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Israeli news 

Sharon now calls for restraint 
(Cont. from page_I.) 

Due in Washington 
for talks early this 
week, however, Sharon 
chose to heed the broad 
international consensus 
on maintaining a cease
fi re agreed to two 
weeks ago, in hopes 
that diplomacy and po
litical pressure will im
press the Palestinian 
Authprity. "I am not 
going to drag this na
tion into war," Sharon 
declared at a meeting 
of his Likud Party on 
June 18. "This is not 
the time. This would be 
a grave mistake." 

Members of hi s party 
looked grim and down
cast. One of them, a 
West Bank settler, 
heckled Sharon, insist
ing that settler leaders 
do "not want war -just 
security." Atthe funeral 
the next day of one of 
the murdered Israelis -
38-year-old Doran 
Zisserman - settlers 
spoke openly of their 
bitter disillusionment 
with the man often de
picted as Israel's arch
hawk, whom they sup
ported in the elections 
for prime minister ear
lier this year. "What 
kind of cease-fire is 
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Israeli police officers use horses to clear a group of Jewish protesters off 
the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv highway on June 14. Israeli settlers and support
ers demonstrated near Jerusalem, blocking roads and calling for retali
ation for Palestinian attacks. Ten were arrested. Credit: Brian Hendler/JTA. 

this?" asked Rabbi 
Chaim Druckman, a 
leading figure in the 
National Religious 
Party and the settlers' 
movement. "We cease 
and they fire." 

Compounding the 
outrage for Israelis, 
Fatah officials said the 
group's militia would 
continue attacking Is
raelis, arguing that the 
cease-fire applies only 
to those areas under 

sole Palestinian control 
- not to Israeli settle
ments and surrounding 
areas. Zisserman, a fa
ther of four, was shot 
June 18 by a Palestin
ian sniper as he was 
driving into the West 
Bank settlement of 
Einav, The attack took 
place as a funeral was 
being held for Danny 
Yehuda, a 37-year-old 
father of three young 
children who was killed 

in a drive-by shooting 
earlier that day. 

Likud critics told re
porters that Sharon had 
fallen under the spell of 
his dovish foreign min
ister, Shimon Peres of 
the Labor Party. They 
offered this view de
spite the fact that 
Sharon and Peres 
feuded openly at the 
June 17 cabinet meet
ing over Sharon's re
fusal to let Peres meet 
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with Arafat. Sharon has 
repeatedly stated that 
there will be no nego
tiations unti I the Pales
tinians halt all attacks 
on Israelis. 

According to another 
analysis, Sharon is 
adopting a policy of re
straint because there is 
no clearrecipe for a suc
cessful Israeli military 
campaign against the 
Palestinians, no matter 
how widespread the de
sire for revenge. The 
past nine months of 
conflict, during which 
the Israel Defence 
Force has tried all man
nerofweapons and tac
tics, have shown the 
complexity of the mili
tary challenge that 
guerrilla warfare 
presents to a regular 
army, especially in ar
eas of high population 
density sllch as the 
Gaza Strip. Moreover, 
many messy "suc
cesses" on the ,ground 
are wiped out by the 

. price Israel p:iysin the 
court of international 
opinion. 

However, some ana
lysts believe Sharon is 
merely waiting until 
evidence ofPalesti nian 
belligerence is so over
whelming that the Is
raeli response is met 
with broad i.nterna
tional understanding. 
Under this scenario, 
Sharon does not believe 
Arafat will adhere to 
the cease-fire, but must 
give Arafat every op
portunity to demon
strate his treachery. In 
addition, attempts to 
contain the violence by 
a broad array of foreign 
diplomats plainly are 
having an effect on 
Sharon. 

UN Secretary-Gen
eral Kofi Annan told 
CNN on June 19 that a 
remarkably broad inter
national consensus was 
evolving around th.e 
cease-fire negotiated 
two weeks ago by,C:;I.A 
director George Tenet. 
Annan's high personal 
standing in Israel ena
bled him to engage 
Sharon in a meaningful 
diplomatic dialogue. 

Annan, who visited the 
Middle East last week, 
said the United States, 
European Union, Rus
sia and other world 
powers were united be
hind the cease-fire. This 
was noteworthy in a 
conflict that for decades 
put superpowers and 
other nations at odds as 
they sought to wield in
fluence in the region. 

According to another 
view of the situation, 
Sharon's restraint was 
born of his desire to 
maintain the close rela
tionship he has forged 
with the young Bush 
administration, which 
clearly would like the 
cease-fire to take hold. 

According to this 
view, Sharon therefore 
would continue to grit 
his teeth and rein in the 
IDF - at least until after 
his visit to the United 
States this w.eek. 
Arafat's motives were 
similarly opaque. 

Charitable souls say 
. that after the June 1 

disco bombing, he re~ 
alized Israel had 
reached the end of its 
tether and was about to 
respond with massive 
force, perhaps toppling 
the Palestinian Author
ity itself. 

Skeptics, however, 
believed Arafat was not 
motivated even by this 
level of self-preserva
tion, but merely chose 
the cease-fire as a tacti
cal step until interna
tional attention moved -
from the Middle East 
to other issues. 

Under this scenario, 
Arafat then would 
ratchet up the violence 
little by little, gradu
ally undermining the 
cease-fire without 
openly repudiating it. 
Arafat told reporters 
last week that he had 
given strict orders to 
prevent attacks on Is
raelis, adding that Pal
estinians "do not com
mit acts of violence." If 
Palestinian "pacifism" 
continues at this pace, 
however, observers 
here and abroad say a 
violent Israeli retalia
tion is inevitable. 
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To meet or not to meetArafat: That was the question/or Israel 
By NAOMI SEGAL 
JERUSALEM 

(JTA) -Asplitemerged 
within the Israeli cabi
net over a proposed 
summit meeting with 
Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser· 
Arafat. Israeli media 
reported that a heated 
argument erupted 
among Israel's minis
ters June 17 over Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon's 
refusal to let Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
meet with Arafat. 

At the meeting, 
Sharon reiterated his 
stance that Israel 
would not negotiate 
while violence contin
ued. According to 
Peres, UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan, 
on a diplomatic shut
tle mission to the re
gion, proposed the 

Visiting Israel as part of a diplomatic shuttle 
mission, United Nations Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, left, watches Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres address the media at a joint 
briefing in Jerusalem on June 17. Israel's cabi
net was split over whether Peres should meet 
with Palestinian Authority President Vasser 
Arafat, a meeting Peres said Annan proposed. 
Credit: Brian Hendler/iTA. 

meeting to shore up a fragile cease
fire between the two sides. Israel 
Radio quoted Peres as saying at the 
cabinet session that he would not 
accept "dictates" from Sharon. But 
the foreign minister sounded a more 
moderate tone at a news conference 
about the reported disagreement 
later in the day. 

Sharon is not the only international 
leader who believed the time was not 
ripe for a meeting with Arafat. In a 
recent meeting with U.S. Jewish lead
ers at the White House, President 
Bush said he would not meet wi th the 
Palestinian leader until there was a 
complete end to Palestinian violence. 

A group of American Jewish lead
ers described Bush's promise during 
a news conference June 17 in Jerusa
lem. "The president himself and oth-

ers in the administration indicated to 
us that that is the policy," said 
Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice 
chairman of the Conference of Pres i
dents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations. 
. Also speaking at the news confer
ence was media and real estate mo
gul MortimerZuckerman, elected last 
month as chairman of the Presidents 
Conference. Zuckerman said Bush 
appeared commi tted to his cam pai gn 
pledge to move the U.S. Embassy in 
Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, 
despite his recent decision to post
pone the move by at least six months. 

Zuckerman also reaffirmed the 
Jewish communi ty' s commi tment to 
solidarity with Israel. His remarks 
came in the wake of the U.S. Reform 
movement's recent decision to can-
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cel its youth movementsummer trips 
to Israel, and by expected poor at
tendance at next month's Maccabiah 
Games. June 15, Maccabiah organ
izers announced that next month's 
Games will go ahead as scheduled, 
despite mounting concerns over se
curity. 

The organizers had been expected 
to postpone the games for the first 
time since World War II but recon
sidered after the U.S. delegation, the 
second largest, decided to attend. . 

In an effort to show solidarity with 
the Jewish state, Israel and Ameri
can Jews are cooperating on a new 
initiative to send one or two mem
bers of every synagogue in the United 
States to Israel in the coming months. 

Dubbed "Operation Joshua," the 
campaign is the latest effort to show 
solidarity with Israel. It is being or
ganized by the Israel Government 
Tourist Office, with the assistance of 
the Presidents Conference. 

In a related development, more than 
250 American Jewish organizations 
signed a full-page ad in the June 15 
New York Times, saying they were 
"going to Israel this summer." The 
ad aims to show solidarity with Is
rael, which has suffered a huge drop 
in tourism as a result of the ongoing 
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violence. 
Referring to the groups' promise, 

Zuckerman said, "We are absolutely 
committed to this expression of soli
darity." 

Meanwhile, there was a marked 
decline in violence two weekends 
ago. Just the same, Israel and the 
Palestinians accused each other of 
failing to live up to the cease-fire that 
the United States mediated t wo weeks 
ago. Israel said the Palestinians arc 
not arresti ng terrorists, while the 
Palestinians called Israel's easing of 
restrictive measures in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip merely "cosmetic." 

The number and severity of inci
dents has declined, but violence per
sisted June 17. 

An Israeli soldier was lightly 
wounded when Palestinians set off a 
roadside bomb and opened fire on an 
army jeep in the West Bank. In the 
Gaza Strip, Israeli troops appre
hended a Palestinian who set off an 
explosives-laden donkey cart near 
the soldiers. 

The blast caused no Israeli inju
ries, but killed the donkey. Later in 
the day, Palestinian gunmen opened 
fire on an Israeli army outpost near 
Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip, but 
did not cause any injuries. 
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Services COllduced by Rabbi Hellry Balser 
A Calltor alld tlte Rosh Pilla Choir 

Special Prices for Children, Youth" Young Adults 
(to age 26 and residing with their parents) 

Special Reduced Rates for out of town guests who will attend either Rosh 
Hashanah Services only or Yom Kippur Services only 

Regular Prices are as follows: 
Tile Sallctuary $175.00 
Auditorium Pews $125.00 
Tile Chapel $125.00 
Auditorium Chairs $ 75.00 
Child (5-12) $36.00Iseat 
YOllth (J 3-26) 112 regular price 

High Holy Days Services For Children 

We offer a variety of children's programs. For pre-schaolers 2 years plus 
we have Tot Services, which include songs, stories, and activities. Junior 

Congregotion grades 1 to 4 and grades 5 to 7 will introduce the children to 
synagogue skills in an atmosphere of services, games and discussion. 

Services are held from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
There is no charge for Junior Congregation. 

High Holy Day Child Care is available. Pre-registration along 
with payment is required. 

ALTERNATIVE HIGH HOLY DAYS SERVICES 

This service emphasizes family participation and 
learning in an informal atmosphere. Rabbi Neal Rose, Mrs. Carol Rose 

and the family of Roses will officiate 
in the Rosh Pina Junior Auditorium. Seats may 

be purchased at the Synagogue office. 

For Further Information call the Rosh "ina Office at 589·(,305 
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