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Editorial! comment , 

Wisdom of pullout from Lebanon borne out 

I sraeli analysts last year were divided over the 
Barak government's decision to withdraw 

. .Israeli troops unilaterally from Lebanon. 
Some predicted there would be ongoing rock

et attacks on northern Israeli towns, and that 
Israeli troops wouldn't be able to retaliate effec
tively against such violence. They also forecast
ed that the number of Israeli military casualties 
wouldn't drop significantly following such a 
pullout. 

A year later, opinion is still mixed about the 
wisdom of that move. But overall, the pullout 
has resulted in a major reduction in deaths of 
Israeli soldiers on the Jewish state's northern 
front. 

Israel's 22-year military presence in southern 
Lebanon cost the Ii ves of more than 1,000 Israeli 
soldiers. 

The withdrawal has not led to complete quiet 
on the Jewish state's northern border. Nor did it 
lead to official peace with Lebanon. 

But Israeli Science Minister Matan Vilnili 
claims that before the withdrawal, as many vio
lent incidents occurred in a "week", when Israeli 
troops were still stationed in their southern 

Lebanese security zone, as now occur in an 
entire year. 

Northern Israeli towns like Kiryat Shmotia and 
Metullah, which for years had to endure 
Hezbollah rocket attacks, now are also enjoying 
a quiet they hadn't experienced in years. 

Some Israeli commentators claim the unilater
al pullout after years of Hezbollah pressure set a 
bad example, encouraging Palestinian militias in 
the occupied territories to escalate violence 
against Israeli soldiers and civilians, to force 
them out of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

On the other hand, given the relative success of 
the pullout from Lebanon to date, a former direc
tor of Israel's General Security Service wonders 
whether a unilateral Israeli pullout from most of 
the territories might make sense, too. 

Muslim extremists operating out of the occu
pied territories might be more likely than 
Hezbollah to continue attacking Israel after s.uch 
a unilateral withdrawal. But the clear separation 
of forces and overall reduction in violence that 
followed the pullout from Lebanon shouldn't 
just be shrugged off as an unrepeatable situation, 
either. 
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Instant peace between Israelis, Palestinians unrealistic pipe dream 
Prospects for immediate future not encouraging 

Readers, friends 
and relati ves 
overseas show

er us with questions: 
What is the solution to . 
the ongoing problem 
here? 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

Where will it all 
end? No one can pre
tend to have the cor
rect and decisive 
answer, but it may be 

in place to ponder 
some of the many 
alternatives which are 
being advanced - from. 

. one extreme to ~lI1oth-
. er. 

There'is no one in 
Israel, from the right 
to the left, who does 
not yearn for peace. 
Aware of this, Arafat 
seems determined to 
savage Israel and wear 
down its patience by 
repeated suicide 
bombings in the hearts 
of civilian neighbor
hoods, by constant 
mortar shelling,. by 
terrorist fire at vehi
cles on the roads. His 
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Investigators examine wreckage of a car 
bomb that exploded in Jerusalem March 27: 
Arafat seems determined to wear down 
Israelis' patience. Photo by Brian Hendler/JTA. 

theory is that, driven 
by suffering and des
peration, the Israelis 
will be ready to sue 
for peace. 

The reaction here is 
completely opposite, 
as he is beginning to 
learn. The greater the 
terrorism, the more 
Israeli resolve is hard
ened. The naive who 
once believed that we 
can gain peace by giv
ing Arafat what he 
wants, dwindle in 
numbers daily as they 
realize that yielding to 
Arab claims under fire 
means that terrorism 
intensifies. 

But somewhere 
there must be a solu
tion. Once we had 
thought that could be 
achieved by. negotia-

"'lions across a confer
ence table. That hope 
was shattered when 
Arafat rejected the 

very generous offers 
made to him by then
prime minister Barak, 
and walked out. What 
remains? The alterna
tives are not pretty. 

For one thing, 
international pressure 
might compel Israel to 
dismantle the settle
ments and return to 
the old 1967 lines. A 
Palestinian State will 
be proclaimed, with 
borders tightly 
squeezing Israel. This 
time mortar shells fall 
on Tel Aviv, and Israel 
senses that it is 
besieged and 
betrayed. 

On the other hand, 
insisting that no 
nation in the world 
could continue to 
expose its citizens to 
the daily fire, Israel 
invades Gaza and the 
Palesti ni an -occ upied 
territories and topples 

the Palestinian 
Authority. Arafat is 
ki lied or, more I ikel y, 
flees for refuge 
abroad. But what is 
Israel going to do with 
the couple of million 
Palestinians whose 
welfare then becomes 
its responsibility? 

A longrange solu
tion: Palestinians in 
Jordan revolt, over
throw the Hashemite 
Kingdom, despite 
Israel's efforts to save 
it, and proclaim astate 
of Palestine, welcom
ing Arafat as its head. 
Border lines become 
clearer, and peace 
negotiations become 
possible, with Arafat 
feeling that he is in a 
position of strength. 
Jordan's King 
Abdullah is well 
aware of this possibil
ity, and in recent 
weeks firmly banned 
anti-Israel demonstra
tions. 

Is there any possi
bility of emergence of 
a more moderate lead
ership among the 
Palestinians, which 
may prefer peace for 
its people rather than 
endless bloodshed? 
Will we see Peace 
Now demonstrations 
in the public squares 
of Palestinian towns, 
extending a hand of 
friendship to the 
Jews? There are few 
indications to this 
effect:::\ Palestinian 

propaganda and youth 
education continue to 
emphasize "hate the 
Jews and ki 11 the 
Jews", so that hopes 
for any kind of neigh-

. borly relationship 
must be defened for 
some generations. 

Peace will come 
some day, but it will 
require patience. It 
cannot be an "instant 
peace". 

Not long ago the 
Arabs solemnly 
marked Israel's 
Independence Day, 
terming it Catastrophe 
Day because of the 
disastrous results for 
the Palestinians. They 
were quite right in the 
appellation they gave 
the day, but the real 
catastrophe was the 
decision by the Arab 
leadership in 1947 to 
reject. the generous 
offer of the UN to par
tition the area into a 
large state of Palestine 
and a small Jewish 
state. They chose war 
instead, and lost. That 
was the catastrophe. 

The' prospects for 
the future are not 
encouraging. All 
agree that Israel must 
remain strong, deter
mined and united. 

VVe have gone 
through difficult times 
before, and have 
emerged stronger and 
triumphant. 

The writer lives in 
Haifa, Israel. 
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Comment/ letters 

Dan hotels believe tourism 
will rebound 

Current occupancy rates below break-even point 

, 'If present-day balance 
s~eets were our only. crite
na, we would probably 

close down some of our 12 hotels," 
admits Rafi Baeri, vice-president 
for marketing and sales of the Dan 
hotel chain. "However," he quickly 
adds, "we won't do so, because we 
believe in the future of Israeli 
tourism." 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

The Dan 
hotels are 
not suffer
ing equal
ly. Those 
that cater 
primarily 
to busi-
ness peo

ple are doing reasonably well in 
spite of the Intifada, for commerce 
continues between Israel and other 
countries. But resort hotels, except 
in Eilat, are really feeling the pinch, 
for well-to-do families - who enjoy 
the comforts and can afford the 
five-star prices of the Dan chain -
are choosing to vacation in the 
Caribbean or the Riviera this year. 

Jerusalem is hardest hit. It is per
ceived overseas, correctly or other
wise, as being particularly danger
ous. This has grave consequences 
for the Dan hotels, which have 
three establishments there, includ
ing the world-famous and extreme
ly elegant King David. 

During the first quarter of 2001, 
the occupancy rate for the Dan 
chain averaged 48 per cent, down 
from 60 per cent in the first three 
months of 2000. The drop in 
Jerusalem was even more precipi
tous. 

Current occupancy rates are 
below the break-even point, and so 
cutbacks are the order of the day. 
Among other things: 

*Some 600 temporary employees 
have been dismissed.; 

* Another 550 are now on leave 
without pay. During their period of 
enforced idleness, they are receiv
ing financial assistance from the 
government and the Dan chain, as 
well as participating in advanced 
training courses. 

*The 2200 still on staff are now 
working four days a week, and 

. have taken a 25-per-cent pay cut; 
this applies to everyone from top 
executives to chamber maids. 

*Renovations have been post
poned indefinitely, and inventories 
reduced. Thus, for example, food is 
purchased for only two days at a 
time. 

The one area unaffected by econ
omy measures is marketing. 
Particular efforts are being made to 
attract local people, maf\Y of whom 
never dreamed that they could stay 
at oJle of the Dan hotels. They are 

Why we came to the Holy Land now. 
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Ad showing Christian tourists in 
the Galilee~ 

offered attractive rates, particularly 
if they come as part of an organized 
group, be.it composed of teachers 
from Tel Aviv, bus drivers from 
Haifa or clerks from Beersheba. 

But the key to their economic 
success, and that of the tourist 
industry as a whole, is overseas 
tourism, hitherto responsible for 65 
per cent of Dan guests. There are 
still some visitors, among them 
Evangelical Christians who support 
the Jewish State under all circum
stances, and groups of Jews who 
come to show solidarity with Israel, 
albeit for a very short time. While 
this is better than nothing, it is no 
solution. This can only be achieved 
by convincing hundreds of thou
sands of potential tourists that it is 
safe and worthwhile to visit Israel 
now. 

In an attempt to do so, the Israel 
Ministry of Tourism, the Dan 
Hotels and other interested bodies 
are trying to persuade various gov
ernments to revoke their warnings 
about trips to Israel, and, simulta
neously, they are running a major 
advertising campaign. It is spear
headed by full-page ads based on 
testimonials from recent visitors to 
this country. One of the ads shows 
a group of church people at the 
Mount of the Beatitudes near the 
Sea of Galilee, They are quoted as 
saying that they decided to come to 
Israel despite concerns expressed 
by their families and friends, and 
are pleased that they did. Their 
presence and their prayers, mem
bers of the group say, are meaning
ful. They conclude with a statement 
that they have seen "truths you 
won't find in the news," and plan to 
share them with others. 

How effective these ads will be in 
. competition with sensational TV 
newscasts remains to be seen. 

The writer lives in Rehovot, 
Israel. 
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Middle East Peace Quilt exhibit, forum, a cynical sham 
I would like to voice my strong 

objection to the Middle East Peace 
Quilt exhibition currently on dis
play at the Mennonite Heritage 
Centre. I have no objections to the 
artist - I assume her intentions were 
honorable efforts to promote peace 
- and the quilt pieces themselves 
are wonderful, ranging from the 
comical to the beautiful to the 
hopeful to the stark and painful. 
The many people who contributed 
their talents and energies on these 
quilt works were, I felt, sincere and 
thoughtful; many truly wanted to 
move peace in the Middle East for
ward. 

What I object to is the sham of 
the hosting organization, The 
Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC), and the venue the exhibi
tion was held in, the Mennonite 
Heritage Centre. By hosting an 
exhibition such as this, the MCC 
tried to deflect from accurate per
ceptions that they are partisan and 
have a distinctively pro-Palestinian 
identity on issues relating to the 
Middle East, and particularly to 
Palestine and Israel. Because of 
their narrow and one-sided view
points, they can never be brokers 
for a Middle East peace. 

If they were serious about wanting 
attendance from all sides of the 
Middle East conflict, the MCC 
would never have held the opening 
remarks on the Sabbath well before 
sundown. Any observant Jew, 
because observing the Sabbath 
means they cannot dri ve on the 
Sabbath, would not be able to 
attend the opening. 

I am Jewish and proud of it, and 
also consider myself to be progres
sive and open-minded. I do not 
back an Israeli government or 
Israeli prime minister simply 
because they are the ones in power; 
I support the goals of the "Shalom 
Achshav - Peace Now" movement 
in Israel. However, the political 
agenda and obvious partisanship I 
heard at the opening of the Middle 
East Peace Quilt exhibit would 
alienate even the most progressive 
and open-minded Jew 

At the opening, I heard speaker 
after speaker - all Palestinian or 
Muslim except for one token Jew 
and the artist herself - read from a 
book on the Palestinian ·experience. 
Even the token Jew read solely 
from this book. There were no 
readings or even mention of the 
Israeli experience. 

Some of the readings spoke about 
never, ever being able to forgive the 
Israelis - hardly a basis for reconcil
iation or moving dialogue forward. 
Some Palestinian readings voiced 
their furious objections to the indig
nity of being stopped at checkpoints 
because they were· Palestinian -
without acknowledging that 
throughout Israel's history, there 

have been Palestinians who have 
gone into Israel on suicide-bombing 
missions or left car bombs in the 
marketplace, Checkpoints are not 
simply there to make Palestinian 
lives miserable - although that is 
what seemed to be implied from the 
reading, without the Israeli view
point to act as counterpoint - and 
yes, Palestinians rather than Israelis 
will be checked because, as a rule, 
Israelis don't plant bombs on 
Palestinian territory. 

This does not mean I do not rec
ognize that there are many legiti
mate Palestinian issues and legiti
mate grievances against Israel, or 
realize that their lives have been 
brutal and harsh. But this must be 
balanced with what is a reasonable 
complaint, not what is simply 
"Israeli and Jew-bashing". 

One particularly unfortunate 
comment by one of the Islamic 
speakers was that "after all, Israel 
was just created because the west
ern world felt gUilty after the 
Second World War." The veiled 
intimation behind her comment is 
that Israel doesn't have a legitimate 
right to exist, and that it was creat
ed solely in response to a western 
European and North American 
"problem". Although there are 
grains of truth to the statement, it 
also paints a very inaccurate por
trayal of Israel as a country mostly 
inhabited by "western Jews" i.e. 
North American Jews or Jews of 
European ongm (known as 
"Ashkenazi")). Roughly half the 
Jews in Israel are of "Sephardic" or 
Middle Eastern descent. Many of 
these Jews fled to Israel from coun
tries like Morocco, Yemen, Iraq 
and Syria. They experienced gross 
mistreatment, religious persecution 
and ethnic hatred in most of these 
Arab countries. 

The token Jew presented to me 
the most insulting incident of the 
evening. At the end of the speeches, 
a Palestinian man offered an 
Islamic prayer. When it came to the 
token Jew's tUf!l, he apologetically 
said he couldn't, because every 
Hebrew prayer would "invoke 
Israel" - as if invoking Israel were 
an evil thing or something to be 
ashamed of! His ignorance of the 
beautiful intent (kavanah) of many 
Hebrew prayers meant that a won
derful opportunity to promote 
peace and understanding was lost. 

I expected, since this was billed 
as a Middle East Peace Quilt exhib
it, to find a forum of progressive 
Muslims and Jews, Arabs and 
Israelis,who truly wanted to build 
bridges and open dialogue on how 
to foster Middle East peace and 
encourage it here and in Israel and 
Palestine. What I encountered 

. instead was a cynical sham. ..' 
SANDY RUBINFELD' 

Winnipeg 
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