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News analvsis Vatican reiterates call 
on Jerusalem 

Russian ~Jews speculate whether 
leader sold out to Russian president 

ROME (JTA) - The Vatican's foreign minister has 
informed visiting U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 

. Albright that an international status for Jerusalem is a 

prerequisite for a "just and lasting" Middle East peace. 
A Vatican spokesman said Archbishop Jean-Louis 
Tauran stressed to Albright on August I "the priority of 
dialogue; respect for international decisions, particu
larly UN resolutions; and the necessity of a special, 
internationally guaranteed status for the holy places of 
the three monotheistic religions." 

The Vatican, which sees itself as the protector of 
Christian interests in Jerusalem and at other Holy Land 
sites, has long sought to be an active player in Middle 
East peace negotiations. It also wields influence with 
the Palestinians. Albright stopped off in Rome on her 
way home from Asia to brief Tauran on last month's 
failed talks at Camp David between Palestinian Au
thority President Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Min
ister Ehud Barak. Earlier August I, at a news confer
ence following talks with Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini, Albright said that at Camp David, 
Arafat had not shown an interest in the internationali
zation of Jerusalem and had insisted on full Palestinian 
sovereignty over eastern Jerusalem. 
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MOSCOW (JT A) -
Russian Jewish leader 
Vladimir Goussinsky is 
safe and in Spain with his 
family - but speculation 
is ri f e over what prompted 
the Russian authorities to 
unexpectedly drop the 
charges against the me
dia mogul. 

Much of the specula
tion focuses over whether 
Goussinsky made any 
agreements that prodded 
the authorities to end its 
two-month-Iong cam
paign of harassment, 
which landed the presi
dent of the Russian Jew
ish Congress in jail for a 
few days in June on 
charges of embezzle
ment. 

And despite 
Goussinsky's release, 
Putin appears to be con
tinuing what appears to 
be his divide-and-con
quer strategy regarding 
the Jewish community by 
boosting a rival Jewish 
group, the Federation of 
Jewish Communities of 
Russia, at the RJC's ex
pense • 

The silence of 
Goussinsky and his clos
est aide, Igor 
Malashenko, who flew 
with him to Spain, is lead
ing many observers to 
suggest that Goussinsky 
traded the editorial inde
pendence of his national 
television channel NTV 
for his personal fr«edom. 
Rumors that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
was willing to end the 
campaign against 
Goussinsky in exchange 
for control over NTV 
have been circulating in 
Moscow ever since the 
campaign against 
Goussinsky began in 
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VLADIMIR 
GOUSSINSKY: Some 
suggest he traded edito
rial independence of his 
TV channel for his per
sonal freedom. 

May. Putin and his ad
ministration are angry 
over NTV' s open support 
of liberal leader Grigory 
Yavlinsky, oneofPutin's 
rivals in his run for the 
presidency earlier this 
year, and over the oppo
sition of Goussinsky and 
NTV to Russia's war in 
Chechnya. 

It is possible that 
Goussinsky's media em
pire, Media-Most, will be 
sold to Russia's national 
gas monopoly, Gazprom, 
in the near future, said 
Igor Shabdurasulov, who 
recently left a high-rank
ing administration posi
tion to head the empire of 
Goussinsky's media ri
val, Boris Berezovsky. 
Such a sale "is the same 
as selling Media-Most to 
the state," said 
Shabdurasulov. 

This move could be 
Gazprom's way of col7 
lecting on a $200 million 
U.S. loan to Goussinsky 
that he has not repaid. 
"You can't feed on the 
state and fight it at the 
same time," said 
Berezovsky, who con
trols the state-owned na
tional TV channel ORT 
and who was until re
cently a Kremlin insider. 

In addition to 
Gazprom's financial 
help, NTV has enjoyed 
discounts on its transmis
sion costs that are usually 
only granted to state
owned channels. 
Gazprom, which holds 
more than 40 percent of 
Media-Most stock, has 
kept silent on a possible 
deal, as has Putin's ad
ministration. Such an ex
planation flies in the face 
of Go us sin sky's image as 
a political gadfly and 
street fighter. 

"My sense is that he's 
going to continue" to criti
cize the governmel1t ifhe 
thinks it is justified," said 
Mark Levin, executive 
director of the NCSJ: Ad
vocates on Behalf of Jews 
in Russia, Ukraine, the 
Baltic States & Eurasia. 

ORlO NEWS IN BRIEF I 
Sex harassment commission proceeds 
NEW YORK (JTA) - An independent commission 

investigating the Orthodox Union's handling of com
plaints that a high-ranking employee in its youth ~roup 
sexually harassed and molested teen-agers says It .ex
pects to interview more than 100 people and review 
thousands of pages of documents. Formed three weeks 
ago amid allegations that the O.U. ignored repeat~d 
complaints about Rabbi Baruc? Lanne~, the commt~
sion is urging anyone with mformatton to e-maIl 
inquiryncsy@yahoo.com. 

Diver to search for refugee remains 
NEW YORK (JT A) - A British diver is preparing an 

expedition to determine whether a shipwreck disc~)V
ered off Istanbul is the remains of a vessel carrymg 
Jewish refugees fleeing the Holocaust t?at ",;,as torp~
doed and sunk. Earlier this month, Turkish divers said 
they located the wreck of the Struma, believed to have 
been sunk by a Russian torpedo in February 1942, 
killing 778 people. The grandparents of British diver 
Greg Buxton were among the passengers, mainly Jews 
from Romania, who had boarded the steamer. 

Group calls for Yahoo! boycott 
NEW YORK (JT A) - A French anti-racist group 

called for a worldwide boycott of Yahoo! for allowing 
access to a site selling Nazi memorabilia. The Move
ment against Racism and for Friendship Among Peo
ple also urged schools not to use the California-based 
Internet portal and called on the media to refuse its 
advertising. In May, a French court ordered the Internet 
portal to prevent French W ~b surfers fr~m taki.n.g part 
in any auctions on its Web site that deal m NaZI Items. 
The court is still dealing with the case 
Germany plans crackdown on extremists 

BERLIN (JT A) - German officials drafted plans for 
a crackdown on right-wing violence. The move comes 
after Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer said there may 
be a silent majority of Germans who are aiding the 
violence by not speaking out against it. There have 
been a spate of recent attacks, including a bombing two 
weeks ago in Dusseldorf that wounded a group of 
Jewish immigrants from the former Soviet Union. 

Australia speaks out for 'Iran 10' 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Australia's foreign minister 

said he held "constructive discussions" with Iranian 

officials about 10 Jews convicted of spying for Israel. 
While calling the meeting a "good hearing," Alexander 
Downer said the officials, including President 
Mohammad Khatami, warned that they would not bow 
to international pressure. 

Pipe bomb explodes in Germany 
BERLIN (JTAr~ A pipe bomb exploded July 31 in 

front of an office building in the eastern German town 
of Straslund, causing damage but no injuries. Police 
said it was possible that right-wing extremists were 
involved. The blast followed a July 27 bomb attack in 

Dusseldorf that injured several Jewish immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union. 

Swiss firms admit to forced labor 
ZURICH (JTA) - Several Swiss firms said July 31 

that they might have used forced labor during World 
War II. Swiss companies have until Aug. 25 to hand 
over data about forced labor in order to be included in 
a $1.25 billion U.S. settlement for Holocaust victims 
and be shielded from future litigation. 
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Arafat tries to rally theArab nations, 
but in the end, it's his decision alone 
By GIL SEDAN 

JEIWSALEM (JTA) 
- Palestinian_ Authority 
President Yasser Arafat 
has spent the past several 
days conferring with 
Arab leaders about the 
slances he will adopt fol
lowing the failed Camp 
David summit. 

Palestinian refugees _ 
without the blessing of 
Arab and Muslim lead
ers. Some Israel i analysts 
believe that despite 
Arafat's overtures, there 
is not much he can expect 
from the Arab world. 

As he traveled to na
tions including Saudi 
Arabia, Morocco, Alge
ria, Jordan and Tunisia, 
Arafat needed to get his 
signals straight on what 
can and cannot be negoti
ated away in the search 
for a comprehensive 
peace with Israel. 

YASSER ARAFAT, 
Palestinian Authority 
president: Making con
flicting demands of 
other Arab leaders. 

Barry Rubin, the 
deputy director of the 
Begin-Sadat Rescarch 
Center at Bar-llan Uni
versi ty, told JT A that 
Arafat is seeking two ap
parently confl icting 
things during his Arab 
tour. He wants his Arab 
brethren to endorse his 
tough demands from the 
Israelis. At the same time, 

After what he consid
ered a two-week diplomatic siege atCamp 
David, Ararat needed a timeout to rally 
support. According to all accounts, the 
summit failed over the issue of Jerusalem. 

And when it comes to the Holy City, 
Arafat knows full well that he is negoti
ating not only on behalf of the Palestin
ians: but that he also has to take into 
account the sensibil ities of the broader 
Arab and Muslim world. 

According to many observers, Arafat 
cannot move toward a compromise with 
Israel on Jerusalem - or on the issue of 

however, he does not 
want them to attack him if and when he 
does make concessions. 

Arafat's problem, according to Rubin, 
is that most of the Arab countries have 
thrown the problems back to Arafat to 
deal with on his own ... 

Much to Arafat's dismay, the Arab 
world to a large extent is standing aside 
and saying, 'You cope with it alone,'." 
said Rubin. 

Moreover, he added, Arafat has found 
himself in a damned-if-you-do and a 
damned-if-you-don't situation. 

Pxverience 
The'Museum Exhibition 

wilt be hetd in the Marion and Ed 
Vickar Jewish Museum located at the 
Asper Jewish Community Campus. 
This comprehensive exhibit explores 
the social history of Jewish music 
and musicians on a thematic basis, 

indicating the richness and vitality of 
the music scene in the community. 

It will also demonstrate the contribu· 
tions made by Jewish musicians beyond 
the confines of the community. 

A broad historical context of the 
origins of Jewish music includes: the 
relationship between music and reli· 
gious tife, music in relation to politicat 
and social movements, the evolution 
of Jewish folk music in Winnipeg and 
the emergence of musical clubs, 
community choirs, etc. 

The Museum hours are: 
Sunday· Friday 
Noon· 4:00 pm 
Wednesday & Thursday 
Noon· 8:00 pm 
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Jewish Heritage Centre 
Did you know that Zara Nelsova 

was the first North American 
cellist to tour the Soviet Union? 

Did you know that Peter Zvankin 
composed music for Harry Truman, 
John F. Kennedy and Joey 
Smallwood? 

Did you know that in Israel Sara 
Udow was called the Golda Meir of 
Song? 

These are just a few of the hundreds 
of musical facts that will be shared 
with the community when the Jewish 
Heritage Centre of Westcl11 Canada 
launches its millennium music project 
in September, 2000. Our Musical 
Heritage - A Century of.Jcwish Musi
cians and Music in Winnipeg will 
celebrate the lives and achievements 
of dozens of individuals who have 
contributed over the yeilrs to the rich 
and eclectic musical herilage of our 
community and to the world at large. 

TheofTicial unveilingofthe project, 
which will take place at 2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, Scptember 17 at the Marion 
and Ed Vickar Jewish Museum, will 
include the much-anticipated opening 
of lhe museum exhibit and the formal 
launch of a coffee table book. Both the 
museum exhibit and the book trace 
the development of the musical iden
tity of Winnipeg 's Jewish community 
from its early days to the present. 

The museum exhibit - which will 
remain open to the public until Janu
ary 200 I - will display a number of 
artifacts that illustrate the contribu
tions of individuals and organizations 
to all styles of music. These include 
musical instruments, original sheet 
music, concert programs and band 
uniforms. The exhibit will also fea-

Snare 
The Book: Our Musical 
Heritage 

traces the devetopment of the locat 
Jewish community's musical identity oy 

exploring the influences, contributions 
and achievements of community individ. 
uals and organizations to the work of 
music. 

ture a collection of recordings made 
by current and former Winnipeggers 
such as Chana Freedmlin, Paul 
Grosney, Kenny Colman, Shirley 
Brown and Harold Micay, among 
many others, and a large display of 
photographs. 

Similarly, the book will feature more 
than 100 photiJgraphs and a namllive 
that succinctly explores the many or
ganizations and individuals who have 
made unique and enduring eontribu
tions to music both within the Jewish 
communily and beyond. The book 
will also be generously interspersed 
with quotations, interesting anecdotes 
and musical facts about Winnipeg's 
Jewish musicians, vocalists, cantors, 
composers and conductors, and will 
include an extensive timeline high
lighting many of the community's 
musical achievements over a period 
of more Ihan 100 years. 

Additionally, the Jewish Heritage 
Centre will be sponsoring a series o( 
concerls in the fall to complement the 
opening of the museum exhibit and 
the publication of the book. These 
include Music Makers - a concert fea
turing local classical musicians - on 
Wednesday, October 18 at the Berney 
Theatre, The Brownstone Years - a 
tribute to Cantor Benjamin 
Brownstone emceed by former 
Winnipegger Allan Blye - on Sunday 
November 5 at the Rosh Pina Syna
gogue, a Musical Theatre Revue at the 
Berney Theatre on Thursday, Novem
ber 16, and a Yiddish Folk Music 
Concert on Sunday, December 3 at the 
Rosh Pina Synagogue. Further details 
regarding times and featured perform
ers will be announced soon. 

CereGrate 
Concert Series 

Music Makers: 

Wednesday, October 18, 2000 
at the Berney Theatre. 

A recital by a select group of Jewish 
musicians performing music written by 
local Jewish composers. 

Brownstone Years: 

Sunday, November 5, 2000 
at the Rosh Pina Synagogue. 

An evening of Cantor Benjamin· former 
Winnipeger and "Brownie" student 
Alan Blye will host this evening. 

The book examines all types of music 
that have been prevalent in the commu
nity (religious, folk, classicat, poputar 
and musical theatre) and profiles indio 
vidual personalities who have made 
unique and enduring contributions to 
music, both within the Jewish communi· 
ty and beyond. 

Musical Theatre Review: 

It atso features an extensive timeline 

that highlights many of the community'S 
musical achievements over a period of 
more than 100 years. 

500 copies of the book witt be produced 
and sold throughout the Music Project 
events and directly through the Jewish 
Heritage Centre. 

For more information call: 477-7460 

Thursday, November 16, 2000 
at the Berney Theatre. 
This program wilt highlight those 
individuals whose careers were 
established recognized in the musical 
theatre in Winnipeg. 

Yiddish Folk Music: 
Sunday, December 3, 2000 
at the Rosh Pina Synagogue. 
The concert series conctudes with a 
selection of Yiddish songs throughout 
the decades. 

Special pilckage prices available. 

The Musical Heritage Project was founded in part by 

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba 
The Winnipeg Foundation 

Harold Margolis Family In memory of Doris T. Margolis 
Anonymous 

Gail Asper Family Foundation 
I.l. Peretz Folk School Endowment Fund 
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