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u.s=! world Jewish news 

Behind the headlines 

Jews mute reaction to Powell blast 
after u.s. assurance it's stillpro-Israel 
By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - Jewish groups 
might have been ex
pected to react strongly 
to Secretary of State 
Colin Powell's criti
cism of Israeli military 
reprisals in the Gaza 
Stripas "excessive and 
disproportionate" - yet 
few organizations took 
the administration to 
task for the harshest 
American language 

COLIN POWELL, 
Secretary of State: 
Harshest language 
against Israel in some 
time.' 

At U.S. Holocaust museum, 
Bush pays homage to victims 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - President Bush stood 
with his wife in front of an eternal flame honoring 
Holocaust victims, and bowed his head. That si
lent moment at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu
seum on April 18 was followed by comments to 
friends, guests and survivors in the museum's 
main hall. Bush called the museum "a testament to 
hope" and said it "bears witness to the best and to 
the worst of the human heart." 

Bush also urged Americans planning to visit 
Washington to come to the museum. "In places 
like this, theevidence has been kept. Without it, 
we might forget the past and we might neglect the 
future," he said. "The stories we have must be 
preserved forever." Bush went on a private tour of 
the museum for more than an hour April 19, 
accompanied by museum officials. 

The museum had invited Bush to tour the mu
seum at any time, but he requested that the visit 
take place the night beforc the official U.S. Holo
caust memorial ceremony at the Capitol rotunda 
April 19. 
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against Israel in quite 
some time. With a few 
notable exceptions, 
Jewish organizations 
let Powell's comment 
slide, choosing to say 
little in a situation that 
might have prompted a 
harsh reaction under 
past administrations. 

The reasons for the 
muted reaction are 
complex, Jewish lead
ers say. For one, 
Powell's comments 
were the first major 
strike against what has 
been asurprisi ngl y 
warm relationship be
tween the Bush admin
istration and Israel un
der new Prime Minis
ter Ariel Sharon. More 
importantly, the Bush 
administration has 
made it clear to key 
Jewish leaders 
through subtle com
ments in private con
vcrsations - that criti
cism of Israeli actions 
may help the United 
States push its Iraq 
policy and gain cred
ibility in the Arab 
world. 

Yet Bush has made 
clear that when push 
comes to shove, 
America stands firmly 
behind Israel, they said. 
"The State Department 
feels an obligation to 
shore up the standing 
of moderate Arab al
lies" - such as Egyptian 
President Hosni 
Mubarak and Jordan's 
King Abdullah - "who 
are under enormous 
pressure by their own 
people in regard to the 
perceived bias in favor 
ofIsrael," said one Jew
ish source, who spoke 
on condition of ano
nymity. "The statement 
the other day was con
structed with an Arab 
audience in mind." 

In private conversa
tions over recent 
months, Bush officials 
had warned American 
Jewish leaders that Is
rael was not exempt 
from American criti
cism. "The assurance 
was that, fundamen
tally, we're stilI there 
and you can count on 
us," said Phil Baum, 
executive director of 
the American Jewish 
Congress. 

u.s. pullout 
from Sinai 

would harm 
stability in 

Mideast 
By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - The Bush ad
ministration seems to be 
reconsidering plans to 
minimize the U.S. pres
ence in the Sinai Penin
sula following strong 
criticism in the United 
States and Middle East. 
News reports two weeks 
ago said U.S. Secretary 
of Defence Donald 
Rumsfeld had broached 
the idea of withdrawing 
U.S. troops from the 
Multinational Force and 
Observers, a peacekeep
ing mission with 1,900 
international troops. 
Rumsfeld suggested the 
idea to Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon 
and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak during 
their recent Washington 
visits. 

The suggestion was 
not . well-received. 
Though Sharon ulti
mately saidhewouldgo 
along with the move, 
both Israel and Egypt 
oppose the withdrawal 
of troops, and U.S. ana
lysts believe the timing 
of a potential pullout is 
wrong. "What concerns 
people the most is the 
timing and the signal it 
sends totheregion about· 
the U.S. involvement," 
said Tamara Wittes, di
rector of programs at the 
Middle East Institute, a 
Wash i ngton -based 
think tank. 

Wittes, noting that 
Rumsfeld's timing was 
probably unintentional, 
said the peacekeeping 
force acts as a deterrent 
to violence. "It's not a 
peace that Egypt pub
licly is committed to," 
she said. "In their stra
tegic planning, the 
Egyptian military and 
Israeli military still view 
each other as adversar
ies." The troops, she 
said, act as a buffer be
tween the two countries, 
and also serve asamoni
toring force, reviewing 
the actions of both 
militaries. 

The United States is 
one of 11 countries par
ticipatingin the mission, 
and currently 860 U,S. 
troops are in Sinai. 

As Britain conducts its census, 
religion question rufflesfeathers 
By RICHARD ALLEN· GREENE 

LONDON (JTA) - For the first time since 1851, 
Britain's census includes a question on religion 
this year. The official bodies of British Jewry 
welcome the question on faith, but some Jewish 
thinkers believe the effort to draw a religious map 
of Britain is seIiously flawed. 

Sociologist Barry Kosmin, director of the Brit
ish-based Institute for Jewish Policy Research, 
warned as far back as 1999 that the question will 
create "a false picture of homogeneity" because it 
fails to distinguish among different Christian 
groups. "One can picture the pie chart already: a 
solid block of undifferentiated Christians taking 
up about 90 per cent of the circle, with tiny slivers 
of exotic, and, for the most part, non-European 
faiths making up the rest," he said. 

The questionnaire "is not a census for a 
multicultural Britain," Kosmin added. "Instead of 
providing the data needed for building the com
munal structures appropriate to diverse local 
populations, it will create a false map of homoge
neity over large areas of the u.K. alongside small, 
'exotic' enclaves." Approximately 285,000 Jews 
live in Britain, out of a total population of some 59 
million. 

II IS I 
Knicks guard apologizes 

NEW YORK (JTA) - New York Knicks bas
ketball player Charlie Ward apologized for telling 
The New York Times Magazine that Jews were 
responsible for the death of Jesus. "I will say again 
that I would never condemn or criticize any group 
or religion. That is not who I am," he said. Ward 
also said he will open a "dialogue" with Yechiel 
Eckstein, the founder and president ofthe Interna
tional Fellowship of Christians and Jews. Despite 
the apology, the American Jewish Congress is 
calling on Florida's secretary of state, Katherine 
Harris, to remove Ward as the official spokesman 
for a state reading program. Meanwhile, Knicks' 
fans booed Ward when he took the court April 22. 
But by the end of the April 22 playoff game against 
the Toronto Raptors, the fans cheered Ward, who 
helped the Knicks win the game. 

ADL: Cincy riots spark Web racism 
NEW YORK (JT A) - The Anti-D~famation 

League has found a marked increase in online 
discussions and postings on racist Web sites as a 
result of the recent black rioting in Cincinnati. 
"The haters predictably are using Cincinnati as a 
rallying call on the Internet to their cohorts or 
anyone else who will listen," said Abraham 
Foxman, the ADL's national director. "The riots 
have become a major focus of the online activity of 
bigots." 

Group meets with Bosnian Jew 
ROME (JT A) - A delegation from the board of 

the American Jewish Joint Distribution Conimit
tee met in Sarajevo on April 23 with Karl 0 Filipovic, 
president of the Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Filipovic, who took up the leadership post six 
weeks ago, thanked the IDC for the aid it provided 
to Bosnia during the 1992-1995 war. The group is 
visiting IDC projects in Bosnia and Croatia, aides 
said. 

Clinton envoy to head think tank 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Edward Walker, the 

current assistant secretary of state for Near Eastern 
affairs, will become the next preSident' of the 
Middle East Institute. Walker, a former ambassa
dor to 'Israel under President Clinton, will take up 
the post at the Washington-based think tank next 
month. -

Israeli news 

T a I k s 
continue 
(Cont. from page 
1.) 

Political observ
ers say Sharon's 
apparent shift is the 
result of pressure 
from the United 
States and the in
ternational com
munity. 

The vigorous 
public intervention 
two weeks ago by 
U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell, 
who demanded that 
Israel end a· mili
tary incursion into 
the Gaza Strip in
tended to root out 
Palestinian mortar 
squads, continues 

Israeli medics carry the body of Dr. Mario Goldin 
from the scene of an explosion at a Kfar Saba bus 
stop on April 22. A suicide bomber detonated his 
explosives at the crowded bus stop during morning 
rush hour traffic, killing himself and one Israeli 
and injuring atleast 40 people. Credit: Brian Hendler/ 
JTA. 

to resonate in the re
gion. Powell called the 
Israeli response to Pal
estinian violence "ex
cessive and dispropor
tionate." Saying there 
could be no military 
solution to the ongoing 

crisis, he urged the two 
sides to return to diplo
macy. 

Israel's political and 
military establishments 
are still arguing over 
whether Powell's re-

"buke prompted the Is-

Israel retaliates in Gaza 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israel fired missiles at 

Palestinian Authority security targets in the Gaza 
Strip. Israeli officials said the ApIiI 24 stIikes 
came in retaliation for mOliar bombs fired at 
Jewish settlements in Gaza. The Palestinians have 
fired more than 30 motiars at Israeli targets in 
Israel and Gaza since April 22, according to the 
Israeli daily Ha'aretz. 

Palestinians cancel talks 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The U.S. State Depart

ment said Israel and the Palestinians had agreed in 
principle to continue security talks after a high
level meeting two weeks ago. However, Palestin
ian officials canceled their participation in talks 
planned for April 24 after Israeli missile strikes in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Sharon: I have plan to c'rush terror 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israeli Prime Minister 

Ariel Sharon said he has a plan to crush Palestinian 
terror and restore security to Israel. Sharon made 
the comment while visiting an army camp April 24 
at Nahal Oz, a kibbutz hit recently by Palestinian 
mortar shells fired from inside the Gaza Strip. 
"But a nation needs to have staying power,'~ Sharon 
added, warning the struggle could be a long one. 

Peres: Violence could harm Ararat 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israeli Foreign Minister 

Shimon Peres warned that ongoing Palestinian 
violence eventually could weaken Palestinian 
Authority President Yasser Arafat' s hold on power. 
During a meeting April 24 with Turkish officials 
in Ankara, Peres said the violence was creating a 
situation in which Arafat controlled only some of 
the armed units operating in areas under Palestin
ian control. Hamas, Islamic Jihad and Hezbollah 
are not under Arafat's control and could threaten 
him, Peres said. 

Palestinians return to Israeli jobs 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Hundreds of Palestin

ian workers returned to their jobs in Israel on April 
24. Israel has issued some 4,000 permits to allow 
Palestinians to work, mostly in orchards. 

rael Defence Force's 
withdrawal from the 
square mile of Gaza it 
had occupied less than 
24 hours before - or 
whether Sharon and 
Defence Minister 
Benjamin Ben-Eliezer 
already had decided to 
pull back. 

But there is no argu
ment that Powell's 
words represented a 
departure for th~ Bush 
administration, which 
previousl y had signaled 
that it would be less 
involved in MiddleEast 
policy than was Presi
dent Clinton. With 
broader regional inter
ests in mind, the Bush 
administration wants to 
show the Arab world 
that it is committed to 
ending the violence and 
putting peace talks back 
on track. That is now 
being made clear to Is
rael. 

Europe, meanwhile, 
is displaying growing 
impatience with the de
teriorating situation in 
the Mideast. France re
portedly is preparing a 
proposal for the Euro
pean Union to threaten 
Israel with economic 
sanctions. While the 
"old Sharon" was con
sidered impervious to 
international opinion, 
as prime minister, 
Sharon is proving anx
ious to avoid gratuitous 
tensions with key inter
national players. 

Po Ii tical observers 
also say that Sharon's 
"no talks under fire" 
policy was a position 
more honored in the 
breach than in the ob
servance. 
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Behind the headlines 

Tax fight over West Bank goods 
only adds to Israel-Europe tension 
By JESSICA STEINBERG 

JERUSALEM(JTA)- When Btit
ish-born Peter Wiseburgh established 
Soda-Club Enterprises in 1991, he 
probably didn't expect to be pati of a 
spat with the European Union over 
Israel's borders. Wiseburgh' s Israeli 
company wanted to export in-home 
carbonation systems that turn tap 
water into sparkling water. 

It chose to establish a production 
plant in a former munitions factory 
in the Mishor Adumim industrial 
zone, which is in the West Bank but 
is often considered part of greater 
Jerusalem. :'We were looking for a 
large factory, and this popped up and 
we took it,". Wiseburgh said. "The 
Israeli government encouraged us to 
go there. Now they have to find some 
reasonable way to overcome what is 
a bureaucratic problem." 

Despite the lack of an Israeli-Pal
estinian peace agreement, it was as
sumed in the early 1990s that West 
Bank products expOlied to the Euro
pean Union would enjoy the tax
exempt status granted other Israeli 
products under the Israel-E.U. free
trade agreement. In 1997, however, 
as Europe adopted an increasingly 
hostile tone toward Benjamin 

Netanyahu's Likud government, the 
European Union effectively defined 
everything across the Green Line -
Israel's border before the 1967 Six
Day War- as Palestinian land. 

Feeding the E.u.'s decision was a 
boycott campaign led by left-wing 
Israeli activists against Israeli prod
ucts made in the West Bank and 
Gaza StIip. Taken together, the steps 
placed Soda Club and dozens of other 
Israeli companies at the center of a 
growing political storm. Israel and 
the European Union agreed to a 10-
month hiatus to settle the question of 
whether West Bank products would 
enjoy the tax-free status given Isra
el's other European exports. That 
period wi II expire at the end of May. 

On May 21, a joint committee on 
the Israel-E.U. association will meet 
in Brussels to discuss, among other 
matters, whether to differentiate be
tween goods prepared in Israel proper 
and those made by Israeli companies 
in the West Bank. Most of the Israeli 
companies in question - whether 
they're growing flowers, developing 
Dead Sea beauty products or produc
ing seltzer-making systems - set up 
shopin the West Bank for the cheap 
and plentiful real estate. 
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