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Israeli news 

Jewish teenagers 
stoned to death 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Sharon - weare not going to pay protection money 
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The murders came a day after Palestinian terror
ists shot and stabbed to death a 48-year-old Israeli 
near the West Bank settlement ofItamar, and two 
days after a Palestinian infant girl was killed by 
Israel Defence Force shelling of a refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip. Sharon apologized for the infant's 
death in the shelling, which came in response to a 
Palestinian mortar attack on aJewish settlement in 
Gciza. 

In fresh violence on May 9, Israel Radio quoted " 
Palestinian sources as saying a three-month-old 
Palestinian infant was wounded along with her 
mother and six other people in exchanges of fire 
near Rafah in southern Gaza. 

Asked about the murder of the Jewish teen-agers 
in the West Bank, Arafat instead spoke about the 
Palestinian infant. "Today in Rafah a small baby 
has been exposed to the same tragedy," he said. 
Earlier, the Palestinian mother held the baby up to 
cameras as doctors pointed to a pinprick-sized 
wound on its head. 

Also on May 9, IDF forces briefly entered an 
agricultural area in aPalestinian-controlled part of 
the Gaza Ship near Beit Hanoun from which, the 
IDF said, the Palestinians launch attacks on Israeli 
targets. Palestinian sources said the IDF destroyed 
a police station. The IDF said the troops operated 
in agricultural areas only. 

Israel last week accused the Palestinian Author
ity of attempting to acquire more advanced weap
onry in order to escalate the fighting. An Israeli 
naval ship on May 6 intercepted a Lebanese boat 
bound for Gaza carrying Katyusha rockets, anti
aircrafl missiles, mortars, anti-tank rockets, gre
nades, some 13,000 rounds of rifle ammunition 
and other arms. 

Sharon called the smuggling operation a danger
ous development and a grave violation of agree
ments signed with the Palestinian Authority. Israel 
Radio quoted sources in Sharon's office as saying 
Arafat is trying to simultaneously put political 
pressure on Israel while escalating the conflict. 
Arafat said he was unaware of the smuggling 
attempt. 

JERUSALEM 
(Isranet) - Prime Min
ister Ariel Sharon gave 
his first extended inter
view to representatives 
of the foreign press 
corps in Israel since 
becoming prime minis
ter two months ago. He 
made it quite clear that 
he holds Yasser Arafat 
entirely responsible for 
the ongoing violence. 
The prime minister's in
terview came shortly af
ter the disclosure that 
the Israel Navy had in
tercepted a Lebanese 
fishing boat off the 
Gaza coast carrying 40 
tons of weapons, in~ 
cluding Katushya rock
ets, anti-aircraft mis
siles and mines. Inter
rogation of the crew of 
four revealed that this 
might have been the 
third time weapons 
have been delivered to 
the Palestinian Author
ity in this manner. 

"It is our right to live 
normal Ii ves and we are 
not going to pay pro
tection money in order 
notto be killed," Sharon 
said. ''The Jews have a 
rightto IivequieUy. We 
believe in peace, which 
is our first choice, it's a 
natural choice, but I'm 
not so sure if it's the 
first choice of the Pal
estinians." 

Sharon once again ex
pressed his sorrow and 
regret that a Palestinian 
baby had been killed in 

SPECIAL FILM SHOWING 

"Tickling the Dragon's Tail: 
The Story of louis Siotin" 

on May 22, 2001 at 7:30pm in the Berney Theatre. 

• 
Co-writer and associate-producer, Martin Zeilig, 

will be present to discuss the film. 

• 
The film, which aired on Global on April 17, 1999, 

was produced by Great North Productions, Inc. It was directed by Tom Radford, 

who won best director aWJrd at the Alberta Film Awards. 

The' film was also nominated for a Gemini Award in 1999. 

Ariel Sharon talking to representatives of the foreign 
press in Jerusalem May 8. Copyright: [sranet. 

liferation of 
missiles in the 
region. "This is 
a very serious 
threat, not only 
to Israel, but to 
Europe and 
even the United 
States. Iran is 
working hard to 
develop new 
missiles that 
will have a 
range of 2,500 
kms or more. 
One can only 
imagine what is 

cross fire between the 
IDF and Palestinian mi
litia. "Children should 
not be involved in such 
matters at any time," the 
prime minister said. 
"The problem is that the 
Palestinians deploy 
mortars, which they 
have no right to possess, 
near to schools and built 
up areas. They fire the 
mortars on to Jewish set
tlements and disappear 
immediately. The firing 
must be stopped and the 
one responsible is 
Yasser Arafat." 

Sharon made it clear 
that his government 
would not be pressured 
by ongoing violence. 
"It is ofless importance 
to me as to what decla
ration the Palestinians 
make. I'm interested in 
seeing what really hap
pens on the peace front. 
I believe only in facts." 

The prime minister 
was asked about the 

extending of Jewish 
settlements in the oc
cupied territory. "Why 
do we always refer to 
the settlements as be
ing in 'occupied' terri
tory?" he responded. "I 
call it disputed territory. 
Who says the Palestin
ians have more claim 
to the land than the 
Jews?" Sharon said that 
it had been agreed that 
no new communities 
would be built during 
his administration. 
"This commitment is 
being honored," he 
said, "but homes will 
be added (to existing 
settlements) in accord
ance with current 

. needs." Sharon reiter
ated once again that as 
soon as the violence 
come to an end, and not 
before, Israel will dis
cuss all matters related 
to disputed land. 

The prime minister, 
was asked about the pro-

going on in Iraq these 
days. Remember," said 
Sharon waving a warn
ingfinger, "remember 
that it is two years since 
there was any form of 
inspection of weapons 
of mass destruction in 
Iraq. These two regimes, 
Iran and Iraq, are a threat 
to the stability of all 
democratic nations." 

Finally Sharon made 
an impassioned appeal 
to the international 
media not to forget the 
missing Israeli soldiers 
and the missing Israeli 
businessman. "What 
kind of people are we 
dealing with?" Sharon 
asked. "Where is the 
moral value that is 
found in democratic 
countries? The families 
have not received one 
sign of life from these 
missing men. Not even 
the International Red 
Cross has been given 
tights to see them." 
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Focus on issues 

Israel not pleased with politician who works to reunite Arab families 
By GIL SE
DAN 

JERUSA
LEM (JTA) -
He has enough 
clients booking 
tours to make a 
travel agent en
VIOUS. But 
Knesset mem
ber Azmi 
Beshara's ac
tivities as a go
between for Is
raeli Atabs who 
want to visit 
Syria have lit
tle to do with 
the profit mo
tive. By reunit
i ng hi s constitu
ents with their 
relatives in 
Sytia, Beshara 
says, he is per

Israeli security officials are 
concerned about h'ips 
Knesset member Azmi 
Beshara, shown here in a file 
photo, helps arrange for Is
raeli Arabs who want to visit 
relatives in Syria. Credit: Brian 
HendZer/JTA, 

forming a humanitarian act. 
Israeli security officials, however, take a differ

ent vi~w: They are concerned that many of those 
making the trip are returning to Israel with greater 
loyalty to Syria - and are ready to act on that new 
loyalty in ways that will harm the secUlity of the 
Jewish state. 

Citing a law that bars Israeli citizens from 
traveling to enemy countries without permission 
from the Interior Ministry, Israeli police recently 
notified Beshara that he wi II soon be summoned as 
part of an investigation of the Sytia trips. Beshara 
said he welcomed the investigation, adding that he 
would be happy to see the case go to court. An 
indictment would allow "thousands of elderly 
people to bear witness to how much they miss their 

I SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES I 
BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

Saturday. May 19. serviccs 9:30 a.m. Mincha following Kiddush. 
Sunday, May 20, Tallit & Tefillin. 9':30 a.m. 

BNA Y ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, May 18 - morning service at 7:30 am .. evening service at 8:40 

p.m., candle lighting at 8:54 p.m. Saturday. May 19 - morning service at 
9:00 a.m., evening service at 8:40p.m, Shabbat ends at 10:01 p.m. Sunday, 
May 20·Monday, May 21, morning service at 9:00 a.m .• evening service at 
9:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 22-Thursday, May 24 . morning service at 7:30 
a.m" evening service at 9:00 p.m. 

CHEVRA MISHNA YES SYNAGOGUE 
100 Jefferson Avenue (riear Sinclair Street). Daily morning service 

(Monday to Friday), 7:30 a.m. Sundays and statutory holidays, 9:00 a.m. 
Friday, May 18 (25 Iyar), Mineha and Kabballat Shabbat. 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 19, (26 Iya,), Shabbat morning service, 9:30 a.m.; Parshat 
Babar and Bechukotai; Kiddish and words of Torah at the conclusion of 
Musaf. Mincha service. after 12:00 noon. Traditional Orthodox services are 
conducted. and everyone is welcome. 

CONGREGATION SIIAAREY ZEDEK 
561 Wellington Crescent. Daily morning service (Monday· Friday): 7:30 

a.m. Daily evening service (Monday· Friday): 6:00p.m. Sunday & statutory 
holiday mornings: 9: 15 a.m, Shabbat morning service: 9:15 a.m., evening 
service: 6:00 p.m. Shabbat morning: Leamer's minyan (ages 8·13) 10:30 to 
noon. Junior Congregation (younger children) 10:30 to noon. Family 
Minyan (young children & parents) 10:30. Prairie Ruach Minyan - worship 
for the mind. body, heart & soul· starting November 10 at 8 p.m. and 
continuing the 2nd Friday of each month. 

ROSH PINA CONGREGATION 
Friday. May 18. sundown 9:12 p.m., candle lighting at 8:54 p.m., 

morning service at 7:30 a.m., evening service at 7:00 p.m. Saturday. May 
19. sundown 9: 13 p.m., morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 
8:35 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:55 p.m. Sunday. May 20 (Jerusalem Day). 
sundown 9:14 p.m .• morning service at 9:00 a.m., evening service at 8:30 
p.m. Monday, May 21·Tuesday, May 22. sundown 9:14 p.m.. morning 
service at 7:30 a.m .• eveningservieeat8:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 23 (Rosh 
Chodesh Sivan), sundown 9: 14p.m., morning service at 7: 15 a.m" evening 
serviceat8:30p,m, Thursday, May 24, sundown 9: 14p.m .• morning service 
at 7:30 a.m., evening service at 8:30 p.m. 

TALMUD TORAH· BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday, May 18 at 

8:54 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 7: 15 p.m. Saturday morning service 
at 9: 15 a.m. Sedra of the week· Behar/Bechukotai. Mevarchim Hachodesh. 
Mincha service at 8:30 p,m., followed by Talmud Shiur. Shabb.t ends at 
10;01 p.m. Sunday Shacharit service at 9:00 a.m. Monday, May 21 -
Victoria Day - Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. Daily Shacharit service (Tuesday to 
Friday) at 7:30 a.m. Daily MinchalMaariv servicesat7:25 p,m. Traditional 
Orthodox services are conducted. and everyone is invited to attend. 

relatives," he said. Beshara also has said he would 
tum the trial into a political indictment ofIsrael's 
security establishment. 

Beshara, 45, is not one to shy from the political 
limelight. Until his 11 th-hour withdrawal from the 
1999 race for prime minister, Beshara was the first 
Israeli Arab to seek the post - and this for a man 
who tells his constituents tliat they are Israelis by 
accident of geography only, but are Palestinian in 
their hearts. 

After earning a doctorate in philosophy from 

Humboldt University in what was then Commu
nist East Berlin, he went on to become the popular 
head of the philosophy department at Bir Zeit 
University, the hotbed of Palestinian nationalism 
in the West Bank. In 1996, hewas elected to the 
Knesset on a joint ticket with the Communist 
Hadash Party. Now serving in the Knesset as the 
sole member of the Balad Party, he is trying to 
establish himself as the main alternative to the 
growing influence of the Islamic Movement in 
Israeli Arab politics. 

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

"We're glad we 
made the move!" 
liThe. staff, the meals, the services, are all wonderful 
at the Portsmouth!" 

At the Portsmouth you'll find ,all the services and amenities needed to 
enrich your retirement years. We provide the finer things in life such as 
private bus outings and housekeeping service. You can choose to let us 
do the work, so there is more time to enjoy our pleasant and relaxed 
atmosphere or visit nearby fitness clubs, parks and cultural centres. If 
you require assistance with pers()nal care, we can help access the services 
of a companion or a professional nurse. You are sure to enjoy yourself 
at the Portsmouth, because we pride ourselves in offering the very best. 

125 PORTSMOUTH BLVD., WINNIPEG 

(204)284-5432 


