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u.s. Jewish news 

News analysis 

After 100 days in office, Bush gets 
passing grade from Jewish leaders 
By SHARON 
SAMBER 

WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - There has been 
good, there has been 
bad, but so far it hasn't 
gotten that ugly. 

As President Bush 
and his administration 
complete their first 100 
days in office, Jewish 
groups give the new 
president a fair grade, 
but many are still tak
ing a wait-and-see ap
proach. 

While some of its 
steps have angered 
many in the Jewish 
community -notably 
the faith-based initia
tive that would provide 
federal funding to reli
gious groups providing 
social services - the 
Bush administration 
generally has avoided 
major pitfalls on issues 
of concern to Jewish 
organizations. 

On the foreign policy 

GEORGE BUSH, 
U.S. president: 
A voided major pit
falls on Jewish con
cerns. 

front, the White House 
has avoided majorcriti
cism from Jewish 
groups. 

Though he has not 
engaged in the day-to
day involvement in Is
raeli-Palestinian nego
tiations that character
ized the Clinton admin
istration, Bush has not 
disengaged from the 
issue entirely. AndU.S. 
support for Israel in the 
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ABRAHAM 
FOXMAN, national 
director, Anti-Defa
mation League: Bush 
is sensitive to the J ew
ish community. 

United Nations - in
cluding a key veto on a 
Security Council reso
lution to send troops to 
"protect" Palestinians 
from Israel- has hel ped 
the White House win 
favor in the Jewish 
community's eyes. 

On the domestic front, 
Bush has run into a bit 
more trouble, but still 
has managed to keep his 
feet. "All in all, many 
anxieties have not been 
realized," said Abraham 
Foxman, national direc
tor of the Anti -Defama
tion League. 

Foxman noted that 
Bush appears sincere 
about resolving poten
tial problems and is sen
sitive to the Jewish 
community. 

Bush met with Jew
ish leaders in March to 
discuss a yariety of top
ics, and Jewish leaders 
are beginning to find a 
comfort level with 
Bush, Foxman said. 
"There is a willingness 
to engage more with the 
administration," said 
Jason Isaacson, direc
tor of government and 
international affairs for 
the American Jewish 
Committee. 

April 30 will mark 
Bush's first 100 days in 
the White House, the 
traditional checkpoint 
of a new president's 
performar,1Ce"",)ewish 
groups stliI want to give 
Bush a chance to estab
lish himself. 

At the same time, the 
groups also have an in
terest in ingratiating 
themselves with a new 
WhiteHouse that might 
look to them later for 
input and lend an ear to 
their concerns. 

Focus on issues 

Intermarriage'survey has 'ominous' news 
for Jewish continuity,AJCommittee says 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JTA) 
- Jewish women who 
are intermarried create 
much more Jewishly 
identified households 
than do Jewish men 
married to non-Jews. 
But regardless of 
whether the mother is 
Jewish, most interfaith 
families - even those 
raising their children as 
Jews - incorporate sub
stantial Christian cel
ebrations into their 
lives, often including 
more Christian aspects 
as the couple and their 
children ·age. And de
spite the conventional 
wisdom that intermar
riage is inevitable in an 
open society,. Jews 
whose parents encour
age them to marry 
within the faith are more 
likely to do so than those 
whose parents did not 
express an opinion on 
intermarriage. 

These are some of the 
assertions of a new 
American Jewish Com
mittee study on inter
married families in 
which the non-Jewish 
spouse has not con
verted. Based on exten
si ve interviews with 
254 people from 127 
households, the study 
offers a glimpse into 
howintermarriedfami
lies - particularly ones 
that are raising their 
children exclusively as 
Jews balance 
Jewishness with the 
competing pull of the 
non-J ewi sh spouse's 
background and fam
ily. 

The participants lived 
in New England, New 
Jersey, Denver and At
lanta. But because it 
relies on information 
from a relatively small 
sample of families, and 
because it supplies am
munition to those 
strongly opposed to in
termarriage - including 
a national "in-mar
riage" coalition formed 
by the AJCommittee -
the study likely will be 
greeted with skepticism 
from advocates of in
termarried outreach. 
Responses to the study 
could not be obtaine.d 
early last week because 
it was provided early to 
the media on condition 

that the findings not be 
disclosed to anyone 
until the study is offi
cially released at the 
AJCommittee's board 
meeting May 3. 

The AJCommittee 
says the study proves 
that "the dynamics of 
Jewish identity within 
mixed marriage are par
ticularly ominous for 
Jewish continuity," and 
that theJewish commu
nity needs to be more 
aggressive in promot
ing in-marriage. 
Months before the 
study was completed, 
the AJCommittee 
formed its coalition 
promoting in-marriage, 
and one of its members 
- Jack Wertheimer, the 
provost of the Con-

servative movement's 
Jewish Theological 
Seminary - published 
an essay critiquing 
outreach to the inter
married in the March 
issue of Commentary 
magazine. 

For years, Jewish 
leaders have divided 
into "inreach" and 
"outreach" camps on 
intermarriage - those 
who say scarce re
sources should be used 
to strengthen the Jew
ish commitments of 
people already engaged 
in Jewish life as op
posed to those who sup
port efforts welcoming 
intermarried families 
and encouraging their 
involvement in the Jew
ish community, 

New surveys put intermarriage 
on agenda of many Jewish groups 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JT A) - A new American Jewish 
Committee study is part of a flurry of research 
coming out on intermarried Jews. The National 
Jewish Population Survey, a comprehensive sur
vey of more than 3,000 Jews slated for release this 
!all, has "s.ignifi?antly" increased questioning about 
mtermamage since the 1990 version of the study. 

In addition to asking how important it is to Jews 
to marry within the faith, the new version of the 
population survey also asks about specific Jewish 
educational experiences of Jews who intermarry 
and asks for details about how children of 
intermarriages are raised. 

The Wilstein Institute of Jewish Policy Studies 
recently began work on a five-year longitudinal 
study of interfaith couples and their children in 
Boston, St. Louis, North Carolina and the San 
Francisco Bay Area. "We're looking to assess 

. how these families relate to the Jewish commu
nity," said Rabbi Zachary Heller, the institute's 
associate director. "Are they turned on, are they 
turned off and by what?" he continued. "What in 
their experience as they go on either draws them 
nearer to Judaism and the Jewish community and 
what is it that may put them off?" 

In the coming months, the Jewish Outreach 
Institute will be issuing a series of studies measur
ing t~e impact of various efforts - including many 
that It has funded - to welcome intermarried fami
lies into the Jewish community. The first such 
study, on an outreach program in San Francisco, 
fo.und the program had doubled synagogue affili
atIOn rates among participants. Together with 
Lights in Action - a Jewish student organization -
the Jewish Outreach Institute recently surveyed 
college students whose parents are intermarried. 

While participation was voluntary - and there
fore some participants may have been more likely 
to respond positively to a Jewish survey - the 
survey found that all but 10 of the 205 respondents 
identified unambiguously as Jews. About half the 
students said they were reared in both their Jewish 
and no~-Jewish heritages, and more than 75 per
cent said personal family relationships with par
ents, grandparents and siblings were not adversely 
affected by growing up in an interfaith family. 
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World Jewish news 

Minister's embrace of Hezbollah 
enrages France's Jewish community 
By JOSHUA SCHUSTER 

PARIS (JTA) - A series of sharp verbal ex
changes between French and Israeli diplomats has 
prompted Jewish leaders here to criticize the French 
government. 

The most recent cause for alarm in bilateral 
relations ~hat seem to be deteriorating quickly 
came dunng French Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine's weekend. visit to Lebanon and Syria, 
where he made pOinted remarks criticizina the 
Israeli government. to 

,On several occasions, Vedrine took the opportu
ntty to denounce the "aggressive politics" of Is
raeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. At the same 
time, Vedrine appeared to support Hezbollah as a 
legitimate resistance movement. Hezbollah has 
continued attacking Israel even after the Israeli 
withdrawal from southern Lebanon last May, cit
ing the continued occupation of Shabaa Farms, a 
part of the Golan Heights that Israel conquered 
from Syria in 1967. 

Vedrine supported Hezbollah's demand that Is
rael withdraw from Shabaa Farms - despite re
peated statements by UN officials that the land is 
not Lebanese and that Israel's withdrawal from 
Lebanon is complete. French Jewish leaders con
demned Vedrine's statements. 

"We cannot accept that France would recognize 
Hezbollah as a resistance movement," said Chaim 
Musicant, executive director of CRIF, the um
brella group of secular French Jewish organiza
tions. "Hezbollah is a movement against the Is
raeli people. It is not a resistance movement." 

Iran tops terror list 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Iran continues to top 

the list of countries accused of state-sponsored 
terrorism, according to the U.S. State Depart
ment's annual report on global terrorism. Re
leased April 30, the report includes Israel's accu
sation that Palestinian Authority forces take partin 
terror attacks against Israeli targets. Department 
officials said the inclusion of the Israeli viewpoint 
shows the United States believes the accusations 
have merit. 

Sinai pullout worries group 
WASHINGTON (JT A) - Americans for Peace 

Now wrote to Secretary of Defence Donald 
Rumsfeld, urging the Pentagon to "consider broad 
U.S. interests" before deciding to remove U.S. 
peacekeepers stationed in the Sinai. "The elimina
tion of U.S. participation" in the international 
force "could have a negative impact" on "stability 
along the Israeli-Egyptian border, which is par~ 
ticularly important at a time of heightened tension 
in the Middle East," the letter stated. 

More jail time in British vote fraud? 
LONDON (JTA) - Six British legislators called 

for harsher sentences for a pair of fervently Ortho
dox local government politicians convicted of 
vote fraud last month. Isaac Leibowitz, of the 
Conservative Party, was sentenced to six months 
in prison, while Liberal Democrat Zev Lieberman 
was given four months. The six Labor legislators 
asked the attorney general to file an appeal seeking 
longer sentences f9r the two. 

JDe ~pells Kiev. education forum 
MOSCOW (JT A) -- A th~ee-dayq:mference on 

Jewisl1cducationjnUkraine began April 30 in 
Kiev. The conference, sp<?ns()red by the American 
Jewish JointDistribution Committee, brouglitto
gether some 250 people teaching at the presch()ol 
to university level in both secular and re!.igious 
school systems. '. 

News analysis 
, Tehran seeks 

role as hub 
for anti-Israel 

militant 
groups 

By GIL SEDAN 
JERUSALEM 

(JTA) - As the United 
States and other West
ern powers try to re
duce Israeli-Palestinian 
tensions, Iran moved 
last week to fan the 
flames. In a bid to be
come the hub for anti
Israel activities, Iran 
invited Arab terror 
groups - including 
Hamas, Hezbollah and 
Islamic Ji had - to a two
day meeting in Tehran 
to coordinatc strategy 
against Israel. The view 
from Tehran is that the 
anti-Israeli front should 
intensify its activities 
to take advantage of 
Israel's present "state 
of instability and weak
ness." 

The conference 
brought together a 
who's who of Israel's 
enemies, yet it was 
greeted with relati ve 
indifference by Israeli 
officials. As far as they 
are concerned, Iran's 
role as a backer of mili
tant groups has been 
cIearforsome time. Just 
the same, the militant 
powwow represented 
something of a success 
for Tehran. 

A non-Arab country, 
Iran has for years tried 
to shift the focus of the 
struggle against Israel 
from the Arab world to 
the broader Islamic 
world, and has posi
tioned itself as Israel's 
archenemy. 

Until now, many 
Muslim countries have 
distanced themselves 
from Iran and its fun
damentalist regime. 
At a conference of Is
lamic states last No
vember, for example, 
Iran failed to get the 
attendees to take steps 
to isolate Israel on the 
world stage. 

Last week, however, 
lawmakers from 30 Is
lamic countries - in
cluding Lebanon, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatarand 
Yemen - attended the 
conference. In an arti
cle last week, the 
Tehran Times made the 
goals ofIranian leaders 
clear: 
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Russian fascist'S troubling cry: 
"Eurasia Above All" is his platform 
By LEV 
GORODETSKY 

anti-Semitic newspa
per Zavtra. Dugin, 40, 
says he possesses "i n
telligence information 
that agents of the CIA 
are now working in the 
Chechen opposition." 
Dugin repeatedly 
stresses his admiration 
for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin - and 
what he calls Putin' s 
ideological affinity for 

MOSCOW (JT A) -
A new fascist group in 
Russia is arousing the 
concerns of some Jews 
- and, apparently, the 
support of other ones. 
"Eurasia Above All," 
cried out Alexander 
Dugin at a conference 
two weeks ago of the 
All-Russian Political 
Movement Eurasia in 
Moscow. 

VLADIMIR PUT IN, the values of Dugin's 
Russian president: movement. 
Leaderofthenewfas- For a number of The cry was the Rus

sian equivalent of 
"Deutschland uber 
alles," a slogan often 

cistpartyadmireshim years, Dugin was seen 
and his goals. as a marginal figure, but 

used by the Nazis at their rallies. The 
conference attracted 300 participants 
from across Russia, including Rus
sia's two top Muslim leaders. The 
group preaches an anti-liberal and 
anti-Western ideology, drawing on a 
long tradition in Russia that has cham
pioned the idea of Russi a' s "unique
ness." 

Whatis particularly alarming, some 
observers say, is the movement's 
leader: Until recently, Dugin was a 
leading figure in the ultranationalist, 

his position asa legis
lative aide to the speaker of the Rus
sian Parliament means he now has 
established a mainstream foothold, 
said Micah Naftalin, the national di
rector of the Union of Councils for 
SovietJews. "AlthoughDugin's writ
ings are not explicitly anti-Semitic, 
his past affili ations with anti-Semitic 
extremist groups like Pamyat" - a 
Russian neo-fascist group that peaked 
in popularity in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s - are alarming, Naftalin 
said. 
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