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Books 

Growing up on'the'Canadian Prairies 
lack Kates' autobiography a humorous look at a vanished world 

JACK KATES, Don't back of the store, and educational research 
You Know It's 40 Be- eked out a livelihood. studies, and the widely-
low? Published by But he was "independ- used high school and 
Seal Press, Cyprus, California, 6505 ent". By the early college textbook, You 
Saluit Street, 90630 1930's, there was at Can Learn to Write, 
U.S.A. Copyright least one Jewish gen- which sold 50,000 cop-
2000 by Jack Kates. eralstorekeeperinprac- ies. Kates w~s also an 
Review by SAM tically every hamlet, editor, advertising ex-
TRACHTENBERG village and town on the ecutive and publisher. 
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I n 1912, Leib Katz 
and his younger sis
ter, Bessie, fol

lowed his older broth-

Yom Yerushalayim greetings to all our friends & (ustomers 

ers David and Moishe 
and emigrated to 
Canada, where Anglo 
immigration officers 
gave him the name 
Louis. In 1922, at age 
35, Louis married 
Raizell Izen, a 20-year
old newly-arrived im
migrant from Poland. 
From the union of these 
two, Jack Kates' story 
spnngs. 
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This book is a series 
of recollections about 
the first 18 years of his 
life in a tiny village in 
the 1930s and '40s. 

Yom Yerushalayim Greetings to 
Jewish Community and Klal Israel 

Kates' home commu
nity ofShiho, Saskatch
ewan, a farming vil
lage, had about 70 fami
lies totalling 350 peo
ple, andLeib Katz ran a 
general store there. 

Jack Kates has writ-

"FAMOUS OLD COUNTRY BAKING & CATERING" 

ten a humorous, heart
warming, historic and 
nostalgic memoir about 
this only family ofJew
ish immigrant store
keepers in a tiny Cana-

247 Selkirk Ave. 204582-2364 
"Famous for quality and cleanliness for 64 years" 
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JACK KATES: His 
descriptions of Jew
ish Prairie life in the 
1930s and 40s are high 
artistry. 

dian village during the 
Great Depression and 
World War II. It is the 

Canadian Prairies - a He .Iives in Cypress, 
300-mile-wide and California with his 
1,000-mile-Iong corri- wife, Marilyn, of 32 
dorrunning east to west 
- from Lake Winnipeg 
to the Rocky Moun
tains. 

Today, the Jewish 
general storekeepers 
are gone. Only theirsto
ries linger in the memo-

years. 
Much of the story is 

told through the eyes of 
an innocent youngster, 
who excitedly shares 
with the reader his nu-

author's tribute to the ries of their surviving 

merous adventures and 
impressions, including 
his passion for the 
rhythms of nature. Great Canadian Prai

ries - where he was born 
and raised - and also a 
literary microcosm of 
that world whfch no 
longer exists. 

JEWS AND THE 
SETTLEMENT OF 
THE CANADI~N 

PRAIRIES 
Most of the Jewish 

immigrants to Canada 
settled in the cities. 
However, for many 
who were unable to 
earn a livelihood in the 
city, there was one pos
sible solution. Move to 
the "country" and open 
up a general store. Wi th 
a few hundred dollars 
and the help of whole
salers who extended 
them credit, they were 
in busirtess. 

Along with the gen
eral store came the be
ginnings of a commu
nity. And no one was 
more crucial to the de
velopment of the com
munity than the store
keeper. He not only 
served the community, 
he was its centre; he 
extended longterm 
credit to his customers 
without any interest. 
Without the general 
storekeeper, the Prai
ries - and perhaps the 
West - could not have 
been developed. 

At least one general 
store in the community' 
was usually small and 
operated by a Jewish 
immigrant. Often he 
lived upstairs or in the 

offspring. 
This is the story of 

one of those children. 
Kates' book is more 

than just an autobiog
raphy. The book intro
duces us to the world of 
Jewish culture, and par
ticularly Jewish humor. 
Kates' descriptions of 
how kosher food must 
be served and of Jew
ish families gathering 
for the High Holy days 
(often from more than 
100 miles away) are 
paradigms of high art
istry. They are hilari
ous and poignant - de
scri ptions of an era now 
rapidly being forgotten. 

Jack Kates was born 
and reared on the Ca
nadian Prairies, where 
he lived for 27 years 
before emigrating to the 
United States. His writ
ing career includes: 
teacher, college profes
sor, international con
sultant (Founder and 
Director of Interna
tional Association of 
Writing Teachers 
1975-81), author of 
numerous articles and 

Kates' portrayal of 
historical events, in
cluding the Great De
pression and World 
War II, takes the reader 
back in time to how 
these occurrences were 
perceived by some of 
the people who were 
immediately involved. 
The chapter dealing 
with the war's impact 
on his village is per
sonal- narrated through 
the boy's eyes. 

The scope of Kates 
book is indicated by 
chapter titles like "Our 
Town", "My First Car 
Ride" and "Early Fam
ily Doctors". 

Kates' story is re
called in tranquillity -
in cheerfulness, in 
gratitude, and at times 
in sadness - in the sun
set of his life. 

The reviewer is a re
tired professor of pub
lic policy at the Uni
versity of Manitoba alld 
of public administra
tion at the University of 
Wi1lllipeg. 
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Canadian Jewish news 

Joe Shoctor remembered 
in Edmonton 

By NEIL LOOMER 
EDMONTON - Joe 

Shoctor, the man cred
ited with founding one 
of Canada' s leading 
professional theatres, 
passed away April 19 
in Edmonton at age 78. 
While the Edmonton 
media focused mainly 
on the Citadel Theatre 
which he founded in 
1965, and the key role 
he played in blinging 
the Edmonton Eskimos 
into the Canadi an Foot

JOE SHOCTOR: 
One of the foundel's 
of Edmonton Eskimos 
and the city's Citadel 
Theatre. 

ball League in 1949, theJewish communitY,moums 
the loss of one of its most active members. 

Shoctormost recently was the building chair for 
the new Beth Israel Synagogue, Edmonton's mod
em Orthodox congregation. He is also remem
bered for fund raising campaigns he led through
out the Prairie provinces following the 1967 Six 

. Day War and the 1973 Yom Kippur War in the 
middle east. 

In one of the two eulogies delivered at Shoctor's 
funeral in the Beth Israel Synagogue, this writer 
noted that Joe's father, Morris, arrived in Edmon
ton in 1911, sponsored by the first member of the 
Jewish community and a distant cousin, Abe 
Cristal!. He established a scrap business that al
lowed him to become an early supporter of the 
burgeoning Jewish community. 

Morris's youngest son, Joe, developed an early 
interest in the performing arts at Victoria High 
School, where, together with fellow students that 
included Arthur Hiller and Leslie Neilsen, he 
pt:9duced, directed and acted in school produc
tions. While studying for his Arts and Law degrees 
at the University of Alberta, he produced concerts 
in Alberta and Saskatchewan for groups such as 
the Inkspots, the Freddy Martin Band and The 
Happy Gang. He dabbled in acting in Hollywood, 
and later in life considered moving toNew York to 
produce shows on Broadway but he found his 
greatest success in Edmonton where he left an 
indelible mark on the city. 

He not only was part of the group that founded 
the Eskimos in 1949, but was the play-by-play 
man and half-time show producer, remembered 
for running up and down the sidelines at games 
calling the acti on while dressed in a fur coat. Earl y 
in his law career his investments in the fledgling 
Alberta oil industry allowed him to pursue his 
dream of bringing professional theatre to Edmon
ton. 
. In 1965 he convinced some fellow investors to 

buy and refurbish an old Salvation Army building, 
resulting in the creation of Canada's largest re
gional theatre company. Under his guidance, the 
Citadel moved to a new building in 1976, and now 
encompasses three stages, a theatre school and an 
indoor atrium. The largest auditorium, with 1800 
seats, is named in his honor. The theatre complex 
is built across the street from the former site of his 
father's junkyard and on the site of the old city 
market where his father had a chicken and egg 
stand. 

Shoctor is survived by his wife, Kayla, sons Ian 
and Marshall, daughter Naomi, his sister Eva 
Gorasht and two grandchildren. 

Reprinted with permission, Edmonton Jewish 
Life. 

CIC outraged over murders 
OTTAWA - Joseph 

Wilder of Winnipeg, na
tional chair of the 
Canada-Israel Commit
tee, expressed Canadian 
Jewry's outrage over the 
murder of two teenaged 
residents of the Gush 
Etzion community of 
Tekoa. 

The two 14-year-old 
boys disappeared yester
day while hiking about 
700 metres from their 
homes. (See story on 
page l.) After an al1'
night search, their 
bound, stoned and muti
lated bodies were dis
covered in a cave. Pre
liminary investigations 
suggest that the murder 
was apparently a' spon
taneous act committed 
by groups of Arabs who 
came upon the two boys 
and decided to attack 
them. 

"Our first thoughts, as 
always, are with the 
families of the victims, 
and indeed, with all the 
peopleofIsrael," Wilder 
said. "No nation should 
have to endure this type 
of horrific violence. One 
must seriously question 
the hatred in the hearts 
of people who commit 
such vile acts. Such ha
tred comes from the poi
sonous incitement by the 
Palestinian leadership 
against Jews and Israe
lis that is unremitting. -

"Any words of sym
pathy expressed by PA 
officials can only be 
meaningful if they are 

JOSEPH WILDER 
CIC national chair: 
"Such hatred comes 
from poisonous incite
ment." 

reinforced by consistent 
and sustained efforts to 
end the terrorism and the 
incitement to violence. 

"We categorically re
ject the cynical and dis
ingenuous attempts by 
Palestinians and their in
temational supporters to 
apply a 'moral equiva
lency' between the in
advertent and tragic 
death of a Palestinian 
baby caused by a stray 
piece of shrapnel in a 
defensive action and the 
deliberate stoning and 
mutilation of two inno
cent Israeli boys." 

Robert Ritter, CIC na
tional executive director, 
added: "We continue to 
support, withoutequivo
cation, the moral and le
gal right and responsi
bility ofthe Government 
ofisrael to take all steps 
necessary to restore or
der and to protect the 
lives of its citizens." 
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CJC, B'nai Brith Canada 
applaud Stockwell Day's 

support of Israel 
OTTA WA - Keith Landy, national president of 

Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC) and B'nai Brith 
Canada officials strongly defended Stockwell 
Day's support for Israel's right to peace and secu
rity. Day spoke to the 26th triennial plenary ofCJC 
in Toronto on May 7, where Landy was acclaimed 
president. 

In a letter to the leader of the Official Opposi
tion, Landy wrote, "As you will have surmised 
from the welcome reception of the audience, the 
Jewish community of Canada appreciates your 
strong friendship and is deeply grateful for your 
passionate SUppOlt of the State of Israel which, as 
you have noted, is unwavering as a matter of 
principle. " 

"We are aware that you have come underconsid
erable pressure from Certain quarters for the per
spectives on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that 
you articulated at the Plenary," he continued. 

"We regret that your staunch support ofIsrael' s 
right to exist in peace and security has engendered 
such criticism and even the threat of legal action. 
It is our considered opinion, however, based upon 
our years of experience and our expertise, that 
allegations of incitement of hatred stemming from 
your address are frivolous and totally without 
legal basis, " the CJC leader concluded. 

B'nai Brith Canada also expressed its concern 
over the apparent attempt by Atif Kubursi and the 
National Council on Canadian Arab Relations 
(NCCAR) to muzzle Day. 

Rochelle Wilner, presidentofB 'nai Brith Canada, 
asked: "This lawsuit appears to suggest that as
signing responsibility for the current Mideast vio
lence to the Palestinians constitutes 'hate speech' . 
Does this mean that any politician, of any political 
stripe, who speaks out in support of Israel can 
expect to be sued by the NCCAR?" • 
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