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Editorial/ comment 

Jewish lawyer's arguments unsubstantiated 
r ill ihe North American media have been inundated I with commentaries about U.S. Vice-President 

J1.. AI Gore's choice of Senator Joseph Lieberman 
as his Democratic running mate in next November's 
U.S. presidential election. 

Dailies across the continent last week praised 
Gore's decision as courageous and shrewd. Among 
other things, they noted Lieberman's openness about 
the fact that he's an observant Orthodox Jew, and his 
criticisms of U.S. President Bill Clinton's behavior 
during the Monica Lewinsky scandal. Those factors 
likely helped sway Gore, some commentators noted. 
They might help counter Republican candidate 
George W. Bush's claim to have the moral high 
ground in the campaign. 

The Jewish response to the news that Gore had 
picked a Jewish running mate for the first time in 
American history was sometimes more guarded. 

Avi Gesser, a Canadian Jew now working as a 
lawyer in New York, is one example of that. He 
argued in an August IO essay in The Globe and Mail 
that "many Americans feel ·more comfortable voting 
for politicians with the same religious beliefs." 

..... For many, either consciously or unconsciously," 
Gesser adds a few sentences later, "the fact that Mr. 
Lieberman does not adhere to the tenents of the New 
Testament will make them less comfortable voting 
for him, It's not that they have anything against Jews; 
they (such Christians) simply don't know a great deal 
about that religion's ideologies, and therefore, for 

them, it cannot serve as a touchstone of character and 
sound judgment." 

What Gesser bases his statements on is unclear. 
In fact, in a 1999 poll, the Gallup organization 

found that 92 per cent of Americans would vote for 
a Jewish candidate for president; that compares with 
only 46 per cent in a 1937 Gallup poll. . 

Considering that even winning presidential candI
dates rarely get even 50 per cent of the popular vote, 
92 per cent is a pretty impressive number. 

As for Gesser's argument that Christians can't feel 
as comfortable voting for a Jew as for a Christian, 
that ignores decades of ecumenicism - and the 
emphasis of many Jews, Christians and Muslims on 
the morals their religions share. 

Gore was substantially behind his Republican 
opponent in the polls, before his announcement of his 
choice as running mate. But a new Time Magazine 
essay predicts that as the election date nears, the gap 
might narrow substantially. 

As Jews, we have been conditioned for centuries 
not to be too assertive about our identities in the larg
er world, for fear of anti-Semitic reaction. 

Now that such reaction appears to have subsided 
in the U.S., it's ironic that a Jew publicly argues 
Christians won't feel comfortable voting for Joseph 
Lieberman because he's a Jew. It will also be sad, if 
hardcore anti-Semites use Gesser's misguided essay 
as ammunition. 
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Pale stinian state will be threat to Jordan 
More Palestinians live there than in West Bank, Gaza Strip 

rl['1he imminent 
proclamation of a 

",k, Palestinian state 
obviously creates many 
problems for Israel - the 
fate of Israel i settle
ments in the area, the 
drawing of border lines 
and maintenance of such 
lines, defence, economic 
and political relations 
between Israel and the 
new state - and much 
more. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

But all of these are 
eclipsed by the threat 
which such a state holds 
for the Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

More than half the 
present popUlation of 
Jordan, about three mil
lion, call themselves 
Palestinian, and about 
one million of these are 
still in refugee camps 
where they have been 
kept by the government 
and denied citizenship 
rights. They have long 
suffered under miser
able conditions. In 1970, 
fearing that the presence 
of organized Fatah ter
rorists constituted a 
threat to his regime, 
King Hussein clamped 
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YASSER ARAFAT, 
Palestinian Authority 
president: Organizing 
candidates loyal to 
him for upcoming 
Jordanian elections. 

down with an iron hand 
resulting, it was said, ,in 
the deaths of 20,000 
Palestinians. Some 
scores of them, in des
peration, even sought 
refuge across the river, 
in Israel. Arafat and his 
cohorts have not forgot
ten what has· been 
recorded in their annals 
as Black September, and 
have simply been await
ing opportune time to 
react. 

The opposition within 
Jordan has not been 
quiet, and of late there 
have been increasing 
incidents of internal 
threats against the gov
ernment. Not long ago 
16 Jordanians were 
placed on trial in 
Amman on charges of 
planning terrorist acts 
against the regime. One 
observer went so far as 
to note that Jordanian 
stabil ity is already sub
ject to a severe political 

KING ABDULLAH: 
Increasing reports of 
unrest against his gov
ernment. 

earthquake. 
Serious students of the 

situation, both within 
Jordan and outside, 
regard the creation of 
the Palestinian state as 
constituting a danger to 
the kingdom. The sym
pathy of Jordan's 
Palestinians for their 
independence-minded 
brethren is quite clear. 
Should there be any 
desire to extend the bor
ders of the new, truncat
ed state of Palestine, 
Arafat can count on the 
cooperation of the 
Palestinians across the 
river. Anschluss would 
be a logical result, with 
the ousting of the king 
and the enlargement of 
the new state enormous
ly. What this would 
mean to Israel is obvi
ous. 

Indeed, while all their 
public efforts have been 
focused on obtaining 
maximum land from 
Israel. some influential 

people in the Palestinian 
camp have let it slip that 
they regard historic 
Palestine as being the 
entire area originally 
under British mandate, 
and that includes 
Jordan. In their eyes, not 
only Israel, but Jordan 
as well are terra irreden
tao 

At one time many 
Israelis insisted that 
there was no need for a 
Palestinian state since 
one already existed _ 
Jordan. Rightist ele
ments in Israel, who had 
long persisted in pro
claiming that Jordan is 
Palestine, ceased their 
propaganda when they 
realized that they were 
in effect playing into the 
hands of Arafat, who 
considers that demo
graphically and politi
cally, Jordan is indeed 
Palestine. As a first open 
step he is now organiz
ing a slate of candidates 
loyal to him who will 
run in the coming 
Jordanian elections. 

Hitherto, the settle
ment of tens of thou
sands of Israel is in the 
West Bank has effec
tively prevented the 
Palestine Authority from 
creating a proximity to 
Jordan, from which 
organized infiltration 
would be easy. If Arafat 
is to take over the 
Jordan Valley, that situa
tion will change drasti
cally. 

As for Jerusalem, all 

vestiges of Jordanian 
influence there, dating 
back to the kingdom's 
occupation of the city, 
have been eliminated by 
the Palestinians. The 
Higher Muslim Council, 
supreme religious body 
in that city and the telTi
tories, until recently was 
controlled by individu
als designated from 
Amman. Arafat has now 
seen to it that they have 
been replaced by 
appointees of the 
Palestinian Authority. 

The threat to Jordan is 
very real, but as the edi
tors of Maariv note, 
while "the Israel gov
ernment should help 
Abdullah .... we must not 
get too close to him, lest 
we present him to the 
Muslim world as Israel's 
partner in oppressing the 
Palestinians. " 

But we cannot over
look the fact that the 
soon-to-be state of 
Palestine, with a popula
tion of two million in 
the West Bank and 
Gaza, will have reason 
to claim the loyalty of 
the three million 
Palestinians in Jordan as 
well as the large num
bers in camps in 
Lebanon, Syria and 
elsewhere. Nor should 
we ignore the fact that 
of the million Arabs in 
Israel, a large number 
insist on calling them
selves Palestinians. 

The writer lives in 
Haifa, Israel. 

Comment/ letters 

What's in a president? 
Sephardi lew's election signifies turning point 

A mnon Danker, one of Israel's 
most acerbic political com

. . .mentators, perhaps put it best: 
"No," he said, "They didn't steal the 
state away from us ... Moshe Katsav's 
election as president was the symbolic 
expression of a lengthy process of 
social and political change that has 

COMMENT ON ISRAEL 
bee n 
underway 
for 
years ... " 
The 

commen
tary on 
Katsav's 

SHIRA HERZOG election to 
the largely ceremonial post has ranged 
from dismay to elation on two ends of 
the Israeli political spectrum. The jux
taposition of Shimon Peres, part of 
Israel's founding aristocracy, states
man par excellence and Nobel laure
ate, with Katsav, a populist, observant, 
politician of humble, immigrant ori
gins, spawned strong reactions on the 
secular left and traditional ist right. 

Katsav's victory, or rather, Peres' 
defeat, were the result of political 
machinations that had more to do with 
current political developments than 
the merits of the two men. This is not 
unusual in presidential elections that 
are conducted in the Knesset by secret 
ballot. In this case, it was apparently 
the Shas vote that swung the result in 
Katsav's favor. Shas Knesset members 
voted against Peres and against Barak, 
with whom they are negotiating their 
reentry into the government. This was 
yet another message to Barak that they 
cannot be taken for granted (although 
at this point Barak probably needs no 
such reminder). 

Peres' defeat certainly deprived 
Israel of a unique voice on. the interna
tional stage in the highest office the 
country can offer. Of past presidents, 
only Chaim Herzog enjoyed similar 
international stature. As Israel's presi
dent, Peres would undoubtedly have 
been welcomed by every world leader, 
many of which he already knows well. 
He would have been a forceful, clarion 
voice for peace. Domestically, he -
like no other - would have called on 
Israelis to rise to the challenge that 
peace brings to their identity and his
tory. 

But Dankner was probably closer to 
the truth - and he was not alone. A few 
commentators provided a sober, more 
balanced perspective. 

Katsav does, indeed, represent the 
"new Israel", which carries historic 
grievances against the founding ~ener
ation, and is looking for symbolic and 
real manifestations of its rightful place 
in the blazing Israeli sun. 

In tum, the "old elites", who feel 
overpowered by the traditional, 
Mizrachi (Sephardic), immigrants, and 
Orthodox communities, have repeat
edly reacted extremely and vehement
ly against what they see as a takeover 
of their natural turf. As a result, they 
could not even acknowledge the pride 
that overflowed in the development 
town of Kiryat Malachi at the success 
of its native son. They also could not 

MOSHE KATSAV: He represents 
the "New Israel", which has historic 
grievances against the Ashkenazi 
Jews who founded Israel. /sl'anet 
photo. 

SHIMON PERES, defeatedcandi
date: As president, he would have 
been a forceful voice for peace. 
!sranet photo. 

appreciate the significance of the state
ment by Knesset speaker Avraham 
Burg that this election erased the glass 
wall that had existed between "one of 
ours" and "one of them". 

The position of president is ceremo
nial and strictly apolitical, especially 
in the new electoral system that elects 
the prime minister directly. But each 
president has made his mark, for better 
or worse. Most importantly, the presi
dent can provide moral leadership in a 
barren landscape. 

In this respect, Moshe Katsav will 
have the challenge of proving that he 
is indeed a president for all ofIsrael's 
citizens. He may also be better poised 
than anyone else to take on the monu
mental task of creating bridges and 
dialogue in a country that is more 
divided and fragmented than ever 
before. 

In Israel, the "new multiculturalism" 
has become a poor excuse for polar
ization, hatred of the "other", and nar
row political interests. President 
Katsav may not be up to the challenge, 
but I pray that he does not flinch from 
taking it on. 

The writer lives in Toronto, and 
comments regularly for the Jewish 
media on the Middle East. 

Wednesday, August 16, 2a:xJ, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 5 

• 

The challenge from within 
Civil war in Israel all too plausible 

By GARY 
ROSEN
BLATT 
The New York 
Jewish Week 

NE W 
YORK 

" - In the 
aftermath of the 
failed Camp 
David summit, I 
am more wor
ried about a 
possible Jewish 
civil war in 
Israel than an 
outbreak of vio
lence with the 
Palestinians. 
Either scenario 
would be tragic, 
of course, and 

Rally in Tel Aviv July 16 against Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak making concessions at Camp David: The 
prospect of Jews fighting Jews is a heartbreak that must 
be averted, Gary Rosenblatt writes. /Sl'allet photo. 

both seem all-too plausiblc. 
With Yasser Arafat insisting that he 

plans to declare statehood in 
September - a. unilateral action that 
could set off a series of actions, includ
ing Israel's annexation of West Bank 
land it intends to keep - the prospect of 
war is real, and sobering. But the 
Palestinian army, more commonly 
rcferred to as its "police," is no match 
for Israel militarily. 

The prospect of Jews fighting Jews, 
though, is a heartbreak that must be 
averted. For now, Jews living in the 
settlements are arming themselves to 
protect their homes from a possible 
Palestinian invasion. But some of their 
leaders have warned they will use 
those same weapons if Israel's army 
seeks to evacuate them as part of a 
peace agreement with the. Palesti.ni.ans. 

It is no secret that PrIme Minister 
Ehud Barak has expressed a willing
ness to make major territorial conces
sions in Judea and Samaria - the West 
Bank - as well as in the Jordan Valley. 
His plan calls for consol idating and 
fortifying areas where about two
thirds of the settlers live, and relin
quish the other areas, giving the 
remaining settlers the choice of relo
cating within Israel's borders or living 
under Palestinian rule with some form 
of Israeli military protection. 

Politically, Barak is hoping his plan 
will divide the settler movement and 
that the majority of those who would 
be protected will support him in either 
a' referendum or new elections. 
Learning from Yitzchak Rabin's mis
takes, he has sought to maintain rela
tions with the settlers, empathizing 
with their plight rather than marginal
izing and alienating them, as Rabin 
did. . 

But the options he presents are a bit
ter pill to swallow for the up to 
200,000 Jews living in settlements cre
ated by Labor as well as Likud gov
ernments over the last three decades. 
Some are driven by the biblical imper
ative to settle the land, all of which is 
holy, according to tradition. While 
some rabbis insist that human life is 
more precious than land, ~hich they 
say can be ceded for the sake of peace, 
others are urging their followers to do 
whatever necessary to stay put. At 
Camp David, and since, there has been 
much discussion about Barak's "red 
lines," the limits to his concessions to 
the Palestinians. 

But Israelis need to consider, as 
well, the red lines for acceptable levels 
of intemal conflict and dispute over 
deeply significant and emotional 
issues. The more this is discussed 
openly and rationally, the beller the 
chance of avoiding bloodshed and the 
kind of downward spiral of bitter 
invective and blame that resulted in a 
religious Jew murdering Yitzchak, 
Rabin out of a misplaced sense of 
moral conviction almost five years 
ago. 

Clearly, the specter of the assassina
tion hangs over the Israeli populace as 
it braces itself for another round of 
protests and demonstrations over the 
future ofIsraeJ's borders, including the 
status of Jerusalem. 

The threat today to Jewish unity, and 
perhaps survival, is our inability to 
respect the views and beliefs - politi
cal, religious and ideological - of fel
low Jews with whom we disagree. 

Our tradition is telling us we can 
have different positions on issues and 
argue them passionately, but we must 
do so with genuine respect, if not love. 
That does not leave room for talk of 
"traitors" or "outcasts." It insists on 
holding each other accountable for our 
words. We can handle Yasser Arafat 
and his minions who mayor may not 
want peace, but can we learn to talk to, 
and listen to, each other with rever
ence? For all of our sakes, I pray the 
answer is yes. 

Gary Rosenblatt is editor and pub
lisher of The New York Jewish Week. 
His e-mail address is Gary@jewish
week.org 

Why a Jewish lawye~? 
I attended the August sentencmg 

hearing of Parker and Diamond, dese
crators of the Hebrew Sick Cemetery. 
Why does one of these people have a 
Jewish lawyer defending him? What 
the heck is wrong with that lawyer? I 
want to know what's going on. The 
Jewish community and the families of 
the people buried there deserve an 
explanation. 

Parker and Diamond have been 
remanded to September 5, 10 a.m .• 
Room 402, Law Courts. 

GERRY FINKLE 
Winnipeg 


