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JERRY'S CONCRETE WORKS 
\ 

• Specializing in residential concrete 
• 27 years experience 

• stamped coloured concrete • two year warrranty 
• references available • interest free financing 

r:iihJ . concrete removal and excavating 
~ • MCCA member • free estimates 

• seniors discounts • no deposit required 

Call Jerry 66 1-4444 

6S STEVENSON RD. 

fi1Ioot ~ 0/ CJ)it.1iI1ldWn 
• RESIDENTIAL • DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE 
• COMMERCIAL • AREA RUGS 

• Shop at home service available -Call for appointme/lt 
• Exclusive "Labour For life Warranty" 

Gory 5hnier 
Scott Margolis 632-6366 
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SAVE 51 SOD 

OFF FURNACE BLOWER CLEANING 
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S.ports news· 

Sports Dinner speaker a first-class mimic 
ESPN host Roy Firestone's subjects ranged from sports figures to entertainers 

O f course the 
29th Annual 
"Y" Sports 

Dinner was a smashing 
success! Why wouldn't 
it be? Especially when 
the organizing commit
tee took the elastic off 
the bankroll and 
brought in Jqhnny 
M:..this, Gordon 
Lightfoot, Smokey 
Robinson, the Beatles 
and the Bee Gees, 
BJ.Thomas, Neil Dia
mond, former U.S. 
president Bill Clinton, 
boxers Mike Tyson and 
Mohammed Ali, sports 
broadcaster Keith 
Jackson and comic 
Woody Allen. 

ROY FIRESTONE: He mimicked 
figures ranging from Bill Clinton to . 
Howard Cos ell. 

interminably as the Y attempted to 
be all things to all people. 

MC Allan B lye was most profes
sional. Flying in ·this well-known 
and successful ex-Winnipeg na
tive from California always adds a 
touch of class to any local enter
tainment. 

His account of being an ex-foot
ball player at St. John's High and 
on one of the faculty teams at the 
University of Manitoba was note
worthy. The young Blye was 
bloody, but unbowed. 

Sports broadcaster Don Wittman, 
40 years in the business, was 
honored at the dinner. A gem of an 
announcer, he was extremely emo
tional as he thanked his wife, Judy, 
and children for being so gracious 
and tolerant while he was an ab-

.. sentee father and husband for so 
The aforementioned many decades, covering sports events throughout 

SPORTING TOUCH talents all alTI ved at the the world. • 
Winnipeg Convention - As for the top Jewish athlete of the year, due to 
Center on May 30th a tie, there were co-winners . 
bundled into one dyna- The Idy and Max Nusgart Memorial Award was 
mite package, and all presented to versatile high school star 18-year-old 
bearing a marked re- Jill Swirsky and 16-year-oldhockeyplayerJacob 
semblance to Roy Fire- Micflikier, a student at Shattuck Prep in Minne-

HARVEY ROSEN stone_ He's a six-time sota, where he scored 41 goals and added 23 
Emmy and seven-time as:::ists. 

Cable ACE winner who hosts Up Close Prime Honored at the dinner were distinguished ath-
Time on the popular U.S. sports network ESPN. letes from the past - Paul Granovsky and Morley 

Despite the fact that Firestone was also one of Rypp, who were on national champion basketball 
the "Y" Dinner headliners backin 1987 along with teams in the early '50s, along with track champion 
NFL quarterback Doug Flutie, few likely pictured Max Kantor and five-pin bowler Eddie Cantor. 
who he was when he was re-invited in 2001. For Also acknowledged were Division A Maccabiah 
two reasons. The popular ESPN is not viewed in Hockey League champs Berkshire Investments 
these parts, unless you are a satellite pirate. And in and Division B winners Minuk Lasers. 
the past 14 years, the versatile 47 -year-old married The Samuel A. Gorenstein Memorial Heart and 
father of two has blossomed into a major star. Soul Awards went to Division A's Mark Hladik 

Many dinner attendees, who thought they recog- and Division B's Jill Winograd. 
nized the name, had likely dismissed the gentle- POST PATTER: 
man asajockwhointerviews sports figures and, as From now on, if you have any Jewish related 
in the past, was going to share locker room myster- sports information to share with this columnist, 
ies with a dash of dirt. Not so. He unabashedly feel free to e-mail me at HYPERLINK "mail to: 
admitted, "I was a vaudevillian in a different life." harv360@ri1b.sympatico.ca" 
Believe him. During the April 23rd NFL draft, not one Jewish 

The entertaining impressionist not only mim- collegian was selected out of 246 picks. It is 
icked the aforementioned, he brought back to life rumored, however, that kicker Vitaly Pisetsky out. 
Ed Sullivan, Sammy Davis Jr., Howard Cosell, of Wisconsin will be a free-agent signee. 
Elvis Presley, and Frank Sinatra, replete with the According to Firestone, the best athlete of all 
appropriate facial gestures. time was Ali. The generous Firestone also auto-

While he performed much of his shtick, large graphed copies of one of his several sports books 
screens set up around the hall displayed sporting and sold them at the dinner with all funds donated 
antics and disasters of an extremely comical na- to the Y. 
ture, Amusing, I suppose, if it were happening to The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a fonner 
someone else. school teacher, and coversfootball and hockey for 

In short, watching the Yiddish Firestone's act Canadian Press and Broadcast News. 
was the equivalent of having been catapulted to Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news 
Las Vegas, Nevada and dropped onto a chair at a about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia 
glitzy nightclub on the strip. The man sang, rapped, Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1 W7, e-mail: 
gestured and danced, all the while expending harv360@mb.sympatico.ca 
every ounce of his energy while working up a 
sweat for an obviously appreciative audience. 

As a headliner at the annual dinner, Firestone, 
who has had cameo appearances in several Holly
wood movies such as "Jerry Maguire" and "The 
Scout", was a most refreshing change.' 

Doubtless, the dinn6fcommittee will in the 
future be hard pressedlo maintain'th~ standard of 
this month's event. .' , 

What was also appealing this tirrie around was 
the more relaxed atmosphere, and a faster pace to 
the festivities. which in the past seemed to drag on 

Get in-depth news from Winnipeg's 
Jewish community, Israel 
& rest of the Jewish world 

Subscribe to The Jewish Post & News 

Canadian Jewish news 

SpeedDating's Rabbi A vraham Feigelstock. 

The speed-dating game 
Now you can lookfor love in seven-minute 
intervals 
By PAT JOHNSON 

VANCOUVER - Matchmaker, matchmaker, 
make me a match. You've got seven minutes. A 
New York dating phenomenon is coming to Van
couver and Jewish singles have responded with 
overwhelming enthusiasm, say local organizers. 

The c:ommunity Kollel, known mostly for Jew
ish educational ventures, is bringing speed-dating 
to the Lower Mainland. The process brings ,IS 
Jewish men and 15 Jewish women together in a 
casual environment, then mixes them up by putting 
one couple together for seven minutes flat before 
they stop, move to another table and spend seven 
minutes with another potential friend or mate. 
After each meeting, participants simply fill out a 
form saying "yes" or "no" to meeting that person 
again. Organizers later ta,bulate results and con
nect willing couples. The program has been fea
tured on television, in the New York Times and has 
proved enormously popular with Jewish singles of 

'a:lIages. Oneriewspaperdtibbed'it "A match made 
in seven." . 

Two local rabbis, Rabbi A vraham Feigelstock 
and Rabbi Shmuel Yeshayahu, are bringing the 
event to Vancouver. The first venture will take 
place this month at a city cafe, bringing together 30 
Jewish singles between the ages of 35 and 45. A 
few weeks later, different age groups will get their 
chance. 

Already, with little other than word of mouth to 
spur interest, 100 people have signed up and they 
will be divided into age categories beginning with 
under-25s. The oldest <:lpplicant so far is 70. 

Feigelstock said speed-dating is an ideal way for 
singles to meet, because it abandons any pretence. 
Although the Kollel offers countless social oppor
tunities, he said, some singles don't want to attend 
classes, join a shul or get involved in various other 
events in order to meet new people. He added that 
speed-dating is a simple, effective way to break 
the ice with new people and make, if not lifelong 
love, maybe a new friend or two. In fact, according 
to Feigelstock, 50 per cent of participants mother 
cities have come away with at least a new friend. 

Feigelstock defends speed-dating against the 
argument that it is a superficial environment in 
which to meet someone. He said that, in an average 
first date consisting of a movie or bowling, discus
sions tend to lack content. In a seven-minute 
meeting, there is an obligation to get to the point. 
Do you share the same values? Do you have much 
in common? Is there a basis for something more? 

An obvious question in a smaller Jewish com
munity like Vancouver's is whether most of the 
participants will already know each other. In the 
Jewish community, Feigelstock said, there is a 
limited dating pool. However, somewhat surpris
ingly, a huge proportion of the 100 participants 
already signed up are largely unaffiliated Jews 
with little other connection to the community. In 
seeking a potential partner, it appears that even 

. unaffiliated Jews seek out another Jewish person .. 
Reprinted with permission, The Jewish Western 

,Bulletin. 

CIC condemns 
continued 

Palestinian 
violence and 
rejectionism 
OTTAWA - Re-

sponding to two sepa
rate bombings May 25 
involving vehicles at 
Netzarim junction in 
Gaza and at the Hadera 
bus station, Joe Wilder, 
Canada-Israel Com
mittee national chair, 
stated that day: "At the 
very moment that the 
government of Israel, 
following the Mitchell 
Commission Report, 
has called upon the Pal
estinians to accept an 
unconditional ceasefire 
-andis unilaterally tak
ing other steps to help 
alleviate tensions - the 
reaction on the Pales
tinian side has been 
continued violence." 

"Palestinian Author
ity Chair Yasser Arafat 
has rejected Prime Min
ister Ariel Sharon's call 
for a ceasefire, terming 
it a 'PR stunt,' and has 
taken no steps to abide 
by the Mitchell Re
port's prerequisite that 
violence must stop and 
security cooperation 
with Israel be re
sumed." 

"Today's attacks, 
which in the case of 
Hadera left approxi
mately 40 Israelis in
jured, are a stark re
minder that Arafat 
clearly is still unpre
pared to tum away from 
violence and to impose 
order over terrorist fac
tions such as Hamas. 
Without such efforts, 
attempts to reestablish 
an atmosphere condu
cive to security andsta
bility are doomed to 
failure." 

"It is all the more cal
lous for these terrorist 
attacks to occur today 
while allIsraelis mourn 
the tragic deaths and 
injuries resulting froll} 
last night's accidental 
collapse of a banquet 
halI in Jerusalem where 
approximately 700 

/ people were gathered 
to celebrate a wedding. 
Our heartfelt prayers 
are with the families of 
last night's accident 
and with the families of 
the latest victims of 
wanton Palestinian ter
rorism." 
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Tax credit plan divides Jewish Liberal MPPs 
By RON CSILLAG 

TORONTO - On
tario's surprise an
nouncement last month 
of provincial tax cred
its for parents of chil
dreninindependentand 
private, faith-based 
schools is threatening 
to put one of the prov
ince's two Jewish Lib
eral MPPs on a colli
sion course with many 
of his constituents, and 
the other in direct con
flict with his leader. 

David Caplan, MPP 
for Don Valley East, 
says he's against the 
initiative "because it's 
the first step toward a 
voucher system." 

And Monte Kwinter, 
who represents the 
heavily Jewish riding 
of York Centre, sup
ports the measure -with 
reservations - putting 
him at odds with Lib
eral leader Dalton 
McGuinty. 

Canadian Jewish 
Congress met last 
month with McGuinty 
to address his fierce op
position to the credit. 

Some of the harshest 
criticism of the Equity 
in Education Tax Credit 
came from the Liberal 
leader, who at one point 
promised to kill the 
measure should his 
party come to power. 

McGuinty initially 
said he will fight the 
plan "tooth and nail" 
and called it "a new 
voucher program." 

The two sides more 
or less agreed to disa
gree following last 
month's meeting. 

Ed Morgan, CJC's 
Ontario region chair, 
said McGuinty has sof
tened his view that pri
vate schools are only 
for the rich, and that 
while McGuinty recog
nizes the unfairness re
ligious schools face, he 
cannot commit to fund
ingindependenteduca
tion when the public 
system is so strapped. 

"He acknowledged a 
point of principle and 
fairness for religious 
schools but not fornon,.,·, 
religious, independc;:nt· 
schools," Morgan said.:'. 
"He said this was not a 
tax credi t, but a 
voucher." 

Later, McGuinty told 
reporters his party will 
allow "nothing, no ini
tiative of any kind, to 
put (the public system) 
at risk, and this one 

DAVID CAPLAN: 
He's against the ini
tiative. 

surely does." 
Caplan, echoed that 

view, telling The CJN: 
"It's a voucher. You can 
dress it up or term it 
anything you want, but 
it's really a down pay
ment, a first step to
ward a voucher." 

While acknowledg
ing an "unfairness" 

M 0 N T E 
KWINTER: Sup
ports the measure 
with reservations. 

when it comes to edu
cation funding, Caplan 
said there are "other 
ways" to address ineq
uities, such as religious 
schools /l.ffiliating with 
public boards. 

Reprinted with per
mission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

EI Al restructures 
Canadian operations 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - The Canadian office of EI Al 
Israel Airlines appears to have dodged a bullet as 
the airline announced a dramatic restructuring 
plan that will see it drop several unprofitable North 
American and European routes. 

Departures from Toronto could actually increase 
under the restructuring arrangement, as Toronto 
takes on a new role as a transit point for Israel
bound passengers flying from Los Angeles. 

Flights would no longer originate in Toronto, 
but Canadians should see their choices increase to 
five weekly non-stop flights to Israel year round, 
said Stanley Morais, sales and marketing manager 
for EI AI in Canada. 

Currently, EI Al flies from Toronto three times 
a week in the winter and adds two flights in the 
busier summer season. The proposed changes are 
expected to be in place in November or shortly 
thereafter, Morais said. 

EIAI's recovery plan comes in response to 
major losses it expects to report in its 2001 income 
statement. EI AI lost $110 million (U.S.) in 2000 
and is expected to lose the same amount in 2001. 
The airline posted a profit of$16 million in 1999. 

Last month, EI Al CEO David Hermesh outlined 
plans to cut back the airline's operations by 20 
percent. The plan includes the sale of aircraft, staff 
reductions and the discontinuation of unprofitable 
routes. Although Hermesh would not indicate 
which routes were being dropped, the Is~aeli busi
ness press speculated they would include Man
chester, Copenhagen, Vienna, Chicago and Mi
ami, as well as flights originating in Toronto. The 
airline is expected to compete more heavily on the 
London, ·Paris, Amsterdam and Zurich routes. 
,,'EI Ai attributed its losses to the Palestinian 
uprising, whlthbegan in October 2000. "As an 
imrriedjateresult of this ... there was a significant 
fall-offin incoming tourism, widespreadcancelIa
tion. of bookings that were already in the system 
and also a drop in outgoing tourism... These 
events have a significant influence on the compa
ny's revenues and profits ... The aforementioned 
events are likely to have an effect on the compa
ny's business results in 2001 as well." 

Reprinted with pennission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 
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