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New leadership for Chai as dance troupe enters 37th year 
Tracy Kasner, Stefan Gislason new artistic directo'rs 

r'li,("\i he Sarah Sommer i Chai Folk Ensem-
,XL ble is in transition 

this summt'l'. At 
Folklorama this month. 
fans of the popular Israel i 
dance troupe will see both 
thc old and thc new look 
Chai. 

OUR LITTI..E SHTETl 

ROBIN BRAHA: Chai's new dance director. 

"Wc will bc dancing 
our older, high cnergy 
pieces for the last time," 
says Tracy Kasner. "At 
the same time, we will be 
placing more emphasis on 
showcasing Chai. We 
will be starting right in 
with the dancing. At our 
pavillion this year, there 
will be less emcee and 
more performance." 

Kasner and Stefan 
Gislason are Chai's new 
artistic directions, replac
ing Tamar Barr and Casey 
Chisick, who stepped 
down at the end of last 
season. Kasner has been 
part of Chai for the past 
10 years. 

"I grew up with Chai," 
she says. "It gets into your 
blood. It has become part 
of who I am. I can't imag
ine living in Winnipeg 
and not being part of 
Chai." 

Gislason remembers 
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his introduction to Chai 
seven years ago. The 
troupc was looking for a 
bass player. Gislason had 
a friend in Chai who 
played clarinet, and in
vited him to join. 

"I remember my first 
rehearsal," he recalls. "I 
walked into the old 
Y(MHA) downtown and 
heard the music. I have 
never looked back." 

Gislason and Kasner 
have been acting as co
directors with Barr and 
Chisick overthe past year, 
while Gislason has been 
musical director for five 
years and Kasner has 
served as the vocal direc
to!'. Thus, the transition 
has been smooth. They 
both praise their immedi
ate predecessors' contri
butions over the years. 

"It has been an advan
tage for us working so 
closely with Tamar and 
Casey," says Kasner. 
"We have learned a lot 
from them." 

While the new artistic 
directors have some new 
ideas in mind for this sea
son, the major change in 
philosophy will be a 
sharper focus on Chai it
sel f, and less emphas is 
on joint productions, as 
has been the case over the 
last two or three years. 
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Gislason also reports 
that the troupe has 10 new 
male dancers this year, 
meaning that for the first 
time in years, there will 
be an equal number of 
male and female dancers. 

Thedance numbers this 
year are the responsibil
ity of Robyn Braha, 
Chai's new dance direc
tor. Braha has been a 
dancer with Chai since 
she was 16. She followed 
in the dance steps of older 
sister, Lori, who now 
lives in Vancouver. 

AI though Chai and Is
raeli dance have been an 
important partofBraha 's 
life for many years, her 
dance range goes far be
yond Chai. She began tak
ing dance lessons at the 
Royal Dance Conserva
tory. For the past two 
years, she has been a Blue 
Bomber cheerleader. 

"I did jazz dancing 
when I was younger," she 
says. "A friend encour
aged me to try out for the 
cheerleading squad. It has 
been a lot of fun. It's a 
relaxing environment, 
and the other girl s are 
wonderful. It is nice to 
have the diversity." 

For the past two years 
as well, Braha has been 
teaching Israeli dancing 
at the Beth Israel Syna
gogue. Under her leader
ship, the Beth Israel pro
gram last year grew to 55 
students (including her 
younger sister, Andrea). 
Next month, she is start
ing her own dance school. 
Braha reports that she al-
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LEONARD KAHANE with winning sculpture: It was a natural transition, 
moving from dentistry to sculpture. 

ready has some students 
registered. 

For now, though, she is 
looking forward eagerly 
to Folklorama. "We will 
be doing a lot of our best
loved dances," she says. 

*** 
Four years ago, Dr. 

Leonard Kahane decided 
to give up his longtime 
dental practice at 
Corydon and Waterloo, 
and retire. He has not been 
idle in his retirement. The 
first thing he did was 
spend a month in the far 
north with his wife, Hope, 
and donating his time as a 
dentist to treat Inuit Peo
ple. 

Although he enjoys 
playing racquetball, 
downhill skiing and gar
dening, he has found a 
new passion in SCUlpting. 
His efforts as a sculptor 
were recognized at the 
Red River Exhibition in 
June wi th the Paddy 
Conklin Memorial 
Award for sculpture. 

"I was elated to have 
won the award," says 
Kahane. "I t was my first." 

Kahane works out of 
the Manitoba Institute of 
Sculptors and Artists' stu
dio at Langside off Por
tage. He is one of a group 
of 14, many of them also 
Jewish, who are members 
of the institute. 

Kahane observes that it 
was a natural transition 
moving from dentistry to 
sculpture. (Actually, for 
a while, he also was fab
ricating gold jewellery.) 

"Some sculptors have 
fixed ideas of what they 
want to do," he says. 
"They draw the form first 
or build a model out of 
plasticine. I am a free 
form sculptor. I let the 
stone talk to me. The stone 

dictates what I end up 
with. What I love about 
working with stone is that 
the sense of touch comes 
into play while you are 
trying to create beautiful 
forms in three dimen
sions. " 

Scul pture for Kahane 
has become a full time 
occupation. He is usually 
the first one at the studio 
in the mornings, and stays 
until 4:00 p.m. five days 
a week. 

"I am rather intense in 
what I do," he says. 

His and his fellow art
ists' and sculptors' works 
are on display at Gallery 
757 and the Warehouse 
Art Gallery. "I have sold 
a few pieces and donated 
15 more to institutions 
such as theShaarey Zedek 
and the Canadian Diabe
tes Society," he says. 

He and other institute 
members have showings 
scheduled for the fall at 
Gallery 757 and at the 
Manitoba Legislature. 

*** 
Following up on the 

appearance of Rabbi 
Shefa Gold at the Or 
Chadash/Rady Centre's 

second Jewish Renewal 
Shabbaton last March, 
Ruth Sheps, one of Or 
Chadash's leaders, at
tended Gold's spiritual re
treat in New Mexico in 
mid-June. 

"I didn't realize that it 
was going to be a silent 
retreat," says Sheps. "It 
fel t a little strange at first. 
I was a bit apprehensive. 
I chose to embrace the 
challenge. " 

She says that she found 
the silence liberating. "It 
made the contemplative 
inward journey easier," 
she notes. "It also did 
away with the need to 
worry about social con
vention, the affects of 
words on others and the 
perception of other par
ticipants based on what 
they do or who they are." 

The retreat, which at
tracted 16 people, was 
held in a monastery near 
Jemez Springs, New 
Mexico, and the Jemez 
Mountains, foothills to 
the Rockies. Shefa Gold 
recently moved to Jemez 
Springs. 
(Cont. on page 6. Sec 
"Myron Love".) 

lEWISII cunJ) & 
FAMILY SERVICE 

foster Home Needed 

jewish Child &.. Family Service is in 
urgent need of a skilled Jewish foster 
home for a Sibling group of three. We 
are seeking a home that can provide 
a Jewish environment and support the 
emotional needs of these three chil
dren. For more information, please 
contact. Randee Pollock or AI 
Bennaroch at JCFS: 477-7430 
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Books 

Giving voice to Holocaust women who caredfor the sick 
Medical practice carried on without any of the tools 

Sisters in Sorrow: Voices ofeare in the Holocaust. 
Roger A Ritvo and Diane M. Plotkin. Foreward by 
Harry James Cargas. Texas A & M University 
Press, College Station Texas 1998. 314 pages. In
cludes notes, bibliography, index. 

Review by SAM TRACHTENBERG 

f!-~""4 his book gives a voice to the women who took 
b care. of the sick in .the concentration camps ,of 

j,t, NaZI Germany, whIch had been constructed for 
the sole purpose of human extermination. For the 
women whose stories are recounted, there remained 
glimmers of hope. Those who were capable and willing 
were sometimes able to help others live, thus retaining 
a measure of value in their own lives, as well as 
contributing to those of their fellow prisoners. Sisters 
in Sarro\\' provides a perspective on the experiences of 
women who showed ingenuity in adapting to their 
hon-ific environments. The survival skills of these 
women frequently resulted from their backgrounds as 
homemakers and caregivers. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

To this collection of 
memoirs and narratives, 
Roger A. Ritvo and Diane 
M. Plotkin have added 
important historical back

ground, glvmg context to the stories. The women 
chronicle the existence of human decency in indecent 
infernos, and the paradox of healing in the face of the 
Final Solution. 

RUTH SHEPS in New Mexico: She found the si
lence liberating. 

Myron Love 
(Cont. from page 6.) 

Sheps reports that each day began at 6:30 a.m. with 
chanting and meditation in a gazebo outside, with the 
mountains as a backdrop. Breakfast was served at 8:00 
a.m. followed by chanting classes. 

After lunch and a 90-minute break, Gold led her 
retreat students through some yoga exercises and more 
chanting and meditation for mincha (afternoon prayers). 
After supper, participants reviewed the inner work of 
the day through dramatizations developed by Gold. 
(Discussion was allowed during classes.) 

Sheps says the experience helped herto find a "deeper 
voice", an experience she shared with other Or Chadash 
members at the most recent monthly meeting on July 
23. (Or Chadash usually meets one Sunday a month in 
different houses.) 

"I took away from the retreat experience a sense of 
stillness, a place of sanctuary within away from the 
daily dance of life," Sheps says. 

She reports that Or Chadash and the Rady Centre are 
considering a number of individuals to lead their next 
Jewish Renewal Shabbaton. "There is no shortage of 
good people we can find to bring in," she says. 

The group will shortly begin addressing the issue of 
raising the funding to bring someone in. 

The writer is a Winnipeg freelanceI'. 

Roger A. Ritvo is vice-chancellor academic and 
student affairs and professor, Auburn University, 
Montgomery, Alabama. He writes on medical care 
giving and health care ethics. Diane M. Plotkin is 
professor of world literature and Holocaust studies, 
Brookhaven College, Farmers Branch, Texas. She is 
on the Board of Directors, Dallas Memorial Center for 
Holocaust Studies. 

The book's scope is shown in the contents, which 
include Women Trapped within a Medical Paradox; 
Theresienstadt: Limbo of the Damned; Hana Muller 
Bruml: I was a Nurse in Theresienstadt; MargretLehner: 
If Anyone Here Mentions Humane Treatment ... , Ruth 
Reiser: The Only Medicine Was Charcoal; Westerbork: 
Journey to the Underworld; Trudy Shakno: I Don't 
Know What This All Means; Labor Camps: Circles of 
Suffering; Dr. Edith Kramer: Hell and Rebirth- My 
Experience during the Time of Persecution; Auschwitz: 
The Depth of Hell's Abyss; Margita Schwalbovd: 
They Were Murdered in The Infirmary, Bergen-Belsen: 
The Bowels of Hell; Hela Los Jafe: People Didn't Go 
Willingly; Dr. Ada Bimko: Don't Be Afraid Child; 
Magda Herzberger: God Saved Me For a Purpose; 
Liberation: Into the Void; Marie Ellifritz: My Sorrow 
Is Continuously Before Me; The Survivor's Purgatory; 
Zina S: Rebel Through Recollection; Beyond the Para
dox. 

Sislers in Sorrow helps to fill a gap in our understand
ing of the events of the Holocaust. Jews were betrayed 
by neighbors, robbed, beaten, removed from their 
sources of income, deported, starved, tortured, mur
dered - and still some survived. 

MERELY SURVIVING 
W AS REMARKABLE 

This book is about some of them. The women inter
viewed were heroes, showing the best side of their 
humanity. Merely surviving under the extreme circum
stances they experienced was remarkable. As one 
woman (Magda Herzberger) noted: "the only freedom 
I had in that camp was my spiritual freedom" - the 
insights of a hero of the imagination. We read how 
women banded together to protect those who were 
pregnant, how medical practice was carried on without 
disinfectants, without hot water, without sterilization 
of instruments, how primitive dentistry was performed 
without anesthesia. Doctors became licensed murder
ers, expectant mothers were abused, prisoners were 
burned alive - the stories are endless, unfathomable. 

The authors put enormous intellectual and emotional 
labor into the compilation of their book. They con
ducted interviews in the United States and abroad. 
Many women did not feel they had done enough to 
provide adequate care. Others still suffer from memo
ries of the abortions they had to perform or the babies 
they had to murder to save the lives of the mothers. 

The women whose biographies and oral histories are 
recounted were forced by an evil beyond their control 
to abandon lives of health and happiness to lives of 
sickness and misery in the camps. 

The women interviewed showed strength, as many 
gave their all for one another by attempting to conceal 
their friends' pregnancies from the SS, by offering 
their last crust of bread to a starving friend, or by 
preventing a fellow prisoner from committing suicide 
by a kind word and a comforting hand. The book is not 
a study of the medical care rendered to women by their 
fellow female prisoners. Rather it deals with the moral
ity of caring and responsibility of the women who 
faced adversities in a nightmarish world, different 
from those of men such as danger of rape, loss of 
menses, pregnancy, abortion, the care ancVor murder of 
newborn and young children. 

By presenting the narratives, testimonies and mem
oirs of a few, the authors hope they can make clearer the 
picture of life for the millions of women who struggled 
not only to remain alive, but to aid and comfort their 
comrades in the hell of the Holocaust. In the ghettos 

and concentration camps of Europe, murder and muti
lation, mercy and care contradicted one another. There 
were many doctors and nurses among the women 
prisoners, many of whom had not even completed their 
education, who worked under horrible conditions in 
filthy, unequipped or ill-equipped infirmaries. Lack
ing medicines and supplies, they attempted to comfort 
the suffering thousands who came for help. 

There were women who functioned as physicians 
and nurses in the ghettos, transit and labor camps, and 
extermination camps and who, after liberation, served 
as caregivers in the camps for the thousands of home
less refugees. Prior to the transportation of Jews to the 
camps, thousands poured into ghettos created by the 
conquering German armies. In these overcrowded, 
unsanitary quarters conditions deteriorated in the few 
hospitals where Jewish patients were allowed. Most 
Jewish women died from the ravagcs of brutal treat
ment, starvation and disease or were sent to the gas 
chambers and crematoriums. 

MANY SURVIVED BECAUSE 
OFTHECARE 

Yet many surv ived because of the care given by the 
nurses and physicians imprisoned with them. In the 
primitive infirmaries in the camps, a few overworked 
prisoner-doctors and nurses attempted to help their 
fellow inmates. There were also women in the barracks 
who were untrained in medical care, but frequently 
attempted to help and comfort one another. 

Whether physicians, nurses or patients, the women 
in the book endured the unendurable, and shared expe
riences beyond comprehension. Many, as noted, helped 
their companions to bear their suffering, and to those 
beyond help, they brought comfort in their last mo
ments. 

We salute and honor the women whose narratives are 
related, and so many others like them, whose voices 
and acts of compassion and whose sacrifices as volun
teers contributed to the survival of their sisters in 
sorrow. 

The reviewer is a refired professor (~f public polity 
from the University a/Manitoba and (~fpublic admin
istration ji'o/ll the University 0/ Winnipeg. 
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