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Israeli news 

Sharon visits baby who died 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, left, prays 
next to 5-month-old Yehuda Shoham during a 

, visitto his hospital bed in Jerusalem on] une 10. 
Shoham, who suffered severe brain injuries on 
June 5 when the car he and his parents were 
traveling in was stoned in the West Bank, died 
June 11. Credit: Avi HayollniGPO. 

Ceasefire 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Israel Radio quoted 
Peres as saying at the 
Cabinet session that he 
would not accept "dic
tates" from Sharon, But 
the foreign minister 
sounded a more mod
erate tone at a news 
conference about the 
reported disagreement 
later in the day. 

The government is
sued a statement say
ing Monday that 
Sharon and Peres are 
working in harmony 
and that the nation's 
media - which were re
porting the end of the 
unity government's 
honeymoon period -
had made too much of 
a minor disagreement. 

Sharon is nottheonly 
international leader 
who believes the time 
is not ripe fora meeting 
with Arafat. In a recent 
meeting with U.S. Jew
ish leaders at the White 
House, President Bush 
said he would not meet 
with the Palestinian 
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leader until there is a 
complete end to Pales
tinian violence. 

A group of American 
Jewish leaders de
scribed Bush's prom
ise during a news con
ference Sunday in Je
rusalem. "The presi
dent himself and others 
in the administration 
indicated to us that that 
is the policy," sai d 
Malcolm Hoenlein, ex
ecutive vice chairman 
of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Or
ganizations, 

Also speaking at the 
news conference was 
media and real estate 
mogul Mortimer 
Zuckerman, elected last 
month as chairman of 
the Presidents Confer
ence, Zuckerman said 
Bush appears commit
ted to his campaign 
pledge to move the U.S. 
Embassy in Israel from 
Tel A vi v to Jerusalem, 
despite his recent deci
sion to postpone the 
move by at least six 
months. Zuckerman 
also reaffirmed the 
Jewish community's 
commitment to solidar
ity with Israel. 

His remarks came in 
the wake of the U.S. 

. Reform movement's 
recent decision to can
cel its youth movement 
summer trips to Israel, 
and by expected poor 
attendance at next 
month's Maccabiah 
Games. 

Last Friday, 
Maccabiah organizers 
announced that next 
month's Games will go 
ahead as scheduled, 
despite mounting con
cerns over security. The 
organizers had been 
expected to postpone 
the games for the first 
time since World War 
II but reconsidered af
ter the U.S. delegation, 
the second largest, de:
cided to attend. 

In an effort to show 
solidarity with the Jew
ish state, Israel and 
American Jews are co
operating gna·new. ini
tiative to send one·or 
two members of every 
synagogue .. iri the 
United States to Israel 
in the. conung.,llloI1ths. 
Dubbed "Operation 
Joshua," the campaign 
is the latest effort to 
show solidarity with 
Israel. It is being or-

ganized by the Israel 
. Government Tourist 
Office, with the assist
ance of the Presidents 
Conference. 

In a related develop
ment, more than 250 
American Jewish or
ganizations signed a 
full-page ad in last Fri
day's New YorkTimes, 
saying they are "going 
to Israel this summer." 
The ad aims to show 
solidarity with Israel, 
which has suffered a 
huge drop in tOUIism as 
a result of the 
ongoingviolence. Re
ferring to the groups' 
promise, Zuckerman 
said, "We are abso
lutely committed to thiS 
expression of solidar
ity." 

Monday's drive-by 
slaying followed a de
cline in violence over 
the weekend. 

On Sunday, an Israeli 
soldier was lightly 
wounded when Pales
tinians set off a road
side bomb and opened 
fire on an army jeep in 
the West Bank. 

In the Gaza Strip, Is
raeli troops appre
hended a Palestinian 
who set off an explo
si ves-laden donkey cart 

near the soldiers. The 
blast . caused no 
Israeliinjuries, but 
killed the donkey. 

Later Sunday, Pales
tinian gunmen opened 
fire on an Israeli army 
outpost near Rafah in 
the southern Gaza Strip, 
but did not cause any 
injuries. 

Within Israel proper, 
Palestinians opened 
fire on a group of work
ers working on a high
way construction 
project. Private security 
guards assigned 
toprotect the workers 
returned fire. No inju
ries were reported. 

In the West Bank, 
Palestinians shot up an 
Israeli car driving near 
Nablus, but failed to 
injure the occupants. 

Sunday night, an Is
raeli car carrying Ro
manian workers was hit 
by.bullets as it passed 
through an Arab area 
of the Galilee that has 
seen several terrorist 
attacks in recent 
months. No one was 
injured, and police said 
the bullet may have 
been fired by Arab 
revelers firing ran
domly into the air at a 
wedding. 

Palestinians fi~e mortars in Gaza 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Palestinians fired three 

mortar bombs at the Jewish settlement of Morag in 
the Gaza Strip on June 12. Shots also were fired at 
Israeli troops in the Neveh Dekalim industrial 
zone, but the soldiers did not retaliate. No injuries 
were reported in either attack. 

Israeli comedian offends Egypt 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Egyptian officials sum

moned Israel's ambassador to Egypt, Zvi Mazel, for 
discussions after an Israeli comedian's impersona
tion of President Hosni Mubarak. Eli Yatzpan said 
he bears no ill will against Mubarak. Yatzpan also 
has imitated Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat as part of his routines. 

Wedding hall owner kills himself 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The owner of an Israeli 

banquet hall hanged himself several hours after his· 
operating license was revoked for failure to meet 
safety regulations. The incident comes against a 
backdrop of stepped-up activities by local authori
ties to enforce building codes and regulations 
following a Jerusalem wedding hall collapse in 
which 23 people were killed. 

Report: Israel still has edge 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - The Israeli-Palestinian 

violence of the past year has not significantly 
altered the strategic balance in the Middle East or 
Israel's military edge, according to Tel Aviv Uni-

. versity's Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies. Pre
senting the center's annual report, analysts from 
the institute said that Israel 's difficulties in dealing 
with the conflict with the Palestinians are not 
affecting the country's conventional or non-con
ventional deterrent capabilities. 
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Honoring Sandra, Harvey Secter a first 
for Negev Gala Concert 

Entertainer Joel Grey dazzles as evening celebrates 

By MATT BELLAN 
A husband and wife 

renowned for their vol
unteering were the hon
orees at the Jewish 
National Fund's Negev 
Gala Concert June 19 -
the first couple to 
recei ve that "N egev 
honor" here. 

A bout 1300 people 
turned out for the trib
ute to Harvey and 
Sandra Secter at the 
Centennial Concert 
Hall, where Broadway 
musical and film star 
Joel Grey dazzled the 
crowd with his singing 
and dancing. 
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The concert also 
marked the 100th 
anniversary of the JNF, 
which will use the 
funds from that 
Winnipeg fundraising 
event to help build the 

PREMIER GARY DOER (at left) with Negev honorees Sandra and 
Harvey Secter at the Negev Gala Concert at the Centennial Concert 
Hall June 19: Doer praised Mr. Secter, dean of the Faculty of Law and 
professor of negotiation and conflict resolution at the University of 
Manitoba, for his mediation skills. Photo by Banley Characlz. 

new rese~voir of Ne'ot Tamarim, south of the 
Dead Sea. 

Michael Kay, president of JNF 
Manitoba/Saskatchewan Region, told the audi
ence that the evening was one of the "most suc
cessful" ever for JNF here, "in terms of atten
dance and funds raised." 

Rami Kleinmann, JNF emissary here, noted 
that the 100th anniversary celebrates a "unique 

. partnership" between JNF and the rest of the 
Jewish world. 

"Since 1901, we have redeemed the land, and 
managed to turn every barren hill into a flourish
ing desert...We take from this evening the mes
sage to Israel - Winnipeg loves you." 

Premier Gary Doer congratulated the Jewish 
community for the turnout for "this wonderful 
evening". He also praised the Secters for their 
contributions to life in the Jewish community 
and beyond, and complimented Harvey Secter, 
dean of the University of Manitoba Faculty of 
Law and professor of dispute and conflict reso
lution, with "helping us mediate a business-labor 
dispute a few weeks ago." 

Meir Romem, Israeli consul-general for 
Ontario and Western Canada, also thanked the 
Secters and JNF for all their work on behalf of 
the State of Israel. 

He noted that Israel is in a "difficult" situation 
now, with the ongoing Palestinian uprising. 

"But Israel is tenacious, Israel is strong and 
Israel will be there forever .... Please go and visit 
Israel - this is the most important thing you can 
do," he told the crowd. . 

Romem and Marsha Cowan, current co-chair' 
of the Combined Jewish Appeal Campaign with 

MARSHA COWAN, 
co-presenter of 
Negev Gala 
Citation: Her 
friendship with 
Sandra Secter, now 
co-chairing the 
Combined Jewish 
Appeal Campaign 
with her, goes back 
to their childhoods. 
Photo by Barney 
Charach. 

such a JNF honor. 

MEIR ROMEM, 
Israeli consul gener
al and co-presenter 
of Negev Gala 
Citation: "Please go 
and visit Israel," he 
urged the crowd. 
Photo by Barney 
Clzaraclz. 

Sandra Secter, present
ed the Negev Gala 
Citation to the Secters, 
the first couple to get 

Cowan recalled her friendship with Secter, 
which goes back to their "early teens", when 
both were members of United Synagogue Youth. 

"She was a strong motivator, who insp,ired 
tremendous enthusiasm, as she does today, ' she 
said of Secter, who has served in a wide variety 
of leadership roles over the years. 
(Cont. on page 8. See "Joel Grey entertains 
at Negev Gala Concert".) 

SHARON, 
Israeli prime minis
ter: He find himself 
resisting calls for 
war. 

News analysis 

Elected as a 
hawk, Ariel 
Sharon now 
a champion 
of Israeli 
restraint 

By DAVID 
LANDAU 

JERUSALEM 
(JTA) Prime 
Minister Ariel 
Sharon, elected four 
months ago on a 
pledge to restore 
Israel's sense of secu
rity, finds himself 
holding back the dogs 
of war as Palestinian 
militants continue 
picking off Israelis on 
West Bank roads and 
firing mortars at resi
dential communities. 

After Palestinian 
Authority President 
Yasser Arafat's Fatah 
Party took credit for 
murdering two 
Israelis last wcck in 
drive-by shootings, 
Sharon found himself 
under intense pres
sure from his right 
wing to stop comply
ing with Israel's end 
of the cease-fire and 
to unleash a punish
ing - perhaps even 
mortal - blow to 
Arafat's Palestinian 
Authority. 
(Cont. on page 22. 
See "Sharon now 
calls for restraint". 
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