf State Colin Powell-tlescribed 
'the Israel Defence Force's (lOr's) move back 
into the Gaza Strip asa response to Palestinian 
mortars as "excessive and disproportionate." 

But Palestinian Authority spokespersons 
crowed that the IDF retreat was humiliating for 
Israel, and resumed mortar attacks on taroets 
within Israel's pre- I 967 borders, . 0 

Last year at this time, Israelis and Diaspora 
Jews looked forward to a breakthrouah in the 

. 0 
seemingly never-ending Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process. 

But since the Camp David summit, last July, 
it's become apparent that even a nearly full 
Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories 
in exchange for peace won't be enough. Israel 
would also have to accept the impossible to sat
isfy the PA and the rest of the Arab world - reset
tlement of several million Palestinian refugees 
on land in the tiny Jewish state. 

As Israel embarks on its 54th year under a 
more hardline government, the future remains 
clouded, and full peace appears more unlikely 
t~an it has been in years. Jews everywhere can 
only hope that by Yom Ha'iltzmaut, 2002, the 
tension hasn't erupted into yet another devastat
ing, all-out Arab-Israeli war. 
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Deployment, withdrawal of troops from Gaza sends message to Arab world 
'-.J • IDF can besentin, whenever necessary 

H ours after announcing that his troops 
might stay indefinitely in the Beit

. .. .Hannun area of the Gaza Strip the Israel 
Defence Force (lDF) commander there ordered 
his men to return to Israel. The move was 
expected, not only because of the criticism of the 
latest operation by the Bush Adminislration, but 
BEHINDTHEHEADLINES also, becau~ of what 

seems to be 1 return to 
the strike-and-punish
strategy carried out by 
Israel in the early '70s. 

Some expessed puz
zlement ove' the com

YORAM HAMZRACHI mander's elrly state-
ment, but nost ana

lysts, and especially those who unders:and Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon and his ninister of 
Defence, Benyamin Ben-Eliezer, exr:ected such 
a..~~.\r~,.~.r3:hi~£€F t·kst·s·}ieh! cornw.Jnder is not 
a policy maker, and that the decision as to 
whether to stay or to evacuate any t{"~tory may 
be changed by the hour, and lies w h the go v-
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An IDF tank near Nahal Oz April 6, dose to 
the Gaza Strip_ Copyright: /srallet. 

ernment. 
The importance of the "invasion" of the Gaza 

Strip lies, therefore, not in the statement of an 
officer, but in the decisionmaking process of the 
civilian authority. During his long career as a 
s~ldier and a politician, Sharon witnessed many 
~Ithdrawals from occupied ground, realizing the 
Importance of teaching the opponent a lesson 
and at the same time, satisfying public opinion at 
home. 
H~ und~rsta.nds the need to maintain a good 

relatIOnshIp WIth the State Department and show 
that the IDF is flexible, disciplined and fully 
controlled, a force capable of striking and with
drawing and striking again. 
Shar?n'~ strategic philosophy was always to 

keep hiS rivals on edge, close to losing their bal
ance, saving the final coup-de-grace for the right 
moment. By attacking the Beit Hannun area the 
Israeli government showed the Palestinians 'that 
the II?F can be launched whenever necessary, 
espeCially when towns inside Israel are under 
attack. He also raised the level of escalation 
showing the Palestinians, the Arab world and 
even Israel's friends, that any raising of the level 
of escalation by the Palestinians will' be 
answered 10 fold. 

Palestinian Authority President Vasser Arafat 
described the latest events'as "madness"; those 
who understand his way of thinking and political 
vocabulary know that by now he is desperate, 

almost without options, knowing that if Israel 
responds to a few mortar bombs fired into her 
territory from Gaza by a thrust into his territory, 
the response for a more deadly attack will be a 
repetition of this tactic; that cou'ldescalate to a 
possible new occupation of territoriesaiven to 
the Palestinian authority; and even war.' e . 

A similar message was sent' last week to' the 
Syr!ans when the IDF attacked and destroyed a 
Synan radar station positioned in Lebanon, close 
to ~he Beirut-Damascus highway. This anti
Synan att~ck ca~e as a response to the killing of 
a~ IsraelI .soldler by the Syrian-sponsored 
Hlzbullah; It was a messaoe not only to the 
Sy~ians, but also to other Arab governments, 
te~IIng them that the Israeli government is deter
milled to elevate the level of its retaliation, and if 
necessary, operate on two fronts. 

In 1978, after a period of mounting terrorist 
attacks, the Israeli response to the so-called 
"country club massacre", when Palestinian ter
rorists took a busload of Israelis hostage a. 
?ram.a which ended at the country club r;ad r 
JunctIOn near Tel Aviv, Israel launched the Litani 
operation penetrating deep into south Lebanon 
creating the former S~curity Belt and retreating 

., only weeks later, handlllg over some of the areas 
to a UN Interim Force (UNIFIL). Arafat was at 
the Palestinian helm then, and also in 1982 
when Israel's response to mounting terrori~t 
attacks was the fullscale invasion of Lebanon 
and a confrontation which locked in battle not 
onl~ Israelis and Palestinians, but also Israel and 
SYria. 

The decisive messages, to the Palestinians and 
to the Syrians, show that if necessary, the Sharon 
gov~rnment ~ill authorize stronger measures, 
retalIatory actIOns, fully understanding the dan
ger of a larger regional conflict. By doing so 
Sharon passed the ball to the Arabs and to the 
Americans, challenging them to find 'an immedi
ate solution to prevent further escalations and 
war, probably hoping that they will do whatever 
they can to curb terrorist attacks and to control 
fa~tions w!thin the Palestinian camp' 'or . the 
Hlzbul!ah In .Le~llnon:. It js clear ,to tne.State 
Depart.ment. ~hat: It can .rest~ain lsrael. o.niy u,p'to 
a certain p.OI~t,and that it.is. importanttQ restraiil 
the Palestll1lans ·and the. Hi~bbulah, in· order to 
stop what Arafat calls "madness".. .' ' .• ,' 
(Cont. on page S. See ''Yoram Hamizraehi".) 
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Independence Day nostalgia 
Former U.S. Jews recall their contributions to Israel 

ith the approach of 
Independence Day, gold
en-agers here are apt to 

turn to one another and ask: "Do 
you remember when ... ?" For as the 
State celebrates yet another birth
day, they tend to think back to the 
time when they and Israel were a 
good bit younger. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

T his 
year I had 
my own 
night of 
nostalgia 
a few 
wee k s 
before 

Independence Day when I invited a 
bunch of old friends to join in a cel
ebration of the 50th anniversary of 
my aliyah. Some were people I had 
initially met in Los Angeles 
Habonim in the mid-40s, when I 
was first bitten by the Zionist bug. 
At the time, as they reminded me, 
we participated in endless ideolog
ical discussions and became enthu
siastic devotees of what we called 
Palestinian songs and dances, even 
though their origins, for the most 
part, were in Eastern Europe rather 
than the Middle East. 

Despite the fanciful stories we 
heard from shlichim, two of whom 
were at the reunion, we didn't 
know what was really going on in 
the land of our dreams. This didn't 
prevent us, however, from pro
claiming our determination "to 
board a freighter bound for our 
homeland Palestine, where we will 
work all day and dance all nigl'\t 
long." 

Meanwhile we lived out our fan
tasies during the summer in camps 
modeled on kibbutzim. As one of 
the people present recalled: "We 

'not only had a kibbutz-style dining 

Yoram Hamizrachi 
(Cont. from page 4.) 

An Independence Day celebra
tion in Israel: Time to reminisce. 
/srallet photo. 

.' hall but also regular rounds of 
Jgvara dvt),. However, since thoro 

were no Arabs preparing to attack 
our 'settlement' in the hills of 
southern California, and since it 
was usual for a boy and girl to go 
on patrol together, we learned more 
about the attractions of the op'posite 
sex than about military matters." 

Habonim members grew intellec
tually as well. A fellow who 
belonged to my particular group 
told us how amazed he was to dis
cover - on joining it - that there 
were actually kids who spent their 
time talking about Herzl and Marx 
rather than the achievements of the 
Los Angeles Angels (the local pro
fessional baseball team) and 'their 
football counterparts, the Los 
Angeles Rams. 

Also in that room a few weeks 
ago were people who had been with 
me on the SS Laguardia, the 
American Express liner that took 
me to Haifa, as well as others who 
had served with me in the Israel 
Army, lived with me at Kibbutz 
Urim, met me when I was with the 
Israel Government Press Office at 
the Eichmann Trial, worked with 
me at the Weizmann Institute or 

come into contact with 
me in my four decades 
as a columnist. 

Arabs, and especially those encouraged by the 
second Intifada, believing that they can turn 
their animosity towards Israel into open hostili
ty. Sharon proved that he sticks to his reputation 
as "the Bulldozer", a leader who believes that an 
iron fist is a legitimate political tool and, if nec
essary, he will use all possible legal measures to 
indicate to Israeli Arabs the wisdom of restraint. 

The overall feeling of 
the 60-and-70-year 
olds who were there 
that evening was that 
they had done some
thing with their lives. 
In the words of a par
ticipant: "Sure, we 
don't have as many 
cars and swimming 
pools as our friends 
who remained behind 
in the United States and 
this isn't exactly the 
kind of country we 
dreamed about in our 
youth. But we are 
extremely proud of our 
modest contribution to 
the fact that Israel is 
about to celebrate the 
53rd anniversary of its 
establishment. " 

One clear message conveyed was Sharon's 
decision not to remove General Elik Ron, police 
chief in the north. Israeli Arabs accuse him of 
brutality last fall, when he reacted swiftly to 
Israeli Arab demonstrations in the Nazareth 
area. The former Israeli minister of police 
promised Arab politicians that Ron would be 
removed if then-prime minister Ehud Barak 
won the election. That didn't happen. 

Israeli Arabs, Palestinians, Syrians, and defi
nitely most of the Israeli public continue to 
watch the changes in the government's defence 
policy asking themselves how far The Bulldozer 
w,ill go: Not kilowyng the answer may be 
Sharon's most effectIve weapon," 

The writer, a' Winnipegger, was born and 
raised in Isrdel and, served as a lieutenant
colonel in the Israel Defence Force. 

The writer lives in 
Rehovot, Israel. 
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Is there an Arab 
'Peace Now' movement? 

Search turned out to be 'fruitless' 

onspicuous in Israel's politi
cal arena is a small but artic
ulate and highly vociferous 

group which is loosely called the 
peace movement. Its advocates call 
for surrender to Palesti nian 
demands in the naive belief that 
this will lead to the much-desired 
peace. It has been commented that 
the noisy activity of this group 
leads the Arabs to believe that the 
Israelis are divided among them
selves, and that intensification of 
the terror and violence will ulti
mately lead to Israeli collapse. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

In a 
democra
cy, all 
expres
sions of 
opinion 
may be 
heard. 
Perhaps 

there is some justification for the 
views of this minority. Perhaps, if 
there is a si milar peace-loving 
movement on the other side, we 

. might find common ground on 
which to build. And so, over a peri
od of many months, we have made 
a determined effort to seek out par
allel groups or individuals among 
the Palestinians. 

The search has been fruitless, but 
here and there one does find 
expressions of an attempt at moder
ation, though far from the spirit 
which motivates the Israeli 
peaceniks. We summarize some of 
them here. 

One recent indication revolved 
around the plans to hold a 
Holocaust denial conference in 
Beirut, at which hatred of the Jews 
could find full expression. Fourteen 
Arab intellectuals from various 
Moslem states, including 
Palestinians, issued a statement 
denouncing the plan and called for 
its cancellation. The Lebanese gov
ernment banned the conference on 
the grounds, as stated by Premier 
Rafik Hariri, that "we are looking 
for the future. We are looking to 
establish a better climate." 

Since early April, Jordan has 
banned rallies in support of the 
Intifada, and has arrested 
Palestinian agitators who sought to 
stir up anti-Israel demonstrations. 

One hears occasional voices· 
questioning Palestinian policies. 
Dr. Fahed AI-Fanek, a columnist in 
the Jordanian daily AI-Rai, calls for 
flexibility and compromise. "It is 
entirely clear," he w ri tes, "that the 
Palestinian side has made a mistake 
by missing a rare opportunity that 
may never return," referring to 
Barak's offers at Camp David. 

"In the last century," he adds, 
"there has been a sequence of 
opportunities that the leaders of the 

Young Palestinians throwing 
stones: The Peace Now move
ment has no counterpart in the 
Arab world, Carl Alpert writes. l .. 
/srallet photo. 

Palesti nian people rejected ... 
Those who missed these opportuni
ties bear the responsibility for the 
failure. " 

A rare human rights activist 
among the Palestinians,. Bassem 
Eid, has urged a cessation of the 
shooting and a return to the peace 
process. Palestinian violence is 
counter-productive, he told the 
BBC, where his views were not 
welcome. The signed agreements 
with Israel, he went on, were to 
"end the conflict" via a process of 
talks, not shooting. 

Questions are being asked as to 
why the Arabs are neglecting vital 
issues of concern to them. "Rarely 
does someone talk about the need 
to achieve investments, to stop the 
emigration of youth (out of the 
Arab world), about educating the 
youth to have the qualifications 
demanded by the global economy, 
about the development of regional 
water resources, about freedom, 
about the status of women, etc.", 
wrote columnist Hazem Saghia in 
the London based Arabic daily, AI
Hayat. Even if the Palestinians had ,
regained land from Israel, he con
tinued, we would only have made it 
"into a windswept desert, and we 
would have achieved national lib
eration only to move our legs in full 
freedom in a river whose water has 
dried out." 

Ridha Hilal, a liberal columnist 
in the Egyptian government-spon
sored daily Al-Ahram, bemoans the 
fact that calls for democracy and· 
economic prosperity have given 
way to the slogan, "No voice 
should rise above the voice of bat
tle" as if, Hilal says, "we are forev
er doomed to wallow in the mud of 
violence, dictatorshi p and poverty." 

In the Israeli Arab city of Shfar
Am, when a group of headstrong 
youth sought to demolish the 
ancient synagogue there, the Arab 
caretaker, Mohammad Jaffari, with 
the full backing of Mayor Ursan 
Yassin, banished them and protect
ed the building. 

Alas, voices like these are faint 
and few and far between. 

The writer lives in Haifa, Israel. 


