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Students from Winnipeg's Jewish day schools, Hebrew Bilingual 

Programs share their thoughts 

The following submissions are by students at 
Oholei Torah School, at the LHbavitch Centre, and 
Ohr HaTorah School, at Herzlia Synagogue. 

Shavuos 
By SOSSIA CHARYT AN 
Grade 5, Oholei Torah School 

Shavuos is the time we got the ".'::1F'01. 

Torah in the year 2448, and we 
have to keep the 10 command
ments. They are: 
1 I am g-d your special g-d. 
2 don't have any other g-ds 
3 don't use g-d's name in vain 
4 Remember and keep the 
Shabbas holy. 
5 Honor your father & mother 
6 don't murder people 
7 don't do adul tery 
8 don't kidnap or steal 
9 don't be·a false witness 
10 don't be jealous 

The Magical Magician 
By YUDI BENAMOU 
Grade 2, Ohr HaTorah School 

Long ago, there was a castle in the forest. The 
people who lived in the castle were a king, a queen, 
an alien princ;e, a princess, a teacher, a magical 
magician and two servants. 

One day, the king asked his servants to watch the 
teacher teaching the prince and princess. When the 
servants saw the teacher teaching, they told the 
king that the teacher did not know how to teach 
them. 

The next day, the king decided to watch the 
teacher while he was teaching. He said to the 
servants, "Go get the magical magician!" 

"Okay," said the servants. 
When the magical magician came, he said, "What 

can I do for you, king?" 
"I want you to tum the teacher into a teacher that 

can teach a prince and a princess." 
"Okay," said the magician. 
The next day, the king came in and saw that the 

alien prince was not following, so the king said to 
the servants, "GO GET THE MAGICAL MAGI
CIAN!" 

"Okay," said the servants. 
When the magical magician came, he said. "What 

can I do for you,king?" 
"I want you to tum the prince into a real prince." 
"Okay," said the magician. 
The next day the king came in again, and said to 

the teacher, "Now you can' teach without me!" 
"Yay," said the teacher, and the king never had 

to come in again. 

.Information on Shavuos 
By TUBA 
SIMMONDS, 
Grade 5, Oholei 
Torah School 

Why do we have a 
custom to eat dairy on 
Shavuos? 

We eat dairy on Shavuos 
because when the Jews just 
got Torah, their dishes were 
not kosher because they just got . 
the mitzva of keeping kosher, so they couldn't 
cook with their meat dishes so they had dairy. 

Who do we stay up the whole night on Shavuos? . 
We stay up the whole night of Shavuos b~cause 

we want to fix the sin of the Jews when theIr slept 
before getting the Torah (with good intention), but 
they got up late the next morning. 

The Snowman Who 
Went to the Carnival 
By NICKI MEGED 
Grade Two, Ohr Hatorah 
School 

The carnival was com
ing and everybody was 
excited. The next day 
was the day of the car
nival. 

A gi rl wanted to take 
her snowman to the 
carni val, but there was 
one problem. There was 
a sign that said, "No 
snowmen allowed." The girl and the snowman 
tried to sneak in, but when they stopped in, the 
manager said, "I'm sorry, but your snowman is not 
allowed to come to the carnival. There is a sign 
right there ttiat says, "No snowman allowed". 

The girl and her snowman looked very sad but 
when they walked away, the manager said, "You 
can come in, but your snowman has to stay out." 

The girl said, "I can't. I'm afrai d he will mel t, or 
that someone will take him away." 

So the manager said, '~It's your choice., You 
could come in and leave the snowman here, or you 
could leave and forget the whole thing." 

They said, "We will leave." 
"I don't want my snowman to melt or someone 

to take him away," the girl repeated .. 
Just about when they were going to leave, the 

girl got an idea. She told the snowman that she had 
an idea. She told the snowman to come with her 
and she would tell him the idea on the way. 

She snuck into the manager's office, where all 
the costumes were, and put on a clown costume and 
went to the manager and told him ajoke. She said: 
"What happens to ducks who fly upside down?" 

"I don't know," he said. 
"They quack up!!" she answered. 
The manager was quiet for a second,. ~nd then he 

stat1ed laughing his guts out. The gIrl and the 
snowman ran past the manager without him notic
ing. They said, "We did it! We can go in after all!" 

They ran to the roller coaster and had a great 
time. They laughed and laughed until the sun went 
down. 

Winnipeg Jewish Men's Baseball 
(Cont. from page 10.) 

6th Place - Swat . 
. Revamped and with a new name and direction, 
look for Swat to surprise a few of the big bo~s and 
have a season to remember. This team may f!Dally 
see 10 wins in a season for the first time in a long 
time. 

Joel Samphir has recruited well, and once they 
all lea111 to playas a team, Swat wi II not be the 
perennial punching bag everyone is used to. . 

Pitching may be their weakest link, but look tor 
youthful exuberance to cany tl~is team a ~ong way 
and with a little luck, a run at fifth place IS not out 
of the question. With a favorable beg~nnil?g, Swat 
will build momentum into the meat at their sched
ule when they start to play the big three. 

Record - 10 Wins & 14 Loses. 

7th Place - Diamonds 
With the loss of their top five players, look for 

the Diamonds to take a giant step back from the 
past few years. Still a veteran team, they will start 
to jell around mid-season, and wIll challenge Swat 
for sixth, but fall just short. . 

Laurie Etkin and Earl Barish will hold thiS team 
togethcr as the many new f~ces karn to play 
together; look for a few surpnses from thiS team 
especially against their former teammates on 
Weste111 Glove. 

But with not enough big guns up and down their 
order, the Diamonds will be forced to play el1'Of

. free ball against the top teams if they hope to upset 
anyone.. . 

The ice cream will beflowmg at the Sugar 
Shack, unfortunately, they will not.be ~elebrating 
too ~any wins. If they can't esc~pe seventh, a 
first-round exit from the play-offs IS a guarantee. 

Record - 8 Wins & 16 Loses. 

8th Place - Ashkenazi 
The house has improved but not enough to move 

out of their familiar spot in the standings. Gary 
Minuk has again surrounded himself with some 
youthful talent, but will it be enough to win more 
then a handful of games? 

When they have all of their top players at a game, 
Ashkenazi will put up a good fight and maybe 
even surprise a few teams. 

Look for the House to keep in close against the 
bottom half of the league, but the top half will have 
no problems blowing this house.down·. . 

The House's on-field play Will be better thiS 
year, but look for .few .wins and no first-round 
upset in the playoffs as In past years. 

Record - 4 Wins & 20 Loses. 
Good luck to everyone, and enjoy what should 

be a very interesting year . 

Get in-depth news from 
Winnipeg's Jewis~ 

community, 
Israel & rest of the Jewish· 

world 
Subscribe to The Jewish 

Post & News 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

Dr. Ron Charach 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

At the University of Manitoba, Charach com
pleted a Bachelor of Arts in English and history, 
and studied creative writing with English profes
sor and poet George Amabile. 

After that, Charach worked at a group home for 
emotionally disturbed children and teenagers, and 
then enrolled here in Medical School, and went on 
to study psychiatry here. 

His own "anxieties" as achild and teenager were 
the main reason he went into that field, he says. His 
work in the group homc, where he got to see the 
"mental health system and aspects of people in 
distress", and seeing some relatives suffer from 
recUlTing depression were other motives. 

Charach continued his psychiatric training at the 
University of Toronto and New York Hospital -
C0111ell Medical Centre, and decided to specialize 
in psychiatric treatment of adolescents. He's a 
founding member,. past president and secretary of 
the Toronto Society for Adolescent Psychiatry. 

Over the years, Charach has written a wide 
variety of poems about being a doctor and a 
ps ychiatrist. 

"I always wanted to be a doctor br an English 
professor," he notes. He chose the first path, but 
his poetry writing allows him to immerse himself 
in his lifelong love of language. And his work as 
a psychiatrist often triggers ideas for poems. 

"When you hear people talk all day; you do get 
a good ear for dialogue and the dilemmas people 
face in the private world - how many are like or 
different from your own dilemmas." 
Dungen~ssque, the title poem in Charach's new 

collection, is just one example of how his psychi
. atric training helps shape his views, as a poet. 

"Crack me open like a crab," the poem begins. 
"Tour my body/find the emotionallimits,/ dredge 
my character/for small signs of pretense;/ you 
know they're there ... " 

The 95-page, softcover collection also includes 
several poems that deal with Jewish identity, and 
a glossary of Yiddish and other words a reader 
might need help with. 

In a poem titled "Visitations", the speaker dreams 
of a sports coach and a ballet school director 
pounding on his door on a Saturday, deman.ding t.o 
take his son and daughter away for practice. FI
nally, a rabbi appears at the door, urging him to 
bring his children to synagogue on "Friday riights" 
and "Sabb~lth Day". 

Interman'iage and assimilation are themes in 
several of Charach's poems in Dungenessque. 

In another poem, Immersion, the speaker watches 
with a rabbi from behind a "painted concrete 
block", as the "middle-aged poet's" young wife 
undergoes "ritual immersion" in a mikveh. 

And poems in the collection titled Blood Libel 
and Fancy Wedding also feature Jewish characters 
or the intermarriage theme. . 

Charach insists that his poetry isn't autobio
graphical. 

"People shouldn't assume these are real-life 
stOlies," he says. "Readers can assume they are 
real-life feelings, but shouldn't assume they hap
pened to me. People often make that mistake." 

Still, Ron and wife Alice, who is the daughter of 
intermarried parents, have two children, as does 
the speaker in Visitations. . 

The Charachs also have many middle-aged 
friends who are intermarried, and who also face 
the conflict between assimilation and remaining 
true to their roots, in raising their children; . 

A Portrait of My Father, another poem In 

Dungenessque, describes a father who was a bag
gage checker for the CPR, and died relatively 
. young, like Charach's father, Sam. .. 

The editing.i:>f t!:Ie book by George Amab.lle, .hls 
former creati ve writing professor, and publicatIOn 

. . 

by Signature Editions of Winnipeg has also put 
Charach in touch with his roots here, again. 

Charach observes that his Winnipeg past also 
played a big pU11 in launching his writing career. 

" There's the vividness of the people, the fact 
that the Jewish community is very small, and 
closely knit, and you .'get to know people very 
well. " 

And then, there's the Prairie setting, where you 
can sometimes see the sun set on the horizon, even 
in the city. . 

"It's almost as if the landscape is flat - there's not 
much to distract you from the human element." 

Visitations 
Last night I awakened to pounding at my door 
and a menace of infectious laughter. 
it was The Coach, with eight strapping kids, 
and my son the group was after. 
All had hazel eyes and sandy hair, 
and wore uniforms with a Gothic "D" 
on the back, a corporate logo. 
I hied to feign no surprise. 
"It'd be a shame," he said, 
"if an athletic kid like yours 
never got a chance to play. 
We practice FIiday nights. Games are on Satur
days. 
If he trains really hard, one day it just might pay." 

As soon as they left, I fell back into dreaming 
only to wake to a ballet troupe 
come to carry off my daughter. 
There were willowy girls with graceful necks and 
limbs 
costumed in black Danskins and pink pointe shoes. 
"The Dance," said the Artistic Director, "is a Tree 

. of Life. 
It would be a shame if an elegant girl like yours 
missed out on the pirouette and Ie gralld jete. 
If she's devoted, she'll one day hold the stage. 
We rehearse in the Church daycare up the street 
on Friday nights. We perform on Saturdays." 

In a sweat I lurched up from a nightmare 
to still more knocking 
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Greatcoat. 
I stammered, invited him in for a glayzeleh ray, 
I sensed he might be the prophet Elijah 
or some other Messianic geist. 
But as I backed into the house 
my head was deep in uneasy sleep, 
and I was fading fast in the eyes 
of zealots who know where my family lives, 
and who always come to play. 

Reprillfed with permissioll from DUlzgellessque, 
Sigllatllre Editiolls, PO Box 206, RPO Corydon, 
Winllipeg, Mallitoba, R3M 3S7. 
©200J, ROil Charach. 

WINNIPEG JEWISH THEATRE 

FUNNY GIRL 
AUDITION NOTICE FOR 

2001/2002 SEASON 

Equity and Non-Equity 
singer/dancer/actor roles 

Rehearsals April 15th· May 10th 

Performances May I I - 26th 2002 

Auditions to be held in the Berney Theatre 

June 20th/21 st 

Pictures and CV's must be received by June 11th 

Drop off or mail to: 

Winnipeg jewish Theatre 

C402-123 Doncaster St. 

Winnipeg. MB • R3N 282 

For more information call Jacqui Fox at 477-7478 

at mv door. 
This time it was a tall 
Young Rabbi 

LE,.,.ER ,.0 ,.HE CONNUIII,.y 

who carried an enor
mous book. 
He too had come for 
my children. 
"It would be a shame," 
he said, "if bright kids 

.Iike yours 
missed out on a chance 
to pray. 
Our services start on 
Friday nights. 
The devout come also 
on the Sabbath Day." 

I asked him to set down 
his book, 
but he gave me a look 
of pity, 
his eyes grown heavy
lidded 

For 37 years,The Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble has been an important part of the Winnipeg Jewish 
Community as weI! as the community at large. It has been acclaimed as North America's oldest: and 
largest Israeli folk dance group. Chai is made up of more than 40 dancers, singers and musicians: the only 
Israeli folk dance group in North America to perform exclusively to live music.1 accompaniment. 

Chai is currently threatened with two huge challenges· lack of rehearsal space and a shortage of ade
quate funding. Until March 7th. due to the generosity of a Chai supporter. we had the use of. I.rge. 
vacant: warehouse for our rehears::lls. Unfortunately (or us, the space has now been rented OUt and we 
have had to vacate and place all of our equipment and costumes in storage. 

The dedicated efforts of Chai's dancers, singers, musicians, technical staff and Directors have allowed us 
to reach the very high standards we have set for ourselves. The Chai Folk Ensemble h.s thrilled audiences 
and is proud to have performed all over: 

The Pan Am Games Opening Ceremony 
Israel 
Mexico City 

• Epcot Centre. Walt Disney World. Orlando. Florida 
Fargo, Kenara, Edmonton, Calgary, Estevan, London Ontario, Regina, Saskatoon, Vancouver, Halifax, 
Montreal, Toronto. SL Paul. Hamilton. SL Catherines . 
Ottawa for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
Folklorama's Israel Pavilion, every year since its inception in 1970 
India Earthquake Relief Concert coming up April 28.200 I 

As well as performing. The Sarah Sommer Ch.1 Folk Ensemble makes a significant contribution to educa
tion. The Usa Cohen School of Dance and the Ruach Dance Group provide Israeli dance lessons for chil
dren from ages 6 to 16 and are taught by current Chai dancers and alumni. Chai sponsors dance work
shops which we offer to the entire community.Chai is ready and able to do so much more than our budg
et allows. We are asking for assistance from the community to help keep Chai alive and thriving. We can 
be reached .t 477-7497 if you know of. way to help. 

Sincerely. 

as he transforrried into 
The Old Rebbe in a 

Lorne Weiss' President. Board of Directors 
CHAI FOLK ARTS COUNCIL 


