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Left dejected, right jubilant, but all sides say it's not over 
By A VI MACHLIS 

JERUSALEM (JT A) 
- The collapse of the talks 
at Camp David did little 
to dispel the deep feeling 
of uncertainty felt by most 
Israelis over the future of 
the region. On the face of 
it, hard-liners were jubi
lant and the peace camp 
was dejected, as could be 
expected. But just the 
same, settlers who oppose 
any accord know that the 
peace process is not yet 
over. There could still be 
a full or partial agreement 
that would include giv
ing up most of the West 
Bank and even parts of 
Jerusalem. 

For doves. the Camp 
David collapse is not yet 
the death of their dream, 
though it has raised seri
ous questions about their 
conception of the Pales
tinians as a peace partner. 
All of these views were 
present July 26 in down
town Jerusalem, whi~h 
always serves as a micro
cosm for the mood in Is
rael. 

As an indication that 
confusion remained, 
there was no open dis-

The Temple Mount in Jerusalem's Old City reflects 
the light ofthe rising sun. Jerusalem was the "most 
difficult problem" blocking Israel and the Palestin
ians from reaching an agreement at Camp David, 
President Clinton said when he announced the 
summit's failure on July 25. Credit: Brian Hendler/ 
iTA. 

play of passions from ei
ther side. There may have 
been endless chatter on 
the radio and television 
about the ramifications of 
the summit's failure, but 

on the streets, there was 
no politicking and bi 11-
boards remained rela
tively free of propaganda. 

Leah Gilboa, a retiree 
who has lived in Israel 
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for 65 years, said she was 
extremely disappointed 
that no agreement had 
been reached, and was 
even will ing to hand over 
Arab neighborhoods of 
Jerusalem to the Pales
tinians. "But we cannot 
reach an agreement if the 
other side is unwilling to 
make any compromise," 
she said. "Maybe we were 
a little naive to think that 
the Palestinians would 
declare an end to the con
Il ict. Perhaps they are not 
ready for peace." Yet 
Gilboa has not lost hope. 
'Tm just a bit Il)ore real
istic now," she said. "I 
think, though, that this is 
just a time out and the 
talks will continue." 

Moshe Beigel, a 41-
year-old jeweler who 
lives in the settlement of 
Efrat near Jerusalem, said 
he was upset that the talks 
had broken down. "I 
would like a solution," 
said Beigel, even though 
he felt Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak had gone too 
far in his willingness to 
give the Palestinians au
thority over some sec
tions of Jerusalem. 

"Ifhe negotiated an end 
to the conll ict, Israel is 
would be willing to go a 
long way," he said. "But 
I don't think the Palestin
ians are ready to go that 
course. " 

There are plenty of Is
raelis who were happy 
that Barak came home 
empty-handed, and notall 
of them live in the West 
Bank orfit the stereotype 
of hard-line gun-toting 
religious settlers. 

HilaPikali, 15, said she 
was completely opposed 
to any division of Jerusa
lem, even the Arab 
neighborhoods she has 
never visited. 

"It's good that Barak 
came home with noth
ing," she said. "Jerusa
lem must stay united un
der Israeli sovereignty -
even ifit would not make 
such a big difference in 
my life." 

Others were more 
vague, concerned that the 
failure could spark vio
lence, yet uncertain that 
big concessions would 
have given Israelis any
thing. 

"If I knew that conces
sions in Jerusalem would 
be the end of the conflict 
then I might have agreed 
to suchadeal,"said Rami 
Levy, a 25-year-old stu
dent from Tel Aviv. "The 
problem is that today its 
east Jerusalem, tomorrow 
it's all of Jerusalem, and 
the next thing you know 
they will want Tel Aviv." 

UN to deploy along border 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Additional UN peacekeepers 

were slated to be deployed along the Israeli-Lebanese 
border starting July 26, UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan told the Security Council. In Lebanon, a UN 
official said, "We are working on the final details on 
how many troops to put on the border." News of the 
deployment came after the United Nations announced 
July 24 that Israel and Lebanon have stopped violating 
each other's territory. 

Syria wants UN to take town 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Syria asked the United Na

tions to take control of a town near the Golan Heights 
rather than give part to Lebanon and part to Israel. 
Ghajar was cut in two when UN officials drew the 
international boundary after Israeli forces withdrew 
from southern Lebanon in May. 

Ministers take tour to back Barak 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israeli cabinet minister 

Michael Melchior and other leaders of the moderate 
Orthodox Meimad movement toured Jerusalem's Old 
City on July 25 in a show of support for Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak's peace efforts and their own commitment 
to Jerusalem. A spokesman for the movement said it 
could not accept a peace deal that would grant sover
eignty to a foreign power on the Temple Mount. 

Knesset to debate Jerusalem law 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel's Knesset was due to 

begin debate on an opposition initiative that would 
require a special majority for any change to Jerusa
lem's status. The proposed law refers to any effort to 
transfer portions of the city to a foreign power or to 
adjust the borders of the city. 

Police investigating threats 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israeli police are investigat

ing right-wing extremists who publicly threatened to 
kill Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. The action came after the 
outlawed Kach group made the threats on Israel Televi
sion. A group member said Barak would be "responsi
ble for his own life" if settlers were forced out from 
their West Bank homes as a result of a peace deal with 
the Palestinians. 

Opposition parties seek elections 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - Israeli opposition parties 

issued a statement supporting early elections. Repre
sentatives from the parties, except for the fervently 
Orthodox United Torah Judaism bloc, participated in a 
meeting initiated by Likud Party leader Ariel Sharon. 
The Knesset is slated to hold a preliminary vote on two 
early election bills filed by the opposition this week. 

Child allowances may increase 
JERUSALEM (JT A) -Israel's Knesset was sched

uled to vote on a bill that would greatly increase child 
allowances paid by the state to families with more than 
four children, a measure that will primarily benefit 
haredi, or fervently Orthodox, families. The Israeli 
daily Ha'aretz reported that at Jerusalem's Sha'are 
Zedek Hospital, some 40 women giving birth each year 
already have at least 15 children. 

Panel offers safe-passage plan 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - An Israeli government panel 

recommended that a sunken roadway be built as a safe
passage route linking the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
instead of a proposed elevated highway. The Israeli 
daily Ha'aretz reported that an elevated road would 
cost an estimated $800 million U.S. to $1.25 billion 
U.S., compared to an estimated $250 million U.S. to 
$300 million U.S. for a sunken road. 

New Phalcon deal surfaces 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - India is inter~sted in buying 

two Phalcon advanced airborne warning systems from 
Israel for $500 million U.S., according to the Israeli 
daily Ha 'aretz. The report said Defence Ministry offi
cials are concerned the United States may try to block 
the deal. Earlier last month, Israel gave in to heavy U.S. 
pressure and scrapped a deal to sell the system to China. 
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Israel's new president promises to guide 'quieter, calmer' country 
By NAOMI SEGAL 

JERUSALEM 
(JTA) - Israel's new 
president has vowed to 
pursue tolerance and 
national unity. Moshe 
Katsav made the 
promise during his 
inaugural speech at a 
Knesset ceremony 
August I, when he 
became Israel's eighth 
president. 

After the Likud Party 
legislator took the oath 
of office, an honor 
guard blew on rams' MOSHE KATSAV in the Knesset shortly after 
horns and legislators winning the presidential election: "Locking up" SHIMON PERES in the 

Knesset immediately after 
hearing that he had not 
succeeded in his bid for 
the presidency. Copyright: 
lsranet. 

has frequently been a 
counterbalance to 
government policy, 
pushing for progress 
when the peace 
process faltered and 
urging a slowdown 
during waves of ter
rorist attacks. In an 
emotional speech at 
the August I ceremo
ny, Weizman made 
an appeal to the polit
ically divided 
Knesset not to aban
don the pursuit of 
peace, "no matter 
how complicated or 
difficult it may be." 

called out, "Long live his P?litical views during his seven-year term. 
the new president." In a COPYright: lsrallet. 

secret parliamentary vote the previous day, 
Katsav beat the odds-on favorite, Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate and former Labor 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres. Katsav is the 
first Lilwd candidate to be elected Israel's 
head of state. 

After the election, Katsav, 55, promised 
he was "locking up" his conservative polit
ical views during his single, seven-year 
term, saying he would instead focus on the 
internal problems confronting Israeli soci
ety. At the swearing-in ceremony, Katsav, 
who is religiously observant, offered a 
prayer seeking guidance. "I ask you, God of 
Israel, to make me succeed in my role," 
Katsav said at the Knesset ceremony. "I 
will do everything to justify your trust in 
me, and I accept my duty with humility." 

The new president also noted his own 
humble beginnings as a child who immi
grated with his family to Israel from Iran. 
Katsav spent his first few years in Israel in 
the transit camps set up for the absorption 
of Jews who immigrated from mainly Arab 

countries during the 1950s. 
Knesset Speaker Avraham Burg 

hailed Katsav's election as proof 
that anyone, from any means or back
ground, could attain the position of 
"Israel's No. I citizen." Burg also advised 
Katsav to rise above the pol itical debate. 
Katsav's promise to help nurture a "quieter, 
calmer" Israel contrasted with the more tur
bulent dynamic that characterized the pres
idency of his predecessor, Ezer Weizman. 

Weizman, who stepped down three years 
before his second five-year term was to 
end, resigned three months after police 
probing his financial affairs recommended 
that he not be charged - but at the same time 
gave him a less-than-blemish-free verdict. 
A veteran public figure who held key posts 
in the military and politics before becoming 
president, Weizman served as president 
during a period that spanned both left- and 
right-wing governments. 

The outspoken Weizman - the nephew of 
Thrael's first pre!!.ident, Chaim Weizmann -

During his speech, 
Weizman offered 
some words of advice 
to Katsav. "Try not to 

get into trouble. It's not easy, but perhaps 
you were elected because your nature is dif
ferent from mine." Some I ,200 people par
ticipated in the swearing-in ceremony, 
including Supreme Court justices, diplo
mats, former lawmakers and top military 
and police officials. Notably absent was 
Peres. 

Considered the popular favorite for the 
post, Peres was openly stunned following 
his defeat. In an Israel Radio interview on 
August I, Peres acknowledged disappoint
ment, but said he "blamed no one" for it. 
Peres, who remained on as regional devel
opment minister in the cabinet of Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak, said he preferred not 
to dwell in the past, but to look forward to 
the future. 
(Cont. on page 29. See "Katzav defeats 
Peres in presidential vote".) 
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