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Editorial/ comment 

Separation from Palestinians makes far more sense 

I' s Israel better or worse off because of the 
" ' Jewish settlements sprinkled throug~out the 
,," West Bank and parts of the Gaza StrIp? 

That question has become increasingly rele
vant since the renewal of the Palestinian Intifada 
,last September. 

Although there have been largescale terrorist 
bombings within Israel's pre-1967 borders, the 
settlers continue to be the most frequent targets 
of Palestinian violence, which sooner or later 
invites Israeli retaliation. 

Israel Danzinger, a resident of a yishuv in the 
southern West Bank, last month was quoted in 
the Canadian Jewish News as saying: "Our 
roads have become a living hell, Besides the 
usual alTay of rocks and molotov cocktails, we 
now have roadside bombing and sniping from all 
directions." ' 

Danzinger, 'who moved to Israel from New 
York 28 years ago, has a wife, eight children, 
and one grandchild. 

If the roads in the West Bank are that danger
ous, some might ask, what's keeping him there, 
and prompting him to put the lives of his chil
dren at risk, whenever they commute to 
Jerusalem or Tel Aviv? 

Orthodox Jews, in particular, feel they have a 

right and duty to settle in all parts of the 
Promised Land. 

Furthelmore, some of the settlements were 
established before the State of Israel, and 
revived after the Six Day War. 

The fact remains, however, that large numbers 
of Jews moved into West Bank settlements 
mainly thanks (0 government financial help. And 

,in the many smaller settlements, residents 
merely rent their homes from the government, so 
moving wouldn't mean that huge a financial sac
rifice. 

Given the violence Arafat initiated last 
September, most Israelis aren't willing to reward 
him now by closing down settlements. A strong 
case can also be made for maintaining Jewish 
control of settlements overlooking Israel's nar
row coastal plain. 

Over the long term, though, it's hard to fore
see any Palestinian government tolerating large 
numbet's of Jewish settlements scattered, as they 
are now, throughout the West Bank or in the tiny 
Gaza Strip. Given that reality, many will likely 
remain targets indefinitely, ensuring a continua
tion of the endless cycle of violence. Surely a 
cIearcut physical separation of Israelis from 
Palestinians makes more sense than that. 

Dry Bones 

Different cultures - can the Israeli-Palestinian gap be bridged? 
Two sides operating on completely different planes 

Realistic 
, observers of 

the Middle 
East situation have 
come to the pes
simistic conclusion 
that for the foresee
able future no solution 
is in sight. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

That's because the 
two parties are operat-

ing on entirely differ
ent planes. No matter 
what words appear to 
mean to one side, they 
have a different mean
ing to the other. There 
is no true meeting of 
minds. 

Furthermore, the 
two peoples exist in 
different worlds and 
with different stan
dards. Israel, with all 
its faults and' weak
nesses, is a democrat
ic country, with 
Western standards of 
ci vi lization, morality 
and integrity. The 
Islamists of the 
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protecting 
the girl. 
He was 
saving the 
family 
"honor" , 
he said. 

A Fatah 
member 
raped a 
Palestin-

a n 

An Arab girl reading in the 
Jerusalem Central Library in the 
early'1990s: "Honor" killings of 
women for "shaming the family" 
happen hundreds of times annu
ally, The Jerusalem Times alleges. 
WZPS pil%. 

woman tn 
a youth 
club in 
Beit Jalla. 
The 
woman's' 
family 
the n 
killed her 
for havin~ 
"shamed 
the fami
ly. 

Middle East are 
moved by a mentality, 
an outlook on life, 
which is on an entire
ly different plane. 

Not long ago The 
Jerusalem Times, an 
independent Arab 
weekly, dared reveal 
details of what it 
termed "Honor 
Crimes: ' The 
Unwritten Law". Here 
in Israel, 111 recent 
weeks and months, we 
have had numerous 
under-reported cases: 
A young Arab of Kafr 
Salam, near Karmiel, 
shot his 16-year-old 
sister for having con
tacts with a strange 
man, and killed his 
mother as well for 

An Arab 
fro m 

J aljulya, near Kfar 
Sava, murdered his 
sister, 32, for having 
"sullied the family 
honor" . 

These things are 
happening alI along, 
and are accepted as 
part of the Islamic 
moral code. The' 
Jerusalem Times story 
charged that hundreds 
of such cases occur 
annually, but are cov
ered up in accordance 
with tribal tradition. 

On another level, 
Islam's attitude 
toward non-Muslims 
in various parts of the 
world makes' head
lines almost daily. 

In Jordan not long 

ago, 28 Arabs were 
placed on trial for 
alleged conspiracy to 
carry out attacks on' 
tourists. Their 
lawyer's line of 
defence: "Jihad is an 
obligation on all capa
ble Muslims"; he cited 
verses from the Koran 
and wnttngs of 
Muslim scholars 
which sanctioned 
armed struggle 
against the Jews. It 
has nothing to do with 
Israel. Anti-Jewish IS 
a plinciple. 

In Britain, the U.K. 
Board of Jewish 
Deputies called on the 
authorities to arrest 
militant Muslims who 
have been distributing 
pamphlets which 

. included such slogans 
as: "The final hour 
will not come until the 
Muslims kill ,the 
Jews." 

In Egypt, Muslim 
suspects in the brutal 
massacre of 21 
Christians last year 
were released, while 
the judge found three 
local priests guilty of 
failing to stop the riot
ing. And in Israel, 
what Palestinian 
Muslims have done to 
the rapidly diminish
ing Christian commu
nity is a story yet to be 
fully revealed. 

Islam is not just a 
religion. It is a culture, 
a civilization, with a 

rich and glorious past, 
but tn parts of the 
world, it sometimes 
appears to have 
degenerated. 

Whoever takes seri
ously Arafat's latest, 
care fu l\ y - worded 
expression of opposi
tion to ten-orism, must 
be reminded of the 
series of similar state
ments he has made in 
the past. Perhaps the 
most famous was the 
document bearing his 
signature, addressed 
to then-prime minister 
Rabin 111 1993, tn 
which he solemnly 
stated: "The PLO 
renounces the use of 
terrorism and other 
acts of violence and 
will assume responsi
bility over all PLO 
elements and person
nel in order to assure 
their compliance." We 
know what ensued in 
the following eight 
years. 

I have no doubt that 
there are millions of 
followers of Islam in 
the U.S. and else
where who disavow 
these medieval stan
dards, but In the 
Middle East the 
extremists have the 
upper hand. 

These people live in 
a different world, a, 
different civilization.' 

The writer lives in 
Haifa, Israel. :c 

,." "'"'' 

Comment/ letters 

Palestinian violence has deep roots 
'Nothing will save us but weapons,' Syrian-Arab 

mitionalist proclaimed in Haifa in 1920s 

A s the Israeli
Palestinian 
ceasefire 

proves to be a tempo
rary, tense situation 
without major escala
tions, many m Israel 
and on the Palestinian 
side expect a new 
wave of ten-or in the 

BEHINDTHEHEADLINEI 

YO RAM HAMIZRACHI 

near future. 
As a result, it's 

important to look 
back at one aspect of 
the root of the conflict 
and the background of 
its violent character. 

For that, we have to 
go back to the early 
1920's in Haifa. 

This was when the 
Syrian-Arab national
ist, Az-E-Din-EI
Kassem, escaped 
hanging by the French 
in Syria, and brought 
anti-western ideology 
into Palestine. 
Columnist Moseh 
Hazani, who writes 
about El-Kassem, 
describes how during 
his Friday sermons in 
Haifa's main 
mosques, EL-Kassem 
called on the 
Palestinian masses to 
rebel. 

"You are nothing 
but rabbits afraid of 
death and the gallows, 
nothing will save us 
but our weapons," he 
shouted. EI-Kassem's 
philosophy and battle 
cry galvanized many 
young Arabs, mainly 
Muslims, who joined 
him in an anti-Jewish 
and anti-British cam
paign, which by 1931 
led to the assassina
tion of three members 
of Kibbutz Yagur. 

By 1935, EI-
Kassem formed the 
"EI-Mujahedin army" 
and moved into the 

"mountains of the 
.Gaii'iee and the hills 
of Samaria to cuny 
out ',., hi~, revolt. 
EI+kassem's men 
started . to\ attack 
British police)nstaIIa-

tions, assassinated 
individual Muslims or 
Jewish policemen, 
and carried out a 
senes of attacks 
against Jewish neigh
borhoods or settle
ments. The hideout of 
the charismatic 
Palestinian leader 
was discovered not far 
from Nablus, and he 
was killed in a fierce 
battle with British 
troops. English 
sources reported that 
EL-Kassem "fought 
like a lion", and his 
followers turned his 
memory into a legend. 
As tens of thousands 
of Palestinians fol
lowed him on his last 
journey, the first 
Palestinian martyr, or 
'~shahid", was born. 

EI-Kassem's fol-
lowers were behind 
the Arab revolt of 
1936; his name was 
also invoked by 
Palestinians during 
the war of 1948, and 
since then, in the 
streets of the refugee 
camps. 

EI-Kassem was 
never really forgot
ten, and his legacy 
was brought back as 
Palestinians organized 
to fight Israel, espe
cially during the vari
ous stages of the 
Intifada. 

The lesson is clear: 
the myth of 1920 is 
still valid in the eyes 
of many Palestinians, 
This should show 
many Israelis and 
their friends that we 
can expect waves of 
hostility and hatred, 
followed by interim 
ceasefires and agree
ments, only to see 
Muslim radicals reap
pear again and again 
with the same, 80-
year-old message: 
"We should not be 
afraid of death, and 
trust only our 
weapons." 

Moshe Hazani and 
other Israeli scholars 
who deal with a vari
ety of Palestinian 
myths, compare them 
with Jewish-Israeli 
myths; they claim 
that two paraliel 
national movements 
cannot live under one 
roof, because after all, 
those viewpoints are 

, , 

the authentic expres
sions of their people. 

This gave Moshe 
Sharett, an Israreli 
prime minister briefly 
in the 1950s, a reason 
to develop a policy of 
minimizing contacts 
between Jews and 
Palestinians. 

Sharelt also limited 
Israeli involvement in 
Lebanon in the '50s 
and restrained the 
Israel Defence Force 
from carrytng out a 
large number of retal
iatory raids into Arab 
territories. He also 
suggested time and 
again that Israel's 
strength also depends 
on separation from the 
Arabs. 

It is true that remov
ing the Israeli
Palestinian friction in 
the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip is difficult 
because of the exis
tence of so many 
Jewish settlements. 

Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel 
Sharon's policy of 
restraint as an expres
sion of power shows 
that Sharon adopted 
some of Sharret's 
policies, and he might 
surprIse many by 
reducing the number 
of settlements, remov
ing many of them, in 
order to build a mod
ern "Great Wall of 
China" to separate the 
sides in the conflict. 

There IS no doubt 
that Sharon needs 
time and a prolonged 
ceasefire to start a 
separation policy. 
Ironically, this IS 
exactly what 
Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser 
Arafat needs to sur
vIve. TragicaIlky, 
though, there are 
enough forces who 
prefer to follow Az
El-Di n-El-Kassem, 
by keeping his deadly 
myth alive. 

The writer was born 
and raised in Israel, 
and was a lieutenant
colonel in the Israel 
Defence Force. He 
now lives in Winnipeg, 
where he co-owns a 
restaurant and serves 
as North American 
correspondent for the 
Tel Aviv dail,)!, Maariv. 
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Are we really' one? 
Some Israeli politicians resellt Diaspora Jews' reluctance to 
visit because of violence 

I f one of my children told me 
that he wanted to visit 
Macedonia or Sri Lanka next 

month, I would do my best to pre-
vent him 

ISRAEL UPDATE fro m 
doing so. 

"It's too 
dangeroLls 
the I' e 
now" I'd , 
probably 

NECHEMIA MEYERS tell him. 
So I 

understand why overseas Jews 
don't want their offspring travel
ling to Israel at this time. Their con
cern is stoked by TV coverage that 
highlights violence in Israel, and 
fails to mention the fact that the 
majority of Israelis live their nor
mal lives, albeit burdened by a 
sense of anxiety. 

Some Israeli politicians have 
reacted by attacking various 
Diaspora Jewish leaders and move
ments for abandoning Israel. 
Choosing a more colorful expres
SIOn, Jerusalem Mayor Ehud 
Olmert accused the Reform 
Movement - which cancelled all its 
summer programs for youth in this 
country - of "spitting" on Israel. 
But most public officials have lim
ited themselves to expressing 
regret at the fact that Jews in gener
al, and Jewish youth in particular, 
won't be here this summer in their 
usual numbers. 

In fact, a Jewish Agency official 
has just announced that L5,000 
young people were originally 
expected in June, July and August; 
now the number is 7,000 and drop
ping. This development has 
occun'ed despite the fact that the 
agency has made every effort to 
reduce the fears of parents and 
organizers. It agreed not only to 
hire more security personnel, but 
also to programs that WOUld, for the 
most part, avoid major cities, and 
be without free weekends (during 
which the participants might wan
der into troubled areas). 

But this still isn't enough. Only a 
few groups - like Habonim-Dror -
say that they will bring the same 
number of youngsters they have 
always brought. 

Instead of youth groups, we will 
have solidarity missions of Jewish 
activis!swho\\(iIl come for a brief 
period. These '!ire welcome, of 
course. However,',this doesn't elim
inate, the need fona re-examination 
of the old slogan,:"We are One." 

It has always' been taken for 
granted here .tMt in time of need, 
Diaspora Jews would stand shoul
der to shoulder with their Israeli 
cousins, and could be regarded as 
Israel's hinterland. In an emotional 
sense this is probably still true, 
especially in regard to those of our 
eo-religiOltists who still remember 

Canadian Jewish philanthropist 
Charles Bronfman addresses 
Birthright Israel Jewish universi
ty students from the Diaspora in 
Jerusalem in January, 2000: A 
sharp reduction in Diaspora 
Jewish youth programs and 
Diaspora Jewish visits to Israel 
has drawn criticism there. Pilato by 
Howard Lovy/JTA. 

the Holocaust and the establish
ment of the State of Israel. But 
when more than emotional and 
financial support is required, we 
are apparently on our own. 

The sharp decline in visits by 
Jews - adults and youngsters - has 
had a very bad effect on Israeli 
morale. To be sure, there are 
"Solidarity with Israel" rallies tak
ing place in the United States and 
elsewhere. Yet in the view of many 
Israelis, they arc almost beside the 
point. This vIew has been 
expressed by Jerusalem Post 
columnist Daniel Bloch, who last 
week wrote: "Israel doesn't need 
this kind of support. We are not the 
Prisoners of Zion in the Soviet 
Union or, God forbid, refugees 
seeking asylum or deliverance 
from oppression. It would be better 
to take those tens of thousands will
ing to demonstrate for Israel and 
bring them for a short visit in order 
to show real solidarity with the 
people of Israel." 

The writer lives III Rehovot, 
Israel. 

Excellent 
commentaries 

Thanks to you and to Philip Weiss 
for the excellent commentaries on 
Jedbawne ("Suppressed memories 
in Poland", May 23 Jewish Post & 
News). It is true, apologies, public 
or otherwise; can be nothing but 
empty rhetoric without a readiness 

. to admit to the events of the past. It 
is hoped that such a readiness will 
be forthcoming. 

BARBARA H. STRASZYNSKI 
Winnipeg 
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