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ComnlUi1ity nevils 
Basketball 
camp 
(Cont. from 
page 1.) 

To make it easi
er for the young
sters to score bas
kets. Rady Centre 
staff have low
ered the hoops for 
the camps - from 

10 feet to eight "Pull your feet. Hit the floor!" Coach Shannon Shell (standing at right) 
feet. ¥ basketball campers, in a warmup drill. instructs 

And Shell and 
Aronovitch let the 
younger players shoot 
underhanded. The ball is 
just too heavy for six 
and seven year aids to 
throw, overhand. 

Still, even younger 
kids back for their sec
ond year show they. 
know some of the 
basics. 

"If you're right at the 
front of the basket, you 
should try and shoot, 
'cause you have a 
chance of getting a 
shot," says ~ Nouh 
Chochinov, 8, who's 
back at the two-week 
camp for u second sea
son. "But if you're .not 
at the head of the court, 
you try und pass it to 
somebody. " 

"I try and work on my 
skills," suys Serena 

Drycleaning 
(on most 

Items) 

Serena Nelko, 11, holds ball during a game. She's 
one of three girls among 16 campers. 

Nelko, II, one of only more when I shoot." 
,three girls at this first Learning how to drib-
camp, one of two ble, pass and shoot bas-
offered during the sum- ketballs are only a few 
mer. ''I'm a lot better of the skills children 
than last year, I focus learn at this basketball 
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camp, offered in two 
two-week sessions. 

They also practise 
other athletic activities, 
like floor hockey and 
swimming, and spend 
time at arts and crafts 
and other regular sum
mer camp activities. 

The children also 
spend time with young
sters at the other "spe
ciality camps" offered 
through the Rady 
Centre. The other two 
are an Israeli dance 
camp and a Musical 
Theatre Camp. 

And on Wednesdays, 
children at the three spe
ciality camps go out to 
Asper Jewish Com
munity Campus-owned 
Camp Manitou. There 
they practise archery and 

Stephan Penko dribbles the ball, trying to get 
past Jonathan Green, as Jordan Kussin watches 
in background. 
other activities, swim in 
the outdoor pool, and 
wind up the day with a 
barbecue with other 
youngsters attending the 
Rady Centre's Kesher 
Day Camp at Manitou. 

Shell and Aronovitch 
were to be joined at the 
basketball camp later 

by Royce Jeffries, 
another former pro bas
ketball player. 

For Shell, work at the 
. camp supplements his 
full time job as a child
care worker at the 
Knowles Centre. 

And it follows years 
of playing pro basket
ball around the world. 

Over the years. the 
New York City-born 
Shell played for teams 
in South America, 
France, Luxembourg, 
the Czech Republic and 
Israel, before winding 
up in Winnipeg, where 
he played for three sea
sons with the Cyclone. 

"I played one year for 
Rishon Le Tsion, and 
one year for Maccabi 
Rehovot," he recalls. of 
his 1994-95 seasons in 
Israel. 

Ethan Chochino dri the ball toward the net 
wearing an outsized jersey, while trying to get 
past Basketball Camp Assistant Coach Jude 
Aronovitch. 

"Some of the players 
on our teams were in the 
army. They used to 
come to practise with 
their M-16s." 

Soccer in Isarel is still 
the number one sport, 
but basketbnll has got
ten "bigger" over the 
years. "You're only 
allowd two non-Israelis 
per (professional) 
team." 

As for the Shannon 
Shell Basketball Camp. 
there's no doubt about 
parents' enthusiasm, as 
well as youngsters', 
adds Shell. 

Shannon Shell demonstrates shooting technique 
as some campers watch. 

'The camp is totally 
abou t fun. For me, the 
appreciation is much of 
the reward. I get parents 
calling to say: 'He's 
having a great time.' 
That makes me feel 
really great. I got a call 
from a mother whose 
daughter was injured, at 
home. She wanted to 
know when she could 
come back." 

Pessimistic peaceniks 
Even they have doubts about the Arabs 

If''''ior many weeks the roadways 
~""< have been dominated by right

"l\" wing demonstrators with ban
ners that attack Prime Minister Barak 
for "tearing Israel apart." Now, how
ever, they fuce competition from left
wing peaceniks, whose placards call 
on the public to support Barak in his 
efforts to reach an agreement with the 
Palestinians. ¥ 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

Truth to 
be told, 
even the 
supporters 
of the . . 
pnmc ml11-
ister have 
grit v e 
doubts 
about the 

possibility of a modus vivendi with the 
Arabs in general and the Palestinians 
in particular. Ha' arel::. columnist 
Doron Rosenblum, a card-carrying 
peacenik, gave voice to those doubts 
in a column he wrote a few weeks ago. 

Entitled "Stones", it dwelt upon the 
fact that countless busloads of Arabs _ 
ordinary people anc! even academics _ 
were coming lip to the recently demur
cated border between Israel and 
Lebanon in order to hurl stones into 
the ,Jewish State. "Why," Rosenbl um 
asks, "are masses of Arabs flocking 
towards a place from which we have 
withdrawn (up to the very last cen
timeter), a spot where there is today 
neither conquest nor staked-out territo
rial claims? The masses are steaming 
precisely to a place where we have 
raised our arms in concession, in order 
for them to express their infinite, 
incessant and also atavistic hatred." 

Concluding on a particularly bitter 
note, Rosenblum writes: "Even if 
some surprise arises at Camp David, 
and a partial or full agreement is 
forged, and even if some laudable 

Members of the Peace Now move
ment demonstrate in Jerusalem out
side the house of Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak in support of 
his negotiations at Camp David 
with Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Ararat: Although some have 
misgivings, many ordinary citizens 
still support Barak's latest peace 
overtures, Nechemia Meyers writes 
Credil: Brian HelldlerlJTA. 
accommodation concerning Jerusalem 
and the West Bank comes about, a 
Mandelbaum Gate of hatred will 
remain standing and children and the 
elderly, comlllon folk and professors 
will forever come and cast stones." 

Misgivings aside, people on the left 
are still backing Barak. Yediol Ah/'OlJor 
columnist Anat Gov, for example. has 
assured the prime minister that despite 
the fact that most of his coalition part
ners have deserted him, ordinary citi
zens still support his peace-making 
efforts: "We are behind you and pray
ing that you will succeed. Moreover, 
we will remain behind you even if the 
summit meeting fails and we are 
forced to fight. This time, at least, 
we'll know that there was no alterna
tive. " 

It remains to be seen whether we are 
indeed in an "either-or situation," 
whether the alternative to a far-reach

Shira Herzog 
(Cont. from page 4) 

The debate has now 
moved from the back rooms 
of political negotiations to 

ing agreement is an 
inevitable and extremely 
bloody conflict, which 
many Israelis fear may be 
in the offing. the legislative arena, as one 

of a series of domestic issues that Israelis must nego
tiate - if not resolve - as they shape their society for 
the future. It juxtaposes the conflicting visions of life 
and responsibility against one another in a parlia
mentary forum. While the bill provides some 
progress in its recognition of the economic impera
tive of thousands of non-productive citizens who 
will now be challenged to enter the work force, its 
major weakness is the absence of any limitation on 
numbers included in the exemption. 

The vote pointed to the new shape of Israeli poli
tics in the post-peace era. Much to the chagrin of the 
religious parties, the Likud voted against the bill, 
thereby aligning itself with the secular Opposition of 
Meretz and Shinui. And in Barak's own party, 
numerous MKs would have voted likewise, if not for 
the party discipline imposed on them. What many 
political observers have identified as a secular-tradi
tional axis in Israeli politics, that crosses party lines 
and is the shape of the future, was apparent this 
month. 

Much can happen along the way from first to final 
reading. The bill that was passed will likely not be 
the one to return after committee hearings and 
beyond. But Barak will never be forgiven for being 
the sponsor of the bill that legitimized the very prac
tice that angers and unites his supporters and the 
Israeli secular community more than any other. 

The writer lives in TorollIo. She serves as a regu
lar media commentator on the Middle East, 

In this context tt IS 

worth recall ing what I 
once heard Henry 
Kissinger say in 
Jerusalem. As nearly as I 
can recall, he declared 
that Americans mistaken
ly believe that there is a 
solution to every problem 
if the people involved 
would only sit down and 
negotiate. But, he added, 
that isn't true. Some 
problems can't be solved, 
or at least not immediate
ly. 

That may certainly be 
the case in regard to the 
long-standing conflict 
between Israel and her 
Arab neighbors. If so, the 
best that can be hoped for 
at Camp David is some 
sort of an interim agree
ment that will stave off 
hostilities for at least a 
few more years. 

The writer lives in 
Rehovot, Israel. 
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Can Egypt be relied upon? 
Proposal to buy natural gas from that country worrisome 

'1{'don't pretend to be 
~ an expert on intema
® t' I I' I ",m-. IOna re at IOns. 

report on what I see and 
hear and read. 
Sometimes I will ven
ture a cautious opinion. 
But a relationship now 
in the making puzzles 
me to the extent of dis
belief. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

Several years ago the 
authorities responsible 
for power supply in 
Israel recommended 
that the country shift 
graduall y from the use 
of oil and coal to natur
al gas. 

The ecological dam
age causcd by the burn
ing of coal and oi I was 
not least among the 
considerations for this 
decision. Exploration 
was then going on along 
the country's 
Mediterranean coast, 
with promising indica
tions of the existence of 
gas fields. Gas was also 
available for purchase 
from overseas sources, 
just as were oil and coal. 
Egypt had enormous 
gas reserves in the 
Sinai, and even 
promised that it would 
sell a supply to Israel. 

Possibility of the lat
ter induced the prime 
minister's office to hail 
what it called a "pipe 
line of peace". At a time 
when the peace negotia
tions with Syria were 
still in full swing thcre 
was even talk of import
ing natural gas from that 
country when relations 
were created. 

Of late there has been 
renewed activity on this 
front. Egypt has repeat
ed its willingness, and 
has even specified a 
supply of 140 billion 
cubic meters over a 20-
year period, more than 
enough to meet Israel's 
anticipated needs. The 
Egyptian ambassador to 
Israel, Mohammed 
Bassiouny, declared that 
fulfilment of the project 
would contribute to 
peace and better rela
tions between the two 
countries. 

Though Israel's 
coastal drillings have 
produced positive 
results, the Egyptian 
connection has become 
alive. There are plans 

RONNIE MILO, 
Knesset member: 
Seeks Knesset action 
to prevent purchase of 
Egyptian natural gas. 
!sralle/ photo. 

for a pipe I ine from the 
Sinai, along the ocean 
bed, up to Israel. The 
terms of (\ contract ten
cler for the construction 
of the line are being 
dr(\wn up and several 
consortiums have 
already announced their 
desire to offer bids. If 
matters are expedited, it 
is anticipated that the 
first Egyptian gas will 
reach us here within Iwo 
years. The project takes 
on further dimensions 
with talk of extending 
the line to Turkey, 
which is interested. 

My imagination 
jumps ahead. The deal 
is made, the pipe line is 
laid, and Sinai gas 
begins to flow freely 
into Israel. 

The Electric Co. shifts 
over to use of gas, 
which is cheaper than 
oil, and provides the 
country's industries 
with power from that 
source. The air in the 
country is cleaner. 
Contracts for purchase 
of oil from overseas 
suppliers are not 
renewed. The entire 
economy becomes 
dependent on the supply 
from Egypt. 

And then political 
relations with Egypt 
begin to sour. The Arab 
world seeks to activate 
its aim to destroy Israel, 
and at a crucial moment, 
Egypt turns off the taps. 
Israel's entire power 
and electricity supply is 
crippled, now receiving 
only the meager sup
plies of gas from its own 
small off-shore wells. 

What are the chances 
of Egypt's taking such a 
step? We have always 
referred to the relations 
between us as being a 
cold pe'ace, but one 
whoever studies the 
atmosphere in Egypt 
today is struck by the 
constant drumming up 
of hatred for Israel and 
the Jews. In the press, in 
the schools, in the par-

I iament there is repeated 
anti-Israel agitation. 

~ 

The Middle East 
Media Research 
Institute (MEMRl), 
which keeps an eye on 
the internal situation 
there, prov ides us with 
constant evidencc of 
this spirit. Outlandish 
accusations, frequently 
repeated, are swallowed 
up by the Egyptian pub-
lic. The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion are quot
ed. The Egyptian media, 
both government and 

¥ 

opposition, frequently 
accuse the Jews of 
fomenting plots and 
conspiracies worldwide, 
with Israel at the head. 
The government affili
ated daily, Al-Ahralll, 
the most widely circu
lated paper in Egypt, 
recently blazoned the 
charge that "a Zionist 
gang has taken control 
of Russia." The world 
won't stand for the 
Zion ist mllchinat ions, 
the paper goes on, and 
inevitably what faces 
the .1ewg is a "Holocaust 
all over again, only this 
time an eternal 
Holocaust, with no hope 
and salvation .... " 

The daily AI-Wafd 
commented on a steep 
rise in the price of milk 
in Egypt, which it 
ascribed to an Israeli-
controlled company, 
thereby depriving 
Egyptian infants of 
milk. 

Hatred of Israel IS 

constantly fomented, 
and is in the air. Publ ic 
opinion in Egypt is 
being molded, and when 
the time comes for a 
showdown with Israel, 
Cairo will be' in an 
excellent position to 
cripple Israel's econo
my - by closing the tap. 

Thus far, I have found 
only one voice here 
objecting to the project. 

Knesset member 
Ronnie Milo talks of 
seeking Knesset action 
to prevent the electric 
company from acquir
ing Egyptian gas on the 
grounds that the cost 
will be too great, and 
that we should spend 
the money developing 
our own off-shore wells. 
Perhaps he has in mind 
the danger of rei iance 
on an uncertain source, 
but is too diplomatic to 
express it that way. 

The planning and the 
negotiations are going 
ahead, and I am still 
puzzled - and worried. 

The writer lives in 
Haifa, Israel. 


