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PM Honours University Qf Winnipeg Graduates 
O

n his birthday a month ago, Richard 
Hechter received the gift of a lifetime. A 
staffer from the Prime Minister's office 

called to advise Hechterthat he had been awarded 
the Prime Minister's Certificate ofTeaching Excel
lence. 

The Prime Minister's Awards forTeaching Excel
lence recognize the efforts of outstanding teach
ers in all disciplines who provide students with the 
tools to become good citize.ns, to develop and 
grow as individuals, and to contribute to Cana
da's growth, prosperity, and well-being. As a 
student attending classes at the University of 
Winnipeg Collegiate, Richard .Hechter never 
dreamed he would return to teach there orthat he 
would receive the Prime Minister's Award for 
Teaching Excellence* one of the highest honours 
an educator can receive in Canada. 

Prime Minister Jean Chretien presented the 
award to Hechter at a gala ceremony in Ottawa on 
May 1 O. The PrimeMinister'sAwardsforTeaching 
Excellence are given annually to this country's 
most extraordinary educators. The Awards are 
given to teachers who demonstrate excellence in 
their commitment to and passion for the educa
tion of today's youth. 

Humbled by this national tribute, Hechter is 
nonetheless "thrilled beyond words" to be sin
gled out along with this year's other fine recipi
ents for this honour. "Together we represent the 

. countless teachers across the country who are 
dedicated to their craft and to the students they 
teach. This award enables many gifted teachers to 
gather to share their experiences and their 
thoughts about pedagogy, to encourage one 
another, and to go back to our students and 
colleagues energized." 

Hechter says that he was fortunate to have 
exceptional teachers at the Collegiate and the 
University of Winnipeg when he was a student. 
"My instructors and professors instilled in me their 
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sheer love of learning. They became my role 
models and now are my colleagues. As a faculty, 
we share the joy of learning with our students and, 
in turn, learn from them." 

Hechter began his teaching career in 1995 
instructing summer courses at the Collegiate, 
Canada's only on-campus university high school. 
He received his Bachelor of Education and Bach
elor of Science degrees from ~he University of 
Winnipeg in 1998. Hechter is currently complet
ing his Master of Education in Science at the 
University of Manitoba. Hechterteaches students 
in Senior 2 - 4 (grades 10 - 12) in general science, 
applied mathematics, chemistry, biology, and 
physics. He pioneered telecourse curriculum and 
also teaches an innovative telecourse for Senior 4 
Physics that is delivered via cable television to 
distance and adult learners. 

Hechter was nominated by colleagues and stu
dents last November. University of Winnipeg Vice
President (Students) Dr. Michael Fox (former Dean 
of the Collegiate) says he is in awe of the 26- year
old teacher. "I have worked with many educators 
over the past 20 years and this is the first time I 
have felt compelled to nominate a colleague for 
recognition as an outstanding educator. I believe 
that Richard has three critical components in truly 
reaching excellence in educating developing 
minds: a teacher's brain, a teacher's commitment 
to the craft, and, most importantly, a teacher's 
heart." 

Students have responded enthusiastically to 
Hechter's teaching style. "Can I still get into Mr. 
Hechter's class?" is a question often heard at the 
Collegiate. In fact, in Hechter's three years at the 
high school, enrolment in often-difficult courses 
such as Senior 3 Biology has almost tripled. Many 
of Hechter's students have received scholarships 
in science and engineering programs at a number 
of Canadian schools, including the University of 
Waterloo, Queen's University, McGill, the Univer-

sity of Toronto, and the University of Winnipeg. 
Robert Bend, Dean of the Collegiate, says he is 

proud to work with such a gifted teacher. "Mr. 
Hechter is a deserving recipient of the Prime 
Minister's Award for what he has accomplished in 
education, what he is presently doing in his class
room, how he motivates his students to consider 
science-related careers, and his vision of creating 
a province-wide physics learning network." 

Constance Rooke, president of the University of 
Winnipeg, says Hechter embodies the spirit of the 
Collegiate. "We are delighted thatourown Richard 
Hechter has been honoured in this way. He's a 
brilliant teacher, deeply committed to students 
and to innovation in pedagogy. Richard exempli
fies perfectly the lively spirit of the Collegiate and 
the determination of the University of Winnipeg 
as a whole to put students first." 

Prime Minister's Certificates of Achievement 
were awarded to Scott Radley, a '92 UWinnipeg 
BEd graduate teaching at Ecole Powerview in 
Beausejour and Leslie Gentes, a UWinnipeg BEd 
grad from the Class of '89 teaching at Sargent 
Park School in Winnipeg. 

"Great teaching is aboutinspiring students and 
one of the most important rewards for teachers is 
to see their students grow and flourish, /I states 
Annabelle Mays, Dean of Education at the Univer-

. sity of Winnipeg. "This is as true for university 
faculty as it is for elementary and high school 
teachers. My colleagues and I are very proud of 
the' accomplishments and honours awarded to 
Hechter, Radley, and Gentes and feel rewarded by 
their success. They are excellent representatives of 
the quality of graduates produced by the Bachelor 
of Education program at the University of Winni
peg./1 For more information on the University of 
Winnipeg visit: www.uwinnipeg.ca For more in
formation on the Prime Minister's Award visit: 
www.schoolnet:ca!pma 
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great teacher guides students into the larger world and equips them with 

they need to thrive as individuals and as citizens· of the world. The 

nnrenmy of Winnipeg congratulates three great teachers - Richard Hechter, 
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The art ofliving ... in your garden: Di·scover the 
joys of landscape design 
By NATHALIE 
HOUDE, 
Botanlx Landscape 
Architect 

(NC) - Who doesn't 
dream of spending a 
few stolen moments of 
pure relaxation in an 
enchanting and mel
lowing atmosphere 
created by abundant 
flowers and lush green
ery, a space that's all 
about you ... A room 
scented by bushels of 
thyme and rosemary 
placed by the door. A 
decor that lends itself 
perfectly to your fa
vourite 
activities ... sharing a 
glass of wine with 
friends, flip ping 
through yourfavourite 
magazines over coffee 
on a lazy Sunday morn
ing, taking an after
noon nap, or sinking 
into, your fayourite 
couchwith a hot lemon 
tea ,after a tough day 
and listening to the 
chirping of. the birds 
playing in your own, 
garden pond. Done 

• 'righf,'awellde'signed 
garden can help you 
rediscover what life's 
really about. 

Whether you own a 
townhouse, a larger 
property surrounded 
by a lawn that takes all 
of Saturday morning to 
care for, a condo with a 
tiny terrace overlook
ing the parking lot be
hind the building, or 

even if you rent a third
floor apartment with a 

. tiny balcony, you can 
design a garden that 
can change your way 
of life . 

It's not a question of 
undertaking huge 
projects or of modify
ing or adding a room 
to your house, but 
rather, it's an opportu
nity to expand your 
decor. Just take a peek 
out your window: it's 
all right there in your 
own back yard! 
'. Five Steps to a Suc
cessful Garden 

.. 1) Determine" your 
needs 

What do want from 
your newly designed 
garden? Will you be 
using it during the day 
or mostly in the 
evening? Will the gar
den be a backdrop for 
meals? Are you think
ing of setting aside 
some space to grow 
fragrant herbs whose 
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scents stir up memo
ries of Italy, delicious 
berries just bursting 
with flavour, or colour
ful and juicy fruits and 
vegetables? 

Note: if you're plan
ning to design your 
garden from scratch 
using yet untouched 
land, start by making a 
complete list of your 
needs; however, if 
you're thinking of re
designing an existing 
garden, the first step is 
to decide what you're . , 
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integrate or improve. 
. 2) Time and moriey:' 

it's all about planning 
Before you break 

ground, determine 
how much time you're 
willing to dedicate to 
maintaining the gar
den; don't forget to 
include the time 
needed to mow the 
lawn, water the grass 
and plants, and remove 
weeds, to name just a 
few. Money. is also an 
important factor to 
consider when you 
start planning. You can 
budget over several 
growing seasons, and 
thereby plan to carry 
out the work within a 
comfortable 
timeframe. Using this 
approach, you can cre
ate a realistic schedule 
based on your availabil
ity and financial means. 

3) Locate available 
space 

Before developing 
your landscaping plan, 
it's a good idea to take 
some photos and 
measure the available 
space. Don't forget to 
obtain a municipal ar
rangement certificate. 

4) Developyourstyle 
Soliciting the help of 

a landscape architect 
could help you make 
some enlightened 
choices in line with your. 
tastes, budget and es
tablished timeframes. 
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Take a Librar,Y Safari 
this Summer! 

Go to your nearest Winnipeg Public Library and Join the sum
mer reading program called Take a Library Safari! The program 
starts June 28 and ends on August 9. Have fun reading and get a 
free two-far-one voucher+ redeemable for a general admission 
ticket for Library Night with the Winnipeg Goldeyes on 
Wednesday, August 15. 

Check out your library for free children's programs plus register 
for special celebrity readings by Goldeyes players. 

+ Vouchers and tickets subject to availability. 
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