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$50 ticket 
• Entrance to the ,rin,c.rt 

• Reception after 

• Tax deductible 

$100 ticket 
• Entrance to the concert 

, Cocktail party prior to the concert 

• Listing in the souvenir programme 

• Tax deductible receipt $50 

$150 ticket 
• Entrance to the concert 

• Preferential seating 

.. _ • Cocktail party prior to the concert 

• Listing in the souvenir programme 

as 3. sponsor 

'Tax deductible receipt $100 

S200 ticket 
• Entrance to the concert 

• Preferential seating 

• Cocktail party prior to the concert . 

, listing in the souvenir programme 

as a patron 

• Tax deductible receipt $150 

$250 ticket 
• Entrance to the concert 

, Preferential seating 

, Cocktail party prior to the concert 

• Listing in the souvenir programme 

as a benefactor 

, Tax deductible receipt $200 
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Returning tobis roots 
. Dr. Ron 'Charach, a Toronio psychiatrist, 
came back to Winnipeg this month to launch his 

sixth collection of poetry . 
By MATT BELLAN 

Dr. Ron Charach is a 
classicai Winnipeg 
Jewish community suc
cess story - a boy from 
a poorer North· End 
neighborhood who 
grew up and became a 
highly-respected pro
fessional. 

Born here in 1951,· 
Charach is a Toronto 
psychiatrist, like his 
wife, Alice. He's also 
an acclaimed poet, with 
six published collec-· 
tions to his credit, and 
works in more than half 
a dozen anthologies, 
including Blood and 
BOlles, Poems of 
Physicialls. 

"I enjoy the neat Ii ttle 
proscenium arch poetry 
offers, in which a cor
ner of the uni verse can 
be _captured, fl a vored. 
and ultimately illumi
nated," he says of his 
lifelong passion for 
writing poetry. 

... r~ .. ",n.'-.'.l"'. Winnipeg-born psy
chiatrist a child, he dreamed of 
be~?ming an ~.' El1lgJii.s :h professor" or ".a doc
tor . Photo by DUll Roilller. 

Charach was back here on the 
May long weekend to read from 
his latest collection 
Dungenessque, at McNally 
Robinson. 

But it was also time to get togeth
er again with friends and relatives, 
including his brother Arthur, and 
reminisce about the 28 years he 
spent here. 

"I was born and raised on 
Burrows Avenue till I was 13" , 
Charach recalled. "We lived on 
Inkster Boulevard after that." . 

Charach elaborates on his North 
End upbringing on his Internet 
website. His dad, Sam, was a bag
gage checker for CPR. His mom, 
Doris, was known for her warmth 
and linguistic ability, and spoke 
Yiddish, Ukrainian or Polish to 
neighbors. (He memorializes her 
vividly in a poem titled Our Lady 
of The Bumblebees in another of 
his collections, Petrushkil1!) 

Ron Charach attended the I.L. 
Peretz Folk School on Aikins 
through Grade 7, on a "bursary", 

and developed a "lasting love for 
Yiddish" there. 

He had to take a city bus to get 
there, and recalls occasional anti
Semitic taunts, en route. 

At Peretz School, Charach also 
developed a "competiti ve spirit" 
around writing, often entering pub
lic speaking contests in both 
English and Yiddish, but never 
ranking first. 

A "turning point" came at Sl. 
John's High School, when the 
school yearbook published his 
poem, The City Hall, lamenting the 
destruction of the Victorian ginger
bread building on Main Street in 
the early 1960s . 

During those young teenage 
years, Charach also became a 
regional vice-president of BBYO, a 
youth organization that provided 
him with some Jewish companion
ship, at a time when Jews had 
largely left the older neighborhoods 
of the North End. 
(Cont. on page 15. See "Dr. Ron 
Charach".) 

~L ... ~~ .• ,._.:.:...-=:.......,.,..,.,. " .... 

Israeli- building- . 
methods face probe after 

23 die in wedding hall 
collapse 

By NAOMI SEGAL 
- JERUSALEM 
(JTA) - Israel has set 
up a state commission 
of inquiry into building 
safety after 23 people 
were killed and hun
dreds injured when a 
wedding hall collapsed 
last week. 

The May 24 collapse 
at the Versailles wed
ding hall In 

Jerusalem's Talpiot 
neighborhood has 
spurred a public outcry 
over what are consid
ered widespread prob
lems of comer-cutting 

ARIEL SHARON, 
Israeli prime minis
ter: Those guilty of 
negligence must be 
brought to ju~tice, 

by contractors and lax enforcement of building 
codes by local authorities. 

The collapse also heightened fears that poor 
~onstr~ction practices could make many build
Ings dIsaster prone - all the more so since 
Israel is located in an earthquake zone. 
Prim~ Minister Aricl Sharon said those guilty 

of negligence must be brought to justice. 
Israelis "pay a heavy and needless price as a 

result of a dis'regard for law and order," he said 
. - at a joint news conference with Jerusalem 

Mayor Ehud Olmert. 
The commission will address construction 

problems in general, not the Versailles hall col
lapse specifically. A government statement 
issued Tuesday said the commission will exam
ine t~e "full range of professional and legal 
questIons related to the safety of buildings and 
places designed for public use." 

In what was considered Israel's worst civilian 
disaster, 23 people were killed and more than 
200 injured last week when the dance floor col
lapsed beneath the feet of wedding guests, 
plunging them three stories in a cloud of broken 
concrete and twisted steel. 

One of the dead was a 3-year-old boy. 
Rescuers said they found the bodies of an entire 
family sitting around a party table smashed in 
the wreckage. The bride and groom, Keren and 
Assaf Dror, were injured and received adjoining 
hospital beds, 

A video of the collapse showed well-dressed 
partygoers dancing under colored lights when 
the floor gave way beneath them. Police 
detaincd at least nine people for questioning -
including the owners of the hall, engineers and 
building contractors - following the disaster. 

(Cont. on page 20. See "Probe announced 
after wedding hall collapse".) 

Reider Insurance Services • Corydon @ Cockburn 
74!1 Corydon Ave. 

Reider 
Insurance 
Services 

• Home • Apartment 

a1l110lmCeS 

's 
16.6% one time discount 

• Ph: 284·5142 
M.f9:30· 5:30, \01. 10·4 

• Gorden City Square 
843 Leila (Safeway E'ntrance) 

Ph: 338·3888 
M·f 9:30·8, Sol. 9:30·5:30 

• North!lote Shoppin!l Centre 
13~ McPhilllps'St. 

• Condominium • Small Business 
• Ph: 334·4319 • CommerCIal Insurance M-f9:30·8, Sal. 9:30·5:30 
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