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u.s. Jewish news 

With Burns and Kurtzer appointments, 
Bush's Mideast team begins to take shape 
By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(JT A) - After four 
months of planning 
Mideast policy with a 
team made up mostly 
of Clinton-appointed 
officials, President 
Bush is moving deci
sively to assemble his 
own team. 

The most prominent 
steps were the recent 
confirmation of 
William Burns as as
sistant secretary of state 
for Near Eastern Af

COLIN POWELL, Secretary of State (above 
left): Designated William Burns, Daniel Kurtzer 
and Martin Indyk (above, right) to serve as his 
Middle East Team. 

fairs and the nomination of Daniel 
Kurtzer to be ambassador to Israel. 

Secretary qf State Colin Powell 
two weeks ago designated Burns -
along with current u.s, Ambassador 
to Israel Martin Indyk and the consul 
general in Jerusalem, Ron Schlicher 
- to revive security talks between 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority. 
The trio is urging both sides to accept 
proposals outlined in May by an in
ternational commission led by former 
Sen. George Mitchell. 

The Bush administration views the 
three men as its Middle East team, 
with the same power and leeway that 
the Clinton administration gave to 
former Special Middle East Coordi
nator Dennis Ross and his group. 

While Ross became famous for his 
strenuous work in "shuttle diplo
macy," however, a State Department 
official said the new team will be less 
ubiquitous. "We're proving that you 
can be deeply engaged with the par
ties without a special Middle East 
coordinator," the official said. The 
SMEC office was closed by Powell 
in his first days at State, and Powell 
has said repeatedly that he is reluc
tant to reopen it. 

Analysts have criticized the lack of 
personal involvement in Middle East 
issues at the top level of the Bush 
administration, particularly by Bush 
himself and Powell. Samuel Lewis, a 
former U.S. ambassador to Israel, 
has said that Israel and the Palestin
ians were spoiled by the extensive 
personal attention from Clinton and 
previous presidents, and may inter
pret the lack of senior-level involve
ment as a lack of interest in the re
gion. 

The State Department brushes aside 
such concerns, saying Clinton's per
sonal involvement was so intensive 
as to blunt its effectiveness, and was 
a level of engagement too high to 
replicate. "We're cognizant in the 
administration that you do need to 
maintain the power of the presidency 
to impact the process at a suitable 
time," a State Department official 
said. However, the official added, 
now is not the time. 
, For the time being, the brunt of the 

task is left to Bums. The former 

ambassadorto Jordan was confirmed 
only May 25 as assistant secretary, 
but already had been working as an 
envoy for Powell. In his confirma
tion hearing, Burns called active 
American engagement in the Middle 
East "a necessity, not an option," but 
said the United States needs to be 
humble in its approach. 

"We have no monopoly on wis
dom in the Middle East," Burns said 
in front of the Senate Foreign Rela
tions Committee on May 17. "It is in 
our self-interest to listen carefully to 
our friends and consult widely, both 
inside and outside the region, while 
remaining committed to our princi
ples and expecting that our friends 
will address our concerns too." 

As assistant secretary, Bums' port
folio extends far beyond Jerusalem. 
He frequently will have to attend to 
other U.S. concerns in the region -
such as Iraq, Iran and Lebanon -
leaving a gap in the U.S. presence in 
the peace process. "I'm not so con
vinced that Bill Bums will be able to 
devote the amount of time to Arab
Israeli matters that Dennis Ross did," 
an official with a Jewish organiza
tion said. 

Though he is an Orthodox Jew, 
right-wing groups are concerned that 
Kurtzer will take a pro-Arab view
point, and they disagree with his po
sition on Israeli settlement in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Kurtzer is an opponent of "natural 
growth," a policy Israel uses to jus
tify its expansion of settlements. 

While the State Department has 
said repeatedly that it opposes the 
construction of new settlements, it 
has been evasi ve in addressing "natu
ral growth." Groups like the Zionist 
Organization of America have taken 
out advertisements opposing 
Kurtzer's nomination, but the diplo
mat has found unlikely allies in the 
Reform and Conservative move
ments, which sent a letter to Bush 
last month refuting criticism of 
Kurtzer. 

In foreign service circles, Kurtzer 
is considered a brilliant analyst. 

Both Bums and Kurtzer have strong 
relations with Arab leaders from their 
previous postings. 

Focus back on Ashcroft over office prayer sessions 
By SHARON pressuredthattheypar-
SAMBER ticipate," Saperstein 

WASHINGTON said. 
(JT A) - Congress may When Ashcroft held 
start its day with a devotionals in his Sen-
prayer,butthereisstiIl ate office, Shimon 
a clear separation of Stein, an Orthodox Jew, 
church and state when attended because he 
it comes to organized was interested in learn-
prayer and the federal ing about other faiths. 
government. Or is Ashcroft asked Stein, a 
there? JOHN ASHCROFT, legislative correspond-

Prayer or Bible stud- U.S attorney general: ent, if there was any-
ies have been held for His religious views thing he could do to 

and conservative ide- k I' years in congressional rna e 11m more com-
buildings. But is there ology concern some fortable. Now working 
a difference if a sena- Jewish organizations. in an anti-domestic ter-
tor, congressman or 
cabinet secretary holds 
the prayer session in his 
office? 

That question has put 
Attorney General John 
Ashcroft back under 
scrutiny. As a senator, 
Ashcroft held devo
tionals in his office. 
Now, as attorney gen
eral, he is holding them 
at the Justice Depart
ment, welcoming any 
and all staff. Ashcroft's 
religious views and 
conservative ideology 
concern some Jewish 
organizations, a 
number of which op
posed Ashcroft's nomi
nation as attorney gen
eral. Held about three 
times a week, the devo
tionals take place at 8 
a.m., before the gov
ernment workday offi
cially begins. Partici
pants - from as few as 
four or five to as many 
as 20 - lead the group in 
reading verses from the 
Old and New Testa
ments, memorizing 
psalms and offering 
prayer. 

"I don't see a prob
lem as long as there is 
no coercion and there 
is nothing to make peo
ple uncomfortable," 
said Rabbi Levi 
Shemtov, director of 
the Washington office 
of American Friends of 
Lubavitch. Shemtov 
said equal freedom 
must be applied to those 
who are religious and 
those who seek to have 
complete separation 
from religion. 

However, Rabbi 
David Saperstein, di
rector of the Religious 
Action Center of Re
form Judaism, said 
Ashcroft must be "very 
cautious" not to step 
over the line. There is 
no real prohibition 
against Ashcroft con-

ducting a religious 
event in a personal ca
pacity, Saperstein said. 
But, he added, for a, 
supervisor in a govern
ment setting - let alone 
the attorney general -
to conduct such an 
event sends out certain 
signals. "There is a real 
risk that employees 
may feel coerced or 

rorism office in the Jus
tice Department, Stein 
said he never has felt 
pressure to attend the 
devotionals - but he 
continues to attend. 

It would be a "poor 
assumption" to think 
that attendance at the 
devotionals is tied to 
greater access to 
Ashcroft, Stein said. 

u.s. Supreme Court refuses 
to rule on public display of 

Ten Commandments 
Bv SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - The U.S. Supreme 
Court has declined to hear a case testing whether 
a public display of the Ten Commandments vio
lates the separation of church and state. The high 
court last week could not get the four votes neces
sary to agree to hear the case, and as a result it let 
stand a federal appeals court's ruling against the 
display. 

By refusing to hear the case May 29, the high 
court turned aside an appeal filed by officials from 
Elkhart, Ind., who claimed a six-foot monument 
inscribed with the Ten Commandments that stands 
outside the city municipal building does not vio
late the Constitution's principle of church-state 
separation. 

The high court is now letting a U.S. court in 
Indiana decide what the city must do with the 
monument. A panel of judges from the 7th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals had previously ruled 
against the Indiana officials, saying the purpose 
behind the 40-year-old display "was to promote 
religious ideals." 

Judges in lower courts "will get the message that 
this is not an issue the Supreme Court is re
examining," said Marc Stem, the co-director of 
the American Jewish Congress' legal department. 
Jeffrey Sinensky, legal counsel and director of 
domestic policy for the American Jewish Com
mittee, said he would be surprised if the court 
would decide at a later date to take up a Ten 
Commandments case. 

By coincidence, the court's announcement came 
on the second day of the holiday of Shavuot, when 
Jews commemorate the giving of the Ten Com
mandments on Mount Sinai. Another bit of irony: 
Above the Supreme Court bench is a marble frieze 
depicting Moses carrying the Ten Commandments. 
The display does not break any church-state rules, 
Justice John Paul Stevens has written, because 
Moses appears along with other historicallawgi v
ers, including Mohammed and Confucius. 

I 

" 

World Jewish/ Israeli news 

,Court orders Kalejs extradition 
SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) - An Australian 

court ruled that an alleged Nazi war criminal 
should be extradi ted to Latvia, where he is wanted 
on charges of war crimes and genocide. Lawyers 
for Konrad Kalejs plan to appeal the May 29 
ruling. For years, Kalejs has faced charges of 
being involved in the wartime slaughter of civil
ians when he served as an officer in Latvia's pro
Nazi Arajs Kommando unit. The militia is held 
directly responsible for the deaths of some 100,000 
civilians, including 30,000 Jews, between 1941 
and 1943. 

Poland massacre inscription avoids, 
hard issue 

ROME (JTA) -The inscription for a new monu
ment to Jews massacred in the Polish town of 
J!!dwabne in 1941 will stop short of saying out
right that Poles, not Nazi troops, did the killing. 
The inscription, released May 28, alludes to the 
horrors of neighbors killing neighbors and warns 
that hatred should never again !.'set the residents of 
this land against each other." A Polish official 
acknowledged that the text is a compromise that 
won't satisfy everyone, especially some Jewish 
groups. But he said he believes it "reflects current 
knowledge and emotions surrounding the issue." 

Czech far-right party blasts Jews 
PRAGUE (JTA) - A far-right party filed a 

complaint with the Czech state attorney's office 
against the Prague Jewish Community over its 
recent appeal to the general public not to tolerate 
neo-Nazi activities, The National Social Bloc ac
cused the Jewish community of"scaremongeririg" 
and encouraging racial intolerance. 

Czech police arrest Israeli 
PRAGUE (JTA) - An Israeli man was among 

eight an'ested in the Czech Republic for conspir
ing to smuggle 100,000 pills of the Ecstasy drug. 
The pills, with a street value of $2.5 million U.S., 
were found May 28 in two suitcases at Prague 
airport destined for Canada. 

New president named for Baltimore 
university 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Rela Mintz Geffen was 
named president of the 600-student Baltimore 
Hebrew University after serving several months 
as interim president. Geffen's appointment comes 
a year after the university's previous president, 
Robert Freedman, cited tensions with Baltimore's 
Jewish federation - which allocates $1.1 million 
U.S. to Baltimore Hebrew University -as one of 
his reasons for resigning. 

Three Jewish educators honored 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The director of Hebrew 

Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion's new 
education school in New York, the headmaster of 
a pluralistic Jewish high school in Boston and the 
director of an Israeli dance program in Albany 
have been recognized as "outstanding Jewish edu
cators." Jo Kay, Rabbi Daniel Lehmann and Lor
raine Arcus received $20,000 U.S, each, plus 
$5,000 U.S. to spend in the institutions where they 
work, in the 11th annual Covenant Awards. 

Jewfish gets new name 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Scientific societies are 

renaming the jewfish, whose name some have 
found offensive, as the "goliath grouper," accord
ing to the Miami Herald. The fish - which has 
inspired such locales as Jewfish Creek in the 
Florida Keys and Jewfish Point in Los Angeles - is 

, an endangered species, 

Bombing 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Israeli officials were 
vague on how long it 
would take Israel to 
determine if Arafat was 
more serious about ob
serving this cease-fire 
than the numerous ones 
he has disregarded in 
recen,t months, but 
some officials spoke of 
a testing period of one 
or two days. 

The Palestinian Au
thority"has established 
in its tenitory a coali
tion of terror, and is at
tempting to disguise it 
with words of peace as 
lip service to the inter
national community, 
while continuing to in
cite its people to hatred 
and violence," Israel 
said in a statement is
sued after the attack. 
"Israel calls upon the 
'international commu
nity to take action that 
will clarify that terror
ism has a political 
price." 

Sharon was quoted as 
telling his Security 
Cabinet on Sunday that 
the Israel Defense 
Force made the assess
ment that Arafat's call 
for a cease-fire was 
merely tactical and did 
not represent a strate
gic decision to stop the 
violence. 

On Saturday, after 
Israel called off its uni
lateral cease-fire, 
Arafat called for an 
immediate and uncon
ditional halt to vio
lence, "Weare prepared 
to act in order to invest 
the maximum efforts 
possible to stop the 
bloodshed of our peo
ple and of the Israeli 
people," Arafat said at 
a news conference in 
RamaIIah. 

Some Israeli com
mentators were 
skeptical, however, 
noting that Arafat also 
said the Palestinian 
Authority already has 
been exerting maxi
mum effort until now. 

A day later, in any 
case, 14 Palestinian 
groups - including 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad 
and the 12 factions that 
make up Arafat's PLO 
- pledged thatthey have 
a right to continue their 
uprising against Israel. 

The Tel Aviv bomb
ing drew widespread 
international condem-
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Friends cry during the funeral for lIya Gutman, 
14, at a cemetery near Tel Aviv last Sunday. 
Gutman was one of the 20 Israelis killed and 
more than 100 injured by a suicide bomber 
Friday night outside a Tel Aviv disco popular 
with young immigrants from the former Soviet 
Union. Credit: Brian Hendler/iTA. 

nation Officials from 
the United States, Rus
sia, UnitedNations and 
European Union were 
among those condemn
ing the attack. Follow
ing Arafat's vow to 
pursue peace, Sharon 
told U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell that 
Israel would judge 
Arafat by his deeds, not 
his words. 

A statement issued by 
the Prime Minister's 
Office said Sharon told 
Powell in a weekend 
phone con versation 
that Arafat had made 
similar pronounce
ments in the past when 
he feared he would be 
harmed in response to 
"terrible deeds he com
mitted." 

Sharon told Powell 
that Israel expected 
Arafat to fulfill three 
conditions: end incite
ment, stop terror attacks 
and arrest all terrorists 
previously released by 
the Palestinian Author
ity. Powell canceled a 
trip to Costa Rica in 
order to remain in
volved in attempts to 
calm the situation. He 
spoke by phone with 
Sharon and Arafat sev
eral times over the 
weekend. 

On ,Surida)/;"Pc;>well 
said this is the timeJor 
Arafat to stop Palesf!n
ian attacks on Israelis. 
Speaking on NB'C-

TV's "Meet the Press," 
Powell also said he 
fears that a retaliatory 
strike by Israel in re
sponse to last Friday's 
suicide bombing could 
plunge the region into 
"an abyss that we might 
not be able to get out 
of," 

As funerals were held 
Sunday for victims of 
the bombing, their 
families, friends and 
survivors of the attack 
struggled to cope with 
the tragedy. 

The attack occun'ed 
around 11:40 last Fri
day night as groups of 
teen-agers waited in 
line for the doors to 
open at the Dolphin 
Disco, a nightclub lo
cated at the former site 
of an aquarium. The 
disco was known for 
throwing parties every 
weekend attended by 
youths from the former 
Soviet Union. 

The terrorist stood 
among a group of 
young people and deto
nated the bomb 
strapped to his body. 
The bomb had been 
packed with screws, 
bolts and ball bearings, 
increasing its deadly 
impact. "Suddenly, 
they flew up in the air, 
everyone together, be
fore my eyes," recalled 
A vi Mizrahi, owner of 
the Dolphin club. "I 
looked around and saw 

my security guards 
bleeding, and all these 
children on the ground, 
"I looked at myself and 
saw I wasn't hurt, but 
my shirt was full of 
blood. I pulled it off 
and cut it up into strips 
and started making 
tourniquets." 

Shai Har-Meshi, 
owner of a kiosk near 
the site of the bombing, 
described the scene be
fore and after the blast. 
"Dozens of young boys 
were sitting around, 
laughing, talking on 
[cell] phones, checking 
out girls. Within a sec
ond, the place turned 
into hell. 

Body parts flew in all 
directions. There were 
screams," he told the 
Israeli daily Ma' ariv. 
"There's a jumble of 
dead children!" a 
passerby was quoted as 
screaming. On Satur
day, street crews 
worked to wash off the 
remnants of blood from 
the site of the bombing, 
while police pushed 
back angry Jewish 
demonstrators who 
threw rocks and bricks 
at the nearby Hassan 
Bek mosque. 

As the day wore on, 
there was a tense stand
off as Muslim 
worshipers inside the 
mosque threw rocks 
back. The backgrounds 
of the bombing victims 
gave added poignancy 
to the attack. Most of 
the victims were teen
age immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union, 
and their personal sto
ries resonated with the 
experiences of young 
people adjusting to a 
new home and culture. 

"They always ac
cused us that the 'Rus
sian discotheques' are 
a differentiating factor 
in Israeli society. On 
Friday, the Russian dis
cotheque turned into a 
unifying factor in soci
ety. Suddenly, we're all 
Israelis," the daily 
Ha'aretz quoted one 
student, Igor Lautman, 
as saying. 

The dead iricluded 
two sisters, who· are 
survived by a younger 
brother and their 
mother; a young girl 
who immigrated with 
her father to Israel when 
she was three years old; 
and an immigrant sol
dier whose family is 
abroad. 
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