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University scene 

Jewish students perform at Fringe Festival 
Some re-stage material performed at university 

rt'''4 his year's Winni-
, peg Fringe Festi-

.J!f"" val showcased 
many great young local 
talented actors. Among 
them were Jewish Uni
versity of Winnipeg thea
tre and drama students 
Avital Ludwig, Dan Sil
ver, Daniel Thau-Eleff, 
and Eve and Ashley 
Majzels. 

UNIVERSITY SCENE 

AARON CUTLER 

Thau-Eleff and the 
Majzels siblings starred 
in a play entitled Cross 
Creek, which was writ
ten by local playwright 
Dale Lakevold, directed 
by University of Winni
peg Theatre and Drama 
Professor Per Brask, and 
produced by the Univer
sity of Winnipeg Theatre 

Thau
Eleff 
played 
the 
c h ar
acter 
of Jim 
Bogs, 
a 
Metis 
whois 
con
nected 
to the 
I an d, 
and 
pro -
v ides 
hppe 
for 
love 
among 
a 

From left: Steven Ratzlaff, Vanessa Rigaux, Daniel Thau-Eleff, and 
Ashley Majzels staring at a buffalo skull in the fringe play, Crosscreek. 
Photo by Tim Babcock. group 

of characters that seem 
incapable of love. 

and Drama department. 
The play was performed 
as a part of the Majzels' 
and Thau-Eleff's univer
sity spring course. 

The play was about the 
founding of Brandon, but 
Thau-Eleff explained that 
it was really about get
ting to know the interest-

Drycleanlng 
(on most 
IIams) 

ing characters. Ashley 
Majzels played Belleaus, 
a professor who tutors 
Eve's character, Amy 
Cross, about acting. 
While tutoring, Belleaus 
falls head over heels in 
love with Amy Cross, and 
comically snaps while 
attempting to pursue her. 
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The play also deals with 
trying to build a theatre in 
the settlement of 
Brandon. Thau-Eleff ex
plained that "the theatre 
is all about real human 
interaction between ac
tors onstage, and between 
actors and the audience." 
That is something that has 
drawn Thau-Eleffto per
form live on stage. ''That 
is something that our so
ciety needs and some
thing that I would like to 
participate in," he says. 

The crowd definitely 
connected with the char
acters in the play. Laugh
ter was heard throughout 
this romantic comedy full 
of witty dialogue, and the 
actors were received with 
an enthusiastic cheer at 
the end of the perform
ance. 

Another fringe play, 
entitled Survival Mecha
nisms, showcased the up 
andcomingtalentofU of 
W Theatre and Drama 
graduate Dan Silver. The 
play was about young 
adults who work at 
unfulfilling, low-paying 
jobs at a fictional depart
ment store called "Sam
Mart". The play focused 
on many issues young 
people face at work, such 
as balancing school and 
work, tension between 
full-time employees and 
part-time employees who 
go to school, and con
flicts between the young 
middle manager and his 
workers. Silver played 
the part of the uptight, 
immoral at times, middle 
manager, and he played it 
quite well. 

Silver noted that he is 
more interested in acting 
in films, as opposed to 
theatre. This summer he 

also had a major role in a 
video called Surviving 
the Reality, which is 
about a girl who gets 
sexually assaulted. The 
film shows the court trial 
and flashes back to the 
incident of the assault. 
Silver played the antago
nist. 

Silver said the fringe 
festival is important be
cause young actors and 
writers get a chance to 
showcase their talents. 
He was upset about the 
lack of attention the 
smaller local venues re
ceived from the press, but 
he was still left with very 
positive experiences from 
the fringe. Silversaid the 
festival is an enjoyable 
place for the actors and 
writers to hang out at, 
because you get to meet a 
great group of people who 
are interested in acting. 

Avital Ludwig also 
starred in a play called 
Recoil, which was about 
a kidnapping gone wrong. 
Ludwig played the mes
senger who communi
cated back and fourth to 
the kidnappers and the 
associates of the person 
who was kidnapped. It 
was Ludwig's character 
that managed to botch 
things up in the kidnap-

ping. This was Ludwig's 
first fringe play, but she 
is no stranger to the stage. 
For years she has acted 
for the Prairie Theatre 
Exchange. and also per
formed in the musical • 
The Wiz, for Joseph 
Wolinsky Collegiate in 
1995. 

Ludwig had a good ex
perience at the fringe fes
tival, and said it was "a 
great way to spend time." 
to get yoursel f noticed .... 
For me it's a stressful but 
fun time." The thing 
Ludwig liked most about 
the fringe festival was 
play swapping: meeting 
new friends and going to 
watch their plays, and 
then having them come 
to watch yours. 

So if you would like to 
pursue a career in acting. 
or just have a case of the 
acting bug, why not try 
out for the fringe festival 
next year. Auditions usu
ally occur in May, and 
you can get information 
about the fringe from both 
University of Manitoba 
and University ofWinni
peg Theatre and Drama 
departments, MTC, or in 
the Artspace building. 

The writer is a Red 
River College student. 

'CAREERS . 

Temple Shalom Religious School is 
looking to hire classroom teachers, 
resource personnel, teaching assistants 
and substitute teachers. A background in 
Education is an asset but not a 
requirement. Please forward all resumes 
to: 

Eileen Curtis 
School Director 
Temple Shalom Religious School 
1077 Grant Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB R3M 1 Y6 

Aleph-Bet ~hild Life Enrichment Program 
Inc. I.S seeking ECE II/III IS to fill permanent 
full time positions in our north and south 
end sites immediately. Interested 
applicants should have graduated from 
a recognized early childnood education 
progra~ and be classified as an ECE II/III IS. 
Exp~rlence working in a preschool 
envl~onment and the ability to develop 
and .Implement age appropriate Judaic 
cUrriculum would be considered strong 
assets. 
Please send resume to: 
123 Matheson Avenue East, R2W OC3 or 
fax to 586-1110. Deadline: August 18/00. 
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That's the goal - $3,535,000. It's an ambitious target for 

Federation/CJA Campaign 2000 - but it's a goal that we must 

• 

achieve to meet the community's current needs, fulfill our obligations 

to Israel and Jewish communities around the world, and to continue the 

important work of addressing the unmet needs of our community. 

A comprehensive community study concluded that by the year 2002, 

our community will need an annual campaign of $4,000,000 to sustain 

our current programs and services and to meet the needs that remain 

unfulfilled. By achieving this year's goal, we will be taking a major step 

forward. 

What are some of the unmet needs? 

• Reaching out to Winnipeg Jewish seniors not yet receiving 

services from the community. 

• Improved and increased access to transportation for Winnipeg 

Jewish seniors. 

• Expansion of mental health services to manage an expanding 

caseload. 

• Expanded English and Hebrew language support for newcomers. 

• Increased Jewish cultural programming. 

• Increased subsidies to allow more children to benefit from the 

value of a Jewish summer camp experience. 

• Increased hunger relief in the Former Soviet Union. 

• Increased contact and programming with our Israeli partners 

through the Partnership 2000 program. 

In the weeks ahead, you will read and hear more about the community's 

needs and the community's goals. 

For 2000 and beyond, we ask you to take the time to learn, read, ask 

questions, and to truly discover the power of giving and the power of 

your gift to the Federation/CJA campaign. 

Super Week 2000 
September 10-14 
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