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Community news 

Christians helping Jews make modern-day 'exodus'. 
'Exobus'transports eastern European Jewish immigrants making aliyah to nearest airports 

By 
ZEILIG 

MARTIN com'munities, was 

It's like a modern
day version of the bib
lical story of Exodus. 

sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of 
Winnipeg/Combined 
Jewish Appeal, the 
Jewish National Fund, 
Christians for Israel 
and the related 
Bridges for Peace. 

, "." 

But instead of the 
departure of the 
Israelites from slavery 
in ancient Egypt, 
Exobus helps Jews 
return to "their ancient 
homeland by provid
ing transport from 
their hometowns in 
Ukraine and Russia to 
the nearest interna
tional airports from 
where they can fly to 
Israel," said Phil 
Hunter, director of the 
Exobus Project. 

Hunter, who was on 
a cross-country tour 
promoting Exobus, 
spoke at a lunchtime 
meeting in a board 
room at the Asper 
Jewish Community 
Campus on May 24. 
The meeting, which 
was attended by about 
a dozen invited indi
'viduals from both the 
Jewish and Christian 

According to pro
motional material, 
Exobus is an interna
tional prophetic and 
practical project 
founded in the U.K. in 
1991. Exobus has 
carried over 65,000 
Jewish people "on 
what is often the most 
traumatic part of their 
return home." 

Reverend John 

PHIL HUNTER, director, of Exobus Project, speaks to gathering at 
Asper Campus. "We will assist people (Jews from Eastern Europe) 
financially and practically with visas and passpor,ts," he said. 

Howson, national 
director of Bridges for 
Peace, called the 
meeting an historical 
occasion. His organi
zation helps fund 

. Exobus. 
"I feel accepted by 

the Jewish communi
ty," he commented. 
The meeting came 
about after Evelyn 

Hecht, director of 
community relations 
for Federation/CJA, 
was first approached 
by Howson. 

"We decided that 
this was the best way 
to talk about the pro
ject in a lunch hour 
meeting with an invit
ed guest," said Hecht. 

"They really seem 
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to be driven. We want
ed to learn more about 
the kind of w.ork they 
do in bringing Jews 
from Ukraine and 
Russia to Israel. We 
needed to meet them 
face to face and get a 
better handle on it. I 
certainly did. We have 
a much better comfort 
/evel now and an 
admiration and 
respect (for the work 
of Exobus and 
Howson'sorganiza
tion)." 

Rami Kleirimann, 
the JNF's Jerusalem 
Emissary for the 
Prairie provinces, also 
declared the gathering 
a very important 
event. 

"I've been involved 
since the early 1990s, 
working with Zionist 
Christian support 
groups to .Israel," he 
said. 

Kleinmann used to 
be based in the U.S., 
where he'was coordi
nator of the Christian 
(obby for the $10 bik 
lion U.S. loan guaran
tee that Israe I' s 
Shamir government 
requested to help 
Israel absorb the huge 
wave of Jews from the 
former Soviet Union. 

"And I've been 
working to strengthen 
the relationship 
between Christian 
Zionists and the State 
of Israel," he noted. ' 

"Most of the Israeli 
public and world 
Jewry are not aware of 
Christian Zionist 
groups,' and the fact 
that their membership 
is in the millions 

across the wor/d. Such 
groups exist in 
Canada, the U.S., 
Europe, Indonesia, 
Korea and Japan." 

Hunter, 57, who 
peppered his talk with 
bi blical refere'1ces 
and personal anec
dotes, has for the last 
28., years been the 
owner of Good News 
Travels, a Christian 
company that is now 
exclusi vely engaged 
in Exobus work. 

"We've got 30 vehi
cles in the East," said 
the engaging, white 
haired Hunter, "and 
most are in Ukraine, 
Moldova and Western 
Russian. We do five or 
six runs a day all year 
round. What we'd like 
to have is an under
standing from the 
Jewish community. 
There are 2000 years 
of awful history to be 
bridged. I get a little 
frustrated with the 
Christian Church 
because it should 
know better." 

He emphasized that 
the Old Testament 
makes it very, clear 
what role non~Jews 
should have towards 
Jews. Hunter stressed 
that while Exobus is 
supported by most 
"mainline" Protestant 
denominations, their 
main backers are 
Christians for Israel 
and Bridges for Peace. 

"We will assist peo
ple (Jews from 
Eastern Europe) 
financially and practi
cally with visas and 
passports," he said, 
adding that his organi-

zation 
closely 
Jewish 
Israeli 
officials. 

also works 
with the, 

Agency and 
government' 

, During his address" 
Hunter, who jokingly 
referred to himself~s 
"an Englishman' 
abroad without a tie," 
showed clips from a 
video documentary 
which' had disturbing 
scenes of an anti
Semitic rally and. 
march of an' ultra 
nationalist organiza
tion in the former 
Soviet Union. 

"Anti-Semitism is 
alive and well. The so
called Christian 
church (in that PaIt of 
the world) is deeply 
an ti -Semi ti c," he 
observed, noting that 
the anti-Semitic 
forgery, "The 
Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion", is 
still found on street 
comers and bookstalls 
and in some churches 
there. 

But the film also 
contained moving 
scenes of the work 
Exobus is doing. in 
supporting over 200 
Jewish orphans, 
between the ages of 
three-IS, in Ukrai ne 
and Russia. Most of 
the orphans are either 
in orphanages or in 
surrogate homes. 

"Our ultimate goal 
is to. get them to 
Israel," Hunter, a for
mer mathematics 
teacher, said. 

For further informa
tion, contact Bridges 
for Peace ill Winnipeg 
or Christians for 
Israel, P.O. Box 1447, 
Cambridge, Ontario 
N1R 707. 

Correction 
A headline for an ad 

feature in last week's 
issue was incorrectly 
titled "Conference on 
Jewish Radicalism in 
Canada". In fact, as 
the ad feature and 
accompanying . ad 
went on to say, that· 
September 8 to 10 
event, being present
ed by the Jewish 
Heritage Centre of 
Western Canada, will 
be a "Conference on 
Jewish Raqicalism in 
Winnipeg" . 

Community news 

Grade 3Shore Elementary School debating club. Front row, from left: 
Jared Ackerman, Yael Kaplan, Saul Werrier, David Thompson, 
Brittany Kessler. Back row, from left: Lora Goldberg, Taylor Smith, 
Aviva Cramer, Amber Sucharov Benarroch, Alexa Solomon, Danielle 
Pollock, Galia Pollock, Miriam Sneiderman, Zev Faintuch, Aiden 
Fishman, Matthew Bernstein, Zara Goldberg. 

Third graders speak their minds 
in debating club 

'Candy during recess', 'school uniforms' 
among issues tackled 

Should the students at the Gray 
Academy of Jewish Education be 
allowed to eat candy outdoors, dur
ing recess? What about a reporting 
system that includes five reports a 
year; instead of the current three? 
Should the Gray Academy students 
be required to wear uniforms? And 
what about the question of building 
a skating rink for the students and 
community at large, on our 
grounds? Should we lower the age 

of military service in Israel? These 
were some of the issues discussed 
and debated by a newly formed 
club at the Gray Academy's Shore 
Elementary School. 

Mara Barsky,' a tcacher at the 
Gray Academy, and Barney 
Sneiderman, a professor in the Law 
Faculty at the University of 
Manitoba, organized and imple
mented this exciting new club. 

Inspired by the existing debating 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes that indicates 
the material inside the box is fully or partly paid for. 
Stories with headlines in a typestyle other than the 
one used for standard news stories (samples of stan
dard news headlines appear with all stories on page' 
1) are also partl y or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for 

publicity about upcoming events running in this 
newspaper. 

o Stories, community calendar and other announce
ments publicizing upcoming events are charged for 
at $11.15 pI us GST for every 20 words. 

o Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the ad runs. 

o Announcemcnts of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

o All news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are.authorizeci to run at the full display advertising 
rate. , 

o Ail news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, I1ridayj4 ' , ' . 

for the following week:s paper. 
~ We cah't'be responsible for the delivery time of 

the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
atleast two weeks in advance of the event. 

.... -, 

-, , 

program at Joseph 
Wolinsky Collegiate, 
many Grade 3 students 
expressed an interest in 
having their own pro
gram. Our Debating 
Club commenced in 
November and contin
ued until April. Prior to 
experiencing actual 
debates, the students 
were provided with 
training and experi
ences in public speak
ing, pre-requisites for 
effective debating. 
After every member 
presented speeches and 
readings in front of the 
group, the students 
evaluated each other, 
and critiqued each 
other on strengths and 
areas that required fur
ther development (stars 
and wishes system). 

Anticipation and 
excitement grew, and it 
was time for THE 
GREAT DEBATE! 
Twenty students partic
ipated in the actual 
debates. DanieIIe 
Pollock played the role. 
of moderator and she 
did an excellent job! 

(Cont. on page 8. See 
"Debating club".) 
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IRMA PENN, Jewish Heritage Centre archivist, with some of the cen
tre's archive items, including (at left), the 1938 poster for a Yiddish 
version of the Clifford Odets play,Awake and Sing, and (centre) a 1916 
front page of The Israelite Press marking the 300th anniyersary of 
Shakespeare's death; photographs of about half a dozen of those her
itage centre items are to be included in the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization's new "multi-lingual print shop". 

Winnipeg Jewish community 
memorabilia chosen 

for national museum's 
new 'multi-lingual print shop' 

1938 Yiddish theatre poster, 1916 Yiddish newspaper 
page amollg items selected for permanent display 

A poster showing a Winnipeg 
Yiddish production of Clifford 
Odets' play, Awake and Sing at the 
Dominion Theatre JUlie 7 and 8, 
1938. 

A Sunday, December 13, 1936 
souvenir program for the annual 
Grand Concert of the I L. Peretz 
Folk School Muter Farein at the 
BeeLon Theatre. 

An April 21, 1916 front page of 
The Israelite Press with a large 
illustration of William 
Shakespeare, commemorating the 
300th 'yohrtzeit" of his death ill 
Yiddish. 

Photographs of those and other 
historical items from Winnipeg's 
community will be displayed at 
the Canadian Museum of 
Ci vilization in Hull, Quebec start
ing late this month. 

The approximately half a dozen 
reproductions will be part of a new 
section of the museum's "Canada 
Hall", which offers an overview of 
Canadian civilization. The Jewish 
Heritage Centre of Western Canada 
supplied the Winnipeg Jewish com
munity items. 

Paul Robertson, assistant curator 
of the mL:seum, called Irma Penn, 
the centre's archivist, last 
December, about supplying printed 
material from the Jewish communi
ty here from 1900 to 1950, as part 
of a simulated "multi-lingual" 
Winnipeg print shop, circa 1950. 

Esther Leven, a volunteer with 
the heritage centre, went through 
old copies of The Israelite Press on 
file at the archives, to help Penn in 
her search. 

Families started giving such 
material to the Canadian Jewish 

(Congress office in Winnipeg when 
'" it created an archive in the 1960s, 
'and artifacts have kept on arriving 

since the Jewish Historical Society 
of Western Canada and its succes
sor, the Jewish Heritage Centre, 
took over that work. 

Winnipegger Evelyn Goldberg 
donated the Awake and Sing poster 
years ago; her late brother, Alfred 
Richman's name in Yiddish and 
photograph appear on it. 

Penn didn't have to supply origi
nal material for the items being 
used. The cover page of each poster ' 
or other print item chosen had to 
be photographed here professional
ly, before being forwarded to the 
museum, across the river from the 
Parliament Buildings in Ottawa. 

Carpenter thanked and compli
mented Penn for the material; he 
wrote that it fits the theme of the 
"multi-lingual print shop" at the 
museum "perfectly". 

"The main focus is on what the 
printed word meant to immi
grants," relying on their native lan
guages after their arrival in Canada, 
he told The Jewish Post & News 
last week. 

Harvey Goldberg, Evelyn 
Goldberg's son in Ottawa, and 
Harvey's wife, Ruthie Kahane, will 
attend the official opening; visitors 
to the exhibit, which Carpenter 
expects to last at least "15 or 20 
ycars", will be able to see the 
Awake and Sing poster through a 
"window" at the front of the "print 
shop". It will be at the top of one of 
a series of "finished print jobs", as 
if awaiting pickup by the shop's 
1950-era "customers". 

As for Penn, she feels the inclu
sion of the Winnipeg Jewish com
munity items underscores the 
import::lnce of the heritage centre's 
Work. ,. -", 
"'ThiswiUshow how valuable our 
archivesare.;\ 

~. 


