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Israeli news 

u.s., Israel working on deal to limit settlement expansion 
By MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - The United 
States and Israel are 
working on a deal that 
would end most expan
sion of settlements, ac
cording to an Israeli 
official in Washington. 
The deal calls for no 
building of new settle
ments, no expropriation 
ofland for building and 
no external expansion 
of existing settlements, 
said the official, speak
ing on the condition of 
anonymity. 

However, it is be-

lieved that Israel would 
be allowed to continue 
construction projects 
inside settlements 
where homes have al
ready been built. "We 
are going to use crea
tivity to get to a win
win situation," the Is
raeli official said, But 
the official ,noted that 
any settlement agree
ment wi th the Palestin
ians would only come 
after a complete cease
fire, a cooling-off pe
riod and the implemen
tation of confidence
building measures. 

These steps were con-
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tained in the guidelines 
of an international fact
finding commission led 
by former Sen. George 
Mitchell released last 
month. Discussions 
about the settlement is
sue have been taking 
place between Israeli 
officials and William 
Burns, assistant secre
tary of state for Near 
Eastern affairs, who is 
in the Middle East. 

"Israel is willing to 
find a formula that all 
sidescan live with,"the' 
Israeli official toldJT A. 
While welcoming the 
U.S.-Israel talks, Lewis 
Roth, assistant execu
tive director of Ameri
cans for Peace Now, 
said there are still sev
eral open questions re
maining about settle
ments, 

Among the issues yet 
to be broached are 
whether additional land 
will be ex propri ated for 
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access roads between 
settlements and Israel, 
and whether settle
ments believed to have 
been built after the elec
tion earlier this year of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon will re
main intact, Roth said. 

The definition of the 
, settlement boundaries 

will also be key, he told 
JTA. "Forthisproposal 
to have any meaning, it 
is going to have to have 
a very narrow defini
tion of what the 
boundaries are," said 
Roth, whose organiza
tion is opposed to set
tlement expansion. 
Roth saida broad inter
pretation of the bounda
ries could allow "con
siderable new construc
tion to go on." 

State Department 
spokesman Richard 
Boucher denied June 6 
that an agreement had 
yet been achieved. "We 
have not reached any 
agreement with the Is
raelis on settlement ac
ti vities," Boucher said. 
"We continue to see 
settlement activity as 
provocative as it risks 
inflaming already vola
tile situations in the re
gion, and therefore we 
continue to seeit as one 
of the issues - an issue 
that definitely needs to 
be addressed as part of 
the efforts to build con
fidence between the 
parties." 

However, Boucher 
refused to comment on 
any new proposals 
made by Israel regard
ing settlements. He did, 
however, acknowledge 
that the topic is being 
dealt with in discus
sions involving Burns, 
the Israelis and ambas
sadors in the region. 

The discussions 
come as Israeli-Pales
tinian violence dimin
ishedlastweek, follow
ing separate calls for a 
cease-fire from each 
side, CIA Director 
George Tenet arrived 
in the region June 6 to 
hold separate discus
sions with Israeli and 
Palestinian officials.on 
security..jssu~~~·· "'\ 

Separation plan revived 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

The idea of fencing 
off the West Bank was 
raised during former 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak's term. He ad
vocated total separation 
from the Palestinians if 
peace negotiations, 
which became dead
locked before the vio
lence began last fall, re
mained frozen. Some 
had argued at the time 
against the idea, be
cause a fence could be 
seen as an acceptance 
of the border that ex
isted before the 1967 
war. 

ARIELSHARON,Is
raeli prime minister: 
Eyeing a plan for cre
ating a security zone, 
with the 1967 border 
as its western border. 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has refrained from 
embracing his predecessor's separation plan, which 
included a unilateral Israeli withdrawal from iso
lated Jewish settlements in the West Bank. His 
spokesman, Ra' an an Gissin, dismissed the fence 
idea last week. "You can't cut off the territories 
with a fence and hope it will work," Gissin said 
June 5. "It's a very long and winding border. You 
would have to build about" 600 miles offences, he 
said. 

Instead, Sharon is currently eyeing an Israel 
Defence Force plan for creating a security zone -
as wide as five miles in some areas - that would 
have the 1967 line between Israel and the West 
Bank as its western border.' Mml'yof the Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank would fall within the 
planned zone, whose eastern border would fall 
near Palestinian-controlled areas. 

Located within the zone would be physical ob
stacles such as trenches, as well as lookout posts 
and electronic and thermal detection devices. The 
estimated cost, according to the army: $250 mil
lion U.S. Critics like Transportation Minister 
Ephraim Sneh, a former deputy defence minister, 
argue that the cost will be much higher. 

IDF officials hope that by using aerial recon
naissance and increased ground patrols the zone 
would greatly enhance security. The idea is not 
new. A similar plan was proposed by former 
Internal Security Minister Moshe Shahal follow
ing a series of terror attacks in early 1996. Under 
his plan, Palestinians w'ould not be allowed to 
work inside Israel - a move that could now prove 
devastating to the faltering Palestinian economy. 

Even as the idea of separation is reviving, oppo
nents are raising their voices loud and clear. Likud 
legislator Gideon Ezra charged that a separation 
plan, no matter how carefully planned, will prove 
ineffective. "What will you do here if you have 10 
simultaneous penetrations?" he asked, "Will you 
fight the infiltrators within Israeli cities?" Ezra 
said the billions of shekels that would be invested 
in the plan would be a total waste of money. "I will 
do everythi ng possi b Ie to preven tin vesti ng money 
under stress, an investment which will not bring 
about the desired results," he said. 

Sneh said the main obstacle to the plan would be 
the settlers, who would be caught within the newly 
created security zone, He said the zone - reminis
cent of the one Israel maintained in southern 
Lebanon until May of last year - would be an area 
in which settlers and soldiers would be the target 
of Palestinian militants. But supporters of the idea, 
like Likud legislator Michael Eitan, argue that it is 
better than having suicide bombers strike in Tel 
Aviv. 
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Palestinian terror attacks persist despite Israel's unilateral cease-fire 

111W 
JERU

SALEM 
(JTA) 
Following 
is a timeline 
of major at
tacks that 
Palestinian 
terrori s ts 
carried out 
afterIsraeli 
Prime Min
ister Ariel 
Sharon de
clared a 
unilateral 
cease-fire 
on May 21. 
It does not 

Demonstrators protest outside Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon's Jerusalem office May 31, following a week in 
which settlers were killed almost every day in Palestinian 
drive by shootings. Credit: Brian HendlerlJTA. 

include numerous at
tacks of lesser scope 
during the same period. 
Sharon rescinded the 
ceasefire declaration on 
June 2, a day after a 
deadly suicide bomb
ing at a Tel A vi v disco, 
but has yet to order any 
military retaliation. 

May 23 - An Israeli 
motorist is killed and 
another wounded by 
Palestinian gunfire near 
the West Bank settle
ment of Ariel. 

May 25 - A car bomb 
explodes near the 
Hadera bus station. At 
least 39 people are in
jured in that blast, and 
the two suicide bomb
ers are killed. Another 
suicide bombing takes 
place outside ~n Israeli 

army post in the Gaza 
Strip, killing only the 
perpetrator. 

May 27 - Two car 
, bombings take place in 

the heart of western Je
rusalem. The Popular 
Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine claims re
sponsibility for the first 
blast, which explodes 
shortly after midnight, 
causing no injuries. The 
second car bombing, 
coming hours before 
the start of the Shavuot 
holiday, is packed with 
mortar shells. The Is
lamic Jihad terror group 
claims responsibility 
for the blast, which in
jures some 30 people. 

May 29 - Three Is
raelis are killed in sepa
rate shooting attacks in 

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

the West Bank. Gilead 
Zar, a security guard 
for a West Bank settle
ment, is killed in a road
side ambush near 
Nablus, three months 
after he was seriously 
wounded in another 
shooting incident. Later 
that day, on the way to 
Zar's funeral, a resident 
of the settlement of 
Efrat - Sarah Blaustein, 
53, an immigrant from 
the United States - is 
killed when shots are 
fired at her car. Her 
husband, Norman, is 
slightly wounded, and 
a son, Sammy, is seri
ously wounded with 
three bullets in his back. 
Another person in the 
car, Esther Alva, 20, 
dies several hours after 
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," TEMPLE SHALOM 
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the attack. Terrorists 
also open fire on the 
Zarfuneral procession. 

May 30 - A car bomb 
explodes outside a high 
school in the Israeli 
coastal city of Net any a, 
injuring six people. 
Classes are not in ses
sion at the time of the 

explosion. 
May 31 - An Israeli 

settler is killed by Pal
estinian gunmen while 
driving near the West 
Bank city of Tulkarm. 
Zvi Shelef, 63, dies of 
massive head wounds. 
The attack takes place 
hours after Israeli and 

Palestinian security of
ficials meet for a sec
ond time in two days 
but fail to find a way to 
end the violence. 

June 1 - A suicide 
bomber kills 20 Israe
lis and wounds more 
than 90 at a Tel Aviv 
beachside disco. 
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