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World Jewish news 

Murder of visiting Israeli rabbi 
leaves Swiss Jewsangry, scared, 

Italian Jews divided as 
government of media tycoon 

includes far rightists 
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JANE & lNA17ER·S 
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• Chicken Breast on Pita 
• Gyros on Pita 
• Fish & Chips 

• Fresh Homemade Hamburgers 
• Fresh Homemade French Fries 

• Veggie on Pita 
• Greek Salad 

.78 1/2 Centre Ave., Gimli 
204-642·8173 

Top Quality Women's Fashions at 
Affordable Prices 

GLORIA ANNE 
FASHIONS 

Box 1845, 10 Centre Street 
Lakeview Resort Hotel, Gimli, MB 

ROC IBO 
Ph: 642-9948 

Gloria Katz 
Service Is Our #1 Priority! 

ByFREDYROM 
, ZURICH (JTA) -
Switzerland's Jewish 
community reacted 
with shock and fear af
ter a 71-year-old rabbi 
visiting from Israel was 
gunned down on the 
streets here. 

Swiss investigators 
said they believe anti
Semitism or a political 
motive was behind the 
June 7 shooting death 
of Rabbi Abraham 
Greenbaum. They said 
robbery wasan unlikely 
moti ve because the 
killer did not take the 
large ,sum of cash that ' 
Greenbaum was carry
mg. 

A father of 12 and the 
dean of a yeshiva in 
Bnei Brak, Greenbaum 
was in Zurich on a fund
raising mission. Stay
ing at the home of a 
haredi, or fervently Or
thodox, family, 
Greenbaum was shot 
several times after he 
had attended prayer 
servIces. 

Police confirmed 
June 9 that they had 
arrested a suspect, but 
they refused to provide 
any details. 

The murder was the 
latest of at least five 
attacks on Orthodox 
Jews in Zurich during 
the past four years. 

Two of the attacks 
claimed the victims' 
lives. In both of those 
cases, the assailants 
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• Thingvellir Nyj~ Island 
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were men,tally dis. 
turbed. 

B e c a' u se 
Greenbaum's garb 

. madehiminstantlyrec
ognizable as a Jew, 
Swiss Jewish leaders 
claimed that anti
Semitism lay behind 
the attack. "You don't ' 
have to look far for the 
reason," the honorary 
president of the Zurich 
Jewish community, 
Sigi Feigel, wrote in an 
op-ed in the Swiss daily 
newspaper Blick. "The 
motive for the murder 
was hatred, hatred of 
Jews." 

Israeli shipper 
• moving 

offices after 
bomb, fire in 
South Africa 

By SUZANNE BELL
ING 

JOHANNESBURG 
(JT A)· An Israeli ship-

. ping company in a Jo
hannesburg suburb will 
move its offices after a 
bomb was discovered 
in a prestigious busi
ness complex located 
in the same street as a 
synagogue. 

Police are still inves
tigating the cause of a 
fire at Rutherford Es
tate in Waverley, Jo
hannesburg, and have 
not ruled out the possi
bility that a pipe bomb 

By RUTH E. 
GRUBER 
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S I L V I 0 
BERLUSCONI: His 
government includes 
politicians with far
right links. 

ROME (JTA) -ital
ian Jews are sharply 
divided over the new 
center-right govern
ment headed by media 
tycoon Silvio 
Berlusconi that in
cludes two controver
sial politicians with far
right links. Berlusconi, 
w hose Freedom House 
coalition swept the 
center-left from power 
in general elections last 
month, was sworn in 
June 11 as prime min
ister of Italy's 59th government since 1945. 

"Like Italians at large, Italian Jews voted for 
both sides," said Amos Luzzatto, president of the 
Union ofItalian Jewish Communities, Italian Jew
ry's umbrella organization. In part, Jewish voters 
were torn between concern over Israel and domes
tic issues such as racism and anti-fascism. 

On the one hand, Berlusconi's newadministra
tion probably will be the most pro-Israel govern
ment in Italy in years. Defence Minister Antonio 
Martino, for example, is vice president of the 
Italian Friends oflsrael association. Many Italian 
Jews also were drawn to Berlusconi's promise of 
lower taxes. 

On the other hand, in addition to his own busi
ness-oriented Forza Italia Party, Berlusconi's coa
lition includes political forces that many Jews 
deeply distrust. These include the National Alli
ance, which has its roots in nec-fascism, and the 
Northern League, which once aimed to separate 
northern Italy from the rest of the country and is 
known for its overt anti-immigrant policies. 

foundatthesq:necould Who . t d 
have been intended for lte supremaCIst sen ence 

NEW YORK (JTA) - A U.S. white supremacist 
an Israeli shipping who defaced two synagogues and the offices of a 
company, Polaris Ship- Jewish congressman was sentenced to three years 
PI~t~ branch manager in prison. California resident Alex James Curtis 
of Polaris, Bruce pleaded guilty June 11 to the charges, which 
Dorkin, said a gardener included placing stickers with swastikas that read, 
found the plastic pipe "YabbaDabba Doo, Kill Every Jew," on the office 

of Rep. Bob Filner (D-Ca.). , 
bomb, filled with gun- Group blasts circumcision law 
powder and encrusted 
with screws and nails, ' NEW YORK (JTA) - The World Jewish Con-
on June 8. A fire en- gress said it is "totally unacceptable" for Sweden 
gulfed the office block to impose legal restrictions on circumcisions. The 
thefollowingday,caus- new legislation, passe? June 1, declared that cir-
ing extensive damage cumcisions can only be performed after the ad-
to about 10 offices, in- ministration of an analgesic by a doctor, nurse or 
cluding those of Pol a- personWithspecialpefIllit. The law was passed 

,after a Circum,cision led to the death of a Muslim ns. 
Dorkin said he is boy. . . , , 

waiting for the results Shoah studies to start in Germany 
of the police investiga- .•.. BERLIN (JTA) - A Swiss historian and author 
tion, but that he him- on Nazism will serve as a visiting professor for 
self suspects both inci.., Holocaust studies at a university in Frankfurt. 
dents are linked tothe JohannWolfgangGoetheUniversitysaidPhilippe l :" 

fact that the shipping Burrin will hold the first .professorship in Ger- '" 
line is Israeli. Polaris many "dedicated exclusively to the history and 
plans to move immedi.., effects of the Holocaust." Burrin, who teaches at 
ately to another ,area Geneva University's Graduate Institute ofJnter-
with tighter security, , national Studies, is slated to take up the visiting 
Dorkin said. professor's post this summer. . \ ' ..... 
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Israeli news 

News analysis 

Increasingly, Israeli left and right agree 
thatArafat is the problem, not a partner 
By DAVID LANDAU 

JERUSALEM 
(JT A)· "Enough of try
ing to understand" Pal
estinian Authority 
President Yasser 
Arafat, a prominent, 
dovish Israeli column
ist wrote midweek in 
the liberal newspaper 
Ha' aretz. "I am sick 
and tired of it." 

The columnist's out
burst of exasperation 
reflects current opinion 
on the Israeli left. More 
and more opinion-mak
ers - in politics, the 
media and the academic 
community-are openly 
voicing the thought, 
eight years after Oslo, 

, that as long as Ararat 
heads the Palestinian 
national movement no 
peace and reconcilia
tion wi th Israel is pos
si ble. On the right, peo-

YASSER ARAFAT, 
Palestinian Authority 
president: No recon
ciliation with Israel is 
possible, as long as he 
heads the Palestinian 
national movement, 
many in the left and 
right now agree . 

pie who have long held 
this view now suggest 
openly that Israeli gov
ernment act on it and 

Israel begins troop 
redeployments despite new 

outbursts of violence 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Despite ongoing Pales
tinian attacks in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Israel began implementing its end of a cease-fire 
agreement. On June 14, the Israel Defence Force 
began withdrawing from positions set up around 
Palestinian areas following the outbreak of vio
lence last September. 

As part of the withdrawal, Israeli troops re
moved concrete roadblocks and pulled back tanks 
from a number of areas. In Gaza, Israeli settlers 
tried to prevent the IDF withdrawal. 

The IDF redeployments took place despite the 
slaying of an Israeli security officer that day in what 
appeared to be a planned Palestinian assassination. 
According to reports, the securi ty officer was killed 
and one of his body guards wounded when they 
were shot at close range by a Palestinian on a West 
Bank road. The wounded bodyguard killed the 
Palestinian gunman, Israeli security sources said. 
An Israeli rescue worker who arrived at the scene 
shortly after the attack said there were no bullet 
holes on the outside of the car, indicating that the 
shooting had been at close range. 

The incident followed one the night before, when 
a Palestinian was killed and two others wounded in 
a drive-by shooting on a West Bank road near 
Jerusalem. Israeli security forces are investigating, 
though an IDF officer said the shooti ng appeared to 
have been carried out by Palestinians who mistook 
the car for an Israeli car. 

The IDF began easing restrictions on Palestin
ians following a meeting June 13 of security offi
cials from both sides arranged by CIA Director 
George Tenet, who mediated the fragile cease
fire. Though the truce officially went into effect 
June 13, there were sporadic incidents of violence. 

On June 14, Palestinian gunmen fired five mor
tars at an Israeli settlement in Gaza, the IDF 
charged. 

remove the P.A. presi
dent. 

The peace camp's 
frustration with Arafat 
came to a boil late last 
year, when it saw that 
then-prime minister 
Ehud Barak's sweep
ing concessions to the 
Palestinians at Camp 
David and in subse
quent negotiations 
were rejected out of 
hand. Despite an Israeli 
offer that met most of 
the Palcstinians' osten
sible demands - to 
evacuate the entire 
Gaza Strip and virtu
ally the entire West 
Bank, dismantle most 
Jewish settlements, di
vide Jerusalem and gi ve 
the Palestinians opera
tive control over the 
Temple Mount - the 
Palestinians refused to 
declare an end to the 
IOO-year conflict with 
Israel. 

For months" Israeli 
leftists agonized over 
what had gone wrong, 
wondering whether 
Barak's gruff style had 
offended Arafat or 
whether President 
Clinton's zeal to reach 
a deal had unnerved 
Palestinian negotiators. 
The outbreak of the vio
lent Palestinian upris
ing, and especially its 
intensification in recent 
months, has brought 
disillusionment with 
Arafat to a new peak -. 
and some wonder 
whether it has become 
impossible to clamber 
back from this peak to 
the modicum of confi-

dence necessary for a 
peace agreement. All 
but the most marginal 
factions on the Israeli 
left have become con
vinced that the present 
Palestinian leadership 
is "not a partner for 
peace," in Barak's 
words. 

Noteven the reported 
Palestinian acceptance 
June 120fCIA director 
George Tenet's cease
fire plan was likely to 
significantly reduce Is
raeli skepticism about 
Arafat's intentions. In 
Israel, the feeling was 
that Sharon's self-re
straint, widely praised 
at home and abroad, 
cou Id not wi thstand one 
more major ten'or at
tack. Another suicide 
bombing, it was felt, 
would unleash an Is
raeli military retaliation 
so strong that it would 
put paid to peace di plo
macy for a long time to 
come. Here the ques
tion ofIsracl's attitude 
to Arafat may bccome 
immediate and practi
cal. 

As left and right alike 
have come to hold 
Arafat personally re
sponsible for the past 
months of bloodshed, 
somc suggest that he 
could become the di
rect target of a new Is
raeli reprisal policy. 
Until recently, such 
thoughts were confined 
to the fringe right. 

Mainstream politi
cians, however mili
tant, discouraged such 
speculation. 
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