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World Jewish news 

Yugoslav Jews praise president, but 
. worry about rising anti-Semitism 
By RUTH E. 
GRUBER 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - Jews in Yugo
slavia are praising the 

very, very important 
gesture," said Singer, 
whospoketoJTAwhile 
in Washington for the 
annual meeting of thc 
American Jewish Com
mittee. "It was the first 
time that the president 
took part." 

. policy of President 
Vojislav Kostunica, but 
are concerned by an 
upsurge of anti-Semitic 
incidents in the seven 
months since 
Kostunica took office. V 0 J I S L A V 
"It's a paradox, we KOSTUNICA, Yugo-

Nonetheless, he said, 
recent episodes of anti
Semitism in Belgrade 
and elsewhere have 
caused alarm. These 
included several in
stances of anti-Semitic 
slogans and swastikas 
scrawled on city walls. 

can't explain it," said slav president: He's 
AS' d been friendly to Jews, 

ca mger, presi ent but anti-Semitic inci-
of the Federations of 
Jewish Communities in dlents have caused 
Yugoslavia. a arm. 

"Anti-Semitism does not run deep 
among Serbs, but still we are con
cerned at the trend and are watching 
the situation." Kostunica assumed 
the presidency in October after 
strongman Slobodan Milosevic was 
ousted. Kostunica delighted the Jew
ish community last month by taking 
part at ceremonies in Belgrade's 
synagogue marking Yom Hashoah. 

Other leading government figures 
also participated, along with the Is
raeli ambassador and representati ves 
of Jewish communities. "It was a 

and the vandalization of Jewish me
morial plaques in the towns of 
Kikinda and Zrenjanin. Gravestones 
in the Jewish cemetery in Zrenjanin 
also were vandalized in February. 

In Kikinda, an elderly Holocaust 
survivor received a death threat in 
the mail and had swastikas scrawled 
on her door. "There have been sig
nificantly more anti-Semitic attacks 
since the fall of Milosevic," said 
Lidija Petrovic, president of the 
Zrenjanin Jewish community. "We 
can't explain it." 
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Behind the 
headlines 

Principals 
struggle to 
interpret 

judge's ruling. 
in Nazi 

labor case 
JT A Staff Report 

BERLIN (JTA) 
Hopes persistthatNazi
era slave and forced 
I aborers wi II recei ve 
German compensation 
funds starting in July, 
despite conflicting 
views about the latest 
decision by a U.S. judge 
whose previous rulings 
delayed payments from 
the fund. 

In a dramatic reversal 
of her earlier rulings, 
Judge Shirley Wohl 
Kram two weeks ago 
dismissed class-action 
lawsuits that had been 
preventing payments 
from a$5.2 billion U.S. 
fund Germany created 
to compensate the 
former laborers. Ger
man officials have been 
unwilling to release the 
cash until their lawyers 
can ensure "legal clo
sure" - that is, a prom
ise that no more law
suits relating to the Nazi 
era will be filed. 

When Kram, who had 
been hearing such law
sui ts, dropped the cases 
May 10, German offi
cials initially believed 
she had granted legal 
closure, enabling the 
German Parliament to 
approve payouts from 
the compensation Jund 
before going on sum
mer break July 7. But 
two weekends ago - af
ter they had read the 
judge's order - German 
officials were com
plaining about wording 
they said could force 
them to use the fund to 
payout claims in Aus
trian cases as well. 

According to advo
cates for the laborers, 
however, German offi
cials are raising new 
hurdles in orderto post
pone the payments. But 
the officials contend 
that if Germany does 
not extend the slave 
labor fund to cover 
Austrian cases, the law
suits beforeKramcould 
be reinstated. These 

.. .concerns prompted the 
officials to predict fur

.... ther delays before pay
ments from thefundcan 
begin. 

WORLD NEWS IN BRIE 

Anti-Semitism marks Russian rallies 
MOSCOW (JTA) - Anti-Semitic incidents took 

place during demonstrations across Russia at the 
recent May Day and World War II Victory Day 
rallies, according to the Union of Councils for 
Soviet Jews. At the May Day rally in Moscow, 
some marchers held signs that read "Down with 
Jewish Fascism and Bandit Capitalism!" That 
same day in Novosibirsk, one demonstrator with a 
megaphone claimed that local authorities are "Yids 
who have robbed everybody." 

Subjects wanted for religion survey 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Psychology researchers 

at the Washington-based Catholic University are 
recruiting online participants for a 30-minute sur
vey on how people tum to religion in times of 
stress. The Web-based survey, open to anyone 
who chooses to fill it out, is available at http:// 
research.cua.edu/psy. 

Michigan rabbi killed in crash 
NEW YORK (JT A) - A prominent Michigan 

rabbi was killed in a car crash May 13 after he 
made a predawn visit to the grave of Rebbe 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitch 
grand rabbi who died in 1994. A leader of the 
Lubavitch movement in Michigan, Rabbi Yitschak 
Meir Kagan, 59, was driving to New York's 
LaGuardia Airport for his flight home when his car 
collided with a commuter van. Kagan was rushed 
to a nearby hospital, where he was pronounced 
dead less than half an hour later, police said. The 
van driver was given a summons for speeding, 
police said. 

New French Jewish leader picked 
PARIS (JTA) - RogerCukierman, 63, a,banker, 

was elected president of CRIF, the umbrella group 
of secular French Jewish organizations. Cukierman 
replaces Henri Hajdenberg, who is completing his 
two-year term. Cukierman narrowly won over 
Roger Benaroch, the first Sephardi candidate to 
run for the top nonreligious post in a community 
with a growing Sephardi majority. 

Kalejs extradition hearing opens 
NEW YORK (JTA) - An alleged Nazi war 

criminal sat slumped in a wheelchair as a hearing 
opened May 14 in Australia to determine whether 
he should be extradited to his native Latvia to face 
genocide charges. For years, Konrad Kalejs has 
faced charges of being involved in the wartime 
slaughter of civilians when he served as an officer 
in Latvia's pro-Nazi Arajs Kommando unit. The 
mi Ii ti a is held directl y responsible for the deaths of 
some 100,000 civilians, including 30,000 Jews, 
between 1941 and 1943. 

Poland buys Jedwabne land 
NEW YORK (JT A) - Poland agreed to buy a 

plot of land as a memorial for Jews massacred by 
their Polish neighbors in 1941 in the town of 
Jedwabne. The memOlial is set to be completed by 
July, after government officials haggled with the 
owner of land adjacent to a grave that is believed 
to hold the remains of the 1,600 victims. 

Canada's Jews welcome credit 
TORONTO (JT A) - Canadian Jewish officials 

welcomed Ontario's new tax credit that, when 
fully implemented in 2005, will refund to parents 
up to half ofthe first $7,000 U.S. in private school 
tuition per child. "This will hopefully go a long 
way to' making Jewish day school education an 
available reality for so many," Toronto Rabbi 
Moshe Shulman said of the tax credit. The plan is 
similar to subsidies already in effect in Quebec and 
Canada's western provinces. 
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Israeli news 

P~lest~nians "';ark 'catastrophe' 
wzth rzots as vzolence intensifies 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM 
(JTA) - Israeli-Pales
tinian violence showed 
no signs of abating, 
despite repeated inter
national calls for a 
cease-fire. In a week 
filled with violence, the 
worst came on May 15, 
when thousands of Pal
estinians took to the 
streets to mark "AI 
Nakba" - Arabic for 
"the catastrophe," the 
Palestinian term for the 
creation of the State of 
Israel. 

Continuing a trend of 
recent years, Israel's 
Arab popUlation also 
marked the day. Cap
ping a day filled with 
demonstrations and 
violence, a Palestinian 
gunman shot and killed 
a 28-year-old Israeli 
woman and wounded 

Palestinian protesters shout slogans at an Is
raeli border policeman during a demonstra
tion May 15 marking AI Nakba, Arabic for 
"catastrophe," which is what Palestinians call 
the 1948 creation of the State of Israel. Credit: 

• 

Brian Hendler/iTA. 

her father in a car am
bush near the West 
Bank city of Ramallah. 
Traveling to a wedding 
i n Jerusalem, the 
woman was shot in the 

Explosion harms two Israeli police 
. JERUSA~EM (JTA) - Two Israeli police of

ficers were hghtly hurt in an explosion in the West 
Bank town of Hebron. Reports said their van may 
have driven over a mine. 
Arafat to be 'waxed' from Times Sq? 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Taking the Israeli-Pal

e~tinian con~ict to a new level, New York politi
CIans are tryIng to have a rendering of Palestinian 
Authority President Yasser Arafat removed from 
MadameTussaud's Wax MuseuminTimes Square. 
"There amongst many of the world's historical 
and contemporary figures, it is grievous to find a 
smiling Yasser Arafat," AssemblymanDov Hikind 
said. "For the last seven months, Arafat has or
chestrated a campaign of premeditated violence 
against Israeli citizens." . 

. Peres praises Mitchell report 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israeli Foreign Minister 

Shimon Peres said that - except for its call for a 
freeze on Israeli settlement construction in the 
territories - the report of a U.S.-led Gommission is 
the most balanced document Israel has ever re
ceived regarding the Israeli-Arab conflict. Peres 
was quoted as saying that Israel accepts the Mitchell 
Commission report's proposed framework to re
new peace negotiations, including a cease-fire 
c.o~fidence-building gestures and a return to nego~ 
tIatlOns. 

High-speed train to serve Tel Aviv 

neck and failed to re-
gain consciousness, 
despite attempts by 
medics at the scene to 
revive her. 

Earlier May 15, at 
least four Palestinians 
were killed and more 
than 100 wounded in 
widespread clashes 
with Israeli troops in 
the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Among the casualties 
was a bodyguard for 
Hamas leader Sheik 
Ahmed Yassin, killed 
by Israeli tank fire after 
taking part in a mortar 
attack launched from 
Gaza on a kibbutz in 
Israel. No one was hurt 
in the Palestinian at
tack. 
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C LASS I FIE D 5 
ClassiFied ad r~tes: ~ 11: 15 per column inch. Minimum charge. $11.15. For 
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PROFESSIONALS 
Catifej ~/Ioxrn1art 

PHUP KAHANOVITCH 
B. Carm ~), M.BA, G.GA 

'.banIltirg '/luitOJ 
'Tax eOa!a PrrnlsSrg 

3-1 1m Mail SIJai 
Wrri;BJ, M3 F0/2A'3 

Bus.3m969 
Fax. 339-2717 
Res. 334-7086 

II (The) Charni~h, (lU, C1IJ.C 

No Cost placements on: 
GIC's, RRSPs, RRIFs 

I Retirement Planning 
I Investment & Mutual Funds 
I Insurance: Lile & Disability 
I Group 8enelits 

943·5150 

(OH~O fOR Uli 
River View Condo 

Drastically reduced 
$189,900 

305·141 Welling!on Crescent 
1640 sq. ft. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 

2 undergrd park. 
Call David Rabb, 

Rischuk Park Really 
488·9000 (24 hrs) 

HOIU fOR un 
Brock St. near Herzlia 

1317 sq. ft. 3 BR bungalow 
deck & patio door 
hardwood floors 

fin. base incl. bath & 4th BR. 
new double garage 

central air & vac., alarm system 
$125,000.00 

489-0079 

AHHAlJ UPAIR~ 

R E ·A L EST ATE 

ADVANCED REALTY 
"Buying or Selling?" 

Esther Weinstein 
Joyce Rykiss 

925-7999 
e·mail address: weinslei@icenler.nel 

PfNIHOUH fOR RfNI 

Tiffany Towers, 2BR PH 
avail. immed., across Irom 
Grant Park S,C., approx. 
1170 sq.ft., util. & laund. 

incl., bale., pool, undergrd. 
parking, close to bus route. 

453·5178 

fOR UNl 

Super rate approx. 500 sq. It. in 
prtme location on Corydon, 

excellent lor offices 
or small business. 

Call CaroI6S9-0482. 

COTTAGES FOR RENT 
Bayshore Heights· 
10 min. n. of Gimli. 

Beautiful 2 bdrm. home with 
fireplace, satellite TV, 

3-season sun room, on large 
landscaped lot w. double 

garage, 11/2 blks. from lake. 
Bi-weekly, monthly, 
or seasonal rental. 
Avail. from May 28, 

Phone (204) 389·2818 

Wirrnipeg Beach 
cottage for rent July/August. 

min. 2 wk. rental. 
day 339·8061 or 943·4778 

LAKEFRONT COTIAGE 
WINNIPEG BEACH 

Avail. July 210 17101 inc!. 
$500lweek 

Call 204·389·5011 
lor more info. 

MOT Il 
Winnipeg Beach 

Modernrooms, Kitchenettes& 
suites. Park·/ikebarbeque& 

picnic area. Short walk to 
beach,shops, golf. 
Special midweek 
& weekly rates. 

PhoneLoneOakMotel 
lU4IJll!l·:01H18 

Unlimited Internet 
as low as ~ 19,95/month 

(all 334·4946 

HOME CARE 
We need prospective employers, for 
our live-in caregiver/nanny workers, to 
take care of your loved ones. 
We can provide reliable, trustworthy 

·live-in caregiver/nanny workers. 
All background Inf. checked thoroughly_ 

We also provide foreign live-In/nanny workers. 
Please call Nanna 

589-0850 
VVe require live-In caregiver or nanny. 

$7.5OIhr. - 40 hr. week (room & board will be deducted) 
Please call Nanna 

589-0850 

SNOW BIRDS 

. JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel's rail authority 
maugurated a double-decker passenger train that 
will serve suburban communities surrounding Tel 
Aviv. The train can seat 505 people and reach 
speeds of 87 miles per hour. 

Sad at aide newE~pt minister 

During the May 15 
demonstrations, Pales
tinians stood in silence 
when a noontime siren 
sounded in Gaza and 
the West Bank. In a pre
recorded message 
broadcast on Palestin
ian media while he was 
spending the day in 
Egypt, Palestinian Au
thority President 
Yasser Arafat said there 
would be no peace or 
stability unless Israel 
withdrew all troops and 
settlers to the borders 
that existed before the 
1967 Six-Day War -
and unless Israel ac
cepted the "right" of 
millions of Palestinians oON)',. Reasonable Rates 

. to return to homes they i~.J;'.~, .. e!i.:;,i'++ .... 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Ahmed Maher was ap

pointed Egyptian foreign minister, replaCing Arnre 
Moussa, who has been named chairman of the 
Arab League. Maher served as an adviser to the 
late President Anwar Sadat and was a member of 
the team that negotiated Egypt's 1979 peace treaty 
with Israel. 

?~!;~F:;~i:~:~:::: ~ (\. ~? ~~ ,.; . .7~ o~ 
Arafat left for Egypt to 0 )'RAtlfll 582-9290 
avoid being blamed for 
the. Nakba Day. vio-. . 1-888-923-2886 
lence. . .... L..-__ -:-__ +-_...L. ________________ ..J 
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